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The  greatest  numismatic  book  ever  written  on  the  Gold  Rush! 
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treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central  America 


A  CALIFORNIA 
GOLD  RUSH 
HISTORY 


Take  the  greatest  gold  coin  treasure  ever 
found,  add  to  it  the  greatest  gold  ingot  treasure 
ever  found,  blend  in  the  incredible  saga  of  the 
S.S.  Central  America  and  its  loss  at  sea,  add  the 
story  of  the  Columbus-America  Discovery 
Group  and  how  the  long-lost  ship  was  found 
7,200  feet  down  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  its 
treasure  recovered,  and  you  have  part  of  the 
thrilling  narrative  in  this  book. 

With  a  budget  into  the  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars,  Dwight  Manley  and  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  Gold  Marketing  Group  commissioned 
me  to  create  a  book  that  would  not  only  in¬ 
clude  the  S.S.  Central  America  saga,  but,  far  be¬ 
yond  that,  would  encompass  one  of  the  most 
dynamic,  most  memorable  eras  in  American 


For  just  $165,  you  can  own  a  part 
of  history!  The  list  price  is  $199,  less 
20%  B&M  discount,  plus  $5 
postage.  We  expect  to  be  shipping 
the  books  in  May! 


history — the  California  Gold  Rush. 

With  nearly  a  dozen  researchers  helping  me 
at  times,  no  effort  or  expense  was  spared  to 
seek  rare  prints  and  engravings,  first-person 
accounts  of  miners,  unpublished  archival  ma¬ 
terial  from  libraries  and  universities  from  coast 
to  coast,  and  more. 

The  California  Gold  Rush  began  on  Janu¬ 
ary  24,  1848,  when  a  succession  of  events  was 


Chapter  I 


BEFORE  THE 
GOLD  RUSH 


set  into  motion  that  forever  changed  the  map 
of  America.  By  1857,  when  the  S.S.  Central 
America  and  its  treasure  were  lost  in  a  hurri¬ 
cane,  the  boundaries  extended  from  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  to  the  Pacific  and  the  West  as  we  know  it 
became  defined. 

While  the  romance  and  legends  of  the  Wild 
West  have  been  told  many  times,  and  while 
the  Gold  Rush  has  furnished  the  subject  for 
many  books,  films,  and  exhibits,  it  was  my  ob¬ 
jective  to  create  something  vastly  different:  a 
narrative  that  would  focus  on  precious  gold 
metal  itself,  how  it  was  mined,  refined,  made 
into  ingots,  and  struck  into  coins.  In  the  book 
you  will  “visit”  mines,  private  mints,  and  assay 
offices,  you  will  “be  there”  when  the  San 
Francisco  Mint  opens  for  business  in  1854, 
and,  you  will  also  see  how  the  coins  were 
used — first  person  accounts  of  $50  “slugs” 
being  spent  in  gambling  halls  in  the  mining 
camps,  brilliant  double  eagles  being  ex¬ 
changed  for  goods  and  services,  and  more. 

I  have  endeavored  to  describe  this  Ameri¬ 
can  epic  in  chronological  order  as  it  hap¬ 
pened — from  the  discovery  of  gold,  to  the 
travels  of  the  Forty  Niners  by  land  and  sea,  to 
the  Vigilantes  who  took  the  law  into  their 
own  hands,  to  the  triumphs  and  tragedies  of 
miners  in  the  gold  fields.  All  told,  this  has 
been  the  research  experience  of  my  life.  Re¬ 
gardless  of  any  budget,  1  could  never  have  done 
this  alone — and  great  credit  goes  to  the  many 
people  who  helped,  a  listing  of  contributors 
which  might  was  well  be  the  Who’s  Who  in 
California  Gold  Rush  History  combined  with 
Who’s  Who  in  the  History  of  Pioneer  and  San 
Francisco  Gold  Coins. 

While  I  believe  that  the  book  would  stand 
on  its  own  no  matter  how  it  was  presented,  it 
is  incredible  that  the  California  Gold  Market¬ 
ing  Group  spared  no  expense  in  creating  a  large 
fully  color  illustrated  volume  of  1,051  pages  in 
length — printed  on  high  quality  paper  and  in  a 
quality  bindings.  The  book  weighs  approxi¬ 
mately  1 1  pounds! 

I  hope  you  will  add  a  copy  to  your  personal 
library.  I  believe  it  will  be  enjoyed  by  you  for 
many  years  and  will  become  a  “treasure"  in  its 
own  right.  And,  your  complete  satisfaction  is 
guaranteed.  If  after  you  receive  your  copy  you 
could  send  me  a  note,  I  would  love  to  hear 
from  you.  In  this  book  I  feel  that  I  am  sharing 
part  of  my  life! 

Thank  you, 

Q.  David  Bowers 


Here  is  a  summary  of  the  hook: 

•  Length:  1,051  pages. 

•  High  quality  glossy  paper. 

•  Full  color  throughout  the  book — 
including  gold  coins  and  ingots. 

•  Large  format  pages. 

•  Beautiful  hardbound  quality. 

•  Fully  annotated  and  indexed. 

•  Comprehensive  information  concern¬ 
ing  private  and  federal  gold  coins  of 
the  era. 

•  Details  on  mints  and  assay  offices. 

•  Much  information  never  before  avail¬ 
able  in  a  single  volume. 

•  Produced  at  an  expense  involving  nearly 
$500,000  in  research  and  preparation. 

•  An  unsurpassed,  unequalled  “grand" 
book  you  will  treasure  forever! 

•  27  chapters  plus  four  appendices. 

•  List  price:  $199  (plus  S5  shipping). 

Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 


You  can  order  your  copy  of  this  incredible  book  in  three  ways: 

/.  By  Phone:  Call  our  Publications  Department  at  800-222-5993  with  your  credit  card  in  hand. 

2.  By  mail  or  fax:  Mail  to  our  Publications  Department  at  Box  1 224.  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894  or  fax  to  (603)  569-53 1 9. 

3.  By  Internet:  Go  to  our  website  at  www.bowersandmerena.com  and  click  on  S.S.  Central  America  Treasure. 


From 
Dave’s 
Desk 


Hi  and  welcome!  I’m  writing  these 
words  on  Tuesday  morning,  when  I  usually 
do  my  weekly  column  for  Coin  World.  These 
columns  are  fun  to  do — ditto  for  my  column 
in  The  Numismatist.  Surveys  taken  now  and 
then  have  shown  that  in  each  venue  my  col¬ 
umn  is  the  best-read  contribution  by  any 
outside  writer.  I  love  writing  and  I  love  nu¬ 
mismatics,  and  this  is  what  keeps  me  being  a 
happy  camper. 

Of  all  the  writing  I  have  ever  done,  my 

favorite  project  was  and  still  is  the  soon  forth - 
coming  book  which  has  cost  over  $500,000  in 
expenses,  time,  research  (at  one  time  12  re¬ 
searchers  were  “in  the  field”  helping),  and 
production  value!  The  title  is  A  California 
Gold  Rush  History  Featuring  the  Treasure  from 
the  S.S.  Central  America.  If  you  have  a  spare 
$165,  admittedly  not  pocket  change,  and 
would  like  a  copy  of  this  great  (in  my  opin¬ 
ion)  book,  please  see  pages  77-83  for  infor¬ 
mation.  It  has  1,051  pages,  is  in  full  color, 
and  weighs  about  14  pounds! 

Sometimes  I  think  I  have  been 
uniquely  blessed  with  so  many  wonderful 
numismatic  experiences,  such  as  working 
with  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  staff, 
handling  more  than  our  share  of  great  col¬ 
lections  (Garrett  for  The  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  Eliasberg,  Brand,  Norweb,  and 
many  more)  and  great  rarities,  while  at  the 
same  time  continually  interfacing  with  new¬ 
comers  who  just  yesterday  bought  their  first 
Morgan  dollar  and  discovered  numismatics. 

Are  you  a  subscriber  to  the  Rare  Coin 
Review ?  If  not,  please  become  one!  In  a  re¬ 
cent  catalogue  Charles  Davis,  the  distin¬ 
guished  numismatic  bookseller,  commented 
concerning  our  Rare  Coin  Review :  “This 
fixed  price  list  is  the  longest  running  and 
best  known  dealer  publication  produced  in 
this  country.  Through  its  31  year  history, 
many  rare  coins,  especially  colonials,  state 
coinage,  and  large  cents  have  been  offered 
with  short  papers  and  commentary  that  pro¬ 
vide  enjoyable,  instructional  reading.” 


More:  Karl  Moulton,  in  his  latest  ex¬ 
cellent  catalogue  of  numismatic  literature, 
discussed  what  we  do  here  (the  all-capitals 
are  his,  not  added  by  us!)  “These  are 
among  the  finest  catalogues  ever  created 
regarding  American  Numismatics.  The 
Bowers  catalogues  are  indeed  the  premier 
sales  by  which  all  others  are  judged.  IF 
YOU  DON’T  HAVE  THEM,  YOU 
SHOULD!” 

The  good  news  is  that  is  costs  just 
$175  to  subscribe,  and  you  can  do  it  in¬ 
stantly  by  calling  toll-free,  or  e-mailing,  or 
using  the  postal  service.  Why  wait!  Lots  of 
exciting  new  “stuff’  will  be  coming  your 
way,  plus  some  of  the  best  values  in  rare 
coins  ever  offered! 

Quality  is  the  byword  for  the  coins  we 
offer.  Often  with  certified  and  other  coins 
we  inspect  five  or  10  coins  to  find  just  one 
that  is  a  combination  of  an  accurate  (in  our 
opinion)  grading  number  PLUS  the  even 
more  important  considerations  of  nice  eye 
appeal,  status  as  one  of  the  nicest  within  its 
grade  category,  and  more.  Nearly  always 
when  someone  discovers  us  and  orders  a  few 
coins  from  us  they  become  a  “customer  for 
life.”  And,  we  like  it  that  way! 

Look  through  this  Rare  Coin  Review 
carefully.  For  coins  contact  our  Direct  Sales 
Department  and  before  you  know  it,  some 
really  great  coins  will  arrive  in  your  mailbox. 
For  books,  contact  Mary  Tocci,  with  your 
credit  card  in  hand,  and  she’ll  do  the  rest 
(and  I  really  hope  that  you’ll  order  my  new 
book  on  the  Gold  Rush!). 

Enjoy  this  issue.  Here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  “Your  friends  in  the 
rare  coin  business,”  we  all  look  forward  to 
your  order. 

Sincerely 


Q.  David  Bowers 
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Subscribe  today! 

A  12-month  subscription  to  the  Rare 
Coin  Review,  and  The  Coin  Collector,  plus 
five  Grand  Format'  auction  catalogues  pro¬ 
duced  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
(with  prices  realized),  and  special  offers  and 
mailings.  A  value  of  over  $395  if  purchased 
separately! 

Domestic  Subscription . $175 

Canada  &  Mexico  (via  first-class  mail) ..  $200 
Foreign  Subscriptions  (via  air  mail) . $250 

For  Instant  Service  Call 
1-800-222-5993  (orders  only,  please) 
General  inquiries  and  in  NH  (603)  569-5095 
24-Hr.  Fax:  (603)  569-5319 
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Colonial,  Copper 


and  Nickel  Coins 


Colonial  and 
Early  American 
Coins 

We  have  acquired  quite  a  few  choice,  interest¬ 
ing,  and  desirable  early  American  coins  since  our 
last  Rare  Coin  Review,  and  present  them  herewith. 
As  always,  your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  Our 
selection  commences  with  a  truly  superb  1652 
Pine  Tree  shilling — one  that  combines  a  high 
numerical  grade  pjjjs  the  even  more  important 
consideration  of  superb  quality,  a  true  landmark. 

Dave  Bowers’  new  book,  More  Adventures 
with  Rare  Coins,  is  getting  very  close  to  publica¬ 
tion.  Tap  into  our  Pre-Publication  Offer  and 
reserve  your  copy.  Among  the  “adventures”  will 
he  colonial  coins,  beginning  with  the  classic 
1652-dated  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  shilling. 

The  field  of  colonial  and  early  American 
coins  includes  many  different  issues,  some  fairly 
plentiful,  others  extremely  rare.  The  Guide  Book 
of  United  States  Coins  is  a  good  passport  to  gain 
basic  knowledge.  Beyond  that,  Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 
offers  much  information  between  two  covers, 
not  only  in  the  colonial  field,  hut  covering  all 
aspects  of  United  States  coinage,  all  at  a  reason¬ 
able  price.  If  your  interest  becomes  specialized, 
there  are  many  excellent  studies  and  mono¬ 
graphs,  some  out  of  print,  and  others  being 
published  today.  It  you  are  interested  in  history, 
an  absolute  must  is  Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s  1875 
work,  The  Early  Coins  of  America,  offered  by  us  in 
reprint  form.  This  marvelous  volume  has  never 
been  equaled  or  surpassed  since  it  was  first  pub¬ 
lished  1 25  years  ago! 

The  Colonial  Newsletter,  published  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  (155th  Street 
and  Broadway,  New  York  City),  is  the  forum  for 
the  exchange  of  information  and  ideas  in  the 
field  and  is  highly  recommended. 

Colonial  Coinage  references: 

Walter  Hreen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  The  master  source,  the  fountain¬ 
head  of  information  gathered  over  a  long  period  of 
years  hy  one  of  America’s  most  highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  researchers.  Copies  of  this  reference  may  he 


found  on  every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  offices. 
An  indispensable  work.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $135,  before 
your  discount! 

American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards.  By  Q. 
David  Bowers.  Twenty-two  chapters  are  filled  with  sto¬ 
ries  of  treasures  hidden,  lost,  found,  and  some  waiting 
to  be  found.  A  wide  range  of  numismatics  are  covered, 
including  many  stories  of  colonial  coinage  such  as  the 
remarkable  Castine  Hoard  found  in  Maine.  456  pages, 
profusely  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-404- 
List  $59.95,  before  your  discount! 

The  Soho  Mint  &  the  Industrialization  of  Money. 
By  Dr.  Richard  Doty.  If  you  knerw  about  the  Soho  Mint 
then  this  book  is  a  “must  have.”  If  you  don’t  know 
about  it,  that  is  all  the  more  reason  to  order  a  this  de¬ 
finitive  volume.  254  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BDO-505.  List  $75,  before  your  discount! 

The  Early  Coins  of  America.  By  Sylvester  S. 
Crosby.  One  of  the  greatest  American  numismatic 
books,  this  volume  appeared  in  1875  and  has  never 
been  superseded.  Standard  reference  on  colonial,  state, 
and  early  American  coins.  378  pages,  illustrated.  Durst 
reprint.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BCR-271.  List  $45, 
before  your  discount! 

The  Early  Paper  Money  of  America.  By  Eric  P. 
Newman.  The  source  for  early  American  paper  money  of 
the  colonial  era,  including  comprehensive  information  on 
every  issue.  An  exceptional  reference  for  the  colonial  coin 
collector  as  well.  480  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BNE-500.  List  $75,  before  your  discount! 

Coinage  of  the  American  Confederation  Period. 
Edited  by  Philip  L.  Mossman.  346  pages,  illustrated. 
This  book  is  a  “sleeper”  in  that  many  numismatists  do 
not  know  about  it.  A  pleasant  reading  experience 
awaits  you — this  we  guarantee!  Cloth  hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BAN-214.  List  $25,  before  your  discount! 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Want  to  Share  an  Opinion? 

Dave  Bowers  welcomes  inter¬ 
esting  communications.  Address 
Dave  Bowers,  Editor,  at  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries,  Box  1224, 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894,  or  reach 
Dave  on  his  personal  website, 
dave@bowersandmerena.com. 
Items  deemed  of  interest  may  be  re¬ 
produced  in  one  of  our  publications. 
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Money  of  the  American  Colonies  and  Confedera- 
tion.  By  Philip  L.  Mossman.  A  superb  study,  separately 
published  by  the  ANS,  and  an  ideal  companion  to 
Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s  Early  Coins  of  America.  312 
pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BMO-200. 
List  $100,  before  your  discount! 

Exceptional  1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 
Large  Planchet  Variety 


1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling.  Large  Planchet.  Noe- 
5.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (PC  X  iS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  with  lovely  heather  and  blue 
toning.  Virtually  complete  lustre  is  present 
with  natural  medium  gray  surfaces.  The 
planchet  is  exceptionally  well  formed;  only 
slightly  out  of  round  and  with  very  light, 
natural  waves.  We  cannot  over-emphasize 
the  aesthetic  appeal  nor  the  importance  of 
this  example.  Truly  a  remarkable  opportunity 
for  the  colonial  coinage  aficionado.  14,950 
1723  Hihernia  Halfpenny.  Double  Struck.  F- 
12  (PCGS).  Mottled  dark  olive  and  steel 
brown.  Double  struck  on  a  slightly  oval 

planchet .  1,150 

1 760  Voce  Populi.  B-223,  Nelson-9,  Zelinka- 
6C.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Glossy  brown  surfaces. 
Bold  relief  of  portrait.  An  exceptional  qual¬ 
ity  specimen  of  this  popular  issue .  1 ,275 

1760  Voce  Populi.  B-223,  N-9,  Z-6C.  VF-35 
(PCGS).  Choice  medium  tan  surfaces.  359 
1760  Voce  Populi.  “VOOE”  spelling.  R-227, 
N-3,  Z-7-E.  VF-35.  A  wonderful  example 

with  smooth  light  brown  surfaces .  495 

1760  Voce  Populi.  “VCX3E”  spelling.  B-227,  N- 
3,  Z-7-E.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
with  choice  medium  brown  surfaces  and  an¬ 
cient  porosity .  379 

1783  Nova  Constellatio.  Small  US.  Pointed 
Rays.  Croshy  2-C,  B-1107.  AU-50 
(PCGS).  Superb  quality  for  the  grade  with 
chestnut  brown  surfaces  and  few  minuscule 
abrasions.  Examples  are  known  dated  178  3 
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and  1 785,  along  with  an  extremely  rare  con¬ 
temporary  counterfeit  bearing  the  1786 
date .  1,275 

Lovely  1783  Nova  Constellatio 
1783  Nova  Constellatio.  Small  US.  Pointed 
Rays.  C-2-C.  B-l  107.  AU-58  (PCGS).  An 
outstanding  quality  example  with  lustrous 
olive-brown  surfaces  and  blushes  of  lighter 

tan . 2,350 

1788  Connecticut.  Mailed  bust  right.  Miller  2-D. 
VF-20.  Mahogany  fields  with  olive-brown  de¬ 
vices.  Very  minor  rim  bruises  are  noted.  .  195 


Impressive  1786  New  Jersey  Copper 


1786  New  Jersey.  Wide  Shield.  Maris  20-N. 

EF-45  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example  with 
chestnut  brown  surfaces.  Choice  quality.  The 
obverse  border  is  wider  at  left  while  the  re¬ 
verse  is  nicely  centered . 2,950 

1787  New  Jersey.  Small  planchet.  Maris  32-T. 

EF-40.  Nicely  centered  and  sharply  struck 
with  steel  brown  surfaces.  Microscopic  poros¬ 
ity  is  present .  1,095 

1787  New  Jersey.  Small  planchet,  Plain  Shield. 
Maris  46-e.  EF-45  (PCGS).  This  is  a  lovely 
example  with  mottled  chestnut  and  olive- 
brown.  Very  choice  surfaces  for  the  grade. 
Minor  clash  marks  are  visible  on  both  sides. 
Obverse  and  reverse  alike  exhibit  slight  cen¬ 
tral  weakness .  1,195 

1787  New  Jersey.  Small  planchet,  Plain  Shield. 
Maris  46-e.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Light  olive- 
brown  with  heavy  clash  marks  on  the  ob¬ 
verse . 495 

1787  New  Jersey.  Maris  63-s.  G-4.  Cleaned  long 
ago,  and  burnished  to  remove  corrosion. 

Now  with  deep  steel  surfaces . 99 

1786  Vermont.  Landscape.  VERMONTS  spell¬ 
ing.  Ryder-2.  F-15.  Pleasing  chestnut  and 
olive-brown  blended  with  splashes  of  ma¬ 
hogany.  Very  minor  planchet  irregularities 

are  noted,  especially  on  the  reverse . 375 

1786  Vermont.  Bust  left.  Ryder- 10.  VF-20. 
Crudely  struck  with  olive  and  steel  brown 
surfaces.  Minor  blemishes  and  imperfections 
are  visible,  which  for  R-10  (also  R-9  and  R- 
I  1 )  are  nrjrmal  and  to  be  expected;  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  a  sharply  struck,  perfect 
planchet  genuine  example  of  any  of  these 

three  varieties . 495 

1786  Vermont.  Bust  left.  R-10.  F-12.  Faint  po¬ 
rosity  with  very  dark  brown  surfaces,  as 
expected,  lighter  devices,  and  splashes  of 
mahogany  patina .  295 


1788  Vermont.  Bust  right.  R-17.  Rarity-4+.  VF- 
25.  A  delightful  example  despite  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  minute  porosity.  Lovely  steel  brown 

surfaces . 449 

1788  Vermont.  Bust  right.  R-23.  VF-20.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  example,  nicely  centered,  with  far  above 

average  surfaces . 265 

1781  North  American  Token.  VF-30  (PCGS). 
Deep  steel  brown  blended  with  slightly 
lighter  mahogany .  245 

Although  this  issue  is  dated  1781  it  is  believed  to 
have  been  struck  and  circulated  in  the  early  19th 
century. 

1791  Washington  cent.  Small  Eagle.  Breen- 
1217.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  chestnut 
brown  example,  despite  a  few  very  light 
scratches  on  the  obverse.  The  obverse  is  typi¬ 
cally  weak  with  a  boldly  defined  reverse.  This 
is  a  popular  issue  for  colonial  type  collectors 
seeking  a  representative  Washington  colo¬ 
nial  issue . 565 

A  curious  aspect  of  this  variety  (and  also  its  cousin, 
the  1791  Large  Eagle  cent)  is  that  in  1860,  when  the 
numismatic  world  was  a-flutter  in  the  quest  for 
Washingtoniana,  a  coin  such  as  this  was  apt  to  be 
worth  several  dollars — valued  at,  say,  the  same  as  two 
or  three  gem  Proof  1856  Flying  Eagle  cents !  T oday ,  the 
latter  are  worth  $15,000  to  $30,000  each! 

1793  Washington  Ship  halfpenny.  Lettered 
edge.  B-1225.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Attractive 
dark  brown  with  hints  of  olive  and  splashes 
of  lighter  tan.  Typical  later  die  state  with  re¬ 
verse  bulges  and  overdate  features  no  longer 
visible.  An  appealing  specimen  of  this  essen¬ 
tial  variety .  595 

(1795)  Washington  Liberty  and  Security 
penny.  B-l 254.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Deep  ol¬ 
ive-brown  surfaces  with  traces  of  verdigris, 
typical  of  these  colonial  copper  issues.  A 
very  popular  type  issue  for  the  colonial  col¬ 
lector,  impressive  for  its  large  size  and  heavy 

weight . 695 

1795  Washington  Liberty  and  Security 
halfpenny.  BIRMINGHAM  edge.  B-l 261. 
AU-55  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  with  pleasing  light  olive  and  tan  sur¬ 
faces.  The  reverse  has  a  light  die  crack 
through  the  eagle’s  wings  and  head . 895 

Outstanding  1799  Washington 
Funeral  Medal 

1799  Washington  Funeral  medal.  Baker- 166c. 
AU-58.  Holed  as  always.  An  outstanding 
example  with  sharp  features  and  considerable 
lustre.  The  obverse  inscription  tells  the 
whole  story:  HE  IS  IN  GLORY,  THE 
WORLD  IN  TEARS . 2,150 

The  dies  for  this  were  cut  by  Jacob  Perkins,  of 
Newburyport,  Massachusetts,  a  gifted  inventor  and 
technician  who  excelled  in  many  fields,  ranging  from 
diecutting  for  tokens  and  medals,  to  constructing  fire 
engines,  developing  military  ordnance,  to  devising 
banknote  plates  resistant  to  counterfeiting.  A  brief 
biography  of  Perkins  appears  in  Dave  Bowers’  book. 
The  History  of  U  S.  Coinage,  written  for  The  Johns 
Hopkins  University  in  1979,  and  a  best-seller  ever 
since.  If  you  buy  this  medal  but  don’t  have  a  copy, 


Dave  on  request  will  gladly  gift  one  to  you,  appropri¬ 
ately  autographed. 

1799  Washington  Funeral  medal.  Baker- 
166c.  VG-10.  Holed  as  always.  An  afford¬ 
able  example  with  considerable  wear, 
however,  all  basic  design  features  remain 
bold .  1,295 


Mint  State  1787  Fugio  Cent 


1787  Fugio.  STATES  UNITED.  Four  cinque¬ 
foils.  Kessler  Newman  8-X.  MS-63  BN 
(PCGS).  Lustrous  and  choice  dark  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Stmck  very  slightly  off-center.  An  impor¬ 
tant  example  for  the  specialist,  or  for  the  colonial 
type  collector.  The  obverse  has  a  prominent  die 

crack  from  the  lower  border . 2,950 

1787  Fugio.  STATES  UNITED.  Four  cinque¬ 
foils.  KN  9-P.  Rarity-4.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A 
lovely  example  with  pleasing  olive  and 

darker  brown  surfaces .  1,375 

1787  Fugio.  STATES  UNITED.  Four  cinque¬ 
foils.  KN  9-P.  Rarity-4.  VF-25  (PCGS). 
Mottled  olive  and  steel  brown  with  pleasing 
surfaces . 825 

Lustrous  1787  Fugio  Cent 


1787  Fugio.  STATES  UNITED.  Four  cinque¬ 
foils.  Kessler  Newman  11-X.  MS-62  RB 

(PCGS).  An  attractive  example  with  inter¬ 
mingled  brown  toning  and  pale  orange  lustre. 
Several  planchet  flaws  are  visible  on  the  re¬ 
verse,  as  often  found  on  examples  of  this  se¬ 
ries . 2,950 


Choice  1787  Fugio  Cent 
1787  Fugio.  STATES  UNITED.  Four  cinque¬ 
foils.  Kessler  Newman  12-X.  MS-64  RB 

(PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional  example  with 
substantial  deep  orange  lustre  and  light  brown 
toning.  Heavy  clash  marks  are  visible  on  the 
obverse,  similar  to  most  examples  of  this  vari¬ 
ety  from  the  Bank  of  New  York  hoard.  .  4,950 
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Our  Collection 
Portfolio  Program 

A  Special  Introductory  Offer  for  You!  •  Save  $50,  $100,  or  more! 


We  invite  you  to  build  a  beautiful  and  meaningful 
collection  with  some  of  the  world’s  greatest  numismatic 
experts  at  your  service.  The  Bowers  and  Merena  Collec' 
tion  Portfolio  Program  is  the  most  convenient  way  to  build 
a  significant  collection  in  the  specialty  of  your  choice.  Join 
today  and  get  a  jump  start  on  your  collection  by  taking 
advantage  of  the  special  package  offers.  Plus,  receive  a 
PCGS  encapsulated  New  Hampshire  quarter  as  a  special 
thank  you  for  your  membership! 

Here  is  how  our  CPP  can  work  for  you: 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of  your  liking)  a  pack¬ 
age  of  choice,  rare,  and  interesting  coins  will  arrive  in  your 
mailbox!  Each  coin  will  he  carefully  hand-picked  for  its 
eye  appeal  and  quality,  and  priced  to  he  a  good  value.  We 
guarantee  it! 

You  pick  the  series  you  like  best: 

•  Indian  cents 

•  Type  set  of  U.S.  coins 

•  Commemorative  half  dollars 

•  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars 

•  Franklin  half  dollars 

•  Morgan  silver  dollars 

•  Double  eagles 

•  United  States  gold  coins 

•  you  name  it! 

You  let  us  know  the  grades  you  prefer.  If  you  want  only 
PCGS  coins,  or  NGC  coins,  or  “raw”  coins,  let  us  know 
and  we  will  comply.  We  will  review  the  coins  and  pick  only 
the  pieces  we  would  like  to  have  for  our  collection. 

Our  expert  numismatists,  including  Gordon  Wruhel, 
Director  of  Numismatic  Operations,  Mark  Borckardt, 
Senior  Numismatist,  and  Dave  Bow-ers,  will  make  each 
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selection  for  you,  keeping  track  of  coins  you  already  have. 
Current  CPP  members  agree  that  personal  service,  quality 
of  coins  acquired,  and  flexibility  are  the  greatest  attributes 
of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program. 

Here  is  what  you  will  receive  each  month: 

Month  by  month,  your  collection  will  grow.  You  and 
your  family  will  enjoy  your  coins  and  will  he  proud  to  own, 
study,  and  display  them. 

And,  here’s  an  additional  attraction  for  Collection 
Portfolio  Program  members:  Each  coin  will  be  invoiced  at 
a  special  4%  discount  from  our  regular  list  price! 

And,  that’s  not  all.  In  addition  to  quality  coins  and 
personal  service  and  attention,  you’ll  receive  our  periodi¬ 
cal  publications,  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  The  Coin 
Collector  free  of  charge. 

Here  is  how  to  join: 

Telephone  Gordon  at  1-800-222-5993  with  credit 
card  in  hand.  Let  him  know  your  collecting  interests,  the 
amount  you  would  like  to  spend  each  month  (minimum: 
$  1 00),  and  the  grades  you  would  like  to  collect.  Your  first 
shipment  of  beautiful  coins  will  be  in  your  mailbox  before 
you  know7  it! 

Flexibility  is  our  middle  name.  Feel  free  to  change 
the  grade  you  desire,  your  monthly  payment,  or  the 
series  you  collect. 

Jump  Start  Special  Offers: 

It’s  easy  to  get  a  jump  start  on  your  collection.  Simply 
decide  what  series  you  would  like  to  collect.  Then  let  us 
hand  select  $500  list  price  in  coins  for  you  and  pay  only 
$450.  Or,  select  $1,000  list  price  in  coins  and  pay  only 
$900.  Get  a  giant  leap  on  your  collection  by  ordering 
$5,000  list  price  in  coins  and  pay  only  $4500!!!  These 
special  offers  are  good  for  your  first  month’s  selection  only. 


Copper  Coins  for  Sale 


Half  Cents 


Important  1796  Half  Cent 
Classic  American  Rarity 
Variety  With  Pole  to  Cap 


1796  Liberty  Cap  with  Pole.  Breen-2,  Cohen- 
2.  Rarity-4.  AG-3.  This  example  is  better 
described  as  obverse  Good-5,  reverse  Poor-1. 
Very  faint,  old  surface  porosity  is  present. 
Date  very  clearly  defined.  This  is,  however,  a 
highly  attractive  example  for  the  grade  and 
condition,  one  that  is  sure  to  please,  or  your 

money  back .  5,950 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Extremely 
sharply  defined  with  lustrous  brown  surfaces 
and  traces  of  faded  orange.  Light  clash  marks 
are  visible  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  879 


Large  Cents 

We  offer  a  selection  of  large  copper  cents — 
something  for  all  tastes  and  budgets.  United  States 
large  cents  have  always  provided  the  backbone  to 
numismatics  in  this  country.  Year  in  and  year  out 
they  have  appealed  to  a  wide  circle  of  friends  who 
have  approached  them  from  several  angles  ranging 
from  assembling  a  date  set  to  studying  the  details  of 
the  numerous  interesting  varieties. 

Our  selection  of  large  copper  cents  includes 
many  interesting  varieties,  none  more  so  than  the 
fabulous  and  rare  1 868  copper  cent — a  piece  so  elu¬ 
sive  that  most  dealers  and  leading  collectors  of  large 
copper  cents  have  never  owned  an  example.  In 
fact,  many  have  never  even  seen  one  of  this  issue! 

Special  “coming  attraction”:  As  we  go  to 
press  we  are  expecting  to  receive  on  consign¬ 
ment  a  very  large  and  very  extensive  private 
collection  of  middle-date  and  late-date  copper 
cents,  1816-1857,  nearly  all  in  hand-selected 
AU  or  (mostly)  Mint  State,  picked  for  their 
quality.  There  are  about  1 50  different  die  variet¬ 
ies,  with  the  greatest  strength  being  1816  to 
1839.  Pedigrees  range  from  recent  “name”  sales 
to  great  numismatists  of  a  bygone  generation. 
We  will  probably  make  up  a  list  and  circulate  it 
first  to  those  who  ask  for  it,  then  to  others  later. 
Interested?  Let  Dave  Bowers  know  (e-mail  is 
ideal  at  Dave@Ekjwersandmerena.com)  and 
you’ll  be  among  the  first  to  know,  once  we  de¬ 
cide  what  to  do! 

Good  reading  about  large  cents: 

If  you  don’t  already  have  one,  he  sure  to  or¬ 
der  Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  Early  U.S. 


Cents  1793-1814.  Written  in  the  inimitable  (re¬ 
ally)  Breen  style,  the  book  was  edited  by  our  own 
Mark  R.  Borckardt  and  utilized  much  informa¬ 
tion  from  Del  Bland  and  many  members  of  the 
Early  American  Coppers  Club.  There  is  probably 
more  information  in  the  book  than  you  or  any¬ 
one  else  can  possibly  use,  but  this  enables  you  to 
pick  and  choose — and  for  any  given  single  vari¬ 
ety  to  gain  about  all  that  was  known  to  the  late 
researcher  when  he  compiled  his  manuscript. 
Recently,  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  gave 
this  great  volume  its  highly  regarded  “Book  of 
the  Year  Award.” 

No  overview  of  large  copper  cents  would  be 
complete  without  a  nod  to  the  Early  American 
Coppers  Club  and  its  journal,  Penny-Wise,  ed¬ 
ited  by  the  gifted  Dr.  Harry  E.  Salyards.  If  you  are 
not  presently  acquainted  with  EAC  and  would 
like  membership  information,  contact  member¬ 
ship  chairman  Rod  Burress,  9743  Leacrest, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45215. 

WE  WANT  TO  BUY!  Have  a  collection  of 
large  cents  for  sale?  Or  some  high  quality  dupli¬ 
cates?  We  have  a  limitless  (almost)  cash  reserve 
just  waiting  to  buy  YOUR  coins!  Contact  Gor¬ 
don  Wrubel  or  Mark  Borckardt  today! 

Pleasing  1793  Chain  AMER1  Cent 
1793  Chain  AMERI.  Breen- 1,  Sheldon- 1.  AG- 

3.  An  ideal  example  for  the  grade,  readily  rec¬ 
ognizable  at  arm’s  length  by  the  distinctive 
chain  motif,  but  without  date.  The  medium 
brown  surfaces  are  smooth  and  blemish  free. 
The  obverse  has  full  profile  of  Miss  Liberty 
along  with  partial  letters  in  LIBERTY.  The  re¬ 
verse  lettering  is  completely  visible,  including 
the  all-important  abbreviated  AMERI.  2,895 
1796  Draped  Bust.  Reverse  of  1795.  S-93. 
VG-8.  A  pleasing  example  with  medium 
brown  surfaces  and  faint  bluish  toning.  Very 
minor  old  porosity  is  present.  The  first  year  of 
issue  Draped  Bust  large  cents  are  extremely 
hard  to  locate  in  any  grade .  750 

Lovely  1798  Large  Cent 
Breen-45,  Sheldon- 184 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1798  Second  Hair.  B-45,  S-184.  AU-55 

(PCGS).  An  exceptional  example  for  the 
date  or  type  collector.  This  lovely  cent  fea¬ 
tures  mottled  olive  and  steel  brown  obverse 
with  considerable  lustre.  The  reverse  has 
brownish  lilac  with  traces  of  orange  lustre. 
Few  minute  imperfections  are  noted,  and  are 
consistent  with  the  grade.  Tied  for  finest  cer¬ 
tified  hy  PCGS  for  this  major  variety.  4,495 

Pleasing  1804  Large  Cent 
1804  Original.  B-l,  S-266a.  Net  VG-10, 

sharpness  of  VF-25  with  eroded  surfaces.  Be¬ 
fore  shying  away  from  this  example,  please 
consider  the  typical  appearance  of  1 804  large 
cents,  coins  that  almost  always  have  prob¬ 


lems  of  one  sort  or  another.  This  is  an  aes¬ 
thetically  pleasing  example  with  dark  brown 
surfaces.  Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed,  as 

always .  1,450 

1807/6  B-3,  S-273.  Counterstamped  with  a 

crown  figure  in  incused  oval.  VC .  295 

1812  Large  Date.  15%  off-center.  B-4,  S-289. 
Net  F-12.  Sharpness  finer  with  moderate 

porosity.  Curious  early  mint  error .  595 

1821  Newcomb-1.  EF-40  (NGC).  Deep  steel 
brown  with  pleasing  surfaces.  A  delightful 
example  of  this  key-date  issue,  the  second 
most  (after  1823)  elusive  date  among  large 
copper  cents  in  the  second  part  of  the  series, 
1816-1857 .  1,295 


Amazing  1833  Large  Cent 
Struck  Over  1806  British  Halfpenny 
Believed  Unique 


1833  N-l.  Struck  over  British  halfpenny.  VF- 

30.  Glossy  medium  brown  surfaces.  This  is  a 
spectacular  and  intriguing  item,  an  1833 
large  cent  that  was  struck  over  an  1 806  Brit - 
ish  halfpenny.  The  obverse  has  Britannia 
boldly  featured  on  top  of  Liberty,  with  the 
profile  of  George  III  perfectly  centered  in  the 
wreath  on  the  reverse.  Undoubtedly  unique 
and  previously  offered  by  us  in  our  January 
2001  Rarities  Sale.  If  you  enjoy  “show  and 
tell,”  here  is  a  coin  that  will  dazzle  even  those 
who  have  seen  everything  (almost)...  5,795 
1838  N-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Very  choice 
quality  with  outstanding  olive  and  steel 
brown  surfaces.  Traces  of  pale  orange  lustre 
may  be  seen  within  the  devices  when  using 


magnification .  595 

1840  Large  Date.  N-10.  EF-40.  A  pleasing  light 
tan  example . 69 

1844  N-5.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  with  ma¬ 
hogany  on  the  reverse . 49 

1845  EF-40.  Dark  olive  and  steel  brown .  59 


1851  Normal  Date.  N-2.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS). 
Fully  brilliant  with  light  orange  lustre  and  slight 
mellowing  at  the  lower  obverse.  A  delightful 


example  for  the  date  or  type  collector. ..  1 ,395 
185 1  N-5.  AU-50.  A  lovely  example  with  pleas¬ 
ing  chestnut  brown  surfaces .  129 

1851  N-10.  EF-45.  Olive-brown  and  lighter  tan.  79 
1851  N-19.  EF-45.  Dark  steel  brown  with 

splashes  of  lighter  olive .  79 

1851  N-21.  EF-40.  Pleasing  medium  brown  sur 
faces . 59 

1851  N-25.  EF-40.  Lovely  light  tan . 59 

1852  N-6.  EF-45.  Attractive  tan  and  olive- 

brown .  <9 
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18S2  N-6.  EE-45.  A  delightful  example  with 
chestnut  brown  surfaces.  Late  die  state  with 
a  prominent  obverse  rim  break  from  3:00  to 
4:00 .  125 

1852  N-ll.  EF-40.  Mahogany  surfaces .  59 

1852  N-12.  EF-40.  A  pleasing  medium  brown 
example .  59 

1852  N-16.  EF-45.  This  is  an  attractive  dark 

chestnut  brown  example .  79 

1853  N-3.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 

and  fully  lustrous  with  rich  dark  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  An  aesthetic  treat  for  the  date  or  type 
collector .  745 

1853  N-6.  EF-40.  Chestnut  brown .  59 

1853  N-15.  EF-45.  Intermingled  mahogany  and 
steel  brown .  79 

1853  N-16.  EF-40.  Lovely  light  tan .  59 

1853  N-19.  EF-40.  Light  brown  surfaces . 59 

1853  N-22.  EF-45.  Chestnut  and  olive- 

brown . 79 

1854  N-9.  EF-45.  Medium  brown  splashed  with 

darker  steel . 79 

1854  N-25.  Attractive  dark  steel  surfaces. ...  79 

1855  Upright  5’s.  N-8.  EF-40.  Attractive  me¬ 
dium  brown . 69 

1855  Upright  5’s.  EF-40.  Chestnut  brown.  ..  59 

*, 

Amazing  1868  Large  Cent  Rarity 
Gem  Copper  Proof 
Fewer  than  a  Dozen  Known  to  Us 


1868  Pollock-676,  Judd-611.  Proof-65  BN 

(PCGS).  One  of  the  very  finest  of  only  a 
few  we  have  ever  seen.  Large  copper  cent  of 
the  circa  1843-1857  Braided  Hair  style,  but 
dated  1868.  Struck  after  cents  of  this  format 
were  officially  discontinued,  to  create  a  rar¬ 
ity  for  numismatists,  in  the  style  of  the  1913 
Liberty  Head  nickel,  1884  and  1885  trade 
dollars,  and  related  items.  We  are  unable  to 
account  for  even  a  dozen  different  speci¬ 
mens,  at  least  one  of  which  is  impounded  in 
a  museum  (American  Numismatic  Society). 
The  present  piece  has  been  consigned  to  us. 
For  the  forthcoming  book,  More  Adventures 
with  Rare  Coins,  Dave  Bowers  has  created  a 
chapter  on  this  great  rarity — calling  it  “an¬ 
tipodal  to  the  1804  dollar,”  in  that  just 
about  everyone  knows  about  the  famous, 
classic  1804,  but  relatively  few  are  aware  of 
the  1868  large  cent.  Just  as  a  set  of  Liberty 
Head  nickels  cannot  be  truly  complete 
without  an  1913,  a  set  of  large  copper  cents 
cannot  be  truly  complete  without  an  1868. 
This  is  the  first  specimen  we  have  offered  in 
a  long  time!  .  28,750 


Small  Cents 

Small  cents,  commencing  with  the  Flying 
Eagle  issues  and  continuing  through  the  Indian 
and  Lincoln  types,  have  been  the  foundation  for 
basic  American  coin  collecting  for  a  long  time. 
While  many  numismatists  begin  their  interest 
with  such  pieces,  often  advanced  collectors  will 
return  to  savor  the  enjoyment  that  choice  and 
rare  specimens  offer. 

The  buying  of  small  cents,  particularly  the 
bronze  issues  (but  not  so  much  the  copper-nickel 
pieces),  takes  quite  a  bit  of  effort  as  surfaces  are 
so  important.  Certified  coins  are  sometimes  nice 
and  sometime  not,  as  you  know  if  you  are  already 
an  established  collector. 

Quality  is  our  forte  here,  and  if  this  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  you,  we  believe  you  will  be  delighted. 

Enjoy  the  latest  selection  for  our  Rare  Coin 
Review.  Mark  Borckardt,  Gordon  Wrubel,  and 
others  have  been  traveling  all  over  the  place  to 
write  checks  and  buy  quality  coins— and  you  are 
the  beneficiary  from  their  connoisseurship! 

Small  cent  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Lots  of  information  about  Flying 
Eagle,  Indian,  and  Lincoln  cents  awaits  you — with  in¬ 
formation  on  just  about  everything  else,  per  the 
title. 754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BBR-764-  List  $135,  before  your  discount. 

U.S.  Copper  Coins:  An  Action  Quide  for  the  Col¬ 
lector  and  Investor.  By.  Q.  David  Bowers.  All  U.S. 
coppers  are  discussed.  176  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-302.  List  $9.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cent  Attribution 
Quide,  Volume  1,  1856-1858.  Second  edition.  By 
Richard  E.  Snow  in  conjunction  with  the  Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian  Cent  Collectors  Society.  A  specialist’s 
guide  to  the  series,  covering  varieties  of  Flying  Eagle 
and  pattern  Indian  cents  dated  1856  through  1858.  If 
you  like  technicalities,  this  one’s  for  you!  1 28  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated.  Spiral  softbound.  Stock  No.  BSN-501.  List 
$24-50,  before  your  discount. 

The  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cent  Attribution 
Quide,  Volume  6,  1900-09.  Second  edition.  By  Rich¬ 
ard  E.  Snow  in  conjunction  with  the  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cent  Collectors  Society.  A  specialist’s  guide 
covering  Indian  cent  varieties  of  the  20^  century,  the 
common  dates  that  are  easy  enough  to  find.  But,  can 
you  find  a  rare  or  unusual  variety?  Perhaps  with  this 
book  you  can!  100  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  softbound. 
Stock  No.  BSN-506.  List  $18,  before  your  discount. 

A  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiasts  Quide  to  Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian  Cents.  By  Q.  David  Bowers.  Meet,  greet, 
and  become  personally  acquainted  with  every  Flying 
Eagle  and  Indian  cent  in  the  pages  of  this  fascinating 
book  which,  if  you  read  it,  will  make  you  an  expert. 
Lots  of  useful  information  about  grading,  rarity,  mint¬ 
ing — you  name  it!  541  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-31 1.  List  $45,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Lincoln  Cents.  By  David 
Lange.  Everything  you  need  to  know  about  this  series. 
Highly  acclaimed  and  with  enough  information  for  two 
books.  392  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No. 
BLA-107.  List  $4  3.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Standard  Quide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent.  By  1> 


Sol  Taylor.  This  fourth  edition  is  packed  with  new, 
updated  information  on  every  coin  in  the  series  Over 
300  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTA  404 
List  $24  95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Ch errypicker’s  (/uuir  to  Rare  Die  Varieties. 
Lourth  Edititm  -  Volume  One.  By  Bill  biva:  and  |  1 
Stanton.  Now  in  its  fourth  edition,  the  C  .'herrypicker’s 
Guide  provides  detailed  descriptions  of  varieties  that 
can  be  acquired  unattributed  at  conventions,  in  collec 
tions,  and  even  in  your  pocket  change!  The  fourth 
edition  has  been  separated  into  multiple  volumes  cov¬ 
ering  all  denominations.  422  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral 
bound.  Stock  No.  BF1-950.  List  $34.95,  before  your  dis¬ 
count. 


Flying  eagle  Cents 

Welcome  to  a  great  selection  of  Flying  Eagle 
cents — ranging  from  the  rare  and  always  desir¬ 
able  1856  (an  example  which  did  its  stint  in 
circulation — wonder  who  the  lucky  person  was 
who  found  it  in  circulation,  say  in  1870?) — to 
highly  interesting  clashed-die  coins  of  1857,  and 
more! 


Important  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


1856  Flying  Eagle.  F-15  (PCGS).  Pleasing  ol¬ 

ive  and  tan  surfaces  with  traces  of  deeper  ton¬ 
ing  along  the  borders.  The  ever  popular 
Flying  Eagle  issue  usually  on  collector  want 
lists.  This  example  has  Reverse  B  as  described 
by  Rick  Snow  in  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian 
Cents . 6,450 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Generally  quite  sharply 

defined,  with  slight  weakness  on  the  bot¬ 
toms  of  UNITED  STATES.  The  tops  of 
these  same  letters  are  sharp.  Intriguing.  Lus¬ 
trous  golden  tan  with  splashes  of  iridescent 
toning .  1,395 

1857  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  lus¬ 
trous  golden  brown  surfaces . 629 

Gem  1857  Flying  Eagle  Cent 
Dies  Clashed  with  Half  Dollar  Dies 


1 857  From  die  clashed  with  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollar  die,  and  showing  traces  of  the  half 
dollar  design.  MS-66  (NGC).  This  is  an 
amazing  gem  example  with  extremely  sharp 
design  features.  Highly  lustrous  light  tan  sur¬ 
faces  are  accented  by  splashes  of  deeper  gold. 
Tins  is  one  of  the  very  finest  examples  of  this 
clashed  die  variety  we  have  offered,  and  may 
qualify  as  one  of  the  finest  known . 8,750 

A  special  study  of  this  and  related  1 857  clashed  die 
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varieties  us  given  in  lYive  Bowers’  A  Buyer's  and  Enthu¬ 
siasts  Uuul?  co  Flying  Engl?  arul  Indian  Cents,  drawing 
upon  a  veritable  forum  of  experts.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  fascinating  varieties  in  19th-century  American 
numismatics. 

1857  From  die  clashed  with  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollar  die,  and  showing  traces  of  the  half  dol¬ 
lar  design.  VF-30.  Attractive  grayish  tan  sur¬ 
faces.  A  highly  affordable  example  of  this 
“must  have”  variety!  . 385 

1858/7  EF-40  (NGC).  Attractive  olive  with 
lighter  tan  on  the  devices.  The  diagnostic 


broken  wing  tip  is  visible,  along  with  the  die 
chip  over  the  first  8.  Overdate  features  are 

weak  hut  visible .  795 

1858/7  Overdate.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Pleasing  olive 
and  dark  tan  surfaces.  An  early  die  state  with 
the  overdate  features  clearly  visible .  795 

Indian  Head  Cents 

We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  Indian  cents,  all 
selected  for  quality  within  the  numerical  grade 
range  indicated. 


Buy  an  “Eagle”  album  to  display  your  certi¬ 
fied  set  of  Indian  cents — and  in  that  way  you  can 
enjoy  your  coins  at  a  glance.  Each  Eagle  album 
page  holds  nine  coins,  affording  the  chance  to 
watch  your  collection  as  it  grows,  and  to  easily 
see  each  side  of  each  specimen. 

1860  Pointed  Bust.  AU-50.  Choice  light  grayish 

tan  surfaces .  139 

1862  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  highly 
lustrous  with  attractive  light  tan  surfaces. 
Traces  of  iridescent  toning  are  visible  on 
both  sides . 995 

1862  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  bright  golden  yel¬ 
low  surfaces.  Popular  Civil  War  year. ...  365 

1863  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sharp  impression 

with  rich  gold  lustre  on  both  obverse  and 
reverse . 995 

1863  MS-64  (NGC).  Rich  golden  tan  lustre.  345 

1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  gold  surfaces.  145 

1864  Copper-Nickel.  VF-30.  Very  dark  olive 

surfaces . 49 

1864  Bronze  MS-64  RB  (NGC)  A  lovely,  lus¬ 

trous  coin  with  more  “R”  than  “B.”  Quality, 
this  is  it! . 209 

The  reverse  shows  the  full  outline  of  the  profile  of 
Miss  Liberty,  a  clash  mark  from  the  obverse,  adding 
extra  interest  (hut  not  extra  cost  to  you). 

1864-L  Doubled  Date.  Breen- 1962,  Snow-1. 
MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Golden  tan  faded  from 
original  red  lustre.  A  pleasing  example.  695 

Did  you  get  a  chance  to  read  Wayne  Rich’s  com¬ 
ment  about  his  little  hoard  of  1864  L  cents  in  his 
biography  in  our  March  catalogue.  If  not,  here  is  a 
second  chance.  Wayne,  born  in  1912,  discovered  nu¬ 
mismatics  in  1939,  and  went  on  to  achieve  great 
prominence  in  the  field.  Early  in  his  collecting  career 
he  found  a  hoard  of  Indian  cents  in  an  attic  above  an 
old  Post  Office  in  Maine.  And  then: 

“In  1939,  I  was  chaperone  for  a  group  of  4-H 
members  going  to  Washington,  D.C.  and  the  New  York 
World’s  Fair.  I  had  about  25  1864-L  cents  in  ‘Fine’ 
condition  and  took  them  to  New  Netherlands  Coin  Co. 
I  asked  the  owner,  Moritz  Wormser,  what  he  would  pay. 
He  offered  $1 .50  each,  which  1  thought  was  a  fair  price. 

‘“Do  you  have  any  more,’  he  asked?  I  pulled  out  20 
more.  ‘How  much  for  the  lot  ?’  ‘Same  price,  $1.50  each.’ 

“Apparently,  he  was  very  frightened  by  such  a 
large  quantity,  so  he  quickly  withdrew  his  offer  com¬ 
pletely:  ‘I  guess  I  won’t  take  any  today.’ 

“I  kept  the  1 864-L  cents,  and  later  sold  them  tor  $9 
each.  When  I  saw  Wormser  later  I  kidded  him  about  his 
refusal  to  pay  $1.50  each.  Of  course,  now  [in  20021  each 
coin  would  be  worth  a  couple  hundred  dollars.” 

1864-L  Repunched  Date.  Fivaz-Stanton  1C- 
006.55.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Deep  brown  sur¬ 
faces .  139 

1865  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 219 

1865  Fancy  5.  AU-50.  Pleasing  light  brown.  49 

1866  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  lovely  example 

with  considerable  orange  lustre  blended  with 
dark  brown.  Sharply  struck  with  full  feather 
tips  and  diamonds  on  the  obverse .  1,095 

1866  AU-55  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  pleas 

ing  olive-brown  surfaces . 2 19 

1867  MS-61  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  olive-brown 

with  peripheral  orange.  C  Hash  marks  are  present 
on  the  reverse,  inside  the  wreath .  159 


A  Thorny  Situation 


A  rose  is  a  rose  is  a  rose .  However,  a 
rose  thorn  is  not  always  like  other  rose 
thorns,  if  the  hohhy  of  numismatics  is 
considered: 

In  a  recent  issue  of  Penny 'Wise, 
Alan  V.  Weinberg  contributed  an 
item  which  had  to  do  with  a  1793  half 
cent,  a  variety  Breen-3,  sold  by  us  in 
Atlanta  in  August,  here  quoted  with 
Alan’s  permission: 

“It  was  catalogued  as  a  Choice  EF- 
40,  but  was  really  an  EAC-standard 
EF-45  coin.  Beautiful  color,  choice 
planchet,  well  struck.  Yes,  occasionally 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  does  un¬ 
dergrade  coins  (this  was  ‘raw’)  and 
these  are  the  coins  that  attract  that 
much  more  attention.” 

Alan  went  on  to  state  that  the 
piece  was  “slabbed  overnight  in  a 
PCGS  AU-53  holder,”  but  took  issue 
with  the  number  assigned.  However, 
that’s  not  the  point  of  this  note. 

“I  bought  it  and  had  it  cracked  out. 
There  is  clearly  some  waxy,  green-black 
dirt  in  the  date,  the  wreath,  legends, 
and  on  the  beaded  obverse  border 
which  undoubtedly  had  caused  the  un¬ 
der  grading  in  the  auction  catalogue.” 

Alan  Weinberg  consulted  a  num¬ 
ber  of  friends,  seeking  how  to  remove 
the  dirt.  One  of  them,  Doug  Bird,  sug- 
gested  that  the  piece  be  soaked  in  a 
solution  known  as  Care  or  Blue  Rib¬ 
bon,  then  to  use  the  pre-soaked  tip  of 
a  round  toothpick.  The  advice  was 
then,  under  magnification,  to  gently 
nudge  the  dirt  out  of  the  coin.  On  the 
next  day,  after  some  nudging,  the  new 
owner  “had  a  ‘clean’  half  cent  free  of 
the  ‘verdigris’  mentioned  in  the  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  catalogue.  Why  don’t 
cataloguers/auctioneers  do  this  them¬ 


selves  to  better  ‘serve’  the  consignors? 

“Why  don’t  dealers  do  this  before 
slabbing  coins?  Cataloguers  don’t  have 
the  time  and  can’t  risk  the  liability  to 
the  consignor  if  a  slip  is  made.  It  is 
simply  not  their  coin. . .  Fine  with  me. 
I  enjoy  the  work,  which  is  very  reward¬ 
ing.  And  I  hope  some  of  you  collectors 
out  there  with  the  same  problem  now 
have  the  problem  solved.  It  won’t 
work  on  crusty  hard  verdigris.  But 
waxy  dirt?  Yup.  It  does.” 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  Alan 
Weinberg  discussed  the  use  of  a  rose 
thorn,  but  did  not  explore  the  situation 
further.  However,  Penny'Wise  editor 
Dr.  Harry  Salyards  had  this  to  say: 

I  have  had  excellent  results  using  a 
rose  thorn  — but  not  just  any  rose  thorn.  It 
has  to  come  off  relatively  new  growth  — 
not  an  old,  woody  stem  down  near  ground 
level,  which  will  indeed  be  too  hard;  but 
not  a  green  thorn  off  the  latest  shoot,  ei¬ 
ther,  as  that  will  simply  snap  off  the 
branch  when  any  pressure  is  applied  to 
the  point.  I  have  had  the  best  results  with 
thorns  off  a  branch  about  an  eighth  of  an 
inch  in  diameter,  ideally  with  a  number 
of  thorns  of  varied  sizes,  angled  in  differ¬ 
ent  directions.  Cut  about  a  three-inch 
segment  of  branch,  and  knock  all  the 
thorns  off  about  an  inch’s  worth  of  this 
segment,  to  serve  as  a  handle.  Good  mag¬ 
nification  is  essential,  as  Alan  says;  and 
Care  can  help  soften  up  the  residue. 
With  a  variety  of  thorns  angled  in  differ¬ 
ent  directions,  you  can  attack  different 
crevices  of  the  legends,  for  example, 
without  readjusting  your  grip  on  the 
“handle.”  It  works  on  silver  coins,  too; 
I’ve  removed  crud  from  the  legends  on 
Liberty  Seated  halves,  for  example,  that 
revealed  brilliant  mint  lustre  beneath- 
turning  marginal  “50”  coins  to  “55  +  ” 
coins  in  the  process. 
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1867  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  choice  example  with 
deep  olive-brown  surfaces . 239 

Gem  Mint  State  1869/9  Indian  Cent 
1869/9  Snow-3.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Satiny 
medium  brown  surfaces  with  hints  of  lilac  ton¬ 
ing  and  traces  of  orange  lustre.  A  wonderful 
example.  This  is  the  exact  variety  that  has 
formerly  been  classified  as  an  overdate.  1 ,895 

Brilliant  1869/9  Indian  Cent 
1869/9  Snow-3.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  An 
amazing  example  with  fully  brilliant  orange 
lustre.  The  reverse  has  a  prominent  die  crack 
through  top  of  the  shield.  Very  seldom  do 
fully  brilliant  examples  of  this  variety  appear 
in  the  marketplace.  When  we  saw  this  one 
available  at  a  show  recently,  we  did  not  hesi¬ 
tate.  You  shouldn’t  either . 2,450 

1869  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with 

a  nice  blend  of  subdued  orange  and  medium 
brown . 845 

1870  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  This  is  an  excep¬ 

tional  gem  example  with  light  blue  toning 
over  dark  brown  surfaces.  Considerable  or¬ 
ange  lustre  remains  on  both  obverse  and 
reverse.  ThR  example  is  very  close  to  “red 
brown.”  Sharply  struck  with  full  feather  de¬ 
tails  on  the  obverse  and  full  shield  details  on 
the  reverse .  1,395 

Lustrous  1870  Indian  Cent 
1870  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  Indian  cent  aficionado,  exhib¬ 
iting  full  light  orange  lustre  on  both  obverse 
and  reverse.  Sharply  struck  and  with  consid¬ 
erable  aesthetic  appeal .  1,875 

1870  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  This  lovely  cent  has 
exceptional  golden  orange  lustre  fading  to 
mahogany  and  light  blue  on  the  devices.  The 
reverse  is  nearly  full  light  orange.  A  wonder¬ 
ful  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur . 849 

Gem  Mint  State  1871  Cent 


1871  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Highly  attractive  fea¬ 
turing  considerable  orange  lustre  blended 
with  olive-brown.  Very  sharply  struck  with 
all  obverse  and  reverse  design  features  fully 
defined .  2,350 

Although  the  1872  gets  more  ink,  in  our  experi¬ 
ence  a  Mint  State  1871  is  about  on  a  par  with  the  1872 
rarity-wise.  The  present  piece  is  truly  lovely. 

1 87  1  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  This  is  an  amazing 
example  for  the  MS-64  grade.  The  surfaces 
are  pristine  with  medium  brown  toning 
and  traces  of  faded  orange  lustre.  All  de¬ 
tails  are  sharply  defined  on  both  obverse 
and  reverse .  1,095 


1872  VF-30  (PCI).  Deep  brown  with  lighter  tan 

devices . 339 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Highly  at¬ 

tractive  with  sharp  design  elements  and  out¬ 
standing  orange  lustre,  blended  with  medium 
brown  and  faint  blue  toning.  Quality  that  is 
sure  to  please.  The  reverse  has  a  prominent 
“retained  cud”  at  8:00 .  1,345 

A  retained  cud  is  similar  to  a  die  break,  where  a 
piece  of  the  coinage  die  actually  broke  away  from  the 
rest  of  the  die.  In  the  case  of  a  full  die  break,  this 
small  piece  actually  fell  away  from  the  die,  and  the 
struck  coin  exhibits  a  raised  blank  mass  of  metal  at 
this  point.  A  retained  cud  has  this  same  piece  still 
attached  to  the  main  portion  of  the  die,  with  the 
struck  coin  exhibiting  the  design  within  the  other¬ 
wise  raised  mass  of  metal. 

1874  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 

ample  with  lustrous  medium  brown  surfaces 
and  light  orange  along  the  borders . 675 

1874  MS-64  RB.  A  lovely  example  with  sharp 
design  features  and  very  light  tan  toning  over 
pale  orange  lustre . 395 

1874  AU-53.  Choice  light  brown  surfaces.  129 

1874  AU-50.  Pleasing  olive-brown .  125 

1875  MS-63  RB.  Sharply  struck  with  attractive 

brown  surfaces  highlighted  by  considerable 
orange  lustre . 295 

Choice  AU-58  1877  Indian  Cent 
Key  Date  in  the  Series 

1877  AU-58  (NGC).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 

ample  with  smooth  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces  and  hints  of  iridescent  blue  toning. 
Th  is  is  the  single  most  important  date 
among  all  Indian  cents,  and  is  always  in 
demand . 2,1 50 

1878  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

satiny  surfaces  and  pale  orange  lustre.  Very 
nearly  full  red . 895 

1878  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 

olive  lustre  and  considerable  eye  appeal.  A 
scarce  date  for  your  collection . 329 

1879  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  delightful  ex¬ 

ample,  sharply  struck  and  with  full  orange 
lustre.  A  few  minuscule  spots  and  abrasions 
keep  this  from  the  gem  category . 679 

1881  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example 
with  satiny  orange  lustre,  slightly  subdued  on 
the  reverse . 395 

1884  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  An  impressive  gem 
Proof  example.  The  obverse  is  mostly  full 
orange  while  the  reverse  has  deep  lilac  and 
teal  toning . 479 

1884  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  with  wisps  of  rose  and  lilac  toning  over 
mostly  orange,  lustrous  surfaces . 239 

1891  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive 

and  fully  brilliant  with  lovely  orange  lustre, 
very  slightly  subdued  on  the  highest  design 
points .  495 

1892  Proof-64  RB  (NGC).  An  attractive  Proof 

with  deep  orange  lustre  and  pale  blue  ton¬ 
ing . 265 


1899  MS-64  RB.  An  outstanding  example, 
mostly  brilliant  with  light  brown  toning.  89 
1899  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown  with  splashes 


of  orange . 65 

1899  MS-63  RB.  Light  brown  with  considerable 

orange  lustre . 65 

1899  MS-63  BN.  Lovely  olive-brown .  55 


1904  MS-66  RB  (NG(  ).  An  intriguing  example 
with  the  obverse  exhibiting  full  orange  lustre 
and  just  a  trace  of  peripheral  rose  toning.  The 
reverse  has  intermingled  deep  orange,  sea- 


green,  lilac,  and  iridescent  toning .  495 

1908  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  1  hghly  lustrous  with 
full  orange  surfaces . 675 


1908-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  wonderful 
choice  Mint  State  example  of  this  popular 
issue,  exhibiting  pale  orange  lustre.  Just  a 
trace  of  faint  brown  toning  is  noted,  how¬ 
ever,  this  easily  qualifies  as  full  “Red.”  First 
branch  mint  small  cent  issue  of  the  United 

States . 795 

1908-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Better  described  as 
mint  orange  with  some  hints  of  light 
woodgrain  toning.  A  splendid  1908-S.  Ex¬ 
ceptional  quality! . 495 

From  the  1909  (sic)  Mint  R cfxrrt: 

"The  manufacture  of  United  States  minor  coin 
was  instituted  at  this  mint  during  the  year  11908|,  and 
on  November  27,  1908,  the  first  1-cent  pieces  ever 
made  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  were  delivered  hy  the 
coiner  to  the  superintendent.  The  1  -cent  bronze  pieces 
struck  during  the  [1909  fiscal  year  extending  from  July 
1,  1908  to  June  30,  1909]  amounted  to  $14,240... 

“The  bronze  coins  manufactured  at  this  mint  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  were  made  on  the  silver  presses.  Two  new 
presses  for  bronze  coining  are  now  being  installed  to 
handle  this  class  of  work.” 

Lincoln  Cents 

For  many  numismatists,  Lincoln  cents  are 
the  first  series  collected,  especially  among  young 
collectors.  For  some,  this  beginning  turns  into  a 
serious  specialty,  for  others,  the  Lincoln  cent 
collection  is  replaced  by  other  interests.  For 
those  in  the  former  category,  we  have  several 
scarce,  high-quality  coins  in  stock,  and  are  al¬ 
ways  looking  for  more  nice  examples.  Never 
collected  this  series  before?  Discover  many  less 
expensive  coins  to  start  out. 

As  guides  to  appreciation  and  collecting, 
there  are  several  fine  books  on  Lincoln  cents, 
one  of  which  we  publish,  The  Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents,  by  the  talented  David  Lange, 
whose  writing  we  always  enjoy.  This  guide  tells 
you  just  about  all  you  ever  wanted  to  know  about 
Lincoln  cents  from  1909  onward,  plus  a  lot  of 
things  you  probably  never  dreamed  of  asking 
about!  See  our  Books  for  Sale  section. 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  with  frosty  orange  lustre  and  m 
descent  peripheral  toning.  Not  at  all  rare,  but 

certainly  a  treat  to  the  eye! .  185 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
orange  lustre .  79 
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Gem  1W-S  V.D.B.  Cent 
1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  We  have 
looked  very  intently  at  this  example,  and  we 
cannot  find  the  “brown”  mentioned  by 
PCGS.  Sharply  struck  and  fully  lustrous  with 
deep  orange  surfaces  on  both  obverse  and 
reverse.  This  is  the  Lincoln  cent  that  every- 
one  wants! . 2,995 

Victor  David  Brenner  designed  the  Lincoln  cent 
as  a  tribute  to  the  late  president.  The  first  year  of  issue 
coincided  with  the  centennial  of  Lincoln’s  birth.  The 
artist  felt  it  desirable  to  sign  his  work  in  similar  fashion 
to  many  other  artists  who  had  their  initials  included  as 
part  of  a  coin’s  design.  Brenner  included  his  initials 
very  prominently  at  bottom  of  the  reverse,  which  was 
found  objectionable  by  the  public.  Soon  after  the  first 
issue  of  these  coins,  new  dies  were  prepared  without  his 
initials.  Several  years  later,  in  1918,  the  artist’s  initials 
were  restored,  appearing  subtly  on  the  obverse  at  the 
base  of  Lincoln’s  shoulder. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Pleasing  me¬ 
dium  brown . 879 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Attractive  ol¬ 
ive-brown . 675 

1909  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  orange  lus¬ 
tre . 89 

1914-D  AU-55  (ANACS).  Sharply  struck 
with  glossy  medium  brown  surfaces  and 
splashes  of  lighter  tan.  A  pleasing  example 
of  this  scarce  date.  In  this  grade,  probahly  50 
times  rarer  than  an  equivalent  1909-S 

V.D.B.  cent . 1,095 

1916  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  splash 
of  darker  brown  toning  on  the  obverse.  .  55 
1921-S  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
example  with  an  extremely  sharp  strike  and 
highly  unusual  as  such.  Light  brown  with 
substantial  pale  orange  lustre.  This  is  a  very 
scarce  issue  in  gem  quality,  and  almost  never 
seen  with  full  “red”  cmginal  lustre . 995 

Important  1922  Plain  Cent 
1922  Plain.  Strong  Reverse.  EF-40  (PCGS). 
Pleasing  dark  brown  is  blended  with  steel 

toning .  1,850 

1930  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1930  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

193 1  -S  EF-40.  Olive-brown  and  tan  sur¬ 
faces . 59 

1935  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1936  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant  light  orange  lustre .  39 

1937  Proof-66  RD  (NGC)  Brilliant  and  beauti¬ 
ful  .  385 

1938-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous 

with  brilliant  orange  surfaces .  39 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1938- S  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 

example  with  bright  orange  lustre . 85 

1939  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant .  39 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1 939- 1 )  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant  light  orange  lustre . 89 


1940  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  orange  Proof 

surfaces.  A  lovely  gem  example . 99 

1940- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1941  Proof-65  RD  (NGC).  A  lovely  Proof  ex¬ 
ample . 99 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1941  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  orange 
gem . 89 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

194 1- D  MS-67  RD(PCGS).  An  amazing  gem  ex¬ 
ample  tied  for  finest  certified  by  PCGS.  ..115 

1941 - D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  orange 

lustre . 39 

194 1  'S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  or¬ 
ange  lustre . 49 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1942- D  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with 

brilliant  orange  surfaces .  1 1 5 

1942- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1943  Steel.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  59 

1943  Steel.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  gem  example 

with  fully  brilliant  light  gray  lustre .  35 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

194 3- D  Steel.  MS-68  (PCGS).  This  is  an  abso¬ 
lutely  incredible  example,  tied  for  finest  cer¬ 
tified  by  PCGS.  Fully  brilliant  with 
outstanding  light  gray  lustre,  and  also  sharply 
struck.  Satiny  and  slightly  prooflike  with 
numerous  microscopic  raised  die  lines  creat¬ 


ing  this  appearance .  795 

1943-D  Steel.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
light  gray  lustre . 69 

1943- D  Steel.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  steel 

gray  surfaces . 39 

1944  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 32 

1944- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1944-S  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and 
extremely  attractive . 99 

1944- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1945- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1946- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

lovely  orange  lustre .  39 

1947- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 39 

1948- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 39 

1949- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 39 

1950- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) .  39 

195 1- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 49 

195 1- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 59 

1952- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 39 

1953- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 39 

1954- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 32 


Mint  State  1955  Doubled  Die  Cent 

1955  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-63  BN 

(PCGS).  Lustrous  olive-brown  with  a  trace 
of  orange.  This  is  a  very  pleasing  example. 


This  variety  is  at  once  very  popular  and  quite 


distinctive .  1,750 

1955  Doubled  Die  obverse.  AU-55  (PCGS) 
Deep  brown  with  traces  of  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing .  1,150 

1955-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 32 

Set  Registry  ™  Quality 

1957  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality 

with  fully  brilliant  orange  lustre . 49 

1958-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 39 


Set  Registry™  Quality 

1964  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Virtual 
perfection.  This  extraordinary  Proof  example 
has  deeply  reflective  orange  fields  with  highly 
lustrous  devices . 350 

Set  Registry™  Quality 
1964  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  pinkish 
lustre . 69 

1966  Special  Mint  Set.  MS-67  RD  (PCGS). 

Prooflike  with  satiny  orange  lustre . 49 

1967  Special  Mint  Set  specimen.  MS-67  RD 

(PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny  orange 
lustre . 49 

1972  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-65  RD  (NGC). 
An  outstanding  example  of  this  popular  vari¬ 
ety  with  bright  orange  lustre .  519 

1974  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  An  impressive  gem, 

sharply  struck  and  fully  lustrous . 69 

1995  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-68  RD 
(PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  outstanding 

eye  appeal . 209 

1995  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-68  RD  (NGC). 

An  exceptional  example .  159 

1995  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-67  RD  (PCGS). 
Fully  brilliant  and  highly  attractive .  1 39 

1995  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 79 

1996  Mint  error.  Counter  brockage.  MS-65  RD. 

On  splayed  planchet,  etc.,  greatly  increasing 
its  diameter.  Interesting! . 99 


Two-Cent  Pieces 

Of  the  various  American  denominations 
two-cent  pieces  are  among  the  most  difficult  to 
find  in  a  combination  of  high  grade  and  qual¬ 
ity — right  along  with  Indian  and  Lincoln  cents, 
except  that  the  population  of  two-cent  pieces  is 
much  smaller.  Our  current  selection  is  very  brief. 
This  reflects  the  difficult  time  we  have  acquiring 
examples  for  our  inventory.  When  we  do,  they 
seem  to  sell  themselves. 

WE  WANT  TO  BUY!  1  lave  a  collection  of 
two-cent  pieces  for  sale?  Or  some  high  quality 
duplicates?  We  have  a  limitless  (almost)  cash 
reserve  just  waiting  to  buy  YOUR  coins!  Con¬ 
tact  Gordon  Wrubel  or  Mark  Borckardt  today! 

Two  Cent  piece  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  l  .S. 
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<nul  (.  olonial  C  oins.  ^  cs,  tins  Rx>k  h.i>>  a  section  on  two 
cent  pieces,  although  you  will  buy  your  copy  for  this  plus 
all  else  it  contains.  754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $135,  before  your  discount. 

U.S.  Cupper  Coins:  An  Action  (juidc  for  the  Col¬ 
lector  and  Investor.  By.  Q.  David  Bowers.  All  U.S. 
coppers  are  discussed.  1 76  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-302.  List  $9.95,  before  your  discount. 

Longuere’s  Tteo-Cent  Piece:  1864  Attribution 
Quide.  By  Frank  Leone.  Every  idiosyncrasy  of  the  1864 
two-cent  piece  has  been  studied  by  this  well-known 
author.  Offers  hours  of  enjoyment  attributing  your  col¬ 
lection.  248  pages.  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BLE-440. 
List  $24-95,  before  your  discount. 

1863  Pattern  Two-Cent  Piece 
Pollock-377,  Judd-312 

1863  pattern.  P-377,  J-312.  Proof-58  (PCGS). 

Very  similar  to  the  regular  design  issued  the 
following  year.  The  obverse  motto  reads 
GOD  OUR  TRUST  and  the  word  CENTS 
on  the  reverse  is  more  curved.  Otherwise,  the 
design  is  virtually  identical  to  the  regular  is¬ 
sue.  Intermingled  olive-hrown  and  lighter 
tan  with  very  slight  traces  of  wear  on  the 
highest  points .  1,795 

1864  Small  Motto.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Pleasing 

medium  brown  surfaces.  The  key  issue  of  the 
series . ?.\ . 239 

1868  AU-58  (PCGS).  Glossy  dark  brown.  149 

1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Lightly  reflective 

with  pale  orange  Proof  lustre  and  attractive 
iridescent  toning .  845 

1870  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonder¬ 
ful  example  with  medium  brown  surfaces 


Just  wondering 

Sent  by  Karen  R. 

Why  is  the  time  of  day  with  the 
slowest  traffic  called  rush  hour? 

If  con  is  the  opposite  of  pro,  is 
Congress  the  opposite  of  progress? 

Why  are  they  called  apartments 
when  they  are  all  stuck  together? 

Why  don’t  you  ever  see  the 
headline  “Psychic  Wins  Lottery?’’ 

Why  isn’t  there  mouse-fla¬ 
vored  'cat  food? 

Why  don’t  sheep  shrink  when 
it  rains? 

Why  is  it  that  to  stop  Windows 
98,  you  have  to  click  on  “Start?” 

Why  is  “abbreviated”  such  a 
long  word? 

Why  is  it  that  doctors  call 
w-hat  they  do  “practice”? 

Why  is  the  man  who  invests 
all  your  money  called  a  broker? 

Why  does  the  sun  lighten  our 
hair,  but  darkens  our  skin? 


highlighted  by  mellow  orange  lustre.  A 
scarce  issue  seldom  encountered  in  higher 

quality . 495 

1871  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  ex¬ 
ample  w  ith  deep  brown  surfaces  and  traces  of 
original  lustre . 695 

Choice  Proof  1873  Two-Cent  Piece 
Closed  3  Date  Logotype 
A  Proof-Only  Issue 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  An  im¬ 
pressive  gem  Proof  with  reflective  dark  brown 
surfaces.  An  important  opportunity  for  the 
aesthetically  minded  specialist .  1,695 

NICKEL  THREE- 

Cent  pieces 

Three-cent  pieces  of  nickel  alloyed  with  cop¬ 
per  were  introduced  in  1865  to  provide  a 
medium  of  exchange  in  a  market  milieu  in 
which  there  were  NO  silver  coins  in  circulation 
in  the  East  or  Midwest.  Much  if  not  most  of  the 
nickel  came  from  a  mine  at  Lancaster  Gap, 
Pennsylvania,  controlled  by  Joseph  Wharton 
(who  had  close  and  heavy  ties  with  politicians 
and  the  Mint;  today,  the  Wharton  School  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  is  named  for  him). 
By  the  way,  in  our  editorial  backlog  is  a  great 
article  on  the  Lancaster  Gap  Mine — watch  for  it 
in  a  future  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 

Although  the  1865  nickel  three-cent  piece 
was  minted  in  large  numbers,  demand  for  it 
failed  to  materialize,  and  the  introduction  of  the 
Shield  nickel  the  next  year  sealed  its  fate. 

For  present-day  numismatists  this  specialty 
comprises  a  short  and  sweet  series,  from  1865- 
1889,  including  several  scarce  and  rare  issues, 
however,  very  easy  to  complete.  There  are  no 
“impossible”  rarities,  coins  that  are  out  of  reach 
of  the  average  collector.  In  fact,  depending  on 
condition,  the  entire  set  can  be  completed  eas¬ 
ily  with  a  modest  budget.  As  you  scan  the 
following  brief  offering,  remember,  you’ll  appre¬ 
ciate  our  quality  and  value. 

We’ve  been  buying  and  selling  nickel  three- 
cent  pieces  for  nearly  50  years,  and  there  has 
never  been  a  time  when  they  have  “accumu¬ 
lated”  in  our  inventory.  The  demand  is 
non-stop!  However,  since  our  last  issue  we’ve  ac¬ 
quired  a  number  of  really  nifty  specimens — all 
presented  for  you  below. 

WE  WANT  TO  BUY!  Have  a  collection 
of  three-cent  pieces  for  sale?  Or  some  high 
quality  duplicates?  We  have  a  limitless  (al¬ 
most)  cash  reserve  just  waiting  to  buy  YOUR 
coins!  Gontact  Gordon  Wruhel  or  Mark 
Borckardt  today! 

Three-cent  nickel  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 


and  Colonial  Coins.  Yes,  Virginia,  there  i»  a  ■-< ,  1 1,  >i 
nickel  three-cent  pieces,  tucked  among  754  pages  in 
this  must-half  volume.  Illustrated.  Hardbound  Stock 
No.  BBR-764-  List  $1 35,  before  your  discount 

United  States  THree-Cent  and  Five -Cent  Pieces: 
An  Action  (juide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor.  Bv  Q 
David  Bowers.  An  inside  view  of  these  series.  168 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-3CB  List 
$9.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Authoritative  Reference  on  Tbree-Ceni 
Nickels.  By  Kevin  Flynn  and  Edward  Fletcher  Fhe 
only  reference  available  dealing  sol  ely  with  this  19*^ 
century  denomination.  If  you  have  even  one  nickel 
three-cent  piece,  this  Kx>k  will  aid  in  your  appreciation 
of  it.  160  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No. 
BFL-300.  List  $37.95,  before  your  discount. 

1865  MS-63.  Lustrous  light  gray .  145 

Gem  Cameo  Proof  1866  Three-Cent 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1866  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  amazing 

gem  has  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  Very 
deeply  mirrored  fields  and  lustrous  devices 
provide  a  high  degree  of  cameo  contrast. 
Faint  amber  toning  is  present  on  both  sides. 
PCGS  has  only  graded  four  examples  as 
Cameo,  with  just  a  single  finer  Proof-66 
Cameo  example.  This  is  an  extremely  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  specialist .  2,375 

“Cameo”  is  relatively  new  nomenclature,  and  no 
doubt  there  are  others  “out  there”  that  in  time  will  be 
called  “cameo.”  That  said,  the  above  coin  is  very  special 
for  its  overall  quality — a  winner  for  the  connoisseur. 

1866  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 
with  slight  cameo  contrast.  Lustrous  light 

gray  devices . 639 

1866  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with 
delicate  golden  toning.  A  truly  choice  speci¬ 
men  of  the  second  year  of  the  nickel  three- 
cent  denomination .  295 

Set  Registry™  Quality- 
1869  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  gorgeous  ex¬ 
ample  with  very  light  champagne  toning 
over  deeply  mirrored  fields.  Both  obverse  and 
reverse  have  lustrous  devices.  Very  nearly 
Cameo  quality .  1 ,395 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1871  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lovely  light  gray  with 
outstanding  aesthetic  appeal.  This  is  an  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  advanced  collec¬ 
tor.  Gem  quality  examples  of  the  early  Proof 
coins  of  this  denomination,  i.e.  prior  to  1877, 

are  extremely  challenging .  1 ,895 

1871  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  hints  of  champagne  toning  on  the 
reverse.  A  delightful  example  with  moder¬ 
ately  reflective  Proof  surfaces . 495 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  reflective  fields  and  lustrous  de¬ 
vices,  all  visible  beneath  a  shear  drape  of 
champagne  toning .  1 ,1 50 
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187  3  C  losed  3.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample .  125 

Gem  1875  Three-Cent  Piece 
Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1875  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
gem  Mint  State  example  with  outstanding 
frosty  gray  lustre  and  light  champagne  ton¬ 
ing.  Unusually  sharply  struck  with  impec¬ 
cable  surfaces.  A  tiny  planchet  flake,  as 
struck,  is  visible  in  the  lower  reverse  field. 
This  example  is  tied  with  10  others  for  finest 
certified  honors  by  PCGS . 2,250 

1875  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  attractive  with 

hints  of  light  gold  toning  over  frosty  lustre.  A 
scarce  issue  from  a  mintage  of  just  228,000 
examples .  375 

1876  Proof-63  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 

with  light  gray  mirrored  surfaces . 369 

Choice  Proof  1877  Three-Cent  Piece 

1877  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

reflective  pale  gold  surfaces  and  slight  cameo 
contrast.  This  is  a  Proof-only  issue  and  always 
in  demand .  1,795 

1878  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  ex¬ 

ample  of  this  Proof-only  issue  with  very  light 
champagne  toning  over  satiny  gray  surfaces. 
Moderate  cameo  contrast  adds  to  the  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal  of  this  example .  1,095 

1878  Proof-65  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  gem 

Proof  example  with  lustrous  nickel-gray  sur¬ 
faces,  satiny  on  the  obverse  and  lightly  re¬ 
flective  on  the  reverse.  This  lovely  example 
has  the  appearance  of  a  circulation  strike, 
except  that  it  was  only  struck  in  Proof  for¬ 
mat . 829 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1879  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 

ing  gem  with  delightful  amber  toning  and 
light  gray  Proof  surfaces.  The  fields  are  deeply 
mirrored  around  lustrous  devices . 995 

1880  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example 

with  satiny  surfaces  and  very  light  Proof  lus¬ 
tre.  Pale  bluish  gray  surfaces  provide  consid¬ 
erable  aesthetic  appeal . 845 

1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 

gem  Proof  example  with  reflective  light  gray 
fields  and  lustrous  devices.  This  qualifies 
fully  as  a  Cameo,  although  not  designated  as 
mm  h . 995 

1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  light  gray 
Proof  with  moderately  mirrored  fields.  .  795 

1881  MS-65  (NGC).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample,  slightly  prooflike,  with  light  cameo 
•  ontraM  . 745 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1882  Three-Cent 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1882  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  is  a  stun¬ 
ning  gem  Proof  with  deeply  reflective  fields 
and  strong  cameo  contrast.  The  devices  are 
lustrous  light  gray.  We  are  certain  this  ex¬ 
ample  will  please  most  any  collector.  1,575 

1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  gem  Proof  has 

satiny  gray  lustre  with  pale  champagne  ton¬ 
ing.  Light  cameo  contrast  is  noted,  especially 
on  the  obverse .  775 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1883  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  wonderful 
gem  Proof  with  full  cameo  contrast.  Reflec¬ 
tive  fields  and  lustrous  devices  are  accented 
by  light  gold  toning.  A  highly  desirable  low- 
mintage  issue.  Set  Registry™  quality.  ..  995 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1884  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Highly  attrac¬ 

tive  with  mirrored  fields  and  lustrous  devices. 
Pale  gold  toning  adds  to  the  aesthetic  appeal 
of  this  gem.  PCGS  has  only  graded  seven 
examples  at  this  grade  level  with  a  single 
finer  Proof-67  Cameo  submission.  Set  Regis¬ 
try™  quality .  1,095 

1885  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  delightful  Proof  ex¬ 

ample  with  reflective  pale  gray  surfaces  and 
light  cameo  contrast.  Sure  to  please . 445 

Gem  Proof  1886  Three-Cent  Piece 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1886  Proof-67  (PCGS).  This  superb  Proof  has 

sharp  design  elements  and  highly  attractive 
toning.  The  surfaces  are  moderately  reflec¬ 
tive,  resembling  circulation  strike  examples 
of  this  denomination.  This  date,  however, 
was  only  struck  in  Proof  format .  1,595 

1887/6  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  cameo  gem,  al¬ 
though  not  designated  as  such,  with  faint 
blue  toning  over  light  gray  surfaces.  This 
overdate  variety  was  only  minted  in  Proof 
format.  The  overdate  features  are  sharp,  in¬ 
cluding  doubling  inside  the  loops  of  both 
8’s . 895 

Gem  Proof  1887  Three-Cent  Piece 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1887  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  lovely  light  gray 

Proof  example  has  lustrous  devices  sur¬ 
rounded  by  mirrored  fields.  Virtually  Cameo 
quality.  A  candidate  for  the  advanced  collec¬ 
tor.  In  our  opinion  this  is  the  very  rarest  of  all 
later  Proofs  in  the  series,  with  an  estimated 
1,000  struck .  2,250 

The  mintage  of  the  1887  “perfect  date”  (non- 
overdate)  is  unknown,  and  is  part  of  the  total  of  2,960 
Proofs  struck  this  year  for  both  varieties  combined.  As 
the  1887/6  is  encountered  about  twice  as  often  as  the 
1 887,  an  estimated  mintage  of  1 ,000  seems  reasonable. 
This  1,000  number  can  he  easily  compared  with  the 
published  figures  for  other  dates  of  the  era. 

1888  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  cameo  gem  with  exceptional  contrast 


between  lustrous  devices  and  mirrored  fields. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  hold  design 


features . 975 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
frosty  obverse  and  reverse  surfaces . 695 


1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  light  gray 
Proof  for  your  date  or  type  collection.  ..  545 
1889  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 

very  lightly  reflective  surfaces .  395 

1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  with 
frosty  gray  lustre  accented  by  wisps  of  amber 
toning.  A  pleasing  example  of  the  final  year 
of  issue  for  this  denomination . 465 

Silver  Three-Cent 
Pieces 

Silver  three-cent  pieces  are  fascinating  to 
collect.  The  entire  series  from  1851  through 
1873  is  available,  with  no  “impossible”  rarities, 
although  in  general  the  issues  after  1863  are 
quite  elusive.  We  are  eager  buyers  of  silver 
three-cent  pieces  if  you  have  some  choice  ex¬ 
amples  for  sale. 

Three-cent  silver  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Copies  of  this  reference  may  he 
found  on  every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  offices 
(or,  if  the  desk  is  especially  cluttered,  then  on  the 
floor!).  An  indispensable  work.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

United  States  Three-Cent  and  Five -Cent  Pieces: 
An  Action  Quide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor.  By  Q. 

David  Bowers.  An  inside  view  of  these  series.  168 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303.  List 
$9.95,  before  your  discount. 

1852  MS-63  (NGC).  An  outstanding  example 
of  the  first  design  type,  with  fully  lustrous  sil¬ 
ver  surfaces . 319 

1854  AU-55  (PCGS,  Benson  Collection)  Bril¬ 
liant  silver  fields  with  splashes  of  gold  and 
iridescence  at  the  borders.  An  attractive 
specimen  of  the  first  year  of  the  highly  de¬ 
sired  Type  II  motif. . 369 

Lustrous  1858  Three-Cent  Silver 
1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  out¬ 
standing  silver  lustre.  Final  year  of  issue  for 

the  Type  II  design .  1,695 

1858  MS-63  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  with 
frosty  white  lustre.  This  is  the  scarce  “Type 
II”  design . 769 

1870  AU-58  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  is  subdued  by 
deep  grayish  brown  and  iridescent  toning.  775 

1871  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  gray  surfaces  with 

considerable  lustre  and  wisps  of  iridescent 
toning.  Slightly  reflective  fields  are  mostly 
visible  around  devices .  505 
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Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces  for  Sale 


Nickel  Five-Cent 
_ Pieces _ 

Shield  Nickels 

Shield  nickels  are  the  first  coins  of  the  de¬ 
nomination  struck  in  nickel  alloy,  introduced 
during  the  continuing  shortage  of  small  denomi¬ 
nation  silver  coins,  when  citizens  were  forced  to 
use  Fractional  Currency  notes,  which  soon  be¬ 
came  tattered  and  torn.  First  introduced  to  the 
public  in  1866,  this  denomination  and  composi¬ 
tion  has  been  an  important  part  of  our 
circulating  coinage  ever  since. 

Nickel  five-cent  references  (all  designs): 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Much  ado  about  nickel  five-cent 
pieces  will  he  found  here!  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $155,  before 
your  discount. 

United  States  Three-Cent  and  Five-Cent  Pieces: 
An  Actum  Quide  for  the  Collector  aiul  Investor.  By  Q. 

David  Bowers.  An  inside  view  of  these  series.  168 
pages,  illustrated.  Softhound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303.  List 
$9.95,  before  your  discount. 

Treasure  Hunting  Liberty  Head  Nickels.  By 

Kevin  Flynn  and  Bill  van  Note.  This  book  will  make 
attribution  of  your  Liberty  Head  nickel  varieties  a 
breeze!  130  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No. 
BFL-301.  List  $29.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Buffalo  Nickels.  By  David 
Lange.  This  second  edition  is  updated  with  new  infor¬ 
mation,  has  illustrations,  prices,  and  striking 
characteristics  of  each  issue,  all  by  one  of  the  more 
careful  observers  among  modern  researchers.  198  pages, 
illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-106A.  List 
$36.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Cherrypicker’s  Quide  to  Rare  Die  Varieties. 
Fourth  Edition  -  Volume  One.  By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T. 
Stanton.  Now  in  its  fourth  edition,  the  Cherrypicker’s 
Guide  provides  detailed  descriptions  of  varieties  that 
can  he  acquired  unattributed  at  conventions,  in  collec¬ 
tions,  and  even  in  your  pocket  change!  This  fourth 
edition  has  been  separated  into  multiple  volumes  cover¬ 
ing  all  denominations.  422  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral 
hound.  Stock  No.  BF1-950.  List  $34-95,  before  your  dis¬ 
count. 


Gem  Proof  1866  With  Rays  Nickel 


1866  With  Rays.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  this  issue,  for  which  we  esti¬ 
mate  that  fewer  than  500  were  struck  (some 
estimate  the  mintage  as  only  about  125!).  A 
highly  imp<  irtant  coin,  representing  as  it  does 
the  first  year  of  issue,  one  of  just  two  years 
with  the  rays  feature  on  the  reverse,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  a  notable  rarity  in  Proof  for- 


The  new  nickel  denomination  was  not  introduced 
until  summer  1866,  by  which  time  many  numismatists 
had  already  ordered  their  Proof  coins  for  the  year. 
Thus,  distribution  was  limited,  despite  the  Mint  in¬ 
forming  interested  collectors  that  single  Proof'  were 
available  for  10«  each. 

1866  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An 
attractive  specimen  of  this  “must  have"  date, 
one  that  will  neatly  answer  the  call  for  this 

space  in  your  type  set .  785 

On  the  obverse  and  reverse  are  several  interesting 
die  cracks.  We  strongly  recommend  that  you  lay  in  a 
supply  of  the  popular  “Eagle”  albums  we  offer  (at 
discount  prices).  Each  album  page  holds  nine  PCGS, 
NGC,  or  similar  certified  coins.  You  can  watch  your 
collection  as  it  grows,  and  easily  examine  die  charac¬ 
teristics  such  as  the  cracks  just  mentioned. 

1866  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  light 

gold  toning  over  satiny  lustre .  395 

1867  Without  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely 

example  with  pale  amber  toning .  295 

1871  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 
reflective  gray  fields  and  slight  cameo  con¬ 
trast . 499 

1871  Proof-63  (PCGS,  Benson  Collection).  A 
lovely  specimen  of  this  scarce  Proof. . 425 

1871  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  extremely  important 

opportunity  for  the  specialist.  In  fact,  this  is 
the  second  rarest  date  among  all  circulation 
strike  issues.  Only  1880  is  more  elusive.  A 
choice  example  with  frosty  lustre  and  pale 
gold  toning . 595 

Gem  Proof  1872  Nickel 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1872  Proof-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 

Proof  with  reflective  fields  and  lustrous  de¬ 
vices.  Light  gold  toning  adds  to  the  aesthetic 
appeal  of  this  cameo  example .  1,475 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 

ample  with  light  gold  toning  over  reflective 
gray  Proof  surfaces . 395 

1874  Doubled  Date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  at¬ 
tractive  example  has  frosty  light  gray  lustre 
with  a  whisper  of  champagne  toning.  Sharply 
doubled  date.  Similar  to  FS-010.7,  however, 
with  a  slightly  different  date  position. ..  575 

1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  gray  lustre 

with  extremely  sharp  design  features .  450 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 

lustrous  light  gray  surfaces  and  very  light 
champagne  toning.  This  is  a  scarce  issue  in 
circulation  strike  format . 369 

1876  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gray  example  of 

choice  quality.  Popular  Centennial  year  is¬ 
sue . 329 

Gem  Cameo  Proof  1  880  Nickel 

1880  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem 

with  lovely  light  gray  surfaces .  1 ,075 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1881  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Sharply  de¬ 

fined  with  light  cameo  contrast.  Hints  of 
champagne  toning  add  to  the  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal  of  this  gem .  795 


1881  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  chi>u» 
Mint  State  example  with  frosty  light  gray 
lustre.  Shield  nickels  of  the  late  1870s  and 
early  1880s  are  often  difficult  to  attribute, 
with  Proofs  and  circulation  strikes  often 
looking  quite  similar.  This  example  is  un¬ 
questionably  a  circulation  strike,  and  quite 

rare  as  such .  795 

1881  AU-58.  Attractive  light  gray  w  ith  satm\ 

lustre  and  considerable  eye  appeal .  595 

1881  VF-25  (PCGS).  Natural  light  gray  surfaces. 
A  planchet  lamination  at  left  obverse  re¬ 
sembles  a  retained  cud.  Interesting .  379 

1881  F-l 5.  Pleasing  light  gray  surfaces .  299 

1882  Proof-66  (PC X3S).  A  sharply  'truck  gem 

Proof  example  w  ith  satiny  light  gray  lustre. 
Aesthetically  desirable  with  a  trace  of  rose- 
toning  on  the  reverse . 925 

Set  Registry™  Quality 
1882  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  wonder¬ 
ful  gem  Proof  example  has  deeply  reflective 
mirrored  fields  and  highly  lustrous  devices 

wi  th  subliminal  gold  toning .  595 

1882  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  frosty 
gray  surfaces .  329 

1882  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 

for  the  grade .  155 

1883  Shield.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lovely  gold  ton¬ 
ing  caver  satiny  lustre .  119 

1883/2  Overdate.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and 
quite  choice  for  the  grade.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  elusive  varieties  in  the  entire  Shield 
nickel  series .  335 

liberty  head  Nickels 

We’ve  always  liked  Liberty  Head  nickels, 
and  for  us  there  is  never  such  a  thing  as  having 
too  many  in  stock!  In  this  issue  our  offering  be¬ 
gins  with  1883  and  concludes  with  pieces  of  the 
early  20th  century,  and  along  the  way  includes 
many  interesting  and  worthwhile  specimens. 

Set  Registry™  Quality 
1883  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Outstand¬ 
ing  quality  with  sharp  design  features  and 
exceptional  satiny  lustre.  Just  a  trace  of  pale 
gold  toning  is  present.  A  common  issue  in  a 
decidedly  uncommon  grade.  In  fact,  only 
nine  submissions  have  received  a  higher  MS- 


67  grade  from  PCGS . 865 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply 

struck  with  lustrous  nickel  gray  surfaces  and 
pale  gold  toning . 85 

1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Reflective  light  gray 

with  moderate  cameo  contrast .  575 


1884  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example.  289 
1 886  Proof-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  Pn  >t 
with  lightly  reflective  fields  and  a  hint  of 
cameo  contrast.  Pale  gold  and  heather  toning 

adds  to  the  appeal  of  this  gem . 975 

1886  AU-58.  Lustrous  light  gra\  snrl  ices  A 
scarce  and  popular  issue,  second  only  to  the 


mat .  3,995 
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1885  in  rarity  among  19th-century  Liberty 
Head  nickels . 629 

1886  AU-53.  Attractive  pale  gray  with  consid¬ 
erable  lustre . 485 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 

taint  toning  over  light  gray  lustre .  175 

1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  gem 

Proof  with  splashes  of  attractive  gold  toning. 
Lightly  reflective  fields .  569 

1890  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 

with  light  iridescent  toning .  155 

1895  Proof-65  (NGC).  This  lovely  gem  Proof 
has  deeply  mirrored  fields  and  lightly  frosted 
devices,  a  pleasing  cameo.  Sharply  struck  as 
nearly  all  Proofs  are,  with  very  faint  cham¬ 
pagne  toning . 665 

1895  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample . 99 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  gray  with 

pale  champagne  toning.  An  elusive  date  in 
Mint  State . 229 

1897  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  stunning  gem 

Proof  with  deep  mirrored  fields  and  light 
cameo  contrast.  Pale  gold  toning  adds  to  the 
overall  appeal  of  this  example . 879 

1897  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  nickel  gray  sur¬ 
faces .  129 

1901  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  gray..  125 

1902  Proof-64  (NGC).  An  exceptionally  attrac¬ 
tive  example  with  amber,  rose,  and  iridescent 
toning  over  deeply  mirrored  surfaces. ...  285 

1905  MS-64.  Sharply  struck  with  frosty  lustre 

and  very  light  champagne  toning . 219 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Choice  quality  with  lus¬ 

trous  medium  gray  surfaces  and  subliminal 
iridescent  toning .  209 

1907  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  lovely  light  gray  Proof 

with  faint  cameo  contrast.  In  a  first  genera¬ 
tion  PCGS  holder .  1 39 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant  nickel  gray  lustre .  1 19 

1908  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example 

with  brilliant  lustre .  119 

1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  choice  light  gray  ex¬ 
ample . 229 

1910  AU-58  (PCGS).  Pale  gray  with  nearly 

complete  lustre  and  very  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing .  59 

191 2-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Pleasing  iridescent  toning 
over  satiny  lustre.  This  is  the  only  year  for 
branch  mint  issues  among  Liberty  nickels.  369 

Choice  Mint  State  1912-S  Nickel 

1 9 1 2-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  pleasing  example  with 
satiny  gray  lustre  and  attractive  pale  gold  ton¬ 
ing.  Although  a  few  minor  blemishes  are 
noted,  this  is  a  truly  lovely  example.  ..  1 ,795 

1912-S  MS-63  (PCGS,  Benson  Collection). 
Lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A 
few  flecks  here  and  there.  Always  desirable 
and  in  demand  as  the  lowest  mintage  issue 
1883-1912  and  as  the  only  San  Francisco 
Mint  variety  of  the  design .  1,345 


1912- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example 

of  this  scarce  and  popular  issue.  Satiny  gray 
surfaces  with  peripheral  gold  toning.  A  sharp 
impression .  1,295 

Buffalo  Nickels 

If  you  like  Buffalo  nickels,  you’ll  love  doing 
business  with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries, 
as  for  years  we  have  been  the  primary  source 
for  many  connoisseurs  building  really  choice 
collections. 

If  you  are  just  beginning  a  specialty  in  Buffalo 
nickels,  this  listing  offers  a  particularly  extensive 
selection — one  of  the  finest  ever.  If  you  are  an 
advanced  specialist,  then  we  invite  you  to  order 
pieces  that  you  still  need.  Either  way,  a  very  nice 
selection  awaits  you! 

1913  Buffalo  Type  1.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  outstanding  light  gray  lustre  and 

pale  gold  toning . 259 

1913  Buffalo  Type  1.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light 
gold  toning . 69 

1 91 3- D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A 

pleasing  gem  quality  example  for  your  date  or 
type  collection . 289 

191 3-S  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gem 
quality  example  with  light  gold  toning  on  the 

obverse,  pale  blue  on  the  reverse . 695 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light 
gold  toning  with  outstanding  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal.  Modified  design  with  the  Buffalo  stand¬ 
ing  in  a  prairie . 365 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Highly  lustrous  with  very  light  cham¬ 
pagne  toning .  109 

1913-D  Buffalo  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 
lovely  example  with  lustrous  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 539 

1913-D.  Type  II.  VF-30.  Attractive  and  natural 
medium  gray  surfaces . 95 

1913- S  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

and  beautiful.  A  splendid  specimen  of  one 
of  the  keys  to  the  series.  You’ll  love  the 
quality!  .  1 ,295 

1914- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Choice  quality  with  lus¬ 

trous  light  gray  surfaces  and  pale  gold  toning. 
The  obverse  has  several  prominent  rim 
breaks . 395 

1914-D  F-l  5.  Pleasing  medium  gray  surfaces. 79 
1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

delightful  iridescent  toning . 459 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  sat¬ 
iny  lustre . 459 


Gem  Proof  1915  Nickel 


1915  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  splendid 


Matte  Proof  with  fully  brilliant  and  satiny 
grayish  white  lustre,  and  extremely  sharp 
design  definition.  An  outstanding  example 
that  is  among  the  finest  we  have  handled  in 
recent  times.  Certain  to  please  the  connois¬ 
seur.  Very  few  high  quality  Matte  Proof  nick¬ 
els  survive  today,  especially  from  the  later 
issues  (1915  and  1916),  with  their  very  low 
mintages.  Just  1,050  Proof  examples  of  this 
issue  were  coined .  2,195 

191 5- D  MS-62  (NGC).  Satiny  gray  lustre  with 

very  light  champagne  toning.  Average  strike 
for  this  issue . '..  289 

1916- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 

brilliant  satin  lustre  and  hints  of  light  gold 
toning.  Quite  sharply  struck  with  weakness 
only  at  top  of  the  buffalo’s  front  leg . 469 

1916- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  gold 

toning  over  nickel  gray  surfaces.  Average 
strike  for  this  issue .  295 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  bright 

gray  lustre.  Somewhat  softly  struck  at  the 
centers  of  obverse  and  reverse .  139 

191 7- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Some  central  weakness 

is  noted.  This  lustrous  example  possesses  con¬ 
siderable  aesthetic  appeal.  Mostly  brilliant 
with  traces  of  champagne  toning .  1,095 

Choice  Mint  State  1917 -S  Nickel 

191 7-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  rare  issue  with  fully  brilliant 
satin  lustre  and  hints  of  very  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing.  Sharply  struck,  especially  for  this  west¬ 
ern  issue.  An  important  opportunity  for  the 
advanced  collector .  1,995 

Gem  Mint  State  1918  Nickel 

1918  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  gorgeous  gem  ex¬ 

ample  is  truly  a  coin  for  the  connoisseur. 
Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  lustre  and  very  faint 
champagne  toning .  1,595 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  If 
you  have  been  seeking  a  very  high  quality 
specimen,  this  is  it!  .  575 

Important  1918/7-D  Nickel 


1918/7-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  This  is  a  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  with  choice  light  gray  surfaces.  This  is 
one  of  few  overdate  varieties  produced  in  the 
20th  century  at  the  Denver  Mint.  In  fact,  the 
only  other  variety  that  immediately  comes  to 
mind  is  the  1942/1 -D  Mercury  dime.  These 
20th-century  overdates  are  technically 
doubled  dies,  impressed  once  with  a  1917 
dated  hub,  then  receiving  a  second  impression 
from  a  1918-dated  hub .  6,650 
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Rare  Coin  Review  M  47 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


This  &  That 


CONGRATULATIONS  to  Dou¬ 
glas  Ball,  distinguished  student  in  the 
field  of  American  finance,  American 
currency,  and  other  specialties,  in  re¬ 
ceiving  the  Numismatic  Ambassador 
Award  from  Krause  Publications,  pre¬ 
sented  in  a  special  ceremony  in  New 
York  on  January  16,  2002. 

WHY  WOULD  WE  THINK 
THAT?  “I  am  deeply  troubled  about 
asserting  these  rights,  because  it  may 
be  perceived  that  I  have  something 
to  hide. ’’(Kenneth  L.  Lay  of  Enron, 
taking  the  Fifth  Amendment,  before 
Congress  as  quoted  in  Newsweek ) 

WITH  APOLOGIES  TO 
FORREST  GUMP?  “Wealth  Hap¬ 
pens”  (headline  in  a  recent  Harvard 
Business  Review). 

ONLY  OUR  GOVERNMENT 

could  think  of  a  title  such  as  (we  are  not 
kidding)  “Assistant  Deputy  Executive 
Associate  Commissioner  for  Immigra¬ 
tion  Services,”  this  being  recently  as¬ 
signed  to  Janice  Sposato,  of  the  Immi¬ 
gration  and  Naturalization  Services 
(cited  by  Michelle  Malkin,  syndicated 
columnist). 

INTERESTING  TITLE:  Udderly 
Beautiful  is  the  name  of  a  new  book  on 
antique  milk  bottles,  by  John  Totten. 

NICE  CATCH,  TOM!  Tom 

DeLorey,  long-time  numismatist,  looked 
at  a  sketch  of  the  proposed  2003  Mis¬ 
souri  State  Reverse  quarter  design  and 
noticed  that  a  certain  word  was  mis¬ 
spelled:  BICENNTENIAL,  this  after  the 


design  had  slipped  by  several  levels  of 
government  and  mint  review!  However, 
rather  than  saying,  “Thank  you,  Tom,” 
the  chairperson  and  spokesperson  of  the 
Citizens  Commemorative  Coin  Advisory 
Committee:  “were  not  worried  about  the 
spelling... and  felt  comfortable  that  er¬ 


rors  like  this  would  not  slip  through  to 
final  stages  of  design."  (Per  Numismatic 
News)  •  Private  memo  to  Tom  DeLorey: 
Next  time,  he  quiet  and  let  the  error  ap¬ 
pear  in  coinage  form! 

NEWS  FROM  HERE  AND 
THERE  from  a  recent  issue  of  the  An¬ 
tique  Trader,  a  weekly  paper  devoted  to 
its  title  subject,  and  now  under  the  wing 
of  the  Krause  publishing  empire:  The 
first  image  printed  by  a  photographic 
process,  by  Nicephore  Niepce,  verified  as 
having  been  made  in  1825,  fetched 
$443,220  at  Sotheby’s.  •  Malcolm 
Forbes’  example  of  a  draft  of  Lincoln’s 
last  speech  was  knocked  down  for  $3.1 
million  at  Christie’s,  according  to  spe¬ 
cialist  Chris  Coover.  •  In  Bigfork,  Mon¬ 
tana,  the  International  Butter  Pat  Mu¬ 
seum  will  soon  reopen  its  doors.  “A  but¬ 
ter  pat  is  a  miniature  plate,  part  of  a 
place  setting  of  fine  china  used  to  hold 
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an  individual  portion  of  butter.  •  (  red  it 
card  scams  taint  certain  Internet  auc¬ 
tions — specifically,  the  use  of  stolen  card 
numbers.  •  Leslie  Hindman,  a  super-sui 
cessful  auctioneer  of  antiques  who  sold 
out  to  Sotheby’s,  then  left,  and  who  is 
well  known  as  a  TV  personality  in  the 
same  field  (when  will  the  Rare  Coin  Road 
Show  premiere?),  is  now  going  to  open 
Leslie  Hindman  Fine  Art  and  Antiques 
in  Chicago.  Deja  vu,  it  would  seem.  • 

People  who  collect  matchcovers  are 
called  phillumenists.  (Wonder  it  this  term 
will  stick,  or  like  syngraphist,  will  it  lan¬ 
guish?)  •  Ouch!  On  page  46  we  read 
that  the  publication  is  part  of  the  “an¬ 
tiques  iitdustry."  We  should  throw  in  the 
towel  on  this  one.  If  owners  of  antiques 
shops  want  to  consider  themselves  indus' 
trialists,  so  he  it! 

MOST  IMPORTANT:  A  survey  of 
the  readers  of  the  New  England  Numis - 
matic  Association  NEWS  revealed  that 
the  single  most  important  item  for  read¬ 
ers  was  “articles,’  more  than  any  other 
features  of  their  quarterly  journal. 
Among  other  things,  more  members 
liked  conventions  that  moved  to  a  differ¬ 
ent  place  each  year,  instead  of  being  in 
the  same  town.  B&M  staffers  constantly 
travel  to  conventions  all  over  the  place. 

The  ones  that  are  fixed  in  a  given  loca¬ 
tion  (Baltimore,  Long  Beach,  and  Or¬ 
lando  come  to  mind)  have  the  advan¬ 
tage  that  they  are  familiar  in  terms  of 
hotel  quality,  nearby  restaurants  and 
other  activities,  and,  often,  convention 
helpers  who  have  done  this  before  and 
are  tuned  into  the  needs  of  visitors. 
Moreover,  there  are  few  “surprises.”  On 
the  other  hand  movable  conventions 
(such  as  the  ANA  shows)  do  help  with 
outreach,  bringing  shows  to  sometimes 
obscure  locations,  and  giving  many  dif¬ 
ferent  local  committees  a  chance  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  staging  a  show.  However,  the 
often  have  unforeseen  problems  and 
widely  varying  attendance  (the  ANA 
show  in  Salt  Lake  City  drew  over  10,000 
participants  in  2001,  the  recent  one  in 
Jacksonville  less  than  5,000).  Seemingly, 
there  are  advantages  and  disadvantages 
to  both  styles. 

May/June  200; 


Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces  for  Sale 


1918- D  EF-40.  Pleasing  medium  gray .  189 

1919- S  VF-  30.  This  lovely  example  has  pleasing 

light  gray  surfaces . 99 

1920  MS-64  (NGC).  Superb  quality  for  the 
grade  with  lustrous  surfaces  and  very  light 
gold  toning . 245 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with 
faint  heather  toning.  Slightly  weak  at  the 
centers .  139 

192 1-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  very  scarce  issue,  this 
example  with  pleasing  light  gray  obverse. 
The  reverse  has  medium  gold  toning.  A  few 
insignificant  blemishes  are  noted . 895 

1923- S  EF-40.  Medium  gray  with  hints  of  irides¬ 

cent  toning.  An  important  example  that  can 
be  difficult  to  locate . 265 

1924- D  VF-30.  A  pleasing  light  gray  example.  99 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  with 

brilliant  light  gray  lustre.  An  extremely  pleas¬ 
ing  gem .  595 

1925- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  choice,  satiny  ex¬ 

ample  with  light  gold  toning.  Excellent  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal  is  a  great  “plus”  for  this 
specimen .  1,175 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant  and  lustrous  199 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  out¬ 

standing  gold  toning  on  both  obverse  and 
reverse . 295 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  with  lustrous 
surfaces  and  very  light  gold  toning. ..  129 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  pale 

blue  surfaces.  Weak  at  center  of  obverse  and 
reverse .  109 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  a  sensational 
gem  example  with  fully  brilliant  satiny  lus¬ 
tre.  Surprisingly  difficult  to  locate  in  high 
grade . 419 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  choice  example  with 
light  gray  lustre  and  faint  gold  toning.  .  179 

1934  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  sat¬ 
iny  lustre  and  pale  champagne  toning. .  595 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  example 

with  frosty  pewter  gray  lustre.  Very  sharply 
struck  and  with  considerable  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal .  395 

Set  Registry rM  Quality 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  lustre  and  light  champagne 
toning.  This  issue  is  one  of  the  key-dates 
among  gem  quality  Buffalo  nickels  from  1934 
to  1938 .  895 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 

with  satiny  lustre  and  wisps  of  attractive 
toning . 255 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  wonderful  gem  has 

fully  brilliant,  satiny  lustre .  239 

1935- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

sharp  design  features.  Light  gold  toning  adds 
to  rhe  eye  appeal  of  this  gem .  1  79 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  example  with 
considerable  eye  appeal . 99 

1936  MS-66  (P(  X iS).  A  gorgeous  gem  with  light 


gray  lustre  and  splashes  of  pale  heather  ton¬ 
ing .  109 

1936-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  sharp  design  features  and  attrac¬ 
tive  light  gold  toning .  199 

1936- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  Splendid  gem  with 

sharp  design  features  and  bright  gray  lus¬ 
tre . 199 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  outstanding 

light  gray  lustre . 69 

1937  MS-66  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  bril¬ 
liant  light  gray  lustre  and  faint  champagne 
toning . 69 

1937- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 

frosty  surfaces.  A  wonderful  gem  example  for 
your  collection .  119 

1937-D  3-Legged.  AU-55  (NGC).  This  is  an 
exceptional  example  of  this  popular  and  un¬ 
usual  variety.  Virtually  full  lustre  is  accented 

by  lovely  gold  toning . 975 

1937-D  3-Legged.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Pleasing 
medium  gray  surfaces  with  very  light  ton¬ 
ing . 645 

1937- D  3-Legged.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  gray 

surfaces  with  hints  of  gold  toning . 595 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-67  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 

with  outstanding  light  gold  toning  over  frosty 
lustre .  239 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
gem  example  with  light  champagne  toning 

over  frosty  lustre.  Very  sharply  struck .  59 

1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  superb 
gem  is  sharply  struck  and  has  amazing  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal.  A  very  popular  and  affordable 
over-mintmark  variety . 295 

Jefferson  Nickels 

Our  current  offering  of  Jefferson  nickels  is 
magnificent,  with  quality  examples  for  all  bud¬ 
gets.  Of  course,  quality  is  the  key  word  when 
collecting  these  coins,  as  with  all  series.  Once 
you  see  one  coin,  you’ll  finish  your  collection 
through  us.  Place  a  sample  order  today. 

1938-D  Jefferson.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
and  sharply  struck  with  lovely  light  gold.  65 

Set  Registry™  Quality 
1938-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  This  is  a  highly  attrac¬ 
tive  example,  representing  an  extremely  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur. 
PCGS  has  graded  just  11  examples  at  this 

level  with  none  finer . 995 

1938-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  bril¬ 
liant  with  a  hint  of  lilac  toning .  79 

1938- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  light  gold  toning . 49 

1939  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 
frosty  lustre .  54 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1939- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen 
with  lustrous  pale  champagne  toning  and 


sharp  design  features.  Very  nearly  Full  Steps 
sharpness.  PCGS  has  graded  34  examples  at 
this  numeric  level  with  none  certified  as  MS- 
68  or  finer .  795 

1939-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  at¬ 
tractive  light  gold  toning.  This  date  has  long 
been  considered  a  key  to  the  series .  155 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1939-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  pale  gray  with 
wisps  of  iridescent  toning .  1 19 

1939- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty  with 

just  a  touch  of  light  gold  toning . ’....  59 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1940  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example 
with  fully  brilliant  nickel  gray  lustre.  Very 
sharply  struck .  119 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  54 

1940  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 

pale  gray  surfaces . 79 

1940'D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
brilliant,  frosty  lustre  and  attractive  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 99 

1940- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  attractive 

example  with  light  gold  toning .  59 

1940-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  with 
lovely  gold  lustre .  79 

1940- S  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  hint 
of  lilac  toning  over  light  gray  surfaces.  ...  79 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1941  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous 

with  a  hint  of  pale  gold  toning .  119 

1941  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 
nearly  qualifying  as  Full  Steps .  59 

1941  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality 
with  sharp  design  features  and  brilliant  lus¬ 
tre . 79 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example  with 
light  gold  toning . 36 

194 1- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  sharply  struck  and 
highly  lustrous  with  superb  gold  toning.  1 29 

1 94 I'D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  with 
pleasant  gold  toning .  59 

1 94 1- D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  light  toning .  79 

1942- PType  II.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lovely  light 


Enjoy  Yourself 

Coin  collecting  is  a  very  plea¬ 
surable  pursuit.  The  best  way  to 
“get  involved”  is  to  buy  some  useful 
and  interesting  books  on  the  sub¬ 
ject — not  price  guides  or  market 
reports,  but  books  that  tell  you 
about  coins,  how  they  were  made 
and  how  they  were  used. 

Our  Books  tor  Sale  section  offers 
many  interesting  and  worthwhile 
titles,  all  priced  at  a  discount! 
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Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces  for  Sale 


gray  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and  lij»ht 

cameo  contrast . 235 

1942-P  Type  II.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
frosty  white  lustre .  59 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1942-D  MS-67  FS  (PCGS).  This  is  an  abso¬ 
lutely  exceptional  example  with  highly  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces  and  taint  champagne  toning. 
Truly  a  gem  for  the  connoisseur.  This  is  tied 
tor  finest  certified  by  PCGS  with  a  total  of  16 

examples  graded .  1,095 

1942-D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
example  with  brilliant  lustre  and  light  gold 

toning .  109 

1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous 
with  lovely  gold  toning .  79 

1942- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  frosty 
with  attractive  silver  lustre.  This  was  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  silver  wartime  composition.  49 

The  wartime  composition  was  an  unusual  mixture 
of  56%  copper,  35%  silver,  and  9%  manganese. 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1943- P  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  169 

1943-P  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example 

with  satiny  silVer  lustre . 39 

1943-P  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 99 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1943-D  MS-67  FS  (PCGS).  This  is  an  outstand¬ 


ing  example  with  brilliant  silver  lustre  and 

faint  amber  toning . 389 

1943-D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silvery  gray 
surfaces  with  light  champagne  toning.  ...  99 
1943-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  55 


1943-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example 


with  very  light  toning . 79 

1943- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 

with  brilliant  lustre .  59 

1944  1'  MS-66  (IX  X3S).  Brilliant . 75 

1944- P  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  159 

1944-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 

1944- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 59 

1945- P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  silver  lustre  and 

sharp  design  features . 89 

1945-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 
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1945-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant  lustre . 99 

1945- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  attractive  example 

has  frosty  silver  lustre . 45 
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1946- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 

with  sharp  design  features  and  faint  gold  ton¬ 
ing  over  frosty  lustre . 99 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1947- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Lovely  deep  gold 

toning  over  frosty  lustre . 285 

1948- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  pleasing  nickel  gray  lustre. ...  99 

1950-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Lustrous  gold  sur¬ 
faces.  A  popular  date  among  coins  of  this  se¬ 
ries .  79 

1951  -S  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  This  is  an  ex¬ 
tremely  important  opportunity  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist.  This  date  is  seldom  found  sharply 
struck.  Pleasing  nickel  gray  lustre  with  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces . 395 

1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  An  outstanding,  superb 


gem  example  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and 
considerable  aesthetic  appeal .  129 

1954  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  delightful 
cameo  Proof  with  considerable  contrast  be¬ 
tween  fields  and  devices . 279 

1954  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Proof .  39 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1955  Proof-68  Cameo  (PC  CIS).  This  is  ,m  ex 

ceptional  example  with  vivid  cameo  con¬ 
trast.  An  important  opportunity  for  the 
specialist . 495 

1955  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Deeply  mirrored  with 
dark  gray  Proof  surfaces .  115 

1958-D  MS-65  FS(PCGS).  Lust  rous  satiny  sur¬ 
faces  with  hints  ot  pale  gold  toning .  59 
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1959  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Nice  cameo 
contrast  with  deep  mirrored  fields .  445 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1961  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  is 
an  absolutely  spectacular  gem  Proof  with 
deeply  mirrored  fields  and  highly  lustrous 
light  gray  devices . 675 
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1963  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  excep¬ 
tional  example .  395 

1963  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  splen¬ 

did  gem  Proof,  deeply  mirrored  with  excel¬ 
lent  cameo  contrast .  199 
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1964  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  abso¬ 

lutely  stunning  gem  Proof  example,  among 
the  finest  conceivable  quality .  249 


Try  our  24-Hour  Order  line 

Now  you  can  place  an  order  at  any  time  to  reserve  coins  offered  by  our  Direct 
Sales  Department.  After  normal  business  hours,  use  our  24'hour  order  line. 


Here’s  how  it  works: 

Dial  our  regular  toll  free  number  (1-800-222-5993),  when  the  connection  is  made,  press  1  and  leave  your  message. 
Please  begin  by  clearly  stating  your  name,  telephone  number  or  email  address. 

Next,  tell  us  which  coins  you  would  like  to  order. 

To  conclude  your  message,  make  sure  to  tell  us  the  best  time  to  return  your  call. 


This  is  what  happens  next: 

The  moment  we  arrive  we  will  immediately  review  your  requests,  ll  available,  the  coins  you  requested  will  be  reserved  in  your 
name.  Orders  for  the  same  coin  will  be  handled  in  the  order  they  are  received. 

Then  comes  a  nice  finish: 

Again,  at  your  convenience,  we  will  return  your  call  to  confirm  that  v»nir  selections  are  available.  It  s  as  easy  as  that ! 

Use  our  24'Hour  Order  Line  for  that  perfect  coin  purchase! 
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A  A 


by  Albert  D.  Richardson 


Behind  the 
Scenes  in  the 
Civil  War 


ehind  Confederate  Lines 

Albert  D.  Richardson,  a  writer 
for  the  New  York  Tribune  in  the 
1860s,  left  a  rich  legacy  of  articles  and 
stories,  many  of  which  were  incorpo¬ 
rated  into  his  popular  1865  book,  The 
Secret  Service,  the  Field,  the  Dungeon,  and 
the  Escape.  Certainly  his  comments  are 
interesting  to  numismatists  as  they  dis¬ 
cuss  monetary  situations  during  the 
Civil  War,  although  it  is  unfortunate 
that  he  did  not  say  more. 

During  the  early  part  of  the 
war  he  moved  about  in  several 
Southern  cities,  using  pseud¬ 
onyms  and  concealing  his  pro¬ 
fession.  By  means  of  coded 
messages  sent  to  various  New 
York  City  addresses,  not  in¬ 
cluding  the  newspaper  for 
which  he  worked,  he  transmit¬ 
ted  eyewitness  stories  of  life  be¬ 
hind  the  Confederate  lines. 

The  accuracy  and  details 
perplexed  many  in  the  South, 
and  they  sought  to  track  down 
the  culprit,  but  for  a  long  time  were 
not  able  to  do  so.  Eventually, 
Richardson  was  apprehended  and  com¬ 
mitted  to  Libby  Prison,  the  notorious 
place  of  incarceration  in  Richmond, 
Virginia.  Upon  his  release  in  1865,  he 
hastened  to  write  a  book  on  his  experi¬ 
ences.  His  adventures  began  prior  to 
the  Civil  War  (which  was  officially  de¬ 
clared  shortly  after  the  bombardment 
of  Fort  Sumter  April  12-13,  1861). 
During  the  autumn  of  the  preceding 
year  and  the  early  weeks  of  1861,  ten¬ 
sions  ran  high  in  the  South  and  anti- 
North  feelings  were  intense. 

In  December  1860  South  Carolina 
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became  the  first  state  to  secede  from  the 
Union.  Other  states  followed,  and, 
eventually,  the  South  and  North  were 
at  war.  We  join  Richardson  late  in  the 
year  1860,  or  very  early  in  1861,  when 
he  was  traveling  through  the  South  by 
train.  Excerpts  (subtitles  added): 

Traveling  Incognito 

The  same  evening,  crossing  the 
Alabama  line,  I  was  in  the  “Confeder¬ 
ate  States  of  America.”  At  the  little 


town  of  Athens,  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
were  still  floating;  as  the  train  left,  I 
cast  a  longing  look  at  the  old  flag,  won¬ 
dering  when  I  should  see  it  again. 

The  next  person  who  took  a  seat 
beside  me  went  through  the  formula  of 
questions,  usual  between  strangers  in 
the  South  and  the  Far  West,  asking  my 
name,  residence,  business,  and  destina¬ 
tion.  He  was  informed,  in  reply,  that  I 
lived  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico, 
and  was  now  traveling  leisurely  to  New 
Orleans,  designing  to  visit  Vera  Cruz 
and  the  City  of  Mexico  before  return¬ 
ing  home. 

This  hypothesis,  to  which  I  after¬ 
ward  adhered,  was  rendered  plausible 
by  my  knowledge  of  New  Mexico,  and 
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gave  me  the  advantage  of  not  being 
deemed  a  partisan.  Secessionists  and 
Unionists  alike,  regarding  me  as  a 
stranger  with  no  particular  sympathies, 
conversed  freely. 

Aaron  Burr  asserts  that  “a  lie  well 
stuck  to  is  as  good  as  the  truth.”  In  my 
own  case,  it  was  decidedly  better  than 
the  truth.  My  querist  was  a  cattle- 
drover,  who  spent  most  of  his  time  in 
traveling  through  Alabama,  Mississippi 
and  Louisiana.  He  declared  emphati¬ 
cally  that  the  people  of  those  States 
had  been  placed  in  a  false  position; 
that  their  hearts  were  loyal  to  the 
Union,  in  spite  of  all  the  arts  which 
had  been  used  to  deceive  and  exasper¬ 
ate  them. 

Sharing  Confidences  in  Memphis 

At  Memphis  was  an  old  friend, 
whom  I  had  not  met  for  many  years, 
and  who  was  now  commercial  editor  of 
the  leading  Secession  journal.  1  knew 
him  to  be  perfectly  trustworthy,  and,  at 
heart,  a  hitter  opponent  of  sla¬ 
very.  On  the  morning  of  my 
arrival,  he  called  upon  me  at 
Gayoso  House.  After  his  first 
cordial  greeting,  he  asked, 
abruptly:  “What  are  you  doing 
down  here?” 

“Corresponding  for  The 
Tribune .” 

“How  far  are  you  going?” 
“Through  all  the  Gulf 
States,  if  possible.” 

“My  friend,”  said  he,  in  his 
deep  bass  tones,  “do  you  know 
that  you  are  on  very  perilous 
business?” 

“Possibly;  hut  1  shall  he  ex¬ 
tremely  prudent  when  1  get  into  a  hot 
climate.” 

“I  do  not  know”  (with  a  shrug  of 
the  shoulders)  “what  you  call  a  hot 
climate.  Last  week,  two  northerners, 
who  had  been  mobbed  as  Abolition¬ 
ists,  passed  through  here,  with  their 
heads  shaved,  going  home,  in  charge 
of  the  Adams’  Express.  A  few  days  be¬ 
fore,  a  man  was  hung  on  that  cotton¬ 
wood  tree  which  you  see  just  across 
the  river,  upon  the  charge  of  tamper¬ 
ing  with  slaves.  Another  person  has 
just  been  driven  out  of  the  city,  on 
suspicion  of  writing  a  letter  tor  The 
Tribune .” 

“If  the  people  in  this  house,  and  out 
on  the  street  in  front,  knew  you  to  he 


Rake  Coin  Review  ^147 


BE1  J1ND  THE  SCENES  IN  THE  CIVIL  WAR  by  Albert  D.  Richardson 


one  of  its  correspondents,  they  would 
not  leave  you  many  minutes  for  saying 
your  prayers.” 

In  New  Orleans 

As  Richardsons  narrative  continued, 
he  reveals  that  in  short  order  he  stopped 
mentioning  The  Tribune,  for  of  all  North¬ 
ern  newspapers,  this  was  the  most  de¬ 
spised  in  the  South.  The  scene  is  early 
1861.  In  this  glimpse  Richardson  was  in 
New  Orleans: 

The  Mint  Seized 

The  Rebels,  with  their  early  pen¬ 
chant  for  capturing  empty  forts  and  full 
treasuries,  had  seized  the  United  States 
Branch  Mint,  containing  three  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  barracks,  garrisoned  at  the  time 
by  a  single  sergeant. 

Visiting,  with  a  party  of  gentle¬ 
men,  the  historic  Jackson  battle¬ 
ground,  four  miles  below  the  city,  I 
obtained  a  glimpse  of  the  tall,  gloomy 
Mint,  and  spent  an  hour  in  the  long, 
low,  white,  deep-balconied  barracks 
beside  the  river.  The  Lone  Star  flag 
of  Louisiana  was  flying  from  the  staff. 
120  freshly  enlisted  men  of  the  State 
troops  composed  the  garrison.  Three 
of  the  officers,  recent  seceders  from 
the  Federal  army,  invited  us  into 
their  quarters,  to  discuss  political  af¬ 
fairs  over  their  bourbon  and  cigars. 

As  all  present  assumed  to  be  sanguine 
and  uncompromising  Rebels,  the 
conversation  was  one-sided  and  unin¬ 
teresting. 

We  drove  down  the  riverhank 
along  the  almost  endless  rows  of  ships 
and  steamboats.  The  commerce  of  New 
Orleans  was  more  imposing  than  that 
of  any  other  American  city  except  New 
York.  It  seemed  to  warrant  the  picture 
painted  by  the  unrivaled  orator, 
Prentiss,  of  the  future  years,  “when  this 
Crescent  City  shall  have  filled  her 
golden  horn.” 

The  long  landing  was  now  covered 
with  western  produce,  cotton  and 
sugar,  and  fenced  with  masts  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  vessels.  Some  displayed  the 
three-striped  and  seven-starred  flag  of 
the  “Southern  Confederacy,”  many  the 
ensigns  of  foreign  nations,  and  a  few 
the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

By  this  point  war  had  not  been  de¬ 
clared,  but  troubles  between  the  North 
and  South  were  going  from  bad  to 


worse.  President  Lincoln  had  been  in¬ 
augurated  in  office  for  about  a  month. 

A  Dispatch  of  April  5,  1861 

The  following  dispatch  was  dated 
“New  Orleans,  April  5,  1861.”  Appear¬ 
ing  in  The  Tribune  in  New  York  City,  its 
origin  remained  a  mystery  to  readers: 

The  Second  Louisiana  Zouaves 
were  reviewed  on  Lafayette  Square 
last  evening,  before  leaving  for 
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Pensacola.  They  are  boyish-looking, 
and  handle  their  muskets  as  if  a  little 
afraid  of  them,  but  seem  to  be  the  raw 
material  of  good  soldiers.  They  are  lu¬ 
ridly  grotesque,  in  closely-fitting,  blue- 
tasseled,  red  fez  caps,  blue  flannel 
jackets  and  frocks,  faced  with  red, 
baggy  red  breeches,  like  galvanized 
corn-sacks,  and  gutta-percha  greaves 
about  their  ankles. 

April  6:  All  the  Secession  leaders 
except  Senator  Benjamin  declare  there 
will  be  no  war.  He  asserts  that  war  is 
sure  to  come;  and  in  a  recent  speech 
characterized  it  as  “by  no  means  an  un- 
mixed  evil.” 

The  Fire-Eaters  are  intensely  bitter 
upon  the  border  States  for  refusing  to 
plunge  into  the  whirlpool  of  Secession. 
They  are  bent  on  persuading  or  driving 
all  the  slave  States  into  their  ranks. 
Otherwise  they  fear — indeed,  predict 
frankly — that  the  border  will  gradually 
become  Abolitionized,  and  extend  free 
territory  to  the  Gulf  itself.  They  are 
quite  willing  to  devote  Kentucky  and 


Virginia  to  the  devastation  of  civil  war, 
or  the  embarrassment  of  a  contiguous 
hostile  republic,  which  would  not  re¬ 
turn  their  run-away  negroes.  But  they 
will  move  heaven  and  earth  to  save 
themselves  from  any  such  possible  con¬ 
tingency. 

News  of  April  8,  1861 

April  8:  The  recent  warlike  move¬ 
ments  of  the  National  Government 
cause  excitement  and  surprise.  At  last, 
the  people  begin  to  suspect  that  they 
have  invoked  grim-visaged  war.  The 
newspapers  descant  upon  the  injury  to 
commerce  and  industry.  Why  did  they 
not  think  of  all  this  before?  It  is  vouch¬ 
safed  to  few  mortals  to  learn,  before 
death,  exactly  what  their  associates 
think  of  them;  but  your  correspondent 
is  among  the  favored  few. 

The  other  evening,  1  was  sitting 
with  a  Secession  acquaintance,  in  the 
great  exchange  of  the  St.  Charles  Ho¬ 
tel,  when  conversation  turned  upon 
the  southern  habit  of  lynching  people 
who  do  not  happen  to  agree  with  the 
majority.  He  presumed  enough  upon 
my  ignorance  to  insist  that  any  moder¬ 
ate,  gentlemanly  Republican  might 
come  here  with  impunity.  “But,”  he 
added,  “there  are  three  men  whose 
safety  I  would  not  guarantee.” 

“Who  are  they?” 

“Governor  Dennison,  of  Ohio,  is 
one.  Since  he  refused  to  return  that  fu¬ 
gitive  slave  to  Kentucky,  he  would 
hardly  be  permitted  to  stay  in  New  Or¬ 
leans;  at  all  events,  1  should  oppose  it. 
Then  there  is  Andy  Johnson.  He  ought 
to  be  shot,  or  hanged,  wherever  found. 
But  for  him,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
would  have  been  with  us  long  ago.  He 
could  nor  remain  here  unharmed  for  a 
single  hour.” 

“And  the  third?” 

“Some  infernal  scoundrel,  who  is 
writing  abusive  letters  about  us  to  the 
New  York  Tribune .”  [One  can  see  that 
Richardson  was  enjoying  the  double- 
identity  scenario  immensely!] 

“Is  it  possible?” 

“Yes,  sir,  and  he  has  been  at  it  tor 
more  than  a  month." 

“Can’t  you  find  him  out?” 

“Some  think  it  is  a  Kentuckian, 
who  pretends  to  be  engaged  in  cattle¬ 
trading,  but  only  makes  that  a  subter¬ 
fuge.  I  suspect,  however,  that  it  is  an 
editor  of  The  Picayune,  which  is  a  Yan¬ 
kee  concern  through  and  through.  If  ho 
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is  caught,  I  don’t  think  he  will  write 
many  more  letters.” 

1  ventured  a  few  words  in  palliation 
of  the  Governor  and  the  Senator,  hut 
quite  agreed  that  this  audacious  scrib¬ 
bler  ought  to  he  suppressed. 

News  of  April  12,  1861 

April  12:  Telegraphic  intelligence 
today  of  the  attack  upon  Fort  Sumter 
causes  intense  excitement.  The  Delta 
office  is  besieged  by  a  crowd  hungry 
for  news.  The  universal  expectation  of 
the  easy  capture  of  the  fort  is  not 
stronger  than  the  belief  that  it  will  be 
followed  by  an  immediate  and  success¬ 
ful  movement  against  the  city  of 
Washington.  The  politicians  and 
newspapers  have  persuaded  the  masses 
that  the  Yankees  (a  phrase  which  they 
no  longer  apply  distinctively  to  New 
Englanders,  but  to  every  person  born 
in  the  North)  mean  to  subjugate 
them,  but  are  arrant  cowards,  who 
may  easily  be  frightened  away. 

Leading  men  seldom  express  this 
opinion;  yet  The  Crescent,  giving  the 
report  that  8,000  Massachusetts  troops 
have  been  called  into  the  field,  adds, 
that  if  they  would  come  down  to 
Pensacola,  1 ,800  Confederates  would 
easily  “whip  them  out.”  “God  help 
them  if  the  tempest  swings  the  pine 
against  the  palm!" 

Richardson  in  the  North 

Richardson  returned  by  train  to  New 
York  City  along  with  many  families  who 
were  vacating  the  South.  On  the  way 
he  saw  much  action  in  Baltimore: 

Early  in  the  war  there  were  prob¬ 
lems  in  Maryland.  This  border  state 
had  citizens  espousing  both  Yankee  and 
Confederate  causes,  and  there  was  con¬ 
tinuous  talk  that  the  entire  state  might 
go  one  way  or  the  other.  In  April, 
Rhode  Island  was  the  first  to  send  a 
major  contingent  of  soldiers  to  Wash¬ 
ington,  following  the  instruction  given 
by  Abraham  Lincoln.  To  reach  the 
Nation’s  Capital,  the  Rhode  Islanders 
had  to  pass  through  Baltimore,  a  par¬ 
ticular  hotspot... 

I  left  for  New  York,  by  an  evening 
train  crowded  with  fleeing  families. 
Most  of  them  went  west  from  the  Relay 
1  louse,  deterred  from  passing  through 
Baltimore  by  the  reign  of  terror  which 
the  Rebels  had  inaugurated.  The  most 
zealous  Union  papers  advocated  Seces¬ 


sion  as  their  only  means  of  personal 
and  pecuniary  safety. 

The  State  and  city  authorities, 
though  professedly  loyal,  bowed  help¬ 
less  before  the  storm.  Governor 
Sprague,  with  his  Rhode  Island  volun¬ 
teers,  had  started  for  Washington. 
Mayor  Brown  telegraphed  him,  re¬ 
questing  that  they  should  not  come 
through  Baltimore,  as  it  would  exasper¬ 
ate  the  people. 

“The  Rhode  Island  regiment,”  was 
Sprague’s  epigrammatic  response, 
“came  out  to  fight,  and  may  just  as  well 
fight  in  Maryland  as  in  Virginia.”  It 
passed  unmolested!  We  found  Balti¬ 
more  in  a  frenzy.  The  whole  city 
seemed  under  arms.  The  Union  men 
were  utterly  silenced,  and  many  had 
fled.  The  only  person  I  heard  express 
undisguised  loyalty  was  a  young  lady 
from  Boston,  and  only  her  sex  pro¬ 
tected  her. 

Several  persons  had  been  arrested 
as  spies  during  the  day,  including  two 
supposed  correspondents  of  New  York 
papers.  Baltimore,  for  the  time,  was 
worse  than  anything  I  had  seen  in 
Charleston,  New  Orleans,  or  Mobile. 
Through  the  evening,  Barnum’s  Hotel 
was  filled  with  soldiers. 

Stepping  into  the  office  to  make  ar¬ 
rangements  for  going  to  Philadelphia,  I 
encountered  an  old  acquaintance  from 
Cincinnati,  now  commanding  a  Balti¬ 
more  company  under  arms:  “If  Lincoln 
persists  in  attempting  to  send  troops 
through  Maryland,  “  said  he,  “we  are 
bound  to  have  his  head!” 

Another  Baltimorean  came  up  and 
began  to  question  me,  but  my  acquain¬ 
tance  promptly  vouched  for  me  as  “a 
true  southern  man,”  and  I  escaped  an¬ 
noyance.  The  same  belief  was  ex¬ 
pressed  here  which  prevailed  through¬ 
out  the  whole  South,  that  northern 
men  were  cowards;  and  persons  actu¬ 
ally  alluded  to  the  attack  upon  the  un¬ 
armed  Massachusetts  troops  as  an  act  of 
bravery. 

On  to  Pennsylvania 

Leaving  Baltimore,  I  took  a  car¬ 
riage  for  the  nearest  northern  railway 
point.  The  roads  were  crowded  with 
families  leaving  the  city,  and  infested 
by  Rebel  scouts  and  patrols.  Union 
citizens  were  helpless.  One  of  them 
said  to  us:  “For  God’s  sake,  beg  the 
Administration  and  the  North  not  to 
let  us  be  crushed  out!” 


We  hoped  to  take  the  Philadelphia 
cars,  26  miles  out,  but  a  detachment  of 
Baltimore  soldiers  that  very  morning 
had  passed  up  the  railroad,  destroying 
every  bridge;  smoke  was  still  rising  from 
their  ruins.  We  were  compelled  to  press 
on  and  on,  until,  in  the  evening,  after  a 
ride  of  46  miles,  we  reached  York, 
Pennsylvania. 

Here,  at  last,  we  could  breathe 
freely.  But  both  railroads  being  mo¬ 
nopolized  by  troops,  we  were  com¬ 
pelled,  wearily,  to  drive  on  to  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Columbia,  on  the  Susquehanna 
River.  There  we  began  to  see  that  the 
North,  as  well  as  the  South,  was  under 
martial  rule.  Armed  sentinels  peremp¬ 
torily  ordered  us  to  halt. 

Paper  Money 

Richardson’s  text  discusses  paper 
money  and  coins  in  passing,  a  rather 
unfortunate  circumstance  from  a  nu¬ 
mismatic  viewpoint,  as  it  would  be 
fascinating  if  such  details  as  currency 
designs  and  denominations,  coins, 
mintmarks,  etc.,  were  discussed. 
However,  Richardson  was  not  alone. 
One  can  read  dozens  of  first-hand  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Civil  War  and  encoun¬ 
ter  little  of  numismatic  value  con¬ 
cerning  the  money  in  circulation. 
Nevertheless,  Richardson  does  pro¬ 
vide  us  with  some  interesting  anec¬ 
dotes,  such  as  this: 

The  world  has  many  mysteries,  but 
none  more  inscrutable  than  Western 
Currency.  The  notes  of  most  Illinois 
and  Wisconsin  banks,  based  on  south¬ 
ern  State  bonds,  having  depreciated 
steadily  for  several  weeks,  gold  and 
New  York  exchange  now  commanded 
a  premium  of  20%.  The  Michigan 
Central  Railway  Company  was  a  good 
illustration  of  the  effect  of  this  upon 
Chicago  interests.  That  corporation 
was  paying  $6,000  per  week  in  premi¬ 
ums  upon  eastern  exchange.  Yet  the 
hotels  and  mercantile  houses  were  re¬ 
ceiving  the  currency  at  par. 

One  Illinois  bank  note  depreciated 
just  70%,  during  the  12  hours  it  spent 
in  my  possession! 

In  Western  Virginia 

At  a  later  time  in  1861,  Richardson 
was  in  Charleston,  Virginia,  before  that 
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section  of  the  state  broke  off  to  form  an 
independent  state,  later  known  as  West 
Virginia.  He  wrote: 

Thirteen  miles  above  Charleston, 
at  the  head  of  navigation,  we  left  be¬ 
hind  what  we  grandiloquently  called 
“the  fleet."  It  consisted  of  exactly  four 
little  stem-wheel  steamboats. 

The  people  of  these  mountain  re¬ 
gions  use  the  currency  of  New  England, 
and  talk  of  “fourpence  ha’pennies”  and 
“ninepences.”  Our  road  continued 
along  the  river-bank,  where  the  ranges 
of  overhanging  hills  began  to  break 
into  regular,  densely  timbered,  pyrami¬ 
dal  spurs.  The  weather  was  very  sultry. 
How  the  sun  smote  us  in  that  close, 
narrow  valley!  The  accouterments  of 
each  soldier  weighed  about  30  pounds, 
and  made  a  day’s  march  of  20  miles  an 
arduous  task. 


Meeting  Jessie  Fremont 

Subsequently,  Richardson  was  in 
Jefferson  City,  Missouri,  a  Union  en¬ 
campment.  His  narrative  noted: 

Mrs.  Fremont  is  in  camp,  but  will 
return  to  Saint  Louis  when  the  army 
moves.  She  inherits  many  traits  of  her 
father’s  character  [her  father  was  Sen. 
Thomas  Hart  Benton].  She  possesses 
that  “excellent  thing  in  woman,”  a 
voice,  like  Annie  Laurie’s,  low  and 
sweet — more  rich,  more  musical,  and 
better  modulated,  than  that  of  any 
tragedienne  upon  the  stage.  To  a 
broad,  comprehensive  intellect  she 
adds  those  quick  intuitions  which  leap 
to  results,  anticipating  explanations, 
and  those  proclivities  for  episode,  in¬ 
cident,  and  bits  of  personal  analyzing, 
which  make  a  woman’s  talk  so  charm¬ 
ing.  How  much  rarer  this  grace  of  fa¬ 
miliar  speech  than  any  other  accom¬ 
plishments! 

In  a  lifetime  one  meets  not  more 
than  four  or  five  great  conversation¬ 
alists.  Jessie  Benton  Fremont  is 
among  the  felicitous  few,  if  not  queen 
of  them  all. 

October  8:  The  army  is  40,000 
strong.  Generals  Sigel,  Hunter,  Pope, 
Asboth,  and  McKinstry  command  re¬ 
spectively  its  five  divisions.  Sigel  is 
slender,  pale,  wears  spectacles,  and 
looks  more  like  a  student  than  a  sol¬ 
dier.  He  was  professor  in  a  university 
when  the  war  broke  out.  [Sigel  was 
later  featured  on  Civil  War  tokens  as 


“The  Hero  of  Pea  Ridge.’’] 

Hunter,  at  60,  and  agile  as  a  boy,  is 
erect  and  grim,  with  bald  head  and 
Hungarian  mustache.  Tope  is  heavy, 
full-f  aced,  brown-haired,  and  looks  like 
a  man  of  brains.  Asboth  is  tall,  daring- 
eyed,  elastic,  a  mad  rider,  and  pro¬ 
foundly  polite,  bowing  so  low  that  his 
long  gray  hair  almost  sweeps  the 
ground.  McKinstry  is  six  feet  two,  sin¬ 
ewy-framed,  deep-chested,  firm-faced, 
wavy-haired,  and  black-mustached.  He 
looks  like  the  hero  of  a  melodrama,  and 
the  Bohemians  term  him  “the  heavy 
tragedian.” 

Dispatch  of  October  22,  1861 

Warsaw,  Missouri,  October  22. 
With  two  fellow-journalists,  I  left  Syra¬ 
cuse  four  days  ago.  Asboth’s  and  Sigel’s 
divisions  had  preceded  us.  The  post¬ 
commandant  would  not  permit  us  to 


come  through  the  distracted,  guerrilla- 
infested  country  without  an  escort,  but 
gave  us  a  sergeant  and  four  men  of  the 
regular  army. 

Loyalty  of  Navy  Men 

In  March  1862,  Richardson  was 
afloat  on  the  Tennessee  River: 

Columbus,  Kentucky,  20  miles  be- 


Clockivise  from  top: 

Andrew  Foote,  Jessie 
Fremont,  John  Pope,  and 
David  Hunter. 

Material  was  reproduced  from  the  Dictionary  of 
American  Portraits,  published  by  Dover  Publications, 
Inc.,  in  1967.  Hunter  engraving  dime  In'  John  C.  Butt  re. 


low  Cairo,  on  the  highest  bluffs  of  the 
Mississippi,  was  called  the  Gibraltar  of 
the  West,  and  expected  to  be  the  scene 
of  a  great  battle.  On  the  4th  of  March, 
a  naval  and  land  expedition  was  ready 
to  attack  it. 

Before  leaving  Cairo,  hundreds  of 
workmen  crowded  the  gunboats,  repair¬ 
ing  damages  received  on  the  Tennessee 
River — “With  busy  hammers  closing 
rivets  up,  and  giving  dreadful  notes  of 
preparation.” 

Commodore  Foote,  lame  from  his 
Donelson  wound,  hobbled  onboard 
upon  crutches.  A  great  National  flag 
was  taken  along.  “Don’t’  forget  that,” 
said  the  commodore.  “Fight  or  no  tight, 
we  must  raise  it  over  Columbus!” 

The  leading  commanders  of  the  flo¬ 
tilla  were  from  the  regular  navy — quiet 
and  unassuming,  with  no  nonsense 
about  them.  They  were  tar  freer  from 
envy  and  jealousy  than  army  officers. 
Before  the  war,  the  latter  had  been  sta¬ 
tioned  for  years  at  frontier  posts,  hun¬ 
dreds  of  miles  beyond  civilization, 
with  no  resources  except  drinking  and 
gambling,  nothing  to  excite  National 
feeling  or  prick  the  bubble  of  their 
State  pride. 

Naval  officers,  going  all  over  the 
world,  had  acquired  the  liberality 
which  only  travel  imparts,  and  learned 
that  abroad,  their  country  was  not 
known  as  Virginia  or  Mississippi,  but 
the  United  States  of  America.  With 
them,  it  was  the  Nation  first,  and  the 
State  afterward. 

Hence,  while  nearly  all 
southerners  holding  commissions  in 
the  regular  army  joined  the  Rebel¬ 
lion,  the  navy  almost  unanimously  re¬ 
mained  loyal.  The  low,  flat,  black 
iron-clads  crept  down  the  river  like 
enormous  turtles.  Each  had  attending 
it  a  little  pocket  edition  of  a  steam¬ 
boat,  in  the  shape  of  a  tub,  capable  of 
carrying  50  or  60  men,  and  moving 
up  the  strong  current  12  miles  an 
hour.  They  were  constantly  puffing 
about  among  the  unwieldy  vessels 
like  a  breathless  little  errand-boy. 

Nearing  Columbus,  we  found  that 
the  Rebels  had  evacuated  it  12  hours 
before.  The  town  was  already  held  by 
an  enterprising  scouting  party  of  the 
Second  Illinois  Cavalry,  who  had  un¬ 
earthed  and  raised  an  old  National 
flag.  Our  colors  waved  from  the  Rebel 
Gibraltar,  and  the  last  Confederate 
soldier  had  abandoned  Kentucky.  The 
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enemy  left  in  hot  haste.  Half-burned 
barracks,  chairs,  beds,  tables,  cooking- 
stoves,  letters,  charred  gun  carriages, 
bent  musket-barrels,  bayonets,  and 
provisions  were  promiscuously  lying 
about.  The  main  fortifications,  on  a 
plateau  150  feet  high,  mounted  83 
guns,  commanding  the  river  tor  nearly 
three  miles. 

Here,  and  in  the  auxiliary  works, 
we  captured  150  pieces  of  artillery. 
Fastened  to  the  bluff,  we  found  one 
end  of  a  great  chain  cable,  composed 
of  seven-eighths  inch  iron,  which  the 
brilliant  Gideon  J.  Pillow  had 
stretched  across  the  river,  to  prevent 
the  passage  of  our  gunboats!  [Shades 
of  Capt.  Thomas  Machin,  the  copper 
coiner,  who  had  done  the  same  thing 
at  West  Point  years  earlier  during  the 
Revolutionary  War.] 

It  was  worthy  of  the  man 
who,  in  Mexico,  dug  his  ditch 
on  the  wrong  side  of  the  parapet. 

The  momentum  of  an  ironclad 
would  have  snapped  it  like  a 
pipe  stem  had  not  the  current  of 
the  river  broken  it  long  before. 

We  found,  also,  enormous 
piles  of  torpedoes,  which  the 
Rebels  had  declared  would  anni¬ 
hilate  the  Yankee  fleet.  They  be¬ 
came  a  standing  jest  among  our 
officers,  who  termed  them  origi¬ 
nal  members  of  the  Peace  Soci¬ 
ety,  and  averred  that  the  rates  of 
marine  insurance  immediately 
declined  whenever  the  compa¬ 
nies  learned  that  torpedoes  had 
been  planted  in  the  waters 
where  the  boats  were  to  run! 

Under  Fire  on  the  Mississippi  River 
In  mid-March,  on  the  14th,  Rich¬ 
ardson  was  aboard  a  flotilla  on  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  River,  steaming  closely  by  Co¬ 
lumbus.  The  narrative  continued: 

Light  skirmishing  in  closer  range 
continued  for  several  days.  My  own 
quarters  were  on  the  Benton,  Commo¬ 
dore  Foote’s  flagship.  She  was  the  larg¬ 
est  of  the  iron-clads,  183  feet  by  70, 
and  contained  quite  a  little  community 
of  240  men.  Standing  upon  the  hurri¬ 
cane  roof,  directly  over  our  bow-guns, 
we  caught  the  first  glimpse  of  each 
shot,  a  few  feet  from  the  muzzle,  and 
watched  it  rushing  through  the  air  like 
a  round,  black  meteor,  till  it  exploded 
two  or  three  miles  away. 

After  we  saw  the  warning  puff  of 


smoke,  the  time  seemed  very  long  be¬ 
fore  each  Rebel  shot  struck  the  water 
near  us;  but  no  more  than  10  or  15  sec¬ 
onds  ever  elapsed. . . 

A  correspondent  of  The  Chicago 
Times,  who  chanced  to  be  on  board, 
took  a  position  in  the  stem  of  the  boat, 
under  the  impression  that  it  was  en¬ 
tirely  safe.  A  moment  after  he  came 
rushing  in  with  blanched  faced  and 
dripping  clothing.  A  shot  had  struck 
within  three  feet  of  him,  glancing  into 
the  river,  and  drenching  everything  in 
the  vicinity.  That  long  gun-deck  was 
alive  with  action. 

The  executive  officer,  Lieutenant 
Bishop,  a  gallant  young  fellow,  fresh 
from  the  naval  school,  superintended 
everything.  Swarthy  gunners  manned 
the  pieces;  little  powder-boys  rushed  to 
and  fro  with  ammunition,  and  hurrying 


men  crowded  the  long  compartment. 
There  came  a  tremendous  crashing  of 
glass,  iron,  and  wood!  An  eight-inch 
solid  shot,  penetrating  the  half-inch 
iron  plating  and  the  five-inch  timber, 
near  the  bows,  as  if  they  were  paper, 
buried  itself  in  the  deck,  and  re¬ 
bounded,  striking  the  roof.  In  that 
manner  it  danced  along  the  entire 
length  of  the  boat,  through  the  cabin, 
in  the  wardroom,  the  machinery,  the 
pantry — where  it  smashed  a  great  deal 
of  crockery — until,  at  the  extreme 
stern,  it  fell  and  remained  upon  the 
commodore’s  writing-desk,  crushing  in 
the  lid.  A  moment  before  the  noisy, 
agile  visitor  arrived,  the  whole  deck 
seemed  crowded  with  busy  men. 

A  moment  after,  I  looked  again.  A 
score  of  undismayed  fellows  were  comfort¬ 
ably  blowing  splinters  from  their  mouths 


and  beards,  and  brushing  them  from  their 
hair  and  faces;  but,  by  a  fortunate  acci¬ 
dent,  not  a  single  one  of  them  was  hurt. 

Currency  and  Tokens  in  Memphis 

The  time  is  now  June  1862,  and 
Richardson  is  in  Memphis.  The  “dray 
checks”  were  probably  the  brass  type 
made  in  Cincinnati  by  John  Stanton,  as 
these  were  usually  either  marked  in  the. 
die  or  counterstamped  the  value  of  25 
cents.  Other  tickets  were  made  of  paper: 

Paper  and  Checks 

Confederate  currency  was  a  curios¬ 
ity  of  literature  and  finance.  Dray-tick- 
ets  and  checks,  marked  “Good  for  25 
cents,”  and  a  great  variety  of 
shinplasters,  were  current. 

One  issued  by  a  baker, 
represented  “25  cents  in 
drayage  or  confectionery,” 
at  the  option  of  the 
holder.  Another  guaran¬ 
teed  to  the  bearer  “the 
sum  of  five  cents  from  the 
Mississippi  and  Tennessee 
Railroad  Company,  in 
freight  or  passage!” 

One  of  my  acquain¬ 
tances  had  purchased  in 
Chicago,  at  10  cents  a 
dozen,  lithographic  fac¬ 
similes  of  the  regular  Con¬ 
federate  notes,  promising 
to  pay  to  the  bearer  10 
dollars,  six  months  after  a 
treaty  or  peace  between 
the  United  States  and  the 
Confederate  States. 

A  Memphis  merchant,  knowing  that 
they  were  counterfeit,  manufactured  only 
to  sell  as  curiosities,  considered  their  ex¬ 
ecution  so  much  better  than  the  origi¬ 
nals,  that  he  gladly  gave  Tennessee  bank 
notes  in  exchange  for  them.  My  friend 
subsisted  at  this  hotel  for  several  days 
upon  the  proceeds  of  these  facsimiles, 
and  thought  it  cheap  boarding. 

Gold  or  Confederate  Notes  Wanted 
While  Curtis’  army  was  in  northern 
Arkansas,  our  officers  found  at  a  village 
druggist’s  several  large  sheets  of  his 
printed  promises  to  pay,  neither  cut  nor 
signed.  At  the  next  village  one  of  them 
purchased  a  canteen  of  whiskey,  and  of¬ 
fered  the  grocer  a  National  Treasury 
note  in  payment.  The  trader  refused  it; 
it  was,  doubtless,  good,  but  might  cause 
him  trouble  after  the  army  had  left.  1  ie 
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would  receive  either  gold  or  Confeder¬ 
ate  money.  Hie  officer  exhibited  one  of 
th  ese  blanks,  and  asked  it  he  would 
take  that.  “O  yes,”  he  replied;  “it  is  as 
gcxid  money  as  1  want!” 

And  he  actually  sold  250  canteens 
of  whisky  for  those  unsigned 
shinplasters,  cut  off  from  the  sheets  in 
his  presence! 

Fabricated  “Reports”  of  Pea  Ridge 

For  the  Civil  War  buff,  less  so  for  the 
numismatist,  Richardson’s  book  is  rich 
for  many  other  anecdotes.  His  account 
of  the  Battle  of  Pea  Ridge  was  regarded 
as  the  only  authentic  account  of  that 
conflict,  as  other  correspondents  were 
190  miles  away,  and  using  only  sketchy 
information,  “indebted  to  their  imagi¬ 
nation  for  their  facts,  they  gave 
minute  details  and  a  great  vari¬ 
ety  of  incidents.’’  Further: 

Their  reports  were  plausible 
and  graphic.  The  London  Times  re¬ 
produced  one  of  them,  pronounc¬ 
ing  it  the  ablest  and  best  battle 
account  which  had  been  written 
during  the  American  war. 

For  months,  the  editors  who 
originally  published  these  reports, 
did  not  know  that  they  were  ficti¬ 
tious.  They  were  written  only  as  a 
Bohemian  freak,  and  remained 
the  only  accounts  manufactured 
by  any  reputable  journalist  during 
the  war.  After  the  battle,  Curtis’ 
army,  15,000  strong,  pursued  its  wind¬ 
ing  way  through  the  interior  of  Arkan¬ 
sas.  It  maintained  no  communications, 
carrying  its  base  of  supplies  along  with 
it.  When  out  of  provisions,  it  would 
seize  and  run  all  the  neighboring  corn 
mills,  until  it  obtained  a  supply  of  meal 
for  one  or  two  weeks,  and  then  move 
forward.  - 

The  Battle  of  Pea  Ridge  is  one  inci¬ 
dent  that  was  well  memorialized  on 
Civil  War  tokens.  It  seems  that  any 
numismatic  historian  reading  dis¬ 
patches  other  than  Richardson’s  in  the 
New  York  Tribune  had  better  he  careful! 

Richardson  went  on  to  tell  of  other 
incidents,  including  an  account  of  the 
battle  of  Anfietam,  containing  this  cu¬ 
rious  comment”  “Five  thousand  specta¬ 
tors  viewed  the  struggle  from  a  hill 
comparatively  out  of  range.  Not  more 
than  three  persons  were  struck  there 
during  the  day.” 


Captured! 

Richardson  was  captured  on  May  4, 
1863,  near  Vicksburg.  The  narrative 
continues: 

To  Libby  Prison 

May  16th.  We  reached  Richmond. 

At  that  early  hour,  the  clothing  depot 
of  the  Confederate  government  was 
surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  poor,  ill-clad 
women,  seeking  work.  We  were 
marched  to  the  Libby  Prison. 

Up  to  this  time  we  had  never  been 
searched.  I  had  even  kept  my  revolver 
in  my  pocket  until  reaching  Jackson, 
Mississippi,  where,  knowing  1  could  not 
much  longer  conceal  it,  I  gave  it  to  a 
friend.  Now  a  Rebel  sergeant  carefully 
examined  our  clothing.  All  money,  ex¬ 
cept  a  few  dollars,  was  taken  from  us, 
and  the  flippant  little  prison  clerk, 


named  Ross,  with  some  inquiries  not  al¬ 
together  affectionate,  concerning  the 
health  of  [Horacel  Mr.  Greeley  [editor  of 
the  New  York  Tribune ],  gave  us  receipts. 

As  we  passed  through  the  guarded  iron 
gateway,  I  glanced  instinctively  above  the 
portal  in  search  of  its  fitting  legend: 
“Abandon  all  hope  who  enter  here.” 

Up  three  flights  of  stairs,  we  were 
escorted  into  a  room,  50  feet  by  125, 
filled  with  officers  lying  in  blankets 
upon  the  floor  and  upon  rude  bunks. 
Some  shouted,  “More  Yankees! — more 
Yankees!"  while  many  crowded  about 
us  to  hear  our  story,  and  learn  the  news 
from  the  West. 

We  soon  found  friends,  and  became 
domesticated  in  our  novel  quarters. 
With  the  American  tendency  toward 
organization,  the  prisoners  divided  into 
companies  of  four  each.  Our  journalis¬ 
tic  trio  and  Captain  Ward  ceased  to  he 


individuals,  becoming  merely  “Mess 
Number  Twenty-One.”  The  provisions, 
at  this  time  consisting  of  good  flour, 
bread,  and  salt  port,  were  brought  into 
the  room  in  hulk.  A  commissary, 
elected  by  the  captives  from  their  own 
number,  divided  them,  delivering  its 
quota  to  each  mess.  Picking  up  two  or 
three  rusty  tin  plates  and  rheumatic 
knives  and  forks,  we  commenced 
housekeeping.  The  labor  of  prepara¬ 
tion  was  not  arduous.  It  consisted  in 
making  little  sacks  of  cotton  cloth  tor 
salt,  sugar,  pepper,  and  rice,  fitting  up 
a  shelf  for  our  dishes,  and  spreading 
upon  the  floor  blankets,  obtained  from 
our  new  comrades,  and  originally  sent 
to  Richmond  by  the  United  States 
Government  fear  the  benefit  of  the 
prisoners. 

“Hungry  for  greenbacks” 

The  Libby  authorities,  and 
white  and  Negro  attaches,  were 
always  hungry  for  “greenbacks" 
[Legal  Tender  currency  issued  by 
the  Union)  and  glad  to  give  Con¬ 
federate  currency  in  exchange. 
The  rates  varied  greatly.  The  low¬ 
est  was  two  dollars  for  one. 

During  my  imprisonment,  1 
bought  14  for  one,  and,  a  few 
weeks  after  our  escape,  30  were 
given  for  one. 

A  prison  sergeant  went  out  ev¬ 
ery  morning  to  purchase  supplies. 
He  seemed  honest,  and  through 
him  we  could  obtain,  at  extrava¬ 
gant  prices,  dried  apples,  sugar, 
eggs,  molasses,  meal,  flour,  and  corn 
burnt  and  ground  as  a  substitute  for 
coffee.  Without  these  additions,  our 
rations  would  hardly  have  supported 
life. . . 

Simultaneously  with  our  arrival  in 
Richmond,  a  Rebel  officer  of  the  ex¬ 
change  bureau  received  a  request  from 
the  editor  of  The  World ,  for  the  release 
of  Mr.  Colburn.  It  proved  as  efficient  as 
if  it  had  been  an  order  from  Jefferson 
Davis.  After  10  days  confinement  in 
Libby,  Colburn  was  sent  home  by  the 
first  truce  boat. 

Trading  in  Greenbacks 

A  thoroughly  loyal  gentleman,  and 
an  unselfish,  devoted  friend,  he  was  in¬ 
duced  to  go,  only  by  the  assurance  that 
while  he  could  do  no  good  by  remain¬ 
ing,  he  might  be  of  service  to  us  in  the 
North.  At  his  departure,  he  left  for  me. 


rake  (x  >in  Review  *147 


23 


MAY/JUNI  2002 


Rehind  the  Scenes  in  the  Civil  War  by  Albert  d.  Richardson 


with  Captain  Thomas  P.  Turner,  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  prison,  $50  in  United 
States  currency.  A  day  or  two  after¬ 
ward,  Turner  handed  the  sum  to  me  in 
Confederate  rags,  dollar  tor  dollar,  as¬ 
serting  that  this  was  the  identical 
money  he  had  received.  The  perpetra¬ 
tor  of  this  petty  knavery  was  educated 
at  West  Point,  and  claimed  to  he  a  Vir¬ 
ginia  gentleman... 

A  Virginia  citizen  was  brought  in  on 
the  charge  of  attempting  to  trade  in 
“greenbacks,” — a  penitentiary  offense 
under  Confederate  law.  Before  he  had 
been  in  our  room  five  minutes  one  of  the 
sub-wardens  entered,  asking:  “Is  there 
anybody  here  who  has  “greenbacks?”  1 
am  paying  four  dollars  for  one  today. . .” 

Smuggling  Paper  Money 

For  a  time,  boxes  of  supplies  from 
the  North  were  forwarded  to  us  with  fi¬ 
delity  and  promptness.  Supposing  that 
this  could  not  last  long,  we  determined 
to  make  hay  while  the  sun  shone.  One 
day,  dining  from  the  contents  of  a  home 
box,  in  cutting  through  the  butter,  my 
knife  struck  something  hard.  We 
sounded,  and  brought  to  the  surface  a 
little  phial,  hermetically  sealed. 


Ould  shared  the  tees.  Eventually 
he  was  transferred  to  another  prison, 
then  escaped. 

Escaping  with  Hidden  Paper  Money 

The  scene  is  now  January  1865,  and 
Richardson  has  escaped  from  prison  and 
has  been  hiding  in  the  South.  At  this 
point  he  is  heading  north  toward  free¬ 
dom,  having  departed  Salisbury,  North 
Carolina: 

Fortunately,  1  had  left  Salisbury  with 
a  $100  United  States  note  concealed 
under  the  hem  of  each  leg  of  my  panta¬ 
loons,  just  above  the  instep,  and  two 
more  sewn  in  the  lining  of  my  coat.  I 
had  in  my  portmonnaie  $50  in  North¬ 
ern  bank  notes,  $5  in  gold,  and  $100  in 
Confederate  currency.  Davis  brought 
away  about  the  same  amount.  We 
should  have  left  it  with  our  fellow  pris¬ 
oners,  but  for  the  probability  of  being  re¬ 
captured  and  confined,  where  money 
would  serve  us  in  our  extremest  need. 
Now  it  enabled  us  to  remunerate  amply 
both  our  white  and  black  friends. 

Sometimes  the  mountaineers  would 
say:  “We  do  not  do  these  things  for 


money.  We  have  fed  and  assisted  hun¬ 
dreds  of  refugees  and  escaping  prison¬ 
ers,  but  never  received  a  cent  for  it.” 
Those  whom  they  befriended  were  usu¬ 
ally  penniless.  We  appreciated  their 
kindness  none  the  less  because  fortu¬ 
nate  enough  to  be  able  to  recompense 
them.  They  were  unable  to  resist  the 
argument  that,  when  our  forces  came 
they  would  need  “greenbacks”  to  pur¬ 
chase  coffee. 

Every  man  who  gave  us  a  meal,  shel¬ 
tered  us  in  his  house  or  barn,  pointed 
out  a  refuge  in  the  woods,  or  directed  us 
one  mile  upon  our  journey,  did  it  at  the 
certainty,  if  discovered,  of  being  impris¬ 
oned,  or  forced  into  the  Rebel  army, 
whether  sick  or  well,  and  at  the  risk  of 
having  his  house  burned  over  his  head. 

In  many  cases,  discovery  would  have  re¬ 
sulted  in  his  death  by  shooting,  or  hang¬ 
ing  in  sight  of  his  own  door. 

Eventually  Richardson  reached 
safety  in  the  North.  A  few  years  later  he 
headed  west  with  a  contingent  of  politi¬ 
cians  and  others,  later  writing  Across  the 
Mississippi,  which  also  includes  numis¬ 
matic  tidbits  as  a  part  of  a  much  larger 
narrative. 
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U.S.  Half  Dimes 
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HALF  DIMES 

Our  selection  of  half  dimes  emphasizes  the 
Liberty  Seated  series,  although  two  dandy  1795s 
will  merit  attention  as  will  some  nice  Capped 
Bust  varieties. 

Impressive  1795  Half  Dime 
Logan-McCloskey-1,  Rarity-6 


1795  Logan-McCloskey-1,  Valentine- 1.  Rar¬ 
ity-6.  AU-55  (PCGS).  This  exceptional 
example  has  light  heather  at  central  obverse 
surrounded  by  deeper  blue  and  iridescent 
toning.  The  reverse  is  similar  hut  somewhat 
lighter  in  overall  appearance.  A  few  minor 
surface  marks  are  visible,  as  expected  for  the 
grade.  Considerable  lustre  remains  as  well. 
Slightly  weak  at  central  obverse  and  reverse 
with  all  other  design  elements  boldly  defined. 
The  presently  offered  example  is  extremely 
important  to  the  specialist,  being  one  of  the 
finest  quality  examples  from  a  total  popula¬ 
tion  of  less  than  30  coins,  as  defined  by  the 
Rarity-6  rating.  Russell  Logan  and  John 
McCloskey,  authors  of  Federal  Half  Dimes, 
note  that  a  choice  Uncirculated  example  was 
sold  at  auction  in  October  1991.  That  coin 
is  probably  finest  known  with  this  example 
offered  by  us  today  likely  among  the  top  three 
or  four  known  for  the  variety .  5,250 

Lovely  1795  Half  Dime 
Ideal  for  the  Type  Collector 


1795  LM-10,  V-4.  Rarity-3.  AU-55  (PCGS). 
A  lustrous  and  attractive  example  of  the  de¬ 
sign  type  with  very  light  steel  gray  surfaces. 
As  with  most  known  examples  of  this  design 
type,  some  central  weakness  is  noted.  Most 


other  design  features  are  quite  boldly  defined, 
except  as  discussed  below.  A  few  minor  sur¬ 
face  imperfections  are  noted.  The  obverse 
has  light  peripheral  adjustment  marks  weak¬ 
ening  details  at  10:00,  including  stars  4 
through  8.  Weakness  is  also  noted  at  the  very 
bottom  of  the  reverse,  below  the  ribbon  bow 
and  exactly  opposite  the  obverse  adjustment 
marks.  The  careful  reader  will  immediately 
surmise  that  this  example  was  struck  with  a 
rotated  reverse  die,  otherwise  the  ribbon  how 
at  bottom  of  the  reverse  would  actually  be 
opposite  the  very  top  of  the  obverse,  in  the 
normal  180°  coinage  die  alignment.  A  rela¬ 
tively  common  die  marriage,  this  is  an  out¬ 
standing  choice  for  the  date  or  type  collector. 
The  specialist  will  be  interested  in  learning 
that  this  is  a  late  die  state  example  with  an 
obverse  rim  break  over  RTY . 4,295 

Pleasing  1800  LIBERTY  Half  Dime 

1800  LIBERTY.  LM-3,  V-2.  VF-30  (PCGS). 
A  lovely  example  with  deep  gray  fields  and 
lighter  highlights  on  the  devices.  A  few  mi¬ 
nor  old  scratches  and  other  abrasions  are 
noted.  The  type  collector  should  be  very 

happy  with  this  early  half  dime . 2,295 

1829  LM-14,  V-9.  EF-45  (AN ACS).  Extremely 
pleasing  for  the  grade  with  attractive  irides¬ 
cent  toning .  175 

1835  Small  Date,  Small  5C.  LM-10,  V-7.  AU- 

55  (PCGS).  Pleasing  with  very  light  amber 
toning  over  silvery  white  lustre . 259 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1836  Small  5C.  LM-5,  V-6.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Sharply  stnick  with  satiny  lustre  and  delightful 
iridescent  toning.  PCGS  has  graded  just  five 
examples  with  six  finer  submissions . 1,350 

Outstanding  Gem  1837  No  Stars  Half  Dime 


1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars,  Small  Date. 
MS-65  (NGC).  A  spectacular  gem  example 
with  pale  ivory  lustre  and  extremely  sharp 
design  features.  This  is  an  important  major 


design  type  with  Liberty  in  a  plain  field,  per¬ 
haps  exactly  as  designer  Christian  (.  iobrecht 
had  intended.  In  fact,  this  is  essentially  a 
miniature  version  of  the  designer’s  famous 
silver  dollar  issue  of  1836,  with  very  minor 
modifications.  The  Small  Date  obverse  will 
be  of  interest  to  the  specialist.  Author  A1 
Blythe,  in  the  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Half  Dimes,  noted  that  this  variety  “is 
readily  available  but  a  little  more  difficult  to 

locate  than  the  Large  Date.” .  2,475 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars,  Large  Date. 
MS-63  (PCGS).  A  fully  lustrous  example 
with  ivory  surfaces.  Very  sharply  struck.  All 
obverse  and  reverse  design  elements  are 
boldly  defined . 995 

Gem  1840  No  Drapery  Half  Dime 


1840  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  at¬ 
tractive  with  outstanding  silvery  white  lustre 
and  extremely  sharp  design  definition.  This 
No  Drapery  design  represents  a  brief  three- 
year  design  type  that  is  quite  scarce  in  gem 
quality.  The  central  device  is  identical  to  that 
found  on  the  No  Stars  type,  with  this  obverse 
having  the  addition  of  1  3  stars,  seven  to  the 
left  and  six  right  tit  Ms.  Liberty.  Tins  example 
is  a  late  die  state  of  the  Valentine-2  variety 
with  a  heavy  and  very  interesting  bisecting 
obverse  die  crack  from  1 2:00  through  Liberty 
and  the  date  to  the  border  at  6:00.  Other  mi¬ 
nor  obverse  die  cracks  are  also  visible.  2,250 
1840  With  Drapery.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  satiny  silver  lustre  and  very  sharp 
design  features.  This  is  a  scarce  issue  with 
just  25  Mint  State  examples  certified  by 

PCGS . 4  59 

1843  Repunched  Date.  Rreen-3032.  AU-55 
(AN  ACS).  Slightly  prooflike  with  sharp  de¬ 
sign  features  and  attractive  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing .  1 19 

Set  Registry™  Quality 
1 849  MS-64  (IT X  IS).  A  scarce  date  that  is  sel 
dom  located  in  choice  or  gem  quality  This 
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example  has  soft  frosty  lustre  beneath  Jeep 
golden  brown  and  iridescent  toning.  The 
date  is  probably  recut,  however,  the  indi¬ 
vidual  numerals  are  quite  heavy  with  identi¬ 
fication  of  any  recutting  virtually  impossible. 
Die  detects  appear  on  the  top  surface  of  dig¬ 
its  4  and  9 . 995 

1850  MS-63  (NGC).  A  pleasing  example  with 
fully  brilliant  obverse  and  light  amber  re¬ 
verse . 359 

1853  Arrows.  EF-40  (PCGS).  An  attractive  light 

gray  example . 69 

1854  Arrows.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Attractive  irides¬ 

cent  toning  with  considerable  remaining  lus¬ 
tre .  169 


Gem  Proof  1856  Half  Dime 


1856  Proof-65  (NGC).  This  is  a  stunning  gem 
Proof  example  with  deeply  mirrored  fields 
and  light  cameo  contrast.  Splashes  of  deep 
golden  brown  and  iridescent  toning  are 
present,  primarily  along  the  borders.  An  ex¬ 
tremely  important  opportunity  for  the  type 
collector.  All  Proof  coins  struck  prior  to  1858 
are  elusive,  having  been  minted  in  very  lim¬ 
ited  quantities.  Normal  date  logotype  but 
with  slightly  irregular  6,  as  seen  on  Proofs 
(but  not  on  circulation  strikes  so  far  as  we  are 

aware) .  12,875 

1856  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  Mint  State  ex¬ 
ample  with  ivory  lustre . 635 


DIMES 

Our  offering  of  dimes  includes  several  no¬ 
table  early  pieces  commencing  with  the  Capped 
Bust  and  Liberty  Seated  issues,  a  number  of  Bar¬ 
ber  dimes  of  interest  and  importance,  and  then 
a  truly  notable  selection  of  Mercury  dimes.  Read, 
contemplate,  and  then  place  your  order.  You  will 
be  delighted  with  the  quality! 

Early  Dimes 


Gem  Mint  State  1814  Dime 


1814  Large  Date.  John  Reich-2.  MS-65 

(NGC).  This  is  an  absolutely  stunning  ex¬ 
ample  with  brilliant  and  frosty  silver  lustre. 
The  obverse  has  moderate  russet  and  blue 
toning  along  the  borders,  the  reverse  simi¬ 
lar  but  much  lighter.  Weakness  is  noted  on 


the  eagle’s  claws,  especially  that  grasping 
the  bundle  of  arrows.  This  example  is  prob- 
ably  the  single  finest  known  example  of  this 
die  marriage,  and  among  the  very  finest  of 
all  1814  dimes  surviving  today . 9,450 

Choice  1814  JR-3  Dime 
ST ATESOF AMERICA  Variety 


1814  Large  Date.  JR-3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  This 
lovely  example  has  strong  central  design  fea¬ 
tures  with  very  slight  peripheral  weakness. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  highly  lustrous 
with  ivory  surfaces.  Variety  with  STATES 
OF  AMERICA  closely  spaced,  appearing  as 
one  long  word . 4,750 


Lovely  1827  JR-6  Dime 


1827  JR-6.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
highly  attractive  with  deep  steel  blue  and 
ivory  lustre.  The  fields  are  reflective  and  al¬ 
most  prooflike  in  nature.  This  is  not  a  rare 
variety,  however,  it  is  seldom  found  in  choice 
or  gem  condition.  The  present  example  is 
almost  certainly  among  the  finest  half  dozen 

examples  known . 2,295 

1829  JR- 1 ,  R-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Outstanding 
for  the  grade  with  deep  golden  brown  toning 
and  iridescent  highlights.  A  scarce  variety, 
quite  elusive  in  higher  grades . 495 


Rare  1829  Curl  Base  2  Dime 
Elusive  JR- 10  Variety 


1829  Curl  Base  2.  JR-10.  Rarity-6.  G-6 

(PCGS).  Deep  gray  fields  with  lighter  gray 
devices.  A  few  old  scratches  may  be  seen  on 
the  reverse.  This  is  an  important  rarity,  first 
discovered  in  1973,  with  perhaps  a  couple 
dozen  known  to  date .  5,500 


CALL  TO  ORDER 
800-222-5993 


Choice  1830  Dime 
John  Reich- 3 

1830  Medium  IOC.  JR-3.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Lightly  toned  obverse  with  a  few  minor  sur¬ 
face  marks.  The  surfaces  exhibit  satiny  lustre. 
The  reverse  of  this  example  is  fully  brilliant 
and  pristine  with  slightly  prooflike  fields. 
Graded  separately,  we  would  call  the  reverse 
at  least  MS-66! . 2,695 

As  a  point  of  clarification,  this  variety  is  described 
by  PCGS  as  a  “Medium  10C”  variety,  which  is  equiva¬ 
lent  to  the  “Large  10C”  variety  described  in  the  Guide 
Book. 


Attractive  1831  JR-3  Dime 


1831  JR-3.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  for  the  date  or  type  collector.  This 
lovely  example  has  light  gold  and  iridescent 
toning  along  the  borders,  deeper  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Very  sharply  struck  with  all  design  fea¬ 
tures  on  obverse  and  reverse  boldly  defined. 
Even  the  eagle’s  neck  and  claws  are  com¬ 
pletely  defined .  2,595 

1831  JR-5.  MS-62  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  with 

golden  brown  toning  and  peripheral  irides¬ 
cence.  A  lovely  example  for  your  type  collec¬ 
tion . 895 

1832  JR-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  This  is  a  lovely 

example  with  lustrous  grayish  brown  sur¬ 
faces  and  outstanding  iridescent  toning.  A 
nice  example  for  the  date  or  type  collec¬ 
tor . 575 


Important  1832  JR-4  Dime 

1832  JR-4-  Rarity-3.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  ex¬ 
ceptional  example  for  the  grade,  this  with 
satiny  white  lustre  and  faint  lilac  toning 
along  the  obverse  border.  This  example  is 
among  the  very  finest  known  for  the  variety. 
An  important  opportunity  for  the  connois¬ 
seur .  2,995 i 

1832  JR-5.  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 

pleasing  grayish  brown  toning.  This  is  a  rela¬ 
tively  common  variety,  however,  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  locate  in  higher  grades .  795 

1833  JR-9.  EF-40  (AN ACS).  Intermingled  am¬ 

ber  and  golden  brown  with  considerable  lus¬ 
tre  remaining .  169 

1834  JR- 1 .  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck 

example  with  subdued  satin  lustre  and  pale 
amber  toning .  775 

1834  JR-7.  AU-58  (NGC).  An  attractive  ex 
ample  with  deep  iridescent  toning  and  virtu¬ 
ally  complete  lustre . 495 

Choice  Mint  State  1815  Dime 

1815  JR-1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  with 
golden  brown  at  the  centers  and  delightful 
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peripheral  toning.  Minor  surface  marks  are 
expected  at  this  grade  level .  2,595 

1835  JR-3.  AU-58.  Sharply  struck  and  deeply 
toned  with  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  495 

Lustrous  1835  JR-5  Dime 

1835  JR-5.  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  an  out¬ 

standing  Mint  State  example  with  brilliant 
silver  lustre  and  very  faint  peripheral  gold 
toning.  The  fields  exhibit  satiny  lustre  with 
frosty  devices  creating  a  light  cameo  appear¬ 
ance.  Although  considered  a  common  vari¬ 
ety,  we  cannot  imagine  many  with  more 
aesthetic  appeal .  1,650 

1836  JR- 1 ,  R-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Sharply 

struck  with  satiny  lustre  and  deep  iridescent 
toning . 495 

1836  JR- 1 .  AU-55  (PCGS).  Virtually  full  lustre 

is  hidden  beneath  attractive  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 469 

1837  JR-3.  MS-62  (NGC).  This  sharply  struck 

example  is  fully  brilliant  with  ivory  lustre.  An 
outstanding  example  for  your  date  or  type 
collection .  1,195 

1837  JR-3.  MS-61  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  with 
sharp  design  features.  Satiny  lustre  remains 
visible  beneath  the  toning . 895 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 


Gem  Proof  1852  Dime 
Estimated  Eight  Known 


1852  Proof-65  (NGC).  This  is  an  amazing  gem 
Proof  example  with  light  ivory  fields  splashed 
with  rose  and  gold  toning.  Careful  examina¬ 
tion  reveals  a  few  faint  hairlines,  however, 
these  are  strictly  consistent  with  the  grade. 
Walter  Breen  estimated  that  just  eight  Proofs 
were  known  for  this  date.  Today  it  is  likely 
that  his  estimate  remains  accurate.  .  22,500 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
sharply  struck  with  soft  frosty  lustre  and  con¬ 
siderable  aesthetic  appeal.  A  popular  issue  for 
type  collectors,  representing  the  first  year  of 


issue  for  this  design  modification . 975 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  example 
with  pale  champagne  toning.  Both  obverse 
and  reverse  have  prooflike  fields . 995 


Desirable  1858-S  Dime 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1858-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  This  is  a  delightful 
example  with  considerable  silvery  white  lus¬ 
tre.  Brian  Greer  noted  that  this  date  is  almost 
always  seen  with  distracting  problems.  The 
present  example  is  a  nice  exception  to  the 
rule . 2,150 


1859-0  Large  O.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Extremely 
sharp  with  outstanding  satin  lustre.  This  is  a 
superior  example  for  the  date  with  faint 
champagne  toning.  Brian  Greer  described 
this  as  “one  of  the  toughest  ‘common’  dates 

in  the  series.” .  1,195 

1860  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  a  highly  attractive 
example  with  satiny  white  lustre.  We  are 
certain  you  will  be  delighted  with  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  this  coin.  First  year  of  issue  with  obverse 
legend . 639 

Mint  State  1870-S  Dime 

1870-S  MS-61  (NGC).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  and  an  important  opportunity  for  the 
collector  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  This 
specimen  has  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces  with 
light  heather  and  steel  toning.  The  obverse 
has  light  planchet  striations  diagonally  across 
the  central  device.  Boldly  struck  with  typical 
weakness  at  the  denomination.  Among  all 
Liberty  Seated  dimes  in  the  present  offering, 
we  like  this  example  as  it  is  an  important  rar¬ 
ity  in  Mint  State  quality .  1 ,495 

1873-S  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  This  is  an  ex¬ 
ceptional  example  with  satiny  white  lustre. 
The  branch  mint  issues  of  this  With  Arrows 
type  is  much  scarcer  than  those  of  Philadel¬ 
phia .  1,195 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  fully  bril¬ 
liant  Proof  example  with  considerable  eye 
appeal.  An  outstanding  example  that  is  sure 
to  please .  1 ,1 75 

Brilliant  1874  Arrows  Dime 
1874  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
and  sharply  struck  with  wisps  of  light  gold 
toning.  A  delightful  example  that  is  sure  to 

please  the  connoisseur .  1,895 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  choice 
example  has  outstanding  silvery  white  lustre 
with  frosty  surfaces.  Slightly  weak  at  Liberty’s 
head,  however,  stronger  than  many  examples 
on  the  market.  The  reverse  has  a  trace  of 
light  champagne  toning . 975 

1874  Arrows.  AU-58  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant 

with  virtually  complete  lustre . 435 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  handsome  example 
with  sharp  design  features  and  fully  brilliant 
lustre.  A  splash  of  very  light  amber  is  noted 


at  center  of  the  reverse . 219 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  silvery 

white  lustre .  595 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver . 439 


BARBERDlMES _ 

The  Barber  dime  series,  commenced  in  1892 
and  continued  through  most  of  the  year  1916,  is 
eminently  collectible — except  for  the  rare  1894- 
S.  All  of  the  others  range  from  readily  available 
to  scarce  or  even  rare,  but  they  do  come  to  mar¬ 
ket  with  regularity.  In  the  listing  below  we  offer 
a  selection  of  interesting  pieces. 


Gem  Proof  1892  Dime 
1892  Proof-65  (PCGS).  This  gem  example  r 
one  of  the  most  attractive  Barber  dunes  we 
have  handled  in  quite  some  time.  A  won¬ 
derful  example  with  pale  gold  central  ob¬ 
verse  and  peripheral  blue  and  iridescent 
toning.  The  reverse  is  similar  with  very 
light  champagne  inside  the  wreath.  A  stun¬ 
ning  example  for  your  date  or  type  collec¬ 
tion . 1 ,475 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  IS  a  very  popular  is¬ 
sue  for  type  collectors,  representing  the  first 
year  of  the  new  design  created  by  Charles 
Barber.  This  example  is  fully  lustrous  with 
attractive  iridescent  toning .  319 

Mint  State  1895-S  Dime  Rarity 


1895-S  MS-64  (NGC).  This  is  an  extremely 
pleasing  example  with  brilliant  silver  lustre 
and  subliminal  toning.  A  scarce  and  popular 
issue.  This  example  ranks  very  high  among 
known  examples  of  the  issue .  2,995 

Choice  1901-0  Barber  Dime 
1901-0  MS-64  (NGC).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample,  sharply  struck  and  with  satiny  white 
lustre.  Although  from  a  relatively  high 
mintage  in  excess  of  five  million  coins,  very 
few  survivors  remain  in  MS-60  or  finer  qual¬ 
ity . 2, 1  50 

1903-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
satiny  silver  surfaces  and  light  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 325 

1903-S  EF-45  (ANACS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  grade  with  pleasing  light  gray 
surfaces  and  peripheral  iridescent  toning. 
This  date  is  seldom  encountered  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  place . 775 


Gem  Mint  State  1906-D  Dime 
First  Denver  Mint  Year 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1906-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
lovely  white  lustre.  This  frosty  gem  is  sure 
to  delight  the  new  owner.  First  year  of  op¬ 
erations  at  the  new  Denver  Mint.  A1 
though  not  a  rarity,  this  issue  is  difficult  to 
locate  in  Mint  State  and  nearly  impossible 
to  find  when  of  gem  quality.  PCGS  has 
certified  just  seven  examples  with  two  finer 
MS-67  coins .  2,993 
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Gem  1910-S  Barber  Dime 

1910- S  MS-65  (NGC).  An  extraordinarily  beau- 

titul  gem  with  sharp  design  features  and  fully 
brilliant  silver  lustre.  A  trace  of  amber  toning 
is  noted  along  the  borders.  A  scarce  date,  sel¬ 
dom  encountered  in  gem  quality .  2,350 

191 1- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and 

sharply  struck .  589 

1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  sharply  struck  ex¬ 

ample  has  soft  frosty  lustre  with  faint  cham¬ 
pagne  toning  along  the  borders . 595 

1913  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  spectacular  gem  with 

frosty  white  lustre.  Very  sharply  struck.  This 
example  will  be  a  nice  addition  to  your  col¬ 
lection . 675 

1914-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  sharply 
struck  with  just  a  wisp  of  light  champagne 

toning .  129 

1916  Barber.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  an  excep¬ 
tionally  attractive  example  with  fully  bril¬ 
liant  and  frosty  white  lustre  accented  by  very 
light  gold  toning.  An  exceptional  combina¬ 
tion  of  quality  and  value .  259 

1916  Barber.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
for  the  grade,  with  fully  brilliant,  lustrous 
surfaces  and  pale  toning .  139 

Mercury  Dimes 

In  the  listings  to  follow  are  interesting  and 
desirable  Mercury  dimes  of  especially  high  qual¬ 
ity,  including  a  few  earlier  dates  and  many  nice 
examples  from  the  1930s  to  1945.  A  date  and 
mintmark  collection  toward  the  end  of  the  se¬ 
ries,  beginning  in  1934,  can  be  assembled  for 
very  low  cost,  including  beautiful  Mint  State 
pieces. 

1916  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  This  lovely  example 
has  frosty  white  lustre .  129 


Impressive  1916-D  Mercury  Dime 


1916-D  Mercury.  AU-55  (NGC).  A  beauti¬ 
ful  and  lustrous  example  of  this  ever  popu¬ 
lar  issue.  Slight  wear  is  apparent  on  the  high 
points  of  the  design  but  the  coin  has  no 
heavy  marks  or  other  detracting  features. 
An  excellent  combination  of  quality  and 
price.  Somehow,  virtually  the  entire  mint¬ 
age  of  the  1916-D  dime,  not  very  large  to 
begin  with,  slipped  unnoticed  into  circula¬ 
tion.  We’ve  never  figured  out  why,  but  sus¬ 
pect  that  the  Philadelphia  and  San 
Francisco  coins  were  released  first  and  took 
the  “edge"  off  the  novelty.  The  great  largely 
untapped  area  for  20th-century  numismatic 
research  lies  in  newspaper  accounts,  which 
take  a  lot  of  rime  to  delve  through,  but  can 
yiel'  I  some  interesting  things.  It  might  be  in¬ 


teresting  to  mount  a  nationwide  search  for 
press  clippings  of  late  1916  and  early  1917 
and  read  the  first  accounts  of  the  new  dime, 
quarter,  and  half  dollar  designs  introduced 

in  late  1916 . 4,995 

191 7 -S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Rich  frosty  lustre. 
Brilliant .  279 

1920- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  This  is  an  ex¬ 

tremely  sharply  struck  example  with  all  de¬ 
sign  elements  boldly  defined.  Fully  brilliant 
with  outstanding  eye  appeal .  1,095 

1921  AU-55  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
nearly  complete  lustre.  An  outstanding  rep¬ 
resentative  of  this  scarce  issue . 925 

1921  AU-55  (NGC).  An  exceptional  example 
of  this  key  date  with  faint  amber  toning  over 

lustrous  surfaces . 898 

1921  EF-45  (ANACS).  Light  gray  with  hints  of 
peripheral  iridescent  toning . 595 

192 1- D  EF-40  (ANACS).  Pale  gray  surfaces 

with  very  light  amber  toning .  585 

Mint  State  1926-S  Dime 
1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  choice  Mint 
State  example  has  exceptional  aesthetic 
appeal.  Fully  brilliant  with  subliminal 
champagne  toning.  Very  sharply  struck  for 
the  issue,  including  partial  central  band  de¬ 
tails .  1,850 

1928  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

exceptional  aesthetic  appeal . 359 

1930  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  specimen 
with  sharp  design  features.  So  very  close  to 
full  bands .  179 

1936- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  145 
1937  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  with 

exceptional  aesthetic  appeal . 895 

1937  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  mirrored 

surfaces . 675 

1937  Proof-55  (PCGS).  Light  lilac  and  gold  ton¬ 
ing  over  mirrored  fields .  179 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1937- D  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  An  extremely  im¬ 

portant  opportunity  for  the  specialist  to  ac¬ 
quire  this  issue.  Fully  brilliant  with 
exceptional  aesthetic  appeal .  299 

1939  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  with 
brilliant  Proof  surfaces.  This  example  is  sure 
to  please . 859 

1939  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  brilliant  Proof 

with  faint  cameo  contrast . 475 

1940  Proof-66  (NGC).  This  is  an  exceptional 

gem  Proof  example  with  deeply  mirrored 
fields,  light  cameo  contrast,  and  amazing  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal.  Very  slight  cameo  contrast  is 
noted .  379 

1941  Proof-65  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  attrac¬ 

tive  with  deeply  mirrored  fields.  An  out¬ 
standing  example  for  a  date  or  type 
collection,  or  for  a  1941  Proof  set . 279 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Proof  example 
with  brilliant  surfaces .  245 


1941  Proof-63  (NGC).  Outstanding  quality  tor 

the  grade.  An  excellent  combination  of  price 
and  aesthetic  appeal .  195 

194 1-S  MS-67  FB  (NGC).  This  is  an  extremely 
important  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur. 
Sharply  struck  and  quite  unusual  as  such. 
This  example  also  has  fully  prooflike  fields  on 

obverse  and  reverse . 279 

1942/1  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example 
with  light  silvery  gray  surfaces  and  faint  gold 

toning . 875 

1942/1  VF-35  (PCGS).  Natural  deep  gray  sur¬ 
faces . '...485 

1942/1  F-15  (PCGS).  Pleasing  light  gray.  The 
overdate  feature  is  sharply  visible . 379 

1942  Proof-65  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with 

deeply  mirrored  silver  surfaces.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  that  is  sure  to  please . 285 

1942  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deeply  mirrored  with 

light  cameo  contrast . 239 

1943-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  This  is  an  outstanding 
example  with  fully  brilliant  lustre  and  ex¬ 
tremely  sharp  design  features.  This  qualifies 
as  full  bands,  in  our  opinion,  however  offered 
at  much  less . 65 

1943- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous 

example  with  frosty  silver  surfaces . 45 

1944- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 

ample  with  brilliant  lustre  and  very  light 
champagne  toning . 39 

Roosevelt  Dimes 

We  have  bought  many  very  nice  Roosevelt 
dimes  including  examples  of  extraordinary  qual¬ 
ity  certified  by  PCGS.  If  you  are  a  specialist  in 
this  series  or  are  thinking  of  becoming  one,  some 
nice  coins  await  you. 

1947- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  a  touch  of  very  light  toning .  29 

1948- S  MS-65.  A  delightful  gem  with  frosty 

white  lustre .  29 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1949- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  This  is  a  lovely  gem 
example  with  outstanding  frosty  white  lustre. 


A  scarce  issue . 85 

1 953 -S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  a 
touch  of  very  light  champagne  toning.  ..  29 


Set  Registry™  Quality 

1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  You’ll  be  delighted  with 

this  exceptional  Proof.  We  believe  that  this 
should  be  described  as  “Cameo.” .  1 1  5 

1954-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty 
white  lustre . 29 

1955  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  deeply  mir¬ 

rored  Proof  with  outstanding  cameo  con¬ 
trast .  185 

1956-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Outstanding  white  lus 


1959  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  ex 
ceptional  frosty  white  lustre .  L 
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Set  Registry™  Quality 

060  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Virtual 
perfection  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and 

highly  lustrous  devices . 395 

1960-D  MS'66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 

lustre .  32 

196 ED  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny 
with  a  wisp  of  light  toning . 32 

1962- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  silver  surfaces . 39 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1963  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  im¬ 
pressive  example  with  amazing  contrast.  If 
you  have  been  looking  for  a  Roosevelt  dime 
for  your  type  collection,  your  wait  ends 
here! . 249 

1963- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem. .  32 
1970  No  S.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  An  important 

opportunity  for  the  specialist  to  acquire  this 
variety.  Very  light  champagne  toning  over 
mirrored  bluish  gray  surfaces.  These  coins 
were  produced  in  error,  with  the  coinage  die 
not  receiving  the  standard  letter  S  mintmark 
of  all  Proof  coins  from  this  era . 695 

Twenty-Cent 

PIECES 

The  twenty-cent  piece  was  the  shortest  lived 
of  all  regular  United  States  coin  denominations. 
Although  mintage  extended  from  1875  to  1878, 
most  were  released  only  in  the  first  year,  1875. 
Th  is  denomination,  a  “good  idea”  at  the  outset, 
lasted  only  a  very  short  time,  amidst  complaints 
that  they  were  too  easily  confused  with  the 
nearly  identical  quarter  dollar. 

Twenty-cent  piece  reference: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  The  section  on  twenty-cent  pieces 
is  necessarily  short,  but  essential  reading — all  a  part  of 
this  worthwhile  volume.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

Lovely  1875-CC  20-Cent  Piece 
1875-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  This  splendid  Mint 
State  example  has  brilliant  and  satiny  silver 
surfaces  with  considerable  eye  appeal.  A  de¬ 
cent  strike  for  the  issue  with  slight  weakness 
visible  on  the  eagle’s  breast  and  top  of  the 
wing  at  left.  An  important  opportunity  for 
the  Carson  City  collector,  representing  the 
only  collectible  issue  of  this  denomination 
from  the  Nevada  mint.  The  only  other  issue, 

1 876-CC,  is  a  major  rarity  with  only  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  surviving  specimens .  1 ,595 

Gem  1875-S  Twenty  Cents 
1875-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and 
highly  lustrous  with  satiny  surfaces.  The 
obverse  has  light  and  attractive  cham¬ 


pagne  toning  while  the  reverse  is  mostly 

brilliant . 1 1095 

1875-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  at¬ 
tractive  with  virtually  complete  lustre.  A 

wonderful  example . 395 

1875-S/S.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Fully  lustrous 
with  faint  gold  toning.  This  variety  has  a 
doubled  mintmark  on  the  reverse,  along  with 
remnants  of  digits  75  in  the  obverse  denticles 
below  the  date .  595 

Gem  Proof  1876  20-Cent  Piece 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1876  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  excep¬ 
tional  gem  Proof  with  very  light  toning  on 
the  frosty  devices.  Deeply  mirrored  fields 
have  lovely  lilac,  sea  green,  and  iridescent 
toning.  Truly  a  coin  for  the  connoisseur  w  ith 
amazing  aesthetic  appeal .  17,500 

Choice  Proof  1876  20-Cent  Piece 

1876  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Proof  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  short-lived  denomination,  fea¬ 
turing  light  ivory  Proof  surfaces.  Light  cameo 
contrast  is  present.  The  reverse  has  slightly 
darker  toning  along  the  border .  1,995 


Quarter  Dollars 

Look  over  our  selection  of  quarters  carefully, 
bereft  of  really  early  issues,  but  including  a  num¬ 
ber  of  worthwhile  pieces  among  later  types. 
Please  realize  that  most  are  one  of  a  kind  in  our 
stock,  and  once  a  piece  is  sold  we  have  no  easy 
way  of  replacing  it  until  another  comes  our  way 
by  chance.  Thus,  order  as  early  as  you  can,  and 
if  you  have  second  choices  in  mind,  let  us  know 
these  as  well. 

Quarter  dollar  references: 

(of  which  we  ourselves  are  surprised 
that  we  have  so  many) 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  What  else  can  we  say  about  this 
book?  Perhaps  this:  we  cannot  imagine  any  serious 
buyer  of  United  States  coins  without  this  dandy  vol¬ 
ume.  754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BBR-764.  List  $135,  before  your  discount. 

The  Ctrmplete  Quide  to  Certified  Barber  Coinage. 
By  David  and  John  Feigenbaum.  An  in-depth  survey  of 
the  Mint  State  certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  series; 
the  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars,  1892-1916.  160 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750.  List 
$35,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Barber  Quarters.  By 
David  Lawrence.  A  passport  for  collecting  and  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  series.  How  rare  is  it?  What  are  some  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  die?  These 
questions  and  more  are  answered  in  this  guide.  126 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BI.A-109.  List 
$29.95,  before  your  discount. 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters.  By  J.H.  Cline  A  com 
prehensive  guide  to  this  popular  series  by  an 
acknowledged  expert  (whose  breathtaking  beautiful 
reference  collection  we  had  the  honor  of  showcasing  at 
auction  a  few-  years  ago).  175  pages,  illustrated. 


Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCL-700.  List  $24  95,  before 
your  discount. 

f  he  Washington  Quarter  Dollar  Book:  An  Attri¬ 
bution  and  Pricing  Quide.  By  James  Wile-.  Ph  D.  A 
must  for  the  specialist  and  the  serious  or  beginning 
variety  collector.  Each  variety  is  listed  with  all  you 
need  for  enjoyable  and  accurate  attribution.  240  pages, 
illustrated.  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BWI-400.  List  $40. 
before  your  discount. 

T he  Best  of  the  Washington  Quarter  Doubled 
Die  \  arieties.  By  John  A.  Wexler  and  Kevin  Flynn 
Features  1 39  of  the  most  desirable  Washington  quarter 
doubled  dies  with  detailed  descriptions,  cross-refer¬ 
enced  information,  values,  rarity,  and  more.  The  title, 
“best  of,"  sounds  like  a  music  disc — “the  best  of  so-and- 
so,  not  available  in  stores.”  Perhaps  more  “best  of’ 
numismatic  titles  are  in  the  offing?  186  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Spiral  bound.  Stix'k  No.  BWE-825.  List  $39.95, 
before  your  discount. 

I  ’nited  States  Clad  Coinage.  By  Ginger  R.ipsuv 
This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  1 74  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-51 1.  List  $12.95, 
before  your  discount. 

Statehood  Quarters  Collector’s  Handbook.  By 

Kenneth  Bressett  Includes  a  detailed  overview  of  the 
program,  a  history  of  the  U.S.  quarter,  designs,  and 
more.  90  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBR- 
555.  List  $4-99,  before  your  discount  (although,  don’t 
you  think  it  is  cheap  enough  already?) 

EARLY  QUARTERS 

1825/3  Browning-2.  AU-50  (NGC).  Mostly 
lustrous  with  pale  gold  and  steel  toning 
over  light  gray  surfaces.  The  reverse  is 
lighter  in  appearance.  Slightly  reflective 
with  traces  of  lustre  in  the  protected  areas. 
Typical  strike  with  weakness  on  the  higher 

design  points .  1 ,295 

1834  B-3.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  de¬ 
lightful  example  of  this  scarce  variety  with 
sharp  design  features  and  nearly  complete 
silvery  white  lustre . 645 

Choice  Mint  State  1838  Quarter 
1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  MS-63  (NGC).  Bril 
liant  surfaces  with  satiny  white  lustre.  This 
sharply  struck  example  is  a  fine  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  final  Capped  Bust  quarter  dollar 
issue . 2,495 

LIBERTY  SEATED  QUARTERS 

1841-0  AU-53.  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous  with 

faint  heather  toning .  295 

1842  Large  Date.  AU-55  (NGC).  An  excep¬ 
tional  example  with  satiny  lustre  and  plead¬ 
ing  iridescent  toning.  Sharply  struck.  A 
small  planchet  marks  is  noted  below  the 


digit  1 .  1,095 

1843  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium  gray 
with  very  light  iridescent  toning .  245 
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U nited  States  Quarter  Dollars  for  Sale 


Choice  Mint  State  1850-0  Quarter 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1850-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen 
with  satiny  white  lustre  and  splashes  of  ivory 
toning.  This  is  an  extremely  important  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  specialist  to  acquire  the 
date,  seldom  encountered  in  choice  Mint 
State  quality.  Sharply  struck  and  with 
prooflike  fields,  both  qualities  being  ex¬ 
tremely  unusual.  This  is  one  of  the  very  fin¬ 
est  known  examples,  tied  w-ith  three  others  in 
the  PCGS  Population  Report  for  second  finest 
certified.  A  single  example  has  received  the 
MS-64  grade . 2,950 

Choice  1853  Quarter  Dollar 
Arrows  and  Rays 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS).  This 
is  an  extremely  important  opportunity  for  the 
type  collector.  A  single-year  modification 
from  the  standard  Christian  Gohrecht  de¬ 
sign.  Sharply  struck  with  satiny  lustre  and 
faint  gold  toning . 2,375 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (NGC).  Nearly 
complete  satiny  lustre  is  accented  by  pleasing 
golden  brown  toning . 399 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (ANACS). 
Very  light  silvery  gray  surfaces  with  faint 
gold  and  iridescent  toning  along  the  bor¬ 
ders . 319 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Deep 
golden  brown  obverse  with  traces  of  lustre 
beneath.  The  reverse  is  somewhat  lighter  in 
appearance.  A  pleasing  example  for  the  type 
collector .  199 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  VF-20.  Deep  steel  sur¬ 
faces  with  lighter  highlights . 49 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 

ing  example,  fully  lustrous  and  with  brilliant 
silver  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  and  highly  at¬ 
tractive.  First  year  of  a  short  two-year  design 
type .  1,275 

1857-0  MS-61  (NGC).  This  is  a  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant,  prooflike  sur¬ 
faces  and  extremely  sharp  design  features 
for  the  issue.  Most  of  the  obverse  stars  are 
flat,  however,  all  other  design  elements  on 
both  obverse  and  reverse  are  extremely 
sharp.  This  is  a  deceptive  issue  from  rarity 
standpoint,  with  a  large  mintage  of 
1,180,000  coins  hut  very  few  survivors  in 
true  Mint  State  quality.  Roth  PCGS  and 
NGC,  combined,  have  only  graded  20  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  issue  in  MS-60  and  higher 

03M I**! .  995 


1858  MS-60  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 

with  ivory  lustre  and  lovely  peripheral  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  Quite  weak  at  central  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse.  This  would  have 
received  a  higher  grade  had  the  strike  been 
better . 329 

Mint  State  1859  Quarter  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  an  extremely 

pleasing  example,  sharply  struck,  and  with 
attractive  satin  lustre.  Faint  traces  of  cham¬ 
pagne  toning  are  noted  on  each  side.  PCGS 
has  only  graded  14  examples  at  this  numeric 
level,  along  with  six  finer  coins  ranging  up  to 
MS-67 .  2,450 

Mint  State  1870  Quarter  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
frosty  white  surfaces  and  sharp  design  fea¬ 
tures.  This  is  a  scarce  issue  from  a  mintage  of 
just  86,400  circulation  strikes.  The  present 
example  is  tied  with  one  other  for  the  grade, 
and  with  only  six  finer  examples  certified  by 

PCGS . 3,450 

1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (ANACS).  An  out¬ 
standing  example  with  brilliant  white  sur¬ 
faces  and  frosty  lustre.  Very  sharply 

struck . 1 ,295 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and 
highly  attractive  with  green  and  iridescent 

toning . 925 

1873  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Pleasing,  with 

silvery  white  surfaces . 475 

1873  Arrows.  AU-50  (NGC).  This  attractive 
example  is  a  nice  representative  for  the  type 
collector.  Faint  heather  toning  may  he  seen 


over  lustrous  silvery  gray  surfaces . 449 

1877  AU-50  (NGC).  Deep  and  attractive  ton¬ 
ing  over  lustrous  surfaces .  155 


1877-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  One  of  our  favor¬ 
ite  issues,  relatively  plentiful,  and  generally 
very  attractive  when  fully  Mint  State.  The 
presently  offered  example  is  certainly  no 
exception.  This  specimen  is  fully  brilliant 
with  highly  lustrous  white  surfaces.  The 
devices  are  frosty  while  the  surrounding 
fields  are  satiny  and  prooflike.  A  few  very 
faint  hairlines  keep  this  from  the  gem  cat¬ 
egory .  1 ,1  50 

1885  MS-62  (NGC).  An  extraordinary  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  grade  with  soft,  frosty  lustre 
and  mostly  hrilliant  surfaces.  All  design 
features  are  struck  to  their  fullest  advan¬ 


tage.  Variety  with  date  sloping  down  to  the 
right . 795 

Barber  Quarters 

Barber  quarters,  minted  from  1892  to  1916, 
have  always  been  popular  with  us  and  with  our 
clients,  too.  In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
we  present  some  really  nice  pieces. 

1892- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  extraordinary  ex¬ 

ample  of  this  scarce  issue  with  satiny,  slightly 
prooflike  fields  and  very  light  cameo  contrast. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  a  whisper  of 
light  champagne  toning . 895 

1 893 - S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Satiny  lustre  with 

light  gray  surfaces  and  hints  of  amber  ton¬ 
ing . 295 


Likes  Our  Quality 

I  want  to  let  you  know  how 
much  1  enjoy  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  staff  and  also  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  coins  that  you  deliver.  I 
sent  a  note  recently  about 
Debbie  of  your  staff,  and  you 
published  it,  and  let  me  also  say 
that  Mark  Borckardt  has  been 
extremely  helpful.  After  col¬ 
lecting  coins  for  quite  a  few 
years,  I  discovered  your  com¬ 
pany,  and  ever  since  then  all 
my  purchases  have  been  from 
you.  1  believe  that  your  grades 
are  very  conservative  and  in 
many  instances  are  one  or  two 
points  higher  than  the  grades  I 
have  seen  elsewhere. 

I  have  bought  Walter  Breen’s 
book  [ Encyclopedia ]  and  am  just 
beginning  to  understand  it.  It  is 
quite  complicated  and  has  a  tre¬ 
mendous  amount  of  information, 
but  it  takes  some  time  for  me  to 
absorb  it  all.  However,  it  has  been 
very  useful. 

Right  now  1  am  concentrat¬ 
ing  on  Indian  cents.  I  need  1 1 
more  pieces  for  completion,  but 
as  I  am  very  particular  about 
quality  and  also  do  not  have  an 
unlimited  amount  of  money  to 
spend,  this  takes  some  time. 
However,  1  enjoy  the  challenge 
and  look  forward  to  each  new 
coin  I  get  from  you. 

[R.S.l 
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United  States  Quarter  dollars  for  Sale 


Gem  1894-S  Barber  Quarter 


1894-S  MS-65  (NGC).  This  is  an  absolutely 
gorgeous  gem  quality  example  with  ex¬ 
tremely  sharp  design  features.  Both  obverse 
and  reverse  have  fully  mirrored,  prooflike 
fields  and  lustrous  devices.  Faint  lilac  and 
gold  toning  is  present  on  the  obverse.  Given 
the  associated  rarity  of  the  Barber  dime  bear¬ 
ing  this  date  and  mintmark  combination,  this 
quarter  dollar  issue  is  quite  popular.  ..  3,450 


Outstanding  1896-S  Quarter  Dollar 


ply  describe  this  as  brilliant  with  no  further 
explanation.  A  scarce  issue  that  will  intrigue 

the  specialist  or  advanced  collector . 639 

1906-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
gem  quality  quarter  dollar  with  satin  ivory 
lustre  and  delightful  iridescent  toning  along 
the  borders.  The  specialist  will  be  delighted 
with  the  opportunity  to  acquire  this  gem.  But 

be  sure  to  call  quickly .  1,195 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and 
sharply  struck  with  lustrous  white  surfaces. 
Outstanding  quality  for  the  date  or  type  col¬ 
lector . 495 

1912-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  ton¬ 
ing  over  frosty  lustre  creates  a  stunning  vi¬ 
sual  appearance.  A  scarce,  lower  mintage 

issue .  1,150 

1915  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Final  year  of  issue  for 
Proof  Barber  quarters.  This  example  has  at¬ 
tractive  iridescent  toning . 995 

Standing  Liberty 
Quarters 

1917  Type  I.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  ex¬ 
ample .  159 


Sharp  1918-S  Quarter 


1896-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  for  the  grade  with  sharp  design  fea¬ 
tures  and  light  iridescent  toning  over  satiny 
white  lustre.  Fully  natural  in  appearance.  The 
1896-S  issue  ranks  as  one  of  the  three  impor¬ 
tant  key-date  issues  among  Barber  quarter 
dollars  and  in  Mint  State  is  rarer  than  either 
of  its  competitors.  Just  188,039  examples 
were  minted  of  the  1896-S,  third  lowest  in 
the  series  behind  1901-S  and  191  3-S.  From 
this  mintage,  only  about  two  dozen  Mint 
State  1896-S  quarters  have  been  certified  by 
PCGS.  Fewer  were  saved  than  were  those  of 
the  other  two  low  mintage  issues .  7,895 


Important  1896-S  Quarter 


1 896-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Reflective  light  amber 
with  slightly  deeper  toning  on  Liberty’s  por¬ 
trait.  This  is  a  very  sharply  struck  example. 
Despite  a  few  light  hairlines  and  other  minor 
imperfections,  this  example  has  substantial 
eye  appeal.  Very  seldom  do  high-grade  circu¬ 
lated  examples  of  this  rarity  appear  in  the 

market  place .  4,350 

1902-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces  and  a  whisper  of  very  light 
champagne  toning.  In  fact,  most  would  sim¬ 


1918- S  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  A  splendid  Mint 

State  example  of  this  issue  with  soft,  frosty 
lustre.  Ivory  surfaces  are  delicately  accented 
by  peripheral  gold  toning  on  the  obverse. 
This  is  a  very  rare  issue  with  sharp  head  de¬ 
tails.  An  important  opportunity  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist . 3,795 

1919- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  scarce  issue  that  is 
quite  elusive  in  the  higher  circulated  grades. 
Natural  light  gray  with  splashes  of  lustre.  495 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 239 

1920  AU-55  (ANACS).  Nearly  full  lustre  with 

silver  surfaces . 89 

1920- S  MS-62  (NGC).  An  important  opportu¬ 

nity  for  the  aficionado  with  satiny  white  lus¬ 
tre  and  light  gold  toning . 675 

1921  AU-55.  One  of  the  key  date  issues.  Natu¬ 

ral  silver  surfaces  with  a  hint  of  light  ivory 
toning.  Nearly  full  lustre .  385 

Sharply  Struck  1 924-D  Quarter 

1924-D  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Very  lightly 
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toned  over  satiny  lustre.  An  outstanding 
example  of  this  issue,  seldom  found  with 
Full  Head  details.  Both  obverse  and  reverse 
have  exceptional  surfaces  for  the  grade.  Tins 
issue  is  seldom  encountered  w  ith  Full  Head 
details.  Among  the  entire  spectrum  of 
Standing  Liberty  quarters  certified  by 
PCGS,  36%  have  received  the  FI  1  designa¬ 
tion.  Considering  just  this  single  issue,  only 
1 3%  of  submissions  have  been  certified  as 
Full  Head . 2,695 

Gem  1926-S  Quarter 

1 926-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with 
exceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  Above  average 
strike  with  partial  head  details  and  nearly 
complete  shield  details.  This  is  an  extremely 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  This 
particular  date  is  very  infrequently  found  in 
the  market  place .  1,895 


Desirable  1927-S  Quarter 


1 927-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example  of 
this  key  date  issue,  especially  elusive  in 
higher  grades.  Most  known  examples  grade 
About  Good  to  Fine.  This  specimen  has 
pleasing  iridescent  toning  with  considerable 
remaining  lustre . 2,975 

1929  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck  in 

all  areas  with  satiny  lustre  and  medium 
golden  toning .  395 

1930  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  This  is  a  stunning 

gem  example  with  fully  brilliant  white  lustre. 
Truly  a  coin  for  the  connoisseur . 699 

1930-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  absolutely 
wonderful  gem  quality  example  of  the  final 
Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollar  issue.  Frosty 
and  lustrous  with  wisps  of  very  light  heather 
toning.  Iridescent  highlights  add  to  the  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal.  Virtually  fully  struck  with  90% 
complete  head  details . 695 

WASHINGTON  Ql  IARTERS 

We  have  always  liked  Washington  quarters, 
and  over  the  years  we  have  offered  many  of  them 
for  sale  and  have  written  extensively  about  the 
different  peculiarities  and  other  aspects.  The  is¬ 
suance  of  state  reverse  quarters,  including  the 
2000  New  Hampshire  (in  which  we  played  a 
small  part),  has  propelled  this  denomination 
into  the  forefront  of  interest. 

1932  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  and  attractive 
First  year  of  issue  for  the  design,  originally 
intended  to  be  a  commemorative  issue.  1  19 
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U NiTED  States  Quarter  Dollars  for  Sale 


Choice  Mint  State  1932-D  Quarter 
I  he  Key  Issue  in  the  Series 

1932-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  sharply 
struck  with  satiny  white  lustre.  A  few  splashes  of 
dark  toning  are  noted.  This  lovely  example  is 
sure  to  please.  An  elusive  issue  in  higher  grades 

and  considered  a  key  to  the  series . 3,950 

1932-D  AU-53  (ANACS).  Light  gray  surfaces 

with  splashes  of  lustre . 415 

1932-D  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lustrous  light  gray 

with  hints  of  pale  gold  toning . 355 

1932-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  Attractive  silver  sur¬ 
faces.  An  affordable  example  of  this  key  date 
issue . 299 

1934  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny 

lustre . 59 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 

brilliant.  An  attractive  example  of  this  scarce 
issue.  The  obverse  has  light  heather  toning 
while  the  reverse  is  medium  gold . 595 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  excep¬ 
tional  lustre . 69 

1935- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 479 

1937  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  for 
your  Washington  quarter  set  or  1937  Proof 
set.  Brilliant  ivory  Proof  surfaces . 379 

1937  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant . 49 

1937- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

fully  brilliant  lustre .  109 

1938  Proof-62  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 

with  light  toning .  139 

1938  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
wisps  of  pale  gold  toning.  In  an  old  style 
PCGS  holder .  189 

1938- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality 

with  brilliant  silver  lustre . 369 

1939- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  example 

with  exceptional  frosty  white  lustre.  This  is 
clearly  one  of  our  favorites  among  Washing¬ 
ton  quarters  presently  offered . 279 

1939-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  attractive 
example .  145 

1939- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

wonderful  frosty  white  lustre.  Appears  to  be 
of  gem  quality,  in  our  opinion .  79 

1940- D  Doubled  Mintmark.  FS-012.4.  MS-66 

(PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  sharply  struck 
with  satiny  silver  lustre.  This  is  a  really  cool 
doubled  mintmark  with  the  initial  image 
completely  left  of  the  final  position  and  par¬ 
tially  effaced  in  the  die . 875 

1940-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  absolutely  amaz¬ 
ing  example  with  fully  brilliant  and  satiny 

lustre .  189 

1940-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 

exceptional  aesthetic  appeal . 99 

1940-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous .  39 

1942-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Extremely  sharp  design 
features  with  outstanding  silvery  white  lus¬ 
tre  . 99 


1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example  with 
brilliant  lustre . 69 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1945-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  frosty  gem  with  fully 
brilliant  lustre .  125 

1945- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  lovely  gem  has  frosty 

lustre  with  subtle  champagne  toning .  69 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1946- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with 

frosty  surfaces  and  a  trace  of  very  light  amber 
toning .  119 

1946-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with 
frosty  white  lustre .  59 

1946-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  with  highly  lustrous  silvery  white 
surfaces .  119 

1946- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  that 

is  sure  to  please.  Fully  brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 59 

1947  MS-64-  Fully  lustrous  with  gold  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning .  19 

1947- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

An  attractive  example . 69 

1947-D  MS-65.  Light  obverse  toning  with 
deeper  iridescent  reverse . 49 

1 947 -S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  stunning  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  brilliant  white  lustre . 99 

1 947 -S  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  gem 
with  frosty  silver  lustre . 59 

1947- S  MS-65.  A  lustrous  example  with  outra¬ 
geous  iridescent  toning . 49 

1948  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny 

surfaces .  59 

1948  MS-64-  A  lovely  toned  example .  16 

1948- D  MS-64-  Lustrous  light  gray  with  golden 

brown  toning .  16 

1948-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and 
highly  lustrous . 69 

1948- S  MS-65.  Heavy  iridescent  toning  over 

frosty  lustre . 59 

1949- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  attractively 

toned .  129 

1949-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
An  exceptional  gem  example  of  this  scarce 
date .  129 

1949- D  MS-65.  A  pleasing  example  with  light 

ivory  lustre . 69 

1950  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  sharp 
design  features.  Highly  lustrous  silvery  white 
surfaces .  129 

1950  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  FS25C-019.  MS-66 

(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Doubling  is 
most  evident  on  the  eagle’s  beak .  169 

1950- D  MS-65.  Lustrous  ivory  surfaces  with  at¬ 
tractive  gold  toning .  29 

1950-D  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  FS25C-020.  MS- 
63  (ANACS) . 79 

1951  Proof-65.  A  wonderful  gem  Proof  with  light 

cameo  contrast .  59 


Set  Registry™  Quality 

195 1-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
with  faint  iridescent  toning  over  ivory  lus¬ 
tre . 1 59 

1951- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Absolutely  lovely  silver 

lustre  with  frosty  surfaces . 49 

1952- S  MS-65.  A  lovely  gem  with  frosty  white 

lustre .  59 

1953  MS-64.  A  pleasing  example  with  delight¬ 
ful  iridescent  toning .  1 5 

1953- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  at¬ 
tractive  silver  surfaces . 99 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1954  Proof-68  Cameo.  (PCGS).  A  sensational 

“black  and  white”  Proof  with  deeply  mir¬ 
rored  fields  and  exceptional  brilliant  de¬ 
vices . 625 

1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  This  is  an  excep¬ 
tional,  superb  gem  Proof  with  light  cameo 

contrast .  1 19 

1954  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  attractive 
specimen  with  highly  lustrous  devices..  269 
1954  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  out¬ 
standing  deep  mirrored  fields  and  light  con¬ 
trast .  59 

1954  MS-66  (NGC).  A  superb  gem  example  with 

fully  brilliant  and  frosty  white  lustre .  79 

1954  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with  frosty 
white  lustre . 49 

1954  MS-65.  Attractive  ivory  lustre  with  a  hint 

of  toning . 39 

1954'D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
frosty  lustre . 69 

1954- S  MS-66  (NGC).  A  wonderful  gem  with 

superb  silvery  white  lustre . 89 

1954-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Delightful  amber  ton¬ 
ing  over  satiny  lustre . 39 

1955  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny 

white  lustre . 49 

1957-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

satiny  lustre.  An  attractive  gem . 39 

1959  MS-66  (NGC).  This  is  a  splendid  gem  with 
fully  brilliant  lustre . 99 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  out¬ 
standing  eye  appeal . 39 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1960  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny 

white  lustre . 99 

1960  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gem  with  very  slightly 
reflective  fields .  39 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1960-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 

example  that  is  sure  to  please . 89 

1960-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 

frosty  lustre  and  just  a  hint  of  toning .  39 

1962  Proof-69  (PCGS).  An  amazing  gem  Proof 
with  deep  mirrored  fields  and  very  light 
cameo  contrast . 99 


■  BUY  ONLINE,  Bid  ONLINE,  BOOKS  ONLINE:  bowersandmereria.com 
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I  Inited  States  Quarter  dollars  for  Sale 


Set  Registry™  Quality 
196  3  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  This 
is  an  absolutely  spectacular  Proof  with  ex¬ 
ceptional  cameo  contrast.  The  devices  are 
highly  lustrous  with  deeply  mirrored 
fields.  Virtual  perfection  for  your  type  col¬ 
lection . 550 

1963  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
satiny  surfaces .  79 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1963  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  fully 
brilliant  white  lustre .  79 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  brilliant  gem  has 

fully  lustrous  silvery  white  surfaces . 39 

1964  MS-66  (NGC).  An  exceptional,  lustrous 

gem . 99 

1964  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  outstanding  gem  has 

satiny  white  surfaces . 99 

1964  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny 

white  lustre . 39 

1964-D  MS-66  (NGC).  An  impressive  gem  with 
a  whisper  of  toning .  79 

Set  Registry™  Quality 
1964-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant  white  lustre .  79 

1964-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  gem 

with  fully  brilliant  lustre . 39 

1966  SMS  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 
with  reflective  fields  and  sharp  design  fea¬ 
tures.  This  is  as  close  to  a  Proof  1966  quarter 
as  you  will  find .  59 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1999- S  Superb  Gem  Proof  five-piece  State 

Quarter  set  struck  in  silver:  Connecticut, 
Delaware,  Georgia,  New  Jersey,  and  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Silver.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) .  195 

2000-  P  and  D  10-piece  State  Quarter  set.  MS-66 

(PCGS).  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  New 
Hampshire,  South  Carolina,  and  Virginia. 
Attractive  examples  of  each  state,  from  both 
Philadelphia  and  Denver .  189 

2000-D  Virginia.  Struck  10%  off-center  at  8:00. 
MS-60.  A  pleasing  example  for  the  state 
quarter  error  collector .  165 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

2000- S  Superb  Gem  Proof  five-piece  State  Quar¬ 

ter  set  struck  in  silver:  Maryland,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  New  Hampshire,  South  Carolina,  and 
Virginia.  Silver.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) .  189 

2001 - P  and  D  10-piece  State  Quarter  set.  MS-66 

(PCGS).  Kentucky,  New  York,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  Rhode  Island,  and  Vermont.  Examples 
of  each  state,  from  both  Philadelphia  and 
Denver .  189 


Set  Registry™  Quality 

2001  -S  Superb  Gem  Proof  five  piece  State  Quar¬ 


ter  set  struck  in  silver:  Kentucky,  New  York, 
North  Carolina,  Rhode  Island,  and  Vermont. 
Silver.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  189 

Washington  Quarter 
Mint  errors 

1999- P  New  Jersey.  Uncentered  Broadstrike. 

MS-60 . 39 

2000- P  New  Hampshire.  Double  Struck.  MS- 

66  (PCGS).  Both  strikes  w'ere  off-center;  the 
first  strike  was  20%  off-center  with  the  sec¬ 
ond  strike  90%  off-center . 679 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  20%  off-cen¬ 
ter  at  12:00.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  1 79 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  off-cen¬ 
ter.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
fully  brilliant  with  lustrous  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 89 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  off-cen¬ 
ter.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
fully  brilliant  with  lustrous  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 79 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  off-cen¬ 
ter.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
fully  brilliant  with  lustrous  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 69 

2000-D  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  off-center. 
MS-64-  Sharply  struck  and  fully  brilliant 
with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  These  are 
non-certified  with  grades  of  MS-64  to  MS- 

65,  or  perhaps  finer . 49  each, 

or  10  (in  this  way  you  can  keep  the  hoarders 

from  getting  them!)  for . 465 

2000-P  South  Carolina.  8%  straight  clip.  MS- 
63 . . .  115 

2000- D  South  Carolina.  10%  off-center.  MS- 

65 . 135 

2001- P  Vermont.  10%  off-center.  MS-64..  179 


Half  dollars 


Our  offering  in  this  issue  of  Rare  Coin  Review 
commences  early  in  the  19th  century  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  include  Capped  Bust,  Liberty  Seated 
and  then  onward  to  the  Barber  and  Liberty 
Walking  series.  Our  listing  offers  many  opportu¬ 
nities.  New  purchases  abound! 

Half  dollar  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Includes  much  on  half  dollars.  754 
pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764-  List 
$135,  before  your  discount. 

Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties.  By  A1  C. 
Overton.  Edited  by  Don  Parsley.  The  standard  refer¬ 
ence  on  the  series,  a  “must  have"  hook.  Photographs  of 
die  varieties  included  new'  discovery  pieces  and  are 
enlarged  two  diameters.  710  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BOV- 100.  List  $59.95,  before 
your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Certified  Barber  Coinage. 
By  David  and  John  Feigenhaum.  An  in-depth  survey  of 
the  Mint  State  certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  series; 
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Remembering 
Russell  Logan 

We  w  ere  saddened  to  learn  of 
the  recent  passing  of  Russell  Lo¬ 
gan,  one  of  the  leaders  in  numis¬ 
matic  research  and  scholarship 
in  recent  years.  Among  his  other 
activities  and  accomplishments 
he  was  an  avid  collector  of  coin 
hooks  and  publications,  and  for 
years  he  belonged  to  the  Numis¬ 
matic  Bibliomania  Society. 

For  the  John  Reich  Collectors 
Society,  the  leading  group  de¬ 
voted  to  silver  (especially)  and 
other  coinage  of  Mint  engraver 
John  Reich’s  era  and  legacy  (the 
Capped  Bust  coinage,  among 
others),  he  contributed  many  ar¬ 
ticles  to  the  JRCS  Journal.  For 
these  he  was  honored  hy  receiv¬ 
ing  the  Jules  Reiver  Literary 
Award  three  times. 

Two  hooks  which  he  coau- 
thored,  Early  United  States 
Dimes  1796-1837  (1984)  and 
Federal  Half  Dimes  1792-1837 
(1998)  have  been  widely  hon¬ 
ored  and  appreciated,  and  today 
are  recognized  as  the  standard 
works  in  their  respective  series. 
Each  of  these  volumes  is  re¬ 
markably  well  organized  and 
easy  to  use. 

Beyond  the  preceding,  Russ 
Logan  was  a  gentleman  and  truly 
a  “nice  guy.”  He  shared  his 
knowledge  readily.  About  a  de¬ 
cade  ago  he  reviewed  and  made 
valuable  comments  concerning 
the  section  on  1794-1804  silver 
dollars  that  was  published  in  our 
1993  book  set,  Silver  Dollars  arid 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States: 
A  Complete  Encyclopedia. 

Born  in  1941,  he  became  in¬ 
terested  in  numismatics  as  a 
youth  in  the  1950s,  and  during 
that  time  found  Capped  Bust 
halves  to  he  especially  interest¬ 
ing,  laying  the  groundwork  for 
much  of  his  later  writing. 

Russ’  recent  passing  leaves  a 
space  that  will  not  easily  be 
filled. 
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You’  ve  come  to  the  right  place  for 

Numismatic  Supplies 


“Bausch  &  Lomb”  Pocket  Magnifying  Glasses 


Stock  No.  BL-9X:  Combination  of  two 
lenses  in  a  durable  plastic  case;  two  lenses 
fold  into  the  case,  which  serves  as  the 
handle.  Yields  4X  to  9X  power.  Wide  field 
of  vision  permits  easy  inspection  of  coins 
for  grading,  enjoyment,  etc.  Our  favorite 
all-purpose  glass . $23.00 


Stock  No.  BL-7X:  Hastings  triple  lens 
system,  highly  corrected  optical  glass, 
swings  into  a  chrome-plated  case/handle. 
7X  power.  Dave  Bowers’  favorite!  Limited 
field  of  vision;  excellent  for  detail  work 
(overdates,  die  varieties,  repunched  let¬ 
ters,  etc.) . $44.00 


StockNo.  BL-5X:  Inexpensive  “Packette” 
5X  magnifier  of  molded  optical  plastic. 
Folds  into  a  plastic  case.  A  good  pocket 
glass  with  good  field  of  vision.  Priced 
inexpensively;  if  you  lose  it,  you  can 
easily  buy  another . $9.00 


“Certified  Coin  Estate”  Display  Album  Cases 

(Net  prices,  no  discounts) 

This  great  “top  of  the  line”  product  consists  of  a  finely  crafted  wooden  case 
which  opens  like  a  book — accented  with  brass  hinges  and  an  engravable  brass 
nameplate.  Within  are  three  removable  leatherette  trays.  Each  tray  is  die-cut 
with  nine  openings  suitable  for  displaying  your  choice  of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI, 
and/or  ANACS  plastic  holders.  Thus,  the  album  will  showcase  in  a  deluxe 
manner  a  total  of  27  coins. 

For  example,  four  of  these  cases,  with  a  total  capacity  of  108  coins,  would 
do  justice  to  the  finest  collection  of  Morgan  silver  dollars,  1878-1921,  ever 
formed. 


Here  is  how  to  order: 

CCE-00 1 :  Deluxe  wooden  book-style  album  with  three  trays  (specify  choice  of  trays;  mix  or  match:  green  for  PCGS  only;  blue  for  NGC  and/ 
or  PCI  only;  black  “universal”  holder  for  various  types  of  “slabs”  mixed  in  the  same  tray) . $149.95 

CCE-020:  Display  tray  only,  green  background.  Suitable  for  PCGS  only.  Holds  nine  certified  coins . $22.95 

CCE-02 1 :  Display  tray  only,  blue  background.  Suitable  for  NGC  and/or  PCI  only.  Holds  nine  certified  coins . $22.95 

CCE-022:  Display  tray  only,  black  background.  “Universal”  type  suitable  for  mixing  and  matching  in  the  same  tray  your  choice  of  TCGS, 

NGC,  PCI,  or  old-style  ANACS  “slabs.”  Our  most  versatile  tray.  Holds  nine  certified  coins . $24-95 


CCE-030:  Clear  acrylic  dust  cover  suitable  for  any  of  the  above  trays;  useful  if  the  trays  are  not  stored  in  an  album. 
Sorry,  discounts  do  not  apply  on  Certified  Coin  Estate  Albums. 
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Take  the  B&M  discount  for  items  on  this  page.  (See  page  77  for  more  information.) 

Intercept  Shield”  Coin  Albums,  Holders  and  Protective  Boxes 


<h 


The  Intercept  Shield  series  of  coin  albums  feature  technology  intended  to  provide 
state-of-the-art  protection  against  coin  “corrosion.”  The  manufacturer  states  that 
“this  revolutionary  technology  is  a  solid  state  material  that  contains  active  additives — 
which  instantly  neutralize  corrosive  agents  and  cleans  the  environment.  A  permanent 
and  irreversible  chemical  reaction  renders  the  gases  harmless  as  they  attempt  to 
migrate  through  the  material.*”  It  is  said  that  these  holders  will  stabilize  the  surface 
of  a  coin — in  that  attractively  toned  coins  remain  that  way,  “bright”  coins  will  not 
become  toned,  and  so  on.  The  reviews  have  been  excellent.  While  we  make  no 
warranty  or  guarantee  concerning  the  claims  of  the  manufacturer,  we  have  heard 
nothing  hut  good  things,  and  we  do  know  that  pieces  displayed  in  these  holders  are 
attractively  presented.  Order  by  Stock  Number. 

Coin  Albums  Available 


3  page  Indian  Head  Cents  1857-1909  •  Stock  #ISC1  . $22.50 

8  page  Lincoln  Cents  1909-2007  (including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISC2 . 35.50 

2  page  Buffalo  Nickels  1913-1938  *  Stock  #ISN3 . 20.50 

5  page  Jefferson  Nickels  1938-2002  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISN4 . 26.50 

2  page  Mercury  Dimes  1916-1945  •  Stock  #ISD5 . 20.50 

4  page  Roosevelt  Dimes  1946-2002  (including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #1SD6 . 24.50 

8  page  Washington  Quarters  1932-1998  (including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISQ7 . 35.50 

5  page  Washington  Statehood  Quarters  1999-2003  (Complete  set  including  Proofs)  •  Stock  #ISQ8 . 26.50 

5  page  Washington  Statehood  Quarters  1999-2008  (Philadelphia  and  Denver  mints)  •  Stock  #ISQ9 . 26.50 

3  page  Washington  Statehood  Quarters  1999-2008  (Statehood  50  coin  date  set)  •  Stock  #ISQ10 . 22.50 

4  page  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars  1916-1947  •  Stock  *ISHD11 . 24-50 

2  page  Franklin  Half  Dollars  1948-1963  •  Stock  #ISHD12 . 20.50 

6  page  Kennedy  Half-Dollars  1964-2001  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISHD13 . 28.50 

4  page  Morgan  Dollars  1878-1890  •  Stock  HSMD14 . 24.50 

4  page  Morgan  Dollars  1891-1921  •  Stock  HSMD15 . 24-50 

2  page  Peace  Dollars  1921-1935  •  Stock  #ISPD16 . 20.50 

4  page  Eisenhower  Dollars  1971-1978  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock -1SED17 . 24 

4  page  American  Eagle  Silver  Dollars  1986-2003  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISAED18 . 24-50 

2  page  Susan  B.  Anthony  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISSBA19 . 20.50 

2  page  Sacagawea  Dollars  •  Stock  #ISSD20 . 20.50 

Double  Protection  Box  System  •  Stock  -HSDPBS . 13.95 


*  Corrosion  Intercept  Technology  is  a  developed  and  patented  product  of  Lucent  Technologies  Bell  Lab  Innovations.  Tested  by  Lucent  Technologies. 


“Eagle  Albums”  For  Certified  Coins 

Discount  Prices  •  Save  10%  to  20% 

Eagle  certified  albums  accommodate  all  popular  certified  coins  in  a  single  album. 
PCGS,  NGC,  and  ICG  holders  all  fit  snugly  in  the  album  pockets.  The  smaller  AN  ACS 
slabs  are  held  snugly  in  the  album  pockets  with  optional  foam  U-shaped  adaptors.  Each 
heavy  duty  clear  rigid  page  holds  9  certified  coins  and  allows  viewing  from  both  sides. 

EAGLE-27:  3-Page  certified  album  (holds  27  coins).  List  Price:  $22.50,  but  see  page  77 
for  discount  information. 


United  States  Half  dollars  for  Sale 


the  dime*,  quarters,  and  halt  dollars,  1892-1916.  160 
passes,  illustrated.  Sottbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750.  List 
$15,  before  your  discount. 

TheC  umplete  Quide  tu  Franklin  Half  Dollars. 

Bv  Rick  Tomaska.  The  first  book  devoted  solely  to 
the  Franklin  halt  dollar  series.  Includes  date-by- 
date  analysis,  plus  grading  information,  rarity 
estimates,  and  more.  240  pages,  illustrated. 
Sottbound.  Stock  No.  BTG-100.  List  $19.95,  be¬ 
fore  your  discount. 

The  Kennedy  Half  Dollar  Book.  By  James 
Wiles,  Ph  D.  C  Covers  hundreds  of  die  varieties,  in¬ 
cluding  repunched  mintmarks,  die  modifications, 
major  die  breaks,  pricing  and  rarity,  plus  helpful 
hints  for  cherrypicking.  316  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral 
bound.  Stock  No.  BW1-202.  List  $40,  before  your 
discount. 

United  States  Clad  Coinage.  By  Ginger  Rapsus. 
This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  1 74  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Sottbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-51 1.  List  $12.95, 
before  your  discount. 

Early  Half  Dollars 

1806  Pointed  6,  No  Stem  through  Claw. 

Overton-109.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Light  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  attractive  rose  and  gold  toning. 
Traces  of  lustre  remain . 325 

Pleasing  1807  Draped  Bust  Half  Dollar 

1807  Draped  Bust.  0-105.  AU-50.  Very  slight 

toning  over  evenly  worn  and  appealing  sur¬ 
faces .  1,995 

1807  Draped  Bust.  0-105.  EF-40  (PCGS). 
Deep  gray  with  peripheral  gold  toning. 
An  attractive  example  with  traces  of  lus¬ 
tre . 785 

Capped  Bust  half  dollars 

Impressive  1807  50/20  C.  Half  Dollar 
First  Year  of  Issue 
Famous  Diecutting  Error 
1807  Capped  Bust.  50/20  O-l  12.  AU-58 
(NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  Error  fea¬ 
ture  on  the  reverse  is  very  sharply  de¬ 
fined.  A  pleasing  example  at  the  grade 
level . 2,475 

Important  1807  50/20  Half  Dollar 
1807  Capped  Bust.  50/20.  O-l  12.  AU-50 

(ANACS).  Bluntly  struck  as  often  seen, 
however,  with  considerable  lustre  and 
choice  surfaces.  A  wash  of  champagne 
toning  is  visible  on  both  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse.  A  popular  die  blunder  with  the  de¬ 
nomination  incorrectly  entered,  then 
corrected  hy  over  punching  with  the 
proper  figure . 1,899 


Desirable  High-Grade  1815/2  Half  Dollar 
Key  Issue  in  the  Capped  Bust  Series 


1815/2  AU-50.  O- 10 la.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A 
pleasing  example  of  this  key  date  issue  with 
traces  of  lustre  beneath  pale  gold  and  light 
gray  toning.  A  few  minor  blemishes  are  ex¬ 
pected  for  the  grade .  5,995 


Attractive  1817/3  Half  Dollar 
Bold  Overdate 


1817/3  0-101.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  popular  overdate  variety  with 
nearly  full  lustre  masked  by  pale  gray  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  This  overdate  is  desirable  as 
a  “naked  eye”  variety,  with  the  overdate  fea¬ 
tures  clearly  visible  at  a  glance.  Overdate 
varieties  such  as  this  are  among  the  most 

highly  prized  in  numismatics .  3,450 

1821  0-103.  VG-10  (PCGS).  Attractive  two- 
tone  appearance  with  deep  gray  fields  and 

light  gray  devices .  50 

1823  Normal  Date.  0-105.  AU-58  (NGC). 
Sharply  struck  with  deep  gold  and  heather 
toning  over  satiny  lustre.  A  candidate  for 
your  type  set . 439 


Choice  1830  Half  Dollar 


1830  Small  0.  0-101.  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly 


lustrous  with  satiny  surfaces  and  warm  g< ilden 
brown  toning.  A  lovely  example  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 2,495 

1832  0-103.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  sharply 
struck  with  attractive  gold  toning .  359 

Choice  Mint  State  1836  Half  Dollar 
Capped  Bust,  Lettered  Edge 
1836  Lettered  Edge.  O-l  14.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  ivory  lustre  with  a  whisper  of  pale 

gold  toning .  1,950 

1836  Lettered  Edge.  0-117.  AU-58  (PCGS).  An 
attractive  example  with  brilliant  surfaces  and 
nearly  complete  lustre .  399 

Rare  1836  Reeded  Edge  Half  Dollar 
First  Year  of  the  New  Design 


1836  Reeded  Edge.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Very 

light  gray  with  a  few  minor  hairlines. 
Sharply  struck  with  considerable  lustre  re¬ 
maining.  The  fields  are  slightly  reflective, 
adding  to  the  desirability  of  this  example. 
First  year  of  the  Capped  Bust  design  with 
reeded  edge,  in  combination  with  50 
CENTS  on  the  reverse.  We  are  sure  you  will 
he  pleased  with  the  addition  of  this  half 
dollar  to  your  collection . 3,595 

1837  Reeded  Edge.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Sharply 

struck  with  deep  iridescent  toning  over  sat¬ 
iny  lustre .  395 

1838  Reeded  Edge.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Heather 

toning  with  splashes  of  blue.  New  type 
with  HALF  DOL.  Reverse.  A  very  nice  ex¬ 
ample . 695 

1839-0  Capped  Bust.  AU-50  (NGC).  A  lus¬ 
trous  example  with  light  champagne  toning. 
A  popular  issue  and  the  only  collectible  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint  among 
coins  of  this  design .  1,295 

Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars 

includes  choice  and  interesting  Mint  State  issues 

and  popular  types. 

Quality  1839  No  Drapery  Half  Dollar 

1839  No  Drapery.  AU-50  (NGC).  Aur  ic 

five  iridescent  toning  over  satiny  lustre. 
An  important  opportunity  tor  the  type  col 
lector . 1 ,795 

1842  Medium  Repunched  Date.  Wiley  Bugert 


Visit  our  Website 

www.bowersandmerena.com 
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United  States  Half  Dollars  for  Sale 


106.  AU-55  (AN AC'S).  A  well  struck  ex¬ 
ample.  Pleasant  medium  gray  and  iridescent 
toning . 379 

184 3  AU-50  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  at¬ 
tractive  light  amber  toning  over  slightly  re¬ 
flective  fields .  239 

1845  AU-58  (NGC).  A  well  struck  and  bril¬ 

liant  example,  slightly  reflective.  Only  a 
touch  of  friction  on  the  high  points .  715 

1845-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Gold  and  gray.  229 

1846  AU-58  (NGC).  Silver  surfaces  with 

splashes  of  toning.  Bold  strike .  379 

Desirable  Mint  State  1850  Half  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1850  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  example 
of  this  scarce  date  with  brilliant  ivory  lustre, 
slightly  reflective  fields,  and  lovely  gold  ton¬ 
ing  along  the  borders . 3,150 


Choice  1853  Arrows  and  Rays  Half  Dollar 
Only  Year  of  the  Design 


1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS).  This 

choice  Mint  State  example  is  most  impres¬ 
sive  with  extremely  sharp  design  features  and 
brilliant  silvery  lustre.  An  important  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  type  collector,  representing  the 
only  year  of  this  design . 3,895 

1854  Arrows.  AU-50.  A  pleasing  example  with 

light  silver  surfaces  and  faint  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 255 

Choice  Mint  State  1855  Half  Dollar 
Arrows  at  Date 


1855  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 


with  frosty  silver  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  and 
highly  attractive.  This  Philadelphia  Mint  is¬ 
sue  is  much  more  elusive  than  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  issue  of  the  same  year .  2,395 

Choice  1855-0  Half  Dollar 
Arrows  at  Date 

1855-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
specimen  with  soft  frosty  lustre  beneath  ivory 
and  iridescent  toning.  Slightly  weak  at  upper 
obverse  as  usually  found,  with  all  other  design 
elements  boldly  defined .  2,850 

1855- 0  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharply 

struck  with  frosty  white  lustre.  The  final  digit 
is  recut  at  outer  right  curve .  775 

Rare  1856-S  Half  Dollar 
Seldom  Seen  AU  Grade 

1856- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  An  important  opportu¬ 

nity  for  the  specialist.  Natural  light  gray  with 
lustre  visible  in  the  protected  areas .  1 ,650 

1858  AU-53  (PCGS).  Pleasing  deep  gray  with  a 
natural  appearance.  Some  lustre  remains  be¬ 
neath  the  toning .  219 

1858  AU-50.  Attractive  and  sharply  struck 
with  ivory  lustre  and  peripheral  iridescent 
toning .  159 

Mint  State  1858-S  Half  Dollar 
Elusive  So  Fine 

1858-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example. 
This  issue  is  seldom  encountered  in  Mint 

State  preservation . 2,650 

1866  With  Motto.  WB-103.  MS-61 

( ANACS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully  lustrous 
with  faint  blue  and  iridescent  toning  along 

the  obverse  border  at  left .  795 

1868-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  golden  brown 

surfaces.  Highly  lustrous .  565 

1873  Arrows.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  gray 
with  minor  abrasions  typical  of  the  grade.  295 

Desirable  1873-CC  Arrows  Half  Dollar 
1873-CC  Arrows.  EF-40  (NGC).  Natural  and 

pleasing  light  gray  surfaces .  1,995 

1873-CC  Arrows.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Pleasing  me¬ 
dium  gray  with  peripheral  iridescence. ..  1 ,1 75 


Choice  Proof  1874  Half  Dollar 


1874  Arrows.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Outstanding 
quality  with  deeply  mirrored  fields,  subdued 
by  exceptional  iridescent  lustre.  The  devices 
have  very  light  lustre,  creating  a  mild  cameo 


appearance.  This  lovely  half  dollar  will  be  a 
nice  addition  to  your  type  collection  if  you 
are  the  first  to  call .  3,595 

Lustrous  1874  Half  Dollar 
1874  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  out 
standing  lustre.  A  sharply  struck  example 

with  considerable  eye  appeal .  1 ,475 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  A  splendid 
specimen  with  sharp  design  features  and  fully 
brill  iant  silver  lustre.  An  important  opportu¬ 
nity  tor  the  date  or  type  collector .  1 ,195 

1874-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Golden  toning  over 
lustrous  surfaces.  Ideal  to  illustrate  the  with- 
arrows  design  in  a  type  set.  Quite  rare  so 
fine! .  1,350 

Barber  half  dollars 

1893  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  splendid  Mint  State 
example  with  considerable  eye  appeal.  Fully 
brilliant  and  sharply  struck  with  attractive 
peripheral  toning .  1,175 

Mint  State  1896-S  Half  Dollar 
Decidedly  Rare  So  Fine 
1896-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck,  bril¬ 
liant  example  with  silver  lustre.  Just  a  trace 
of  light  amber  toning  may  be  seen  at  lower 
obverse.  A  scarce  issue  among  Barber  half 
dollars  with  fewer  than  three  dozen  examples 
certified  by  PCGS  as  MS-60  or  finer.  2,195 

Outstanding  Gem  1897-S  Half  Dollar 
Fantastic  Quality 
Famous  Rare  Date 


1897-S  MS-66  (NGC).  This  is  an  absolutely 
spectacular  example  of  this  rarity  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  fully 
prooflike  with  cameo  contrast,  and  extremely 
sharp  design  features.  Although  the  mintage 
of  just  under  one  million  coins  does  not  im¬ 
mediately  identify  this  as  a  rare  date,  ad¬ 
vanced  collectors  know  that  gem  Mint  State 
examples  are  few  and  far  between.  .11 ,500 
1905  Proof-63  (PCGS,  Benson  Collection).  Iri¬ 
descent  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  A  very 
attractive  specimen  at  this  grade  level  780 

Liberty  walking 
half  dollars 

In  1916  the  Treasury  Department  decided 
to  redesign  the  current  American  silver  coin 
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age,  which  consisted  ot  the  dime,  quarter  dol¬ 
lar,  and  halt  dollar  (the  silver  dollar  not 
having  been  coined  since  1904).  Instead  of 
relying  upon  the  Mint’s  engraving  staff,  invi¬ 
tations  were  sent  out  to  leading  sculptors  and 
artists,  following  a  trend  that  had  been  initi¬ 
ated  by  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  in  1905 
when  he  arranged  with  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens  to  redesign  the  coinage.  After  that 
time,  private  artists  produced  a  variety  of  is¬ 
sues,  including  the  1908  quarter  eagle  and  half 
eagle  (Bela  Lyon  Pratt),  the  1909  Lincoln 
cent  (Victor  David  Brenner),  and  the  1913 
“Buffalo”  nickel  (James  Earle  Fraser).  By  1916 
the  Mint  also  had  utilized  artists  from  the  pri¬ 
vate  sector  to  do  certain  Panama-Pacific 
International  Exposition  coins,  most  notably 
Robert  Aitken’s  work  on  the  immense  $50  oc¬ 
tagonal  and  round  pieces. 

In  1916  two  artists  were  finalists  in  the  silver 
coin  competition:  Hermon  A.  MacNeil — whose 
1916  Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollar  design  was 
chosen  and  Adolph  A.  Weinman.  The  latter 
artist  designed  the  “Mercury”  dime  and  the 
present  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar. 

Ever  since  this  time,  these  coins  have  been 
numismatic  favorites. 

And,  if  you  really  like  these,  how  about  sign¬ 
ing  up  with  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  to 
buy  these  on  approval  from  us  via  regular  ship¬ 
ments?  In  the  wide  world  of  collectibles,  few 
enjoyments  match  the  pleasure  of  opening  a 
package  of  “goodies”  from  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries! 

Gem  1916-S  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollar 
Rarest  Variety  of  the  Year 

1916- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  sensational  gem  ex¬ 

ample  with  ivory  lustre  and  satiny  surfaces. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  deep  irides¬ 
cent  toning  along  the  borders.  This  lovely 
example  provides  the  perfect  combination  of 
quality  and  price.  Although  56  examples 
have  been  certified  at  this  grade  level,  PCGS 
has  only  graded  12  finer  coins . 4,950 

191 7- D  Obverse.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely 

example  of  this  popular  issue  with  satiny  lus¬ 
tre  and  hints  of  champagne  toning.  A  scarcer 
issue,  always  in  demand .  1,195 

Choice  1919  Half  Dollar 
Exceptional  Quality! 

1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  a  spectacular  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  lustre  and  light  ivory  sur¬ 
faces,  accented  by  faint  splashes  of  golden 
brown  toning.  Very  sharply  struck.  This  is  a 
scarce  and  popular  issue,  and  always  in  de¬ 
mand  by  specialists .  3,895 

Mint  State  1919  Half  Dollar 
Sharply  Struck 

1919  MS-63  (PC X  >S).  Sharply  struck  and  with 


fully  brilliant  satin  lustre.  A  faint  trace  of 
heather  toning  is  noted  on  the  obverse.  This 
is  a  delightful  example . 3,195 


Important  1919-D  Half  Dollar 
Sharply  Struck  (and  rare  so) 


Gem  Mint  State  19  34-S  Half  Dollar 

1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  extraordinary 
gem  example  with  brilliant,  frosty  lustre 
and  lovely  peripheral  toning.  When  I 
(Mark  Borckardt)  first  saw  this  coin,  I 
knew  it  was  a  “keeper”  of  extraordinary 
merit! . 3,295 

1934- S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 665 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

A  sharply  struck  example  with  frosty  sur¬ 
faces . 319 

1935  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty  lus¬ 
tre . !....  75 

1935- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

toning .  719 


1919-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Very  light  champagne 
toning  over  satiny  lustre.  The  central  obverse 
and  reverse  are  very  weak  as  usually  seen. 
Sharply  struck  1919-D  half  dollars  are  few 
and  far  between.  Recently,  Mark  Borckardt 
was  offered  a  sharply  struck  gem,  priced  at 
approximately  $100,000.  In  comparison,  this 
one  should  seem  like  a  bargain!  An  ex¬ 
tremely  important  opportunity  for  the  collec¬ 
tor  to  obtain  this  rare  issue,  among  the  most 
elusive  in  the  entire  series.  In  fact,  only  the 
1921-S  rarity  has  a  lower  PCGS  Mint  State 
population . 5,695 


Important  1921  Half  Dollar 
Lowest  Philadelphia  Mintage 


1921  AU-55  (PCGS).  This  wonderful  half  dol¬ 
lar  has  nearly  complete  silvery  white  lustre 
with  pleasing  surfaces.  A  key  date  and  always 
in  demand  in  high  quality  circulated  grades. 
Just  246,000  were  struck . 2,950 

Mint  State  1927-S  Half  Dollar 
Excellent  Eye  Appeal; 

1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Typical  weakness  is 
noted  at  the  center  of  both  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse,  however,  this  choice  example  has 
excellent  aesthetic  appeal  and  brilliant  sat¬ 
iny  lustre.  An  elusive  issue  for  the  special¬ 
ist . 2,750 

1934  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and 
sharply  struck  with  faint  champagne  ton¬ 
ing,  especially  on  the  reverse.  We  are  cer¬ 
tain  you  will  like  this  outstanding  gem 

example . 595 

1934  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 
brilliant  lustre .  115 


Gem  Proof  1936  Half  Dollar 
Lowest  Proof  Mintage 


1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  An  impressive  gem 
Proof  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and  very 
lightly  frosted  devices.  Lowest  mintage  vari¬ 
ety  among  Proofs  of  this  design.  We  are  cer¬ 
tain  you  will  be  pleased  with  the  quality  of 

this  gem  example . 4,550 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous . 269 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

golden  toning.  Beautiful! .  155 

1936-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

struck .  135 

1936-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  wonderful  gem 
example  has  brilliant  white  lustre.  An  out¬ 
standing  opportunity .  515 


Superb  Proof  1937  Half  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1937  Proof-67  (PCGS).  This  is  an  absolutely 
amazing  gem  Proof  example  with  fully  mir¬ 
rored  fields  and  very  slight  lustre  on  the  de¬ 
vices.  Although  not  qualifying  tor  the 
“Cameo"  designation,  this  example  cer¬ 
tainly  comes  close.  Few  true  cameo  Proof 
examples  are  known  among  Liberty  Walk 
mg  half  dollars.  As  of  March  2002,  PCGS 
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has  only  certified  two  such  coins,  both 
dated  1938 .  4,375 

1937  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Prcxif  for  your 

date  or  type  collection.  This  example  has 
attractive  mirrored  surfaces  with  delicate 
toning . 785 

1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and 

sharply  struck . 465 

1937-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 
brilliant  lustre  and  sharp  design  features.  249 

1937 - S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example 

with  wisps  of  champagne  toning .  245 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Deeply  mirrored  with 
bright  silver  surfaces.  A  lovely  example.  1 ,395 

1938  Proof-65  (PCGS).  This  is  an  outstanding 
gem  Proof  with  white  obverse  and  reverse 
surfaces.  Very  slight  cameo  contrast  is  noted, 

primarily  on  the  obverse .  1,095 

1938  Proof-63  (PCGS).  An  affordable  example 
that  is  quite  attractive.  Faint  gold  toning  over 
deeply  mirrored  fields  with  very  light  cameo 

contrast . 539 

1938  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  gem  with 
brilliant,  frosty  lustre .  289 

1938- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  choice  example 

has  sharp  design  elements  with  outstanding, 
frosty  white  lustre  with  hints  of  toning  on  the 
obverse.  The  reverse  has  satiny,  almost 
prooflike  fields . 649 

1939- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful 

Proof  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  around  the 
devices.  Very  light  cameo  contrast  adds  to 

the  appeal  of  this  gem . 819 

1940  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 
with  light  contrast . 395 

1940  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

struck .  59 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1940- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  sensational 

example  with  extremely  sharp  design  fea¬ 
tures,  highly  unusual  for  the  issue.  Both  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  are  fully  brilliant  with 
satiny  lustre,  the  obverse  slightly  prooflike. 
Truly  a  gem  of  the  first  water.  Just  three  finer 
MS-67  examples  have  been  certified  by 
PCGS . . .  1,395 

1941  Proof -66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

light  contrast  and  subliminal  amber  toning. 
A  splash  of  darker  toning  is  seen  at  upper  left 
obverse . 795 

1941  Proof-64  (NGC).  An  exceptional  Proof 
with  fully  mirrored  fields  and  faint  toning. 
This  delightful  addition  to  your  cabinet  is 

just  a  phone  call  away . 399 

1941  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 

brilliant  mirrored  surfaces .  399 

1941  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant,  satiny  lustre . 209 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  119 


1941-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

frosty  white  lustre .  245 

1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  con¬ 
siderable  aesthetic  appeal.  An  outstanding 
example  with  above  average  design  defini¬ 
tion .  1,175 

1941-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 
brilliant  white  lustre .  199 

1941- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  choice  example  with 

satiny  silver  lustre . 219 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1942  Half  Dollar 

1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  This  is  a  stunning  Proof 
example  with  brilliant  white  mirrored  surfaces 
and  faint  toning.  Very  light  cameo  contrast 

adds  to  the  appeal  of  this  gem .  1 ,750 

1942  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  Proof  with 

considerable  eye  appeal . 469 

1942  MS-66.  Brilliant  and  attractive  with  sharp 
design  elements  and  frosty  white  lustre.  199 
1942  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  excep¬ 
tional  aesthetic  appeal .  219 

1942  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  115 

1942  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 49 

1942  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous . 45 

1942- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

exceptional  brilliant  white  lustre .  259 

1942- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  with  satiny 

lustre  and  brilliant  surfaces.  Above  average 
strike  for  this  issue . 599 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

struck  with  exceptional  frosty  white  lus¬ 
tre . 239 

1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  bril¬ 
liant  white  surfaces  and  sharp  design  ele¬ 
ments .  119 

1943  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant .  109 

1943  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 

sharply  struck  example . 49 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  soft,  frosty  white  lus¬ 
tre . 44 

1943  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

Enjoy  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars?  Collecting 
them  is  a  pleasure  when  you  buy  from  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries.  We  look  “beyond  the  grading  num¬ 
ber"  and  acquire  coins  that  are  visually  appealing  and 
among  the  finest  in  their  grade  categories.  It  is  no 
wonder  that  for  years,  indeed  decades,  we  have  helped 
to  form  some  of  the  finest  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar 
collections  ever  assembled. 

1943- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very  slight  golden 
toning  adds  to  the  appeal  of  this  gem.  379 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 

highly  lustrous  with  faint  champagne  ton¬ 
ing .  399 

1944  MS-66  (NGC).  A  lustrous  example  with 
silvery  white  lustre  and  splashes  of  iridescent 

toning .  375 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  a  very  pleasing 
example  with  frosty  white  lustre  and  a  splash 

of  faint  blue  toning  on  either  side .  159 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
satiny  surfaces .  1 59 


1944-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  a 

trace  of  light  toning .  2 65 

1944-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 
struck  with  exceptional  lustre .  1 39 

Now  it  seems  to  us  that  we  have  the  nicest  quo/ils 
inventory  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  anywhere  in 
thecountry.  If  you  like  “high-end"  pieces,  you've  come 
to  the  right  place.  And,  once  you  see  the  quality  we 
deliver,  our  prices  will  seem  like  bargains! 

1944-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 
struck . 69 

1944- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  w  ith 

brilliant  white  lustre .  59 

1945  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant  lustre .  295 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just 

a  wisp  of  light  toning .  129 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  ex¬ 
tremely  sharp  design  elements .  129 

1945  MS-63  (NGC).  Choice  quality  with  frosty 

white  lustre . 44 

1945- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 

frosty  white  surfaces . 285 

1945-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  gem  ex¬ 
ample  w  ith  frosty  silver  lustre .  1 29 

1945- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 62 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1946  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  absolutely 

lovely  example  with  satiny  u'hite  lustre  and 
subliminal  toning .  765 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  ex¬ 
ceptional  white  lustre .  219 

1946  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

struck  with  frosty  white  lustre .  59 

1946- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 

outstanding  white  lustre .  239 

1946-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1946-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  delightful  gem 

with  fully  brilliant  lustre .  455 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  1  39 

1946- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

amazing  white  lustre . 69 

Set  Registry1'1  Quality 

1947  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with  sating 
white  lustre  and  traces  of  pale  gold  toning.  645 

1947  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  lustre . 65 

1947  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  52 

1947- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Highly  attractive  with 

outstanding  white  lustre .  109 

1947-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces . 59 

Franklin  Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  of  Franklin  halves  is  quite  ex¬ 
tensive.  If  you  are  seeking  quality  and  value, 
you  will  find  it  here.  In  recent  years  this  series 
has  attracted  many  new  enthusiasts,  quite  a 
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tew  ot  whom  have  begun  and  completed  their 

sets  right  here! 

1948- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample  with  trusty  white  lustre .  59 

1949  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 

with  brilliant  white  lustre .  109 

Gem  1949-D  Franklin  Half  Dollar 
Sharply  Struck  with  FBL 

1949- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with 

light  golden  surfaces .  1,695 

1949-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
example  with  fully  brilliant  w'hite  lustre. 
An  excellent  combination  of  quality  and 
value . 275 

Gem  Cameo  Proof  1950  Half  Dollar 

1950  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  This  is  an  ab¬ 
solutely  superb  example  with  deeply  mir¬ 
rored  fields  and  lustrous  devices  on  obverse 
and  reverse.  This  is  the  first  Franklin  half 
dollar  issue  in  Proof,  and  seldom  encoun¬ 
tered  with  cameo  contrast.  An  important 
opportunity  for  the  Franklin  half  dollar  afi¬ 
cionado.  Lowest  mintage  Proof  in  the 


Franklin  series .  1,375 

1951-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  with  frosty  white  lustre .  89 

195 1  -S  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  scarce  issue .  750 


1952  Proof-67  (PCGS).  This  superb  Proof  has 
exceptional  mirrored  surfaces  with  a  high 
degree  of  aesthetic  appeal.  Quality  that  you 
will  be  delighted  with . 875 

Cameo  Proof  1952  Half  Dollar 
Exception  Proof-66  Grade 

1952  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  outstand¬ 
ing  example  very  nearly  qualifies  for  the 
Deep  Cameo  designation.  Fully  brilliant 
Proof  surfaces  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and 


lustrous  devices .  1,695 

1952  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 


Lustrous  1952-S  Franklin  Half  Dollar 

1952- S  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  rare 

in  lower  grades  or  if  indifferently  struck,  but 
with  Full  Bell  Lines  it’s  a  different  story!  A 
find  for  the  specialist .  1,150 

1953  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  A  delightful  ex¬ 

ample  with  fully  frosty,  fully  brilliant  lustre. 
This  is  an  extremely  difficult  issue  to  locate, 
and  is  considered  by  specialists  to  be  the  rar¬ 
est  Philadelphia  Mint  issue  with  full  bell 
tines . 1,050 

195 3- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample . 49 

1954  Proof-68  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant  with 

deeply  mirrored  fields  and  attractive  cameo 
contrast .  1,395 

1954  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  495 

1954  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Mirrored  fields  with 
frosty  devices .  119 


1954  Proof-66  Cameo(PCGS).  Full  brilliance 
and  a  beautiful  piece .  359 

1954  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality 

with  fully  brilliant  lustre .  39 

1954-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
sharply  defined .  189 

1954-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  at¬ 
tractive . 39 

1955  Proof-68  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Proof  with 

deeply  mirrored  surfaces  and  light  frosty  lus¬ 
tre  on  the  reverse  device .  199 

1955  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Wonderful  quality  with 
brilliant  Proof  surfaces .  169 

1955  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example 
with  highly  lustrous  portrait.  The  obverse  has 
heavy  cameo  contrast  while  the  reverse  is 
fully  brilliant .  169 

1955  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1956  Type  II.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  very  light  cameo  contrast . 99 

1956  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality 

with  brilliant  lustre . 45 

1957  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Fully  frosted  devices.  285 

While  we  have  a  great  stock  of  Franklin  half 
dollars,  it  will  help  you  and  also  help  us  if  you  have 
second  choices  in  mind  when  you  telephone,  fax,  or 
mail  your  order. 

1957  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example 
with  frosty  white  lustre .  45 

1957  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  19 

1957- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 

highly  lustrous . 45 

1958- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

frosty  lustre . 45 

1959  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

sharp  design  elements .  59 

1959- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and 

attractive  example .  59 

1960  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example 

with  fully  brilliant  lustre . 329 

1960- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Extremely  at¬ 

tractive  and  sharply  struck  with  brilliant 
lustre .  79 

1961  Proof-68  Cameo  (NGC).  Exceptional 

quality  with  heavily  lustrous  obverse  de¬ 
vice  and  light  cameo  contrast  on  the  re¬ 
verse . 99 

1961  Proof-68  (PCGS).  A  superb  Proof  with 

brilliant  mirrored  surfaces . 69 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1961- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  795 

1961- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 

with  brilliant  lustre .  79 

1962  Proof-68  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning .  79 

1962  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  I  lighly  lustrous  with 

exceptional  aesthetic  appeal .  149 

1962- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with 

gold  peripheral  toning .  350 

1963  Proof-68  (PCGS).  A  superb  brilliant  Proof 

with  obverse  cameo  contrast .  59 


1963  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  Exceptional 
quality  with  nice  cameo  contrast  between 


mirrored  fields  and  lustrous  devices .  75 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1963-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  full 

silver  lustre .  219 

1963-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1963-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  19 


Kennedy  Half  Dollars 

1964  Proof-69  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silvery 
Proof  surfaces  with  light  cameo  contrast.  225 

1964  Proof-69  (PCGS).  Brilliant . !....  59 

1964  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 450 

1964  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

attractive  with  light  cameo  contrast .  79 

1964-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1973-S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  ex¬ 
ceptional  example  with  amazing  cameo  con¬ 
trast . 99 


Silver  Dollars 

For  decades,  knowledgeable  silver  dollar  col¬ 
lectors  have  turned  to  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  for  quality  coins  and  great  value.  Long¬ 
time  customers  know  that  when  quality  counts, 
they  can  count  on  us  to  deliver.  Silver  dollars 
have  long  been  one  of  our  specialties  and  we  are 
justifiably  proud  of  the  fact  that  we  have  been 
instrumental  in  forming  some  of  the  finest  silver 
dollar  collections  ever  assembled. 

Silver  dollars  in  this  issue  include  several 
early  issues,  then  onward  to  one  of  the  finest 
offerings  of  Morgan  dollars  we  have  ever  made! 

Silver  dollar  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  One  of  the  best  silver  dollar  source 
books — along  with  lots  of  other  information.  754 
pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List 
$135,  before  your  discount. 

The  Rare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804  and  The 
Exciting  Adventures  of  Edmund  Roberts.  By  Q.  David 
Bowers.  Take  a  voyage  on  the  U.S.S.  Peacock  as  it  de¬ 
livers  the  “King  of  Coins”  to  the  Sultan  of  Muscat. 
Includes  over  100  biographies  of  numismatists.  Illus¬ 
trated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-407.  List  $69.95, 
before  your  discount. 

A  Buyer’s  Quide  to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States.  By  Q.  David  Bowers. 
Second  Edition.  A  treasure  trove  of  information  on 
these  popular  series.  1997  prices  for  every  date  and 
mintmark.  304  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No. 
BBM-402.  List  $19.95,  before  your  discount. 

Crime  of  1873  -  The  Comstock  Connection.  By 
Robert  Van  Ryzin.  Takes  you  through  this  pivotal  ep 
och  in  western  history  -  life  in  the  silver  mines  ot 
Nevada’s  Comstock  Lode,  the  minting  ot  the  popular 
Carson  City  dollars,  and  much  more.  300  pages,  illus 
trated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BVA-980.  List  $34.95, 
before  your  discount. 

America’s  Silver  Dollars.  Edited  by  John  M 
Kleeberg.  Articles  pertaining  to  silver  dollars  .is  pre 
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Coin  Quiz 


It’s  Summertime  (or  Almost) 


It’s  nearly  summertime,  and  in  antici¬ 
pation  thereof,  this  issue’s  quiz  has  a 
summer  (sort  of)  theme. 

We  give  clues  concerning  10  different 
numismatic  (sort  of)  things  related  to  sum¬ 
mer  (sort  of).  How  many  can  you  identify.7 
Get  six  or  more  right,  and  you  are  doing 
well.  Get  seven  or  eight  right,  and  you  are 
in  the  expert  class  or  close  to  it.  Get  nine 
or  10  correct,  and  you  deserve  to  sit  under  a 
magnolia  tree  and  sip  a  mint  julep!  Our 
Bonus  Question  might  help,  as  some  of  the 
regular  questions  are  a  hit  abstruse  (and  we 
do  apologize  for  number  10! ). 

1.  The  Sommer  Islands  coins  were 
intended  for  present  day  Bermuda  and 
featured  two  motifs,  one  being  a  ship 
and  the  other  a: 

a.  Porcupine 

b.  Hog 

c.  Slithy  tove 

d.  Tantalus 

2.  Summer  Douglas,  a  recent  contes¬ 
tant  on  Jeopardy!  is  a  member  of  the 
journalistic  staff  of: 

a.  The  Rare  Coin  Review 

b.  Coin  World 

c.  The  Colonial  Newsletter 

d.  Out  on  a  Limb 

3.  On  several  times  in  and  around 
the  turn  of  the  19th  century  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  closed  its  doors  in  the 
summer  because: 

a.  Yellow  fever  was  prevalent  in  the  city 

b.  The  Mint  director  and  staff  went  on 

vacation  to  the  New  Jersey  shore. 

c.  The  facility  was  not  air-cooled  and 

became  too  hot  for  comfort. 

d.  The  coinage  dies  would  mst  from  the 

humidity  and  could  not  be  used. 

4.  The  “Monthly  Summary,”  published 
by  the  Com  Dealer  Newsletter,  would  over 
a  period  of  time  not  likely  have  an  article 
on  which  one  of  these  subjects? 

a.  Coin  grading 

b.  Morgan  silver  dollars  1878-1921 

c.  Commemoratives 

d.  Hard  Times  tokens  1832-1844 


5.  Beginning  in  the  late  1850s,  in 
the  summer  of  each  year,  on  July  1: 

a.  The  fiscal  year  of  the  United  States 

Mint  commenced. 

b.  Grading  discussions  were  held  in  an 

annual  forum  sponsored  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  and 
Dr.  Lewis  Feuchtwanger. 

c.  The  Lyceum  series  began  in  San  Fran¬ 

cisco,  for  which  Mint  employees 
were  excused  so  they  could  attend. 

d.  Special  presentation  Proof  coinage 

was  struck  in  anticipation  of  the 
4th  of  July. 

6.  A  long  time  ago  in  Luray,  in  the 
mountains  of  Virginia,  in  the  summer 
(hut  not  in  the  winter),  poet  and  artist 
Augustus  G.  Heaton  would  occasionally: 

a.  Make  electrotypes  of  Comitia 
Americana  medals. 

b.  Prepare  coinage  designs  via  a  secret 

arrangement  with  Charles  E.  Bar¬ 
ber,  chief  engraver  at  the  Mint. 

c.  Play  the  banjo  at  local  coin  club 
meetings. 

d.  Write  items  for  publication  in  The 
Numismatist. 

7.  In  Somerville,  Massachusetts,  in  the 
1950s,  this  person,  a  feature  about  whom 
appeared  in  our  Coin  Collector  last  year, 
was  a  budding  young  rare  coin  dealer.  To¬ 
day  he  is  a  famous  specialist  in  rare  auto¬ 
graphs  and,  among  other  things,  exposed 
the  Hitler  diaries  a  few  years  hack: 

a.  Horatio  N.  Rust 

b.  Kenneth  W.  Rendell 

c.  C.J.  Edgar 

d.  Reflipe  W.  Thenuz 

8.  In  the  early  20th  century, 
Harlakenden,  palatial  home  of  Winston 
Churchill,  was  known  as  “The  Summer 
White  House.”  Living  not  far  away  in 
his  own  mansion,  still  standing  today, 
was  this  person  whose  name  is  famous 
in  numismatics: 

a.  B.  Max  Mehl 

b.  Henry  Chapman,  Jr. 

c.  Francis  E.  Spinner 

d.  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens 


The  Bear  Islatul  House,  on  Luke 
Wtnnipesaukee,  none  long  gone,  uxis  a  favorite 
place  to  spend  u  summer  week  or  two  in  the 
early  20th  century.  We  hope  you  will  hear 
with  us  in  our  summer  quiz  on  this  />uge.' 

9.  If  you  kept  up  on  your  reading  in 
1999  you  would  have  known  that  at  the 
time  Lawrence  H.  Summers  was: 

a.  Sworn  in  as  Secretary  of  the  U.S. 
Treasury  Department. 

b.  Named  as  “Numismatist  of  the  Year” 

by  the  ANA. 

c.  Working  on  his  motif  featuring  a  cor¬ 

porate  stock  ticker,  a  design  eventu¬ 
ally  rejected,  for  the  Delaware  re¬ 
verse  Washington  quarter  dollar. 

d.  The  recipient  of  a  1999  Susan  B. 
Anthony  dollar  struck  in  gold,  im¬ 
mediately  “made  legal”  by  a  special 
government  edict,  permitting  him 
to  sell  it  if  he  wished.  Others  with 
such  gold  specimens  were  forced  to 
keep  them  in  hiding. 

10.  In  1861  Fort  Sumter  was  de¬ 
picted  as  the  main  motif  on  a: 

a.  $2  hill  issued  by  the  White  Moun¬ 

tain  Bank,  Lancaster,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  and  signed  by  the  rascally 
Geo.  C.  Williams. 

b.  A  medal  issued  by  young  rare  coin 
dealer  Augustus  Sage. 

c.  Civil  War  token  struck  in  Cincinnati, 

with  the  inscription  WEALTH  OF 
T1  IE  SOUTH  on  the  other  side. 

d.  Store  card  issued  by  the  Perkins  Ho¬ 

tel,  Detroit,  Michigan. 

Bonus  Question.  In  October  1795 
Rachel  Summers  earned  50  cents  per 
day  wages  in  the  position  of: 

a.  Bookkeeper  in  charge  of  paying  out 

cent-size  tokens  for  Talbot,  Allum 
&  Lee,  New  York  City. 

b.  Currency  note  numherer  for  the  New 

Hampshire  Bank  in  Portsmouth. 

c.  Planchet  weight  adjuster  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint. 

d.  Die  polisher  for  Paul  Revere,  the 

Boston  silversmith,  plate  engraver, 
and  diecutter. _ 

•a-snuog  ‘cj-Ql  ‘*'6  T 
'8  ‘4 T  ‘P'9  ‘P'b  ,R'f  'TZ  *'4' l  :SWMSUV 
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\J n ited  Stat es  Silver  dollar s  lor  S a le 


sonttxl  at  the  American  Numismatic  Society's  Coinage 
of  the  Americas  Conference.  127  pages,  illustrated. 
Cloth  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-21 1.  List  $25,  be¬ 
fore  your  discount. 

Comprehensive  Cutulog  uml  Encyclopedia  of 
Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars.  By  Leroy  C.  Van 
Allen  and  A.  George  Mallis.  A  brand  new  edition 
of  this  popular  book.  534  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BVA-710.  List  $79.95,  be¬ 
fore  your  discount. 

The  Top  100  Morgan  Dollar  Varieties:  The 
VAM  Keys.  By  Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph.D.  and  Jeff 
Oxman.  A  synopsis  of  the  top  100  most  popular 
Morgan  dollar  varieties.  Excellent  for  those  who 
wish  to  “cherrypick”  for  valuable  die  varieties.  137 
pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFE-300. 
List  $24.95,  before  your  discount.  Also  available  in 
Leatherette.  Stock  No.  BFE-301.  List  $24-95,  before 
your  discount. 

United  States  Clad  Coinage.  By  Ginger  Rapsus. 
This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  174  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-51 1.  List  $12.95, 
before  your  discount. 

Draped  Bust  Dollars 


Pleasing  1798  Heraldic  Eagle  Dollar 
1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  Bowers-Borckardt-124, 
Breen-24.  VF-20  (NGC).  Deep  grayish 
brown  toning  with  slightly  lighter  devices. 
Pleasing  surfaces  with  only  a  few  very  minor 
imperfections.  This  is  an  attractive  example 
that  is  sure  to  please .  1,575 


John  Ward’s  Update 

The  following  is  from  John  Ward 
in  response  to  this  item  in  Rare 
Coin  Review  #140,  under  title  of 
“Octothorpes ,  Tittles,  and  Twits”: 

The  symbol  on  the  “pound” 
key  (#)  is  called  an  octothorpe. 

The  only  15  letter  word  that 
can  he  spelled  without  repeating  a 
letter  is  uncopyrightable. 

John  updates  us: 

I’m  late  in  responding  to  two 
items  in  RCR  140  March- April 
2001. 

The  word  for  the  pound  sign 
does  not  have  an  “E”  at  the  end. 
See  Webster’s  10th.  It  should  he 
“octothorp.” 

Also  the  word  dermatoglyph- 
ics  is  another  15-letter  word  with 
no  repeats.  The  word  means  fin¬ 
gerprinting. 

Best  regards, 

John 


Desirable  1799/8  Silver  Dollar 
1799/8  15  Stars  Reverse.  BB-141,  B-3.  AU- 

50  (NGC).  A  wonderful  example  with  pleas¬ 
ing  lilac  and  gray  toning,  combined  with 
attractive  peripheral  iridescence.  In  our  opin¬ 
ion,  this  example  deserves  a  finer  grade  than 
that  assigned . 5,275 

Lustrous  1799/8  Silver  Dollar 
1799/8  15  Stars  Reverse.  BB-141,  B-3.  AU- 
50.  Mottled  light  gray  and  lilac  with  attrac¬ 
tive,  lustrous  surfaces.  An  outstanding 
example  with  sharp  design  elements  and  fully 
defined  obverse  and  reverse  borders.  .  3,750 
1799  BB-157,  B-5.  F-15  (ANACS).  An  at¬ 
tractive  light  gray  example  with  a  planchet 
flaw  at  3:30.  An  example  for  your  date  or 
type  collection .  1,095 

Attractive  1799  Silver  Dollar 
1798  BB-168,  B-22.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen,  deep  gray  and  steel,  lighter  on 
the  devices.  This  die  marriage  is  instantly 
recognized  hy  the  bisecting  crack  on  the  re¬ 
verse,  horizontally  from  9:00  to  3:00.  1,750 

Liberty  Seated  dollars 

1842  AU-50  (PCGS).  Uniform  light  to  me¬ 
dium  gray-gold  over  problem-free  surfaces. 
For  the  collector  who  desires  the  increasingly 
difficult  to  find  natural  looking  coins. ..  695 

Lustrous  1845  Silver  Dollar 

An  Important  Date  in  the  Series 

1845  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lovely  light  gray  surfaces 
with  considerable  satin  lustre  and  faint  pe¬ 
ripheral  gold  toning.  This  is  an  important 
issue  among  Liberty  Seated  dollars.  Just 
24,500  were  struck,  the  eighth  lowest  mint¬ 
age  of  all  No  Motto  examples . 2,950 


Mint  State  1849  Silver  Dollar 


1849  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  glorious  Mint  State 
example  of  this  scarce  date  with  slightly 
prooflike  fields  and  satiny  white  lustre.  Al¬ 
though  not  a  rarity,  this  issue  is  only  occa¬ 
sionally  found  in  Mint  State  quality. .  3,750 

Choice  Proof  1861  Silver  Dollar 
Impressive  Cameo  Contrast 
1861  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Although  not  desig¬ 


nated  as  a  Cameo  by  PCGS,  this  choice 
Proof  has  exceptional  contrast  between 
fields  and  devices.  This  example  is  mostly 
brilliant  at  the  centers,  and  possesses 
lovely  peripheral  iridescence.  A  few  mi¬ 
nor  hairlines  are  just  about  all  that  keep 
this  from  the  gem  category.  An  important 
choice  for  the  specialist,  given  the  rarity 
of  circulation  issues  from  this  early  Civil 
War  year . 4,150 


Desirable  Mint  State  1862  Dollar 


1862  MS-60  (SEGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  at¬ 
tractive  with  silvery  white  surfaces.  This  is  an 
extremely  important  opportunity  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist.  Civil  War  era  Liberty  Seated  dollars 
in  Mint  State  quality  are  few  and  far  be¬ 
tween . 2,950 


Lovely  Proof  1866  Dollar 
With  Motto  Design  Type 


1866  With  Motto.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Truly 
a  coin  for  the  connoisseur,  with  light 
cameo  contrast  and  attractive  heather 
toning.  The  type  collector  will  he  inter¬ 
ested  in  this  example,  representing  the 
first  year  of  issue  for  an  important  design 
modification .  . 2,950 

Choice  Mint  State  1870  Dollar 
1870  MS-63  (NGC).  This  is  a  surprisingly 
difficult  date  to  locate  in  choice  Mint  State 
or  finer  quality.  This  example  has  frosty 
silver  lustre  with  sharp  design  features  and 
pale  gold  toning  along  the  borders.  Collec¬ 
tors  hy  design  type  will  appreciate  the  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal,  while  date  collectors  will 
recognize  this  as  an  elusive  issue  in  choice 

quality . 1,395 
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United  States  Silver  dollars  for  Sale 


Important  1870-CC  Silver  Dollar 


1870-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  gray  surfaces 
with  splashes  of  pale  heather  toning.  This  is 
an  important  opportunity  for  the  collector  to 
acquire  a  first  year  Carson  City  Mint  coin.  Of 
all  six  denominations  struck  in  Carson  City 
this  year,  only  the  silver  dollar  is  easily  ob¬ 
tainable .  3,495 


Choice  1871  Seated  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1871  MS-64  (PCCS).  This  is  a  gorgeous  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  date  specialist  or  type  col¬ 
lector.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have 
outstanding  ivory  lustre  with  frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  Sharply  struck  with  even  most  of 
the  star  details  fully  defined.  While  con¬ 
sidered  a  common  date,  this  is  among  the 
top  quality  circulation  strike  examples 
surviving  today.  PCGS  has  only  certified 
five  examples  at  the  higher  MS-65  grade 
level . 6,945 

Mint  State  1871  Silver  Dollar 
1871  MS-63  (PCCS).  A  lovely  example  with 
dark  grayish  brown  toning  accented  by  irides¬ 
cent  splashes.  Although  considered  a  com¬ 
mon  date,  choice  examples  such  as  this  are 
seldom  encountered . 2,675 

Morgan  Silver  Dollars 

We  are  the  indisputable  world’s  leader — or 
at  least  we  think  we  are — when  it  comes  to 
buying  rare  quality  Morgan  silver  dollars. 
Read,  study,  and  critique  the  following  listing 
and  you  will  agree  that  it  is  one  of  the  finest 
selections  of  Morgan  dollars  we  have  offered 
in  recent  times. 


Check  out  our  current  selection,  then  call 
our  Rare  Coin  Gallery — the  term  tor  the  "inven¬ 
tory  department”  of  our  business — and  “talk 
coins"  with  our  friendly  specialists  at  the  other 
end  of  the  line. 

Just  a  few  days  after  you  place  your  order 
(even  quicker  if  you  desire  overnight  delivery; 
ask  about  the  details),  some  of  the  most  beautiful 
Morgan  dollars  you’ve  ever  seen  will  he  arriving 
in  your  mailbox! 

For  some  of  the  more  plentiful  dates,  we  may 
he  several  coins  “deep”  in  inventory,  while  some 
of  the  rare  dates  listed  may  be  one-of-a-kind  in 
our  stock.  Our  best  advice  is  to  order  early  to  he 
assured  of  your  selection. 

Right  now,  Morgan  dollars  are  among  the 
most  widely  collected  of  all  American  coins. 
In  fact,  among  19th  (and  early  20th)  century 
series,  they  are  the  undisputed  leader.  And,  as 
well  they  should  be!  A  basic  set  of  dates  and 
mints  comprises  slightly  fewer  than  100  coins, 
most  of  which  are  available  in  attractive  Mint 
State  grades  for  less  than  several  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  per  coin,  with  some  of  the  dates  available 
for  a  lot  less. 

A  truly  knowledgeable  numismatist  typi¬ 
cally  seeks  “a  lot  of  coin  for  the  money.” 
There  may  he  no  better  place  in  numismatics 
than  the  Morgan  dollar  series  when  it  comes 
to  value  and  quality.  For  instance,  a  complete 
collection,  including  one  of  each  date  and 
mint  of  Morgan  dollars,  is  actually  obtainable 
for  most  collectors,  the  major  “stopper”  being 
the  1895  Philadelphia  Mint  Proof-only  coin. 
If  you  modify  your  goal  to  include  one  of 
each  date  and  mint  actually  struck  for  circula - 
t ion,  you  can  readily  put  together  an 
absolutely  complete  set.  Many  collectors  pur¬ 
chase  as  many  of  the  dates  as  are  affordable  in 
Mint  State,  and  then  add  the  rarities  such  as 
the  1889-CC,  1 893 -S,  and  1895-0  issues  in 
slightly  circulated  grades.  With  so  many  op¬ 
tions  available,  is  it  any  wonder  that  Morgan 
dollars  are  so  popular? 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous  with  satiny  surfaces  and  slightly 
prooflike  obverse.  Very  faint  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing  is  visible  on  the  obverse .  319 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  at¬ 
tractive  with  brilliant  white  lustre .  1  39 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63 
(PCCS).  Fully  brilliant  and  attractive.  ..  85 
1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional  example 
with  fully  brilliant  surfaces.  The  fields  are 

satiny  with  frosty  devices .  359 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64 
(NGC).  A  lovely  example  of  this  variety 

with  brilliant  white  lustre .  359 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with  fully  bril¬ 
liant  white  lustre .  145 


1878  Strong  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64 
(PCCS).  Chi  >ice  quality  with  delightful  sil¬ 
very  white  lustre .  345 

1878  Strong  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  PI 
(PCCS).  Fully  brilliant  with  proofhke  fields 

and  light  cameo  contrast . 245 

1878  Strong  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63 
(PCCS).  A  frosty  example  with  brilliant 

white  lustre . 215 

1878  Strong  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-62.  Fully 
brilliant .  169 

1878  Strong  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-61 

(NGC).  A  brilliant  and  attractive  ex¬ 
ample .  1  39 

1878-CC  MS-65  (PCCS).  This  is  an  impressive 
gem  with  sharp  design  features  and  fully  bril¬ 
liant  satin  lustre .  1,195 

1878-CC.  MS-64  (NCC).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  frosty  lustre .  315 

1878-CC.  MS-63  (PCCS).  A  fully  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample . 205 

1878-CC  MS-63  (NCC).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 205 

1878-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  185 

1878-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  169 

1878-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  lustre . 239 

1878-S  MS-64  (PCCS).  A  brilliant  example 
with  exceptional  silver  lustre .  79 

1878- S  MS-63  DMPL  (PCCS).  An  exceptional 

example  for  the  grade  with  deeply  mirrored 
fields  and  nice  cameo  contrast .  1 39 

1879  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  elusive  issue  in  gem 

quality.  This  example  is  fully  brilliant  with 
frosty  white  lustre  and  exceptional  aesthetic 
appeal . 975 

1879  MS-64  (PCCS).  Brilliant .  135 

1879- 0  MS-64  (PCCS).  Fully  brilliant.  This  is 

a  wonderful  example  with  very  light  gold 
toning  strictly  confined  to  the  obverse  and 
reverse  rims .  395 

1879-0  MS-62  (PCCS).  A  lustrous  example.  1 29 
1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (PCCS)  bus 
trous  with  light  toning.  Nice  strike.  Very 

scarce  variety!  .  1,395 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-66  (PCGS). 
Highly  lustrous  with  light  cameo  con¬ 
trast . 235 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-66  (NCC). 
Slightly  prooflike  with  exceptional  silver 

lustre . 2 1  5 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-65  PL  (PCCS). 
A  lovely  example  with  light  cameo  con¬ 
trast .  165 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Brill iant  with  a  crescent  of  iridescent  ton- 


1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-65  (PCGS)  Bril¬ 


liant . 99 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64  PL  (NCC).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  lovely  mirrored  surfaces .  75 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 
sharp  impression  with  brilliant  lustre .  52 
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Cameo  Proof  1S80  Morgan  Dollar 


1880  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  is  an  ab¬ 
solutely  wonderful  Proof  with  bright  surfaces 
and  hints  of  very  light  toning.  Considerable 
cameo  contrast  is  visible,  especially  on  the 

obverse . 3,395 

1880  Second  8  over  7.  VAM-6.  AU-53 
(AN ACS).  An  important  opportunity  for 
the  variety  collector.  Pleasing  grayish  brown 

with  some  lustre  remaining .  199 

1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  105 

1880  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous .  59 

1880/79-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Brilliant  and  attractive . 379 

1880-CC  Third  Reverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Th  is  is  a  delightful  example  with  brilliant, 
frosty  lustre  and  attractive  gold  peripheral 

toning . 425 

1880-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  sharply 
struck  with  desirable  gold  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 315 

1880-S  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  reflective  mirrored  fields  and 

strong  cameo  contrast . 875 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  highly  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  white  lustre .  219 

1880-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Prooflike  obverse  with 
satiny  reverse  and  attractive  peripheral  iri¬ 
descence .  199 

1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1880-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1880-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

Lovely  Cameo  Proof  1881  Dollar 

1881  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  deeply  reflective  fields  and  lustrous  de¬ 
vices  creating  excellent  cameo  contrast.  This 
lovely  Proof  is  certain  to  please  the  connois¬ 
seur . 3,450 

Choice  Proof  1881  Silver  Dollar 

1 88 1  Proof-63  ( PCGS).  This  is  a  highly  attrac¬ 
tive  Proof  with  light  gold  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  The  fields  are  deeply  reflective  with  light 
cameo  contrast.  An  important  opportunity 
for  the  Morgan  dollar  enthusiast,  or  for  the 
type  collector .  1,875 


CALL  TO  ORDER 
800-222-5993 


1881  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 

1881-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  delightful  ex¬ 
ample  for  your  collection.  Fully  brilliant  and 

sharply  struck .  1,250 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

struck  with  frosty  white  lustre . 645 

1881-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  excep¬ 
tional  frosty  white  lustre . 385 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  a 
whisper  of  champagne  toning  and  a  trace  of 

lilac  along  the  reverse  border . 219 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant .  219 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous . 98 

1881-S  MS-64  PL.  Brilliant . 79 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1881-S  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
and  attractive  piece  with  light  cameo  con¬ 
trast . 69 

1881-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  appealing 
lustre . 39 


Cameo  Proof  1882  Morgan  Dollar 


1882  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  abso¬ 
lutely  wonderful  Proof  with  deeply  mir¬ 
rored  fields  and  light  cameo  contrast.  Very 
faint  champagne  toning  on  both  obverse 

and  reverse . 3,250 

1882  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  with  prominent  cameo  contrast.  279 

1882-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  with 

brilliant  and  frosty  white  lustre .  1,325 

1882-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny  sur¬ 
faces . 395 

1882-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample . 165 

1882-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  145 

1882-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
cameo  example  with  brilliant  obverse  and 

reverse .  975 

1882-O/S.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 
of  this  popular  variety  with  fully  brilliant  sil¬ 
ver  lustre . 965 

1882-O/S.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  sat¬ 
iny  lustre  and  subliminal  toning . 495 

1882-O/S.  VAM-3.  MS-60  (ANACS).  Fully 

brilliant  with  frosty  lustre .  179 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1882-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  desirable 

example  for  your  type  collection . 99 

1882-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 54 

1882-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 


1883  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  impressive  gem  with 

brilliant  lustre .  1 59 

1883-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  gem 

with  a  nearly  perfect  complexion . 695 

1883-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  This  is  an 
exceptional  example  from  the  popular 
Carson  City  Mint.  Fully  brilliant  with  desir¬ 


able  contrast . 665 

1883-CC  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Wonderful  with 

mirrored  fields  and  lustrous  devices . 425 

1883-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with 

silvery  white  lustre .  309 

1883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
from  this  western  Mint.  Fully  brilliant  with 

considerable  eye  appeal . 325 

1883-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1883-0  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
cameo  contrast . 85 


1883-S  MS-60  (NGC).  A  brilliant  example 
with  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  Very  light 
toning  is  noted  at  center  of  the  obverse.  This 

is  an  elusive  issue  in  Mint  State . 525 

1883-S  AU-58  (NGC).  A  brilliant  silver  ex¬ 
ample  with  virtually  complete  lustre.  ...  319 

1883-S  AU-53  (ANACS).  Light  silvery  gray.  195 

1883- S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  185 
1884  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  with 

brilliant,  frosty  white  lustre.  A  desirable  ex¬ 
ample  for  date  or  type  collectors . 950 

1884- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant 

and  attractive  example  with  frosty  white 
lustre . 309 

1884-CC  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
with  prooflike  fields  and  light  cameo  con¬ 
trast .  145 

1884-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1884-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  A  superb  ex¬ 
ample  with  deeply  mirrored  fields .  735 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1884-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  deeply  mirrored  fields .  129 

1884-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample . 39 


Lustrous  1884-S  Dollar 
Important  Key  Issue 

1884-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lightly  abraded  sur¬ 
faces.  At  first  glance,  this  appears  to  be 
fully  Mint  State.  Upon  closer  inspection, 
we  do  not  find  any  breaks  in  the  brilliant 
lustre.  A  “high  end”  coin  that  offers  much 

value! . 2,450 

1884-S  AU-53  (ANACS).  Light  silver  surfaces 

with  considerable  brilliant  lustre . 325 

1884-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  grade.  Brilliant  with  consider¬ 
able  lustre . 295 

1884-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  at  an 
affordable  price.  Considerable  lustre  remains 

visible . 49 

1885  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  lovely  gem  has  very 
light  ivory  lustre  and  a  crescent  of  bright  gold 
toning  at  left  obverse .  299 
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1885  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  very 

faint  champagne  on  the  reverse . 299 

1885  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  An  impressive 
gem  with  outstanding  cameo  contrast. .  629 
1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  gem  with 

brilliant  lustre .  109 

1885  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  An  exceptional 
example  with  brilliant  lustre  and  cameo  con¬ 
trast .  189 

1885  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample . 55 

1885  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  frosty  lustre .  36 

1885  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 39 

1885-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant.  An 

outstanding  example  for  the  grade . 415 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beauti¬ 
ful .  365 

1885-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant  white  lustre . 98 

1885-0  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
with  brilliant  lustre  and  light  cameo  con¬ 
trast .  79 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 36 

1 885 - S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  fully  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample . , . 219 

1886  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 

frosty  lustre .  49 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1886- 0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  silver  surfaces 

with  nearly  full  lustre .  109 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  with 

brilliant  lustre . 98 

1887  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant  lustre  and  cameo  contrast . 96 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 49 

1887- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 


1887-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  in 
a  first  generation  holder .  189 

1887-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  a 
prooflike  obverse .  1  39 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Exceptional  quality  with 

brilliant  white  lustre .  215 

1889  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1889-CC  VF-20  (AN ACS).  Deep  gray  sur¬ 
faces,  slightly  lighter  on  the  highest  points. 
This  is  a  fully  natural  appearing  example  of 
this  scarce  and  popular  issue . 675 

1889- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

frosty  white  lustre .  245 

1890- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 92 

1890- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  109 

1891- CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and 

most  attractive . 419 


Gem  1892-CC  Morgan  Dollar 
Exceptional  Quality 


1892-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous 
with  slightly  prooflike  fields  and  faint 
cameo  contrast.  Lovely  peripheral  toning  is 
at  the  upper  obverse.  This  is  a  wonderful 
gem  quality  example  from  the  popular 

western  Mint . 6,650 

1892-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 


ample  with  fully  brilliant  lustre  and  attractive 
peripheral  gold  toning .  265 

Lustrous  1892-S  Dollar 

1892- S  AU-50  (NGC).  This  is  a  lovely  ex 

ample  with  brilliant  silver  surfaces  and  ex¬ 
ceptional  lustre.  In  higher  grades,  this  issue 
ranks  among  the  key  dates  in  the  Morgan 
dollar  series .  1 ,695 

189  3  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 
ivory  lustre  and  peripheral  gold  toning.  1,395 

1893  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  with 
nearly  complete  lustre .  329 

1893  EF-40  (PCGS).  Natural  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces .  ]99 

1893- CC  VF-25.  An  important  opportunity 

tor  the  collector  who  is  searching  tor  that 
ideal  combination  of  quality  and  value. 
Pleasing  light  gray  surfaces  with  faint  am¬ 
ber  toning .  325 

1893- 0  AU-50  (ANACS).  A  delightful  ex¬ 

ample  with  lustrous  silvery  gray  surfaces.  An 
elusive  issue . 619 

1894  AU-5  3.  Exceptional  quality  for  the  grade 

with  considerable  silver  lustre .  739 

1894  VF-20.  A  lovely  example  with  pleasing 
light  gray  surfaces . 495 

1894- 0  AU-55  (NGC).  A  lustrous  example 

with  very  light  peripheral  toning .  209 

1894-0  AU-53  (ANACS).  Pleasing  quality 
with  considerable  lustre .  195 

1894- 0  AU-50.  Light  gray  with  splashes  of  lus¬ 
tre  around  the  devices .  145 

1895- 0  AU-50  (PCGS).  An  attractive  light 

gray  example . 995 

1895-0  EF-45  (ANACS).  Pleasing  light  gray 
surfaces .  369 

1895-S  VG-8.  Natural  light  gray .  189 

1896  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with 
hints  of  amber  toning .  169 


Lovely  1896-0  Silver  Dollar 


1896-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful 
example,  sharply  struck  and  with  brilliant, 
frosty  silver  lustre.  Quality  such  as  this  is  sel¬ 
dom  available.  An  important  opportunity  for 

the  advanced  collector .  7,1  50 

1896-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  important  oppor 
tunity  to  acquire  this  scarce  date.  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  taint  amber  toning .  495 

1896-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  gray  with  consul 
erable  lustre .  219 


The  Year  of  the  Teddy  Bear 


In  the  latest  issue  of  The  Numisma¬ 
tist  Ed  Rochette  reminds  us  that  in  2002 
America  celebrates  the  100th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Teddy  Bear.  This  lovable 
creature  began  when  political  cartoon¬ 
ist  Clifford  Berryman,  The  Washington 
Post,  created  a  cartoon  depicting  Presi¬ 
dent  Theodore  Roosevelt,  while  on  a 
disorganized  hunting  excursion  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi  in  1902,  “drawing  the  line”  and 
refusing  to  shixrt  a  small,  tethered  hear. 

“What  remains  in  dispute  to  this 
day  is  the  age  of  the  hear.  Over  time, 
Berryman  adopted  the  cute  character 
for  use  in  all  his  work  depicting  the 
President,  regressing  the  hear  in  both 
size  and  age.  Soon  it  became  an  en¬ 


gaging,  little  bear  cub.” 

In  the  opinion  of  the  editor,  one  of 
the  great  embarrassments  of  the  Bureau 
of  the  Mint  and  for  Congress  (which 
authorizes  such  things)  is  the  notable 
lack  of  the  portrait  of  Theodore 
(“Teddy”)  Roosevelt  on  any  meaning¬ 
ful  legal  tender  coin,  commemorative 
or  regular  (although  he  did  appear  in 
miniature  form — magnifying  glass 
needed — as  one  of  the  four  portraits  on 
the  Mount  Rushmore  commemora¬ 
tive).  If  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint  needs  to 
have  a  sales  sensation,  how  about  a  coin 
with  Teddy  Roosevelt  on  the  front  and 
a  Teddy  Bear  on  the  hack.  A  sure  seller, 
we  are  sure! 
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Mint  State  1897-0  Dollar 

1897-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 
sharp  design  features  and  brilliant,  frosty  lus¬ 
tre.  An  important  opportunity  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist.  Not  rare  as  a  date,  however,  quite 

elusive  in  Mint  State  grades .  1,650 

1897-0  MS-61  (NGC).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  scarce  date  with  fully  brilliant 

lustre .  1,150 

1897-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Medium  gray  surfaces 

with  lustrous  golden  brown  toning . 495 

1897-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  An  outstanding,  fully 
brilliant  example  w  ith  light  wear  only  on  the 

highest  points .  195 

1897-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  nearly 
complete  lustre .  195 

1897- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  ex¬ 
ceptional  eye  appeal .  135 

1898  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 
with  brilliant  and  frosty  white  lustre.  1,250 
1898  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with 

cameo  contrast . 495 

1898  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  excep¬ 
tional  eye  appeal . 219 

1898  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1898- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  gem  quality  example 

with  brilliant  lustre . 319 

1898-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  obverse 

with  mostly  brilliant  reverse . 319 

1898-0  MS-66  (NGC).  A  highly  lustrous  ex¬ 
ample . 299 

1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  excep¬ 
tional  eye  appeal .  1 19 

1898-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1898- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 

with  brilliant,  frosty  lustre . 315 

1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with 

peripheral  heather  toning . 695 

1899- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty 

white  lustre . 385 

1899-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 129 

1899- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example 

with  fully  brilliant  white  lustre.  An  elusive 
issue .  545 

1900  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 

silvery  white  lustre .  835 

1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  175 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  periph¬ 
eral  iridescence .  59 

1900- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  at¬ 
tractive .  139 

1900- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1 901  AU-58  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces .  1,395 

1901  AU-55  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 
with  considerable  lustre  and  satiny  white  sur¬ 
faces .  789 

1901- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing . 59 

Gem  Mint  State  1901-S  Dollar 

1 901  -S  MS-65  (P(  X  iS).  A  lovely  example  with 
satiny  white  and  subliminal  toning.  This  is 


an  elusive  issue  in  gem  quality,  and  is  sure  to 
delight  the  specialist .  3,650 

1902- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pleasing  quality  with 

splashes  of  very  light  toning  over  lustrous 
surfaces .  159 

Choice  Proof  1903  Morgan  Dollar 

1903  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
deeply  mirrored  fields  and  lightly  reflec¬ 
tive  devices.  Faint  hairlines  and  other 
minor  abrasions  are  visible  in  the  fields. 
This  is  a  lovely  example  for  the  type  col¬ 
lector . 2,950 

1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  ivory 
lustre  and  peripheral  iridescent  toning  on 
both  obverse  and  reverse .  219 

1903- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

silvery  white  lustre  and  exceptional  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal.  This  is  an  interesting  issue. 
While  not  rare  today,  it  was  once  consid¬ 
ered  a  prime  rarity  among  all  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars.  When  the  Treasury  released  their 
supply  of  silver  dollars  in  the  early  1960s, 
this  date  became  quite  common  almost 
overnight.  In  1962,  for  instance,  this  coin 
had  a  value  of  $1,500  in  Uncirculated 
grade.  A  few  years  later  it  was  valued  at 
just  $35!  Today,  the  coin  must  be  gem 
quality  to  match  the  value  of  four  decades 
ago . 515 

1903-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  At  first  glance  this 
brilliant  dollar  looks  at  least  two  points 
finer.  A  few  faint  scuffs  on  Liberty’s  cheek 
keep  this  in  the  lower  grade  range.  How¬ 
ever,  this  example  would  look  equally  at 
home  in  a  choice  or  gem  set  of  Morgan 
dollars . 3 19 

Mint  State  1903-S  Dollar 


1903-S  MS-62  (NGC).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  for  the  grade  with  fully  brilliant  sil¬ 
ver  lustre.  Although  a  scattering  of  surface 
marks  are  expected,  this  has  the  first  glance 
appearance  of  a  choice  Mint  State  coin.  An 

elusive  issue  in  all  grades . 4,195 

1903-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  gray  surfaces 
with  a  hint  of  prooflike  lustre.  A  few  minor 
abrasions  are  present.  This  is  a  very  scarce 

issue .  1,295 

1903-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lustrous  light  gray 
with  faint  gold  toning .  1,075 


1903- S  VF-25.  Pleasing  light  gray,  darker  around 

the  devices .  129 

1904  MS-62  (NGC)  A  whisper  of  golden  toning 
over  satiny,  lustrous  surfaces .  1 79 

1904- 0  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  A  lovely  gem  with 

bright  silver  surfaces  and  lightly  reflective 
fields . 475 

1904-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  105 

1904-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Bright  silver  surfaces 
with  virtually  complete  lustre.  Very  hard  to 

find  in  higher  grades . 695 

1904-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Lustrous  silver  surfaces 

with  light  wear  on  the  high  points . 675 

1904-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Medium  gray  surfaces 

with  splashes  of  lighter  amber  lustre . 395 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  fully  brilliant 

example  with  frosty  white  lustre .  125 

1921  Morgan.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  32 

Gem  1921-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1921-S  Morgan.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem 
example  with  frosty  white  lustre  and  sharp 
design  features.  An  outstanding  example  that 


is  sure  to  please  the  connoisseur .  1,750 

1921-S  Morgan.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with 
subliminal  ivory  lustre.  .  135 


1921- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example.  55 

Peace  Dollars 

When  our  buyers  travel  around  the  United 
States  they  keep  a  weather  eye  out  for  nice  Peace 
dollars,  seeking  to  acquire  coins  that  have  a  lot 
of  good  old-fashioned  eye  appeal.  It  could  be 
that  this  is  why  we  sell  so  many  Peace  dollars. 
Once  someone  “discovers”  us,  they  usually  finish 
their  collection  right  here! 

Right  now  we  are  a  bit  “challenged”  in  the 
series,  and  in  our  next  issue  we  hope  to  have 
more!  However,  the  coins  we  do  have  are  of 
high  quality.  We  recommend  that  you  buy  an 
“Eagle”  album  to  display  your  certified  set — and 
in  that  way  you  can  enjoy  your  coins  at  a  glance. 

1921  High  Relief.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Quite 
sharply  struck  with  satiny  ivory  lustre  and  light 

gold  toning.  A  wonderful  example .  519 

1921  High  Relief.  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant 
with  satiny  white  lustre . 299 

1921  High  Relief.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  sat¬ 

iny  obverse  with  pale  gold  toning  on  the  re¬ 
verse .  ID 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1922- D  MS-65  (NGC).  An  outstanding  gem 

with  satiny  white  lustre .  379 

1922- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant . 65 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 6b5 

1921  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  105 

1923  MS-63  (PC(  IS).  Brilliant . 

1923- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with 
frosty  lustre  and  faint  traces  of  gold.  1,050 

192 3-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  -'.it 
iny  white  lustre .  2  15 
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1923- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

192  3-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1924- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty 

lustre  and  pale  champagne  toning . 415 

1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  stunning  gem  with 
satiny  white  lustre . 665 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 

with  satiny  white  lustre .  105 

1925- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  choice  Mint  State 

example  with  brilliant  lustre .  529 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  faint 
toning.  In  an  old  style  PCGS  holder. ...  345 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 

1926- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  quality  with 

brilliant  lustre .  139 

1926-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  with  faint 
amber  toning .  79 

1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  189 

1926- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example 

with  brilliant  lustre .  79 

Gem  Mint  State  1927-D  Dollar 
Extraordinarily  Beautiful! 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1927- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  absolutely  lovely 
specimen  with  fully  brilliant  white  lustre  and 
sharp  design  features.  This  is  an  extremely 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist  to 
acquire  a  gem  quality  example  of  this  scarce 

date . 5,350 

1927-D  MS-64  (PCGS,  Humphrey  Mu¬ 
seum).  A  lovely  example  with  full  bril¬ 
liant  lustre . 61  5 

1927-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example 
which  has  the  first  glance  appearance  of  a 
gem  quality  coin . 259 

1927-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning  over 
brilliant  lustre . 269 

Important  Gem  1928  Peace  Dollar 
Lowest  Mintage  in  the  Series 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1 928  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  example  with  satiny  surfaces  and  light 
gold  toning,  slightly  deeper  on  the  reverse. 
This  issue  is  considered  the  key  date  among 
all  Peace  dollars .  3,450 

Gem  Mint  State  1928  Peace  Dollar 
1928  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lovely  gem  example 


with  fully  brilliant  silver  lustre.  An  important 
opportunity  for  the  specialist  to  acquire  a 

gem  example  of  this  date . 2,950 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny 
lustre  and  wisps  of  light  toning.  A  scarce  is¬ 
sue  and  very  popular .  359 

1928-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  ex¬ 
ceptional  aesthetic  appeal . 950 

1934  MS-64  (PCGS).  Choice  with  satiny  lus¬ 
tre  and  traces  of  iridescent  toning . 259 

1934  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  with  satiny 

white  lustre .  259 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and 
frosty .  495 

Choice  Mint  State  1934-S  Dollar 
Most  Desired  Issue  in  the  Series 

1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  key  date  issue  with 
pleasing  white  lustre  and  few  minor  imperfec¬ 


tions,  consistent  with  the  grade . 2,650 

Very  Attractive  1934-S  Dollar 

1934- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Just  a  wisp  of  golden 

toning  over  lustrous  surfaces .  1,875 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant .  155 

1935- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  speci¬ 

men  with  brilliant  lustre  and  light  cham¬ 
pagne  toning . 485 

1935-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty.  ..  309 


Eisenhower  Dollars 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1972-S  Silver.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  1  50 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1974-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  light  champagne  toning .  245 


Trade  Dollars 

1877-CC  Box  with  Photo.  EF-40.  Made  as  a 
novelty,  and  sold  in  the  19rh  century,  includ¬ 
ing  at  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition 
(Chicago, 1893) .  595 

1877-S  Box  with  Two  Photos.  VF-35.  Lovely 
nostalgic  numismatic  souvenir . 679 

1877- S  VF-30.  Pleasing  light  gray  surfaces  with 

only  a  fewf  minor  abrasions .  149 

Lustrous  1878-S  Trade  Dollar 

1878- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
highly  lustrous  w'ith  attractive  light  gold  and 
iridescent  toning.  This  is  the  final  year  of  is¬ 
sue  for  circulation  strike  trade  dollars,  with 


the  remaining  issues  through  1885  only  pro¬ 
duced  in  Proof  format . 2,995 

1878-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example  with 
light  gray  surfaces  and  wisps  of  gold .  309 


Much  Pleasure,  Inexpensively 


Karl  Moulton,  a  frequent  contribu¬ 
tor  to  our  periodicals,  was  the  author 
of  a  feature,  “Sitting  on  the  Shelf,” 
appearing  in  a  recent  issue  of  The  Asy¬ 
lum.  This  study  concluded  with  his 
view  of  a  lot  of  pleasure  of  a  relatively 
small  amount  of  money: 

1  have  formed  a  rather  large  library  of 
U.S.  auction  catalogues  from  the  1850s 
to  present.  Naturally,  there  are  numerous 
other  reference  books,  periodicals,  price 
lists,  and  historical  publications  included 
in  my  holdings.  What  really  surprises  me 
is  that  I’ve  had  a  greater  challenge  and 

more  enjoyment 
from  this  hobby  in 
building  my  refer- 
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ence  library  than  1  ever  had  as  a  coin  col¬ 
lector  or  dealer.  There  is  great  satisfac¬ 
tion  in  knowing  that  other  numismatic 
scholars  and  researchers  share  a  similar 
passion  for  knowledge  and  spend  many 
hours  reading  about  things  of  the  past. 

Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  fact  is 
this:  I’ve  collected  a  good  number  of  truly 
rare  literature  items  for  much  less  money 
than  was  ever  spent  in  chasing  “coins-by- 
the-numbers.” 

But,  here’s  the  best  part  of  all:  when 
a  particular  numismatic  item  of  interest 
appears  (in  my  case  it’s  early  U.S.  quar¬ 
ters),  I  can  calmly  walk  over  to  one  of 
my  many  bookcases,  take  out  and  read 
the  various  publications  to  research 
nearly  all  the  information  1  need  to  de¬ 
termine  a  realistic  value.  It  is  easy  to  ar¬ 
rive  at  a  possible  purchase  price  when  it 
is  based  on  facts  such  as  market  avail¬ 
ability,  proper  attribution  of  variety,  rar¬ 
ity  scales  in  different  grades,  condition 
census,  frequency  of  appearance,  pedi¬ 
grees,  number  extant,  and  much,  much 
more.  All  of  this  is  possible  only  because 
the  necessary  literature  needed  to  be¬ 
come  a  true  numismatist  is  already  sit¬ 
ting  on  the  shelf! 
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by  Stephen  Seitz 


SAINT' 

Gaudens 


Artists  Historic  Home  and  Works  are  Hidden  Jewels 


ornish 

Tucked  away  in  the  hills  of 
Cornish,  shielded  from  the 
21st  century,  is  the  only  U.S.  National 
Historic  Site  dedicated  to  an  artist — 
Augustus  Saint'Gaudens,  America’s 
foremost  sculptor. 

Saint'Gaudens  was  internationally 
renowned  in  the  late  1 9th  and  early  20th 
centuries;  he  crafted  the  “Standing  Lin¬ 
coln”  statue  for  Chicago’s  Lincoln  Park, 
the  statue  of  Civil  War  hero  Adm.  David 
Farragut,  which  stands  in  New  York,  and 
the  “Liberty”  figure  that  was  used  on 
American  $20  gold  coins  for  years  and  is 
used  still  on  gold  bullion  coins. 

Aspet,  as  the  Cornish  home  was 
called,  was  first  Saint'Gaudens’  summer 
home  and  then  his  permanent  residence 
for  more  than  20  years. 

“I’ve  really  learned  to  appreciate  re¬ 
lief  sculpture  since  I  came  here,”  said 
Gregory  Schwartz,  the  park’s  chief  his¬ 
torical  interpreter  and  administrator. 
“It’s  hard  to  do  well,  and  it’s  not  taught 
in  school.  The  whole  perspective  has  to 
be  in  the  shadows.  The  downside  for  me 
is,  when  I  see  reliefs  and  plaques  now, 
they’re  terrible.” 

Getting  Started 

Saint'Gaudens  was  born  in  Dublin, 
Ireland,  in  1848,  the  son  of  a  French 
cobbler  and  his  Irish  wife.  They  emi¬ 
grated  to  New  York  when  Saint- 
Gaudens  was  six  months  old.  At  1 3,  he 
decided  his  career  would  be  art,  and  he 
was  apprenticed  to  a  cameo  cutter, 
where  he  learned  much  of  his  relief 
technique.  He  also  attended  classes  at 
the  New  York  Cooper’s  Union  and  the 
National  Academy  of  Design. 

Six  years  later,  Saint-Gaudens  re¬ 


turned  to  Europe,  studying  in  Paris  and 
Rome  and  working  on  his  first  commis¬ 
sions.  He  also  met  Augusta  Homer,  an 
artist  and  relative  of  American  painter 
Winslow  Homer.  They  married,  and  to 
avoid  confusion,  they  called  each  other 
“Gus”  and  “Gussie.”  They  had  one 
child,  a  son  named  Homer. 

Saint-Gaudens’  hig  break  came  in 
1876,  when  he  received  a  commission 
to  create  a  statue  of  Adm.  David 
Farragut,  known  for  his  cry,  “Damn 
the  torpedoes!  Full  speed  ahead!”  in 
the  battle  to  capture  New  Orleans. 
Working  with  his  friend,  architect 
Stanford  White,  the  work  took  five 
years  and  was  unveiled  in  New  York 
to  tremendous  acclaim;  no  one  had 


Saint-Qauden  working  in  his  studio. 

(Photo:  Department  of  Manuscripts  and  University 
Archives,  Cornell  University]  Bottom:  Aspet. 


seen  such  realism  in  this  kind  of 
sculpture  before. 

Fame  and  commissions  followed,  as 
did  teaching  and  tutoring. 

“A  Beautiful  Spot” 

Saint-Gaudens  first  came  to  Cornish 
in  1885,  looking  for  a  summer  home. 
The  house,  a  dilapidated,  failed  inn  and 
brothel,  came  with  an  old  hay  barn.  - 
Saint-Gaudens  adapted  the  house  to 
suit  his  purposes,  and  the  barn  became 
known  as  the  Large  Studio.  (It  later 
burned  to  the  ground.)  Saint-Gaudens 
purchased  the  property  in  1892. 

“It’s  a  beautiful  spot,”  Schwartz  said. 
“It’s  one  of  the  prettiest  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  one  of  the  prettiest  Park  Service 
spots  in  the  Northeast.” 

The  site  comprises  several  buildings, 
including  Aspet  and  other  buildings  for 
exhibition  and  display.  There  are  two 
recreational  trails.  One  begins  at  the 
Ravine  Studio,  where  sculptor  in 
residence  Helene  Massey- 
Hemmans  works.  It  dips  into  a  ra¬ 
vine  and  comes  out  at  a  stone 
monument  called  the  Temple, 
which  contains  the  ashes  of  Saint- 
Gaudens,  Augusta,  and  Homer. 
The  other  route,  called  the  “Blow- 
Me-Down  Trail,”  is  a  two-mile  sce¬ 
nic  pathway  that  meanders 
through  80  acres  of  pine  forest. 

But  it  is  the  sculpture  that  most 
holds  the  attention.  While  the  originals 
are  still  on  display,  models  and  casts  have 
been  made  for  the  museums  at  the  site. 

Saint-Gaudens  believed  in  detail. 
For  “Standing  Lincoln”  he  used  life 
casts  of  Lincoln’s  face  and  hands,  a 
model  who  resided  in  Cornish  and 
shared  Lincoln’s  height  and  build,  and 
his  own  memories,  at  the  age  of  17,  of 
passing  by  Lincoln’s  coffin  as  he  lay  in 
state  after  his  assassination  in  1865.  The 
sculpture  was  created  in  Cornish. 

To  create  the  Sherman  Monument  in 
New  York’s  Central  Park,  Saint-Gaudens 
had  Gen.  William  Tecumseh  Sherman 
sit  18  times  before  he  was  satisfied. 

“Saint-Gaudens  once  said,  ‘For  each 
piece,  I  have  17  statues,”’  according  to 
Schwartz. 
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S  aint-Gaudens 


One  of  the  most  striking  pieces  is 
that  of  a  grieving  angel,  commissioned 
by  the  historian  Henry  Adams  in  1887 
to  mark  the  tomb  of  his  wife,  Marian. 
Today,  it  is  in  Rock  Creek  Cemetery, 
just  inside  the  Maryland  horder  in  the 
Washington,  D.C.,  area.  Although  it 
was  never  formally  named,  Adams,  and 
most  in  the  Washington  area,  referred 
to  it  as  “Grief.” 

Saint-Gaudens’  greatest  achievement 
in  sculpture  is  considered  by  many  to  be 
the  Shaw  Memorial,  unveiled  in  Boston  in 
1897.  It  depicts  Union  Col.  Robert  Gould 
Shaw  and  the  Massachusetts  54th  volun¬ 
teer  regiment,  which  was 
made  up  of  black  vol¬ 
unteer  soldiers  and 
whose  exploits 
were  dramatized 
in  the  1989 
Oscar-win- 
ning  film 
“Glory.”  A 
combination 
of  relief  and 
sculpture,  it  was 
referred  to  by 
Saint-Gaudens  as 
“a  symphony  in 
bronze.”  It  took  14 
years  to  complete  the  sculpture. 

The  Cornish  Colony 

Once  Saint-Gaudens  established 
himself  in  Cornish,  friends  and  fel¬ 
low  artists  followed:  Saint- 
Gaudens’  brother  Louis,  also  a 
sculptor;  painters  Maxfield 
Parish,  Kenyon  Cox,  Lucia 
Diana  Fuller,  Thomas  Dewing  and 

George  deForest  Brush;  sculp¬ 
tors  Paul  Manship  and  Herbert  Adams; 
and  American  novelist  Winston 
Churchill.  These,  collectively,  were 
known  as  the  Cornish  Colony. 

Diagnosed  with  colon  cancer  in 
1900,  Saint-Gaudens  decided  to  make 
Cornish  his  permanent  home.  Despite 
his  ailment,  he  kept  working  until  his 
death,  in  1907. 

Augusta  and  Homer  continued  to 
use  Cornish  as  a  summer  residence  until 
1919,  at  which  time  they  founded  the 


Saint-Gaudens  Memorial,  a  society 
dedicated  to  preserving  the  property  as 
a  historic  site.  The  organization  do¬ 
nated  the  property  to  the  National  Park 
Service  in  1965. 

“We’re  one  of  the  luckiest  sites,” 
Schwartz  said.  “This  was  always  in¬ 
tended  to  be  a  memorial.  It  was  never  a 
bed  and  breakfast;  it  has  all  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  furnishings  and  the  art,  which 
means  we  didn’t  have  to  do  a  lot  of  re¬ 
construction.  That  does  make  a  differ¬ 
ence.  On  one  tour,  for  instance,  a  stu¬ 
dent  raised  his  hand  in  wonder  and  said, 
‘You  mean  Saint-Gaudens  really  lived 
here?’  People  are  so  used  to  recreations 
that  the  real  thing  sometimes  comes  as 
a  surprise.” 


Open  to  Public 

The  New  Hampshire  site  is  between 
West  Lebanon  and  Claremont  on 
Route  12 A,  two  miles  from  Windsor, 
Vermont.  In  order  to  maintain  authen¬ 
ticity,  there  are  no  public  telephones, 
food  services  or  camping  facilities.  Pic¬ 
nic  tables  are  available,  however.  The 
site  is  open  from  late  May  through  late 
October.  Buildings  are  open  from  9  a.m. 
to  4:30  p.m.,  and  the  grounds  are  open 
until  dusk.  A  $4  admission  is  charged 
for  those  older  than  16,  though  Na¬ 
tional  Park,  Golden  Age,  Golden  Eagle 
and  Golden  Access  passes  are  honored. 

Schwartz  advises  against  bringing 
large  vehicles,  as  the  parking  lot  is 
rather  small.  “It’s  not  a  good  place  for 
trailers  or  RVs,”  he  said.  “It’s  not  an  easy 
turnaround.” 

For  more  information,  call  the  site  at 
603-675-2175,  or  visit  www.sgnhs.org 
on  the  web. 

As  part  of  its  educational  mission, 
the  Saint-Gaudens  National  Historic 
Site  hosts  an  artist  in  residence  every 
year.  Helene  Massey-Hemmans,  based 
in  Orange,  N.J.,  was  there  for  her  fourth 
summer  when  this  article  was  written. 

“It’s  a  competitive  position,  and  they 
choose  one  person  per  season,”  she  said. 
“They  like  me  here;  I  like  to  talk  with 
the  visitors.  We  share  ideas  about  life, 
which  is  art,  right?” 


Close  up  of  Shau>  Memorial 

Massey-Hemmans  also  kept  going 
back  because  of  the  setting. 

“It’s  so  serene  and  peaceful  here,” 
she  said.  “It’s  almost  as  if  his  spirit  still 
lingers.” 

Massey-Hemmans  has  been  a  sculp¬ 
tor  for  more  than  25  years.  She  works 
with  clay  and  bronze  and  creates  stat¬ 
ues,  medals  and  headstones,  among 
other  things.  She  creates  it  all  without 
the  use  of  models,  though  she  has  done 
portraits.  Among  her  portrait  work  is  a 
medal  honoring  Salmon  P.  Chase,  Cor¬ 
nish  native,  secretary  of  the  Treasury 
under  Abraham  Lincoln  and  later 
chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
She  has  done  sculptures  of  Toni 
Morrison,  Mother  Theresa  and  Vir¬ 
ginia  Woolf. 

“After  30  years,  I  know  anatomy  like 
the  back  of  my  hand,”  she  said.  “1  don’t 
need  to  use  models.  People  come  in  and 
tell  stories,  and  I  remember  the  expres¬ 
sions  on  their  faces.  It’s  all  connected  by 
the  human  story.  That’s  my  motivating 
force;  I  want  to  tell  a  story.” 

Massey-Hemmans  worked  in  the  Ra¬ 
vine  Studio  and  answered  any  questions 
visitors  had.  To  learn  more  about  Massey- 
Hemmans  and  see  some  examples  of  her 
work,  go  to  www.geocities.com/Sollo/ 

Cafe/8059. 

The  Manchester  Union  Leader,  July  6, 
2001 .  Reprinted  with  permission 
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United  States 
Gold  Coins 


Gold!  Perhaps  no  other  item  on  earth  has  ever 
excited  or  enticed  people  and  collectors  alike 
more  than  that  bright  yellow  ore.  Right  now,  gold 
coins  are  hot!  Market  conditions  are  equally  hot, 
and  we’ve  seen  more  fast-paced  action  in  scarce 
and  rare  (key  words)  gold  coins  in  recent  times 
than  at  any  other  period  in  the  past  decade.  This 
is  due  in  large  part  to  the  relatively  low  market 
prices  for  popular  issues — such  as  later  date  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  and  many  of  the  Saint-Gaudens  issues. 

Our  1999-2000  sales  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr. 
Collection,  parts  I  through  IV  (with  sales  II 
through  IV  emphasizing  federal  gold),  set  many 
records  and  made  headline  news  throughout  the 
coin  hobby,  and  our  other  gold  offerings  have 
likewise  drawn  much  attention.  The  new  Harry 
W.  Bass.  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge  hook,  highly  ac¬ 
claimed,  belongs  in  your  library,  and  we  invite 
your  order — secure  in  the  knowledge  that  you 
will  enjoy  your  copy  immensely  and  use  it  often. 

This  present  Rare  Coin  Review  listing  con¬ 
tains  a  great  selection  of  gold  issues  from  dollars 
to  double  eagles.  Each  coin  has  measured  up  to 
our  exacting  standards,  and  each  was  carefully 
selected  to  offer  an  unbeatable  combination  of 
excellent  aesthetic  appeal  for  the  grade,  plus 
good  value  for  the  price  we  ask. 

Buy  an  “Eagle”  album  to  display  your  certi¬ 
fied  gold  coins — and  in  that  way  you  can  enjoy 
your  numismatic  treasures  at  a  glance.  Try  one 
album,  and  before  you  know  it,  you’ll  want  al¬ 
bums  for  all  of  your  coins! 

Gold  coinage  references: 

The  Harry  Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge.  Brings  to 
you  study  and  research  of  U.S.  gold  coins,  with  empha¬ 
sis  on  die  varieties  and  issues  from  1795  through  1834, 
plus  gold  dollars,  later  issues  hy  design  types,  with  special 
paragraphs,  and  even  an  entire  section  on  key  issues. 
Also  included  is  a  vast  amount  of  information  concern¬ 
ing  U.S.  $3  pieces,  pattern  coins  and  certain  paper 
money  500  pages,  illustrated  in  full  color.  Hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-148.  List  $89,  before  your  discount. 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  The  master  source,  the  fountain- 
head  of  information  gathered  over  a  long  period  of  years 
hy  i  >ne  i  if  America's  most  highly  acclaimed  numismatic 
researchers.  Copies  of  this  reference  may  he  found  on 
every  numismatist's  desk  here  in  our  offices.  An  indis- 
pen  able  work.  754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BBR-764  last  $1 35,  before  your  discount. 


The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan.  By  Q. 

David  Bowers.  Chronicles  of  this  ill-fated  vessel,  its  loss 
and  recovery,  plus  stories  of  the  Gold  Rush  in  San 
Francisco  and  a  history  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  416 
pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-406. 
List  $69.95,  before  your  discount. 

America’s  Qold  Coinage.  Edited  hy  William  E. 
Metcalf.  Articles  from  the  ANS  Coinage  of  the 
America’s  Conference.  132  pages,  illustrated.  Cloth 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-212.  List  $15,  before 
your  discount. 

United  States  Qold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History. 

By  Q.  David  Bowers.  The  definitive  work  on  American 
gold  coins.  When  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  James 
Baker  wanted  to  know  about  gold  coins,  he  consulted 
this  hook.  Award  winner.  415  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-135.  List  $57.95,  before 
your  discount. 

Qold  Coins  of  the  Charlotte  Mint.  By  Douglas  Win¬ 
ter.  A  new  edition  based  on  research  Doug  Winter  has 
done  since  the  first  edition  was  published.  Mintage,  rar¬ 
ity  ratings,  strike  information,  surfaces,  lustre,  die 
varieties  and  more.  220  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BW1-819.  List  $35,  before  your  discount. 

The  Neighborhood  Mint:  Dahlonega  in  the  Age 
of  Jackson.  By  Sylvia  Gailey  Head  and  Elizabeth  W. 
Etheridge.  A  classic  in  the  field  of  gold  coin  re¬ 
search,  this  volume  has  just  been  reprinted  with  the 
addition  of  new  plates  and  photographs.  206  pages, 
illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BHE-700.  List 
$30,  before  your  discount. 

Qold  Coins  of  the  Dahlonega  Mint.  By  Douglas 
Winter.  Focuses  on  gold  coins  struck  at  the 
Dahlonega  Mint,  including  availability  and  commen¬ 
tary  related  to  striking  and  die  characteristics.  250 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-818. 
List  $25,  before  your  discount. 

United  States  Ten  Dollar  Qold  Eagles  1795- 
1804.  By  Anthony  J.  Taraszka.  The  first  systematic 
compilation  of  photographs  and  detailed  descriptions 
of  the  known  eagle  die  marriages.  84  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BTA-900.  List  $69.95,  before 
your  discount. 

Handbook  of  20th-Century  United  States  Qold 
Coins.  By  David  Akers.  Much  worthwhile  information 
about  Saint-Gaudens  and  Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $10,  and  $20 
gold  coins.  184  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BAK-749.  List  $19.95,  before  your  discount. 

Augustus  Saint -Qaudens  1848-1 907:  A  Master 
of  American  Sculpture.  By  Musee  des  Augustins.  This 
hook  illustrates  the  work  of  Saint-Gaudens,  his  home, 
and  more  including  specimens  in  the  museum  of  the 
ANS.  215  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BSG-601 .  List  $69.95,  before  your  discount. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSG-600.  List  $49.95,  before 
your  discount. 


Gold  Dollars 

We  offer  a  selection  of  truly  beautiful  and 
rare  gold  dollars  with  several  highly  important 
rarities.  If  you  are  seeking  coins  of  special  qual¬ 
ity,  please  look  carefully! 

As  is  always  the  case,  our  inventory  holdings 
are  dynamic.  We  are  constantly  buying  indi¬ 
vidual  rare  coins,  collections,  and  other 
properties.  So,  if  you  don’t  see  it,  ask  us  to  put  it 
on  a  “want  list”  for  you!  If  we  are  able  to  find  one 
and  quote  it  to  you,  there  is  absolutely  no  obli¬ 
gation  to  buy — just  the  opportunity  if  you  desire! 
What  could  be  more  ideal? 

Beautiful  1851-C  Gold  Dollar 

185  1-C  AU-53  (PCGS).  Warm  yellow-orange 
gold.  Attractive .  1,595 

Important  1855  Gold  Dollar 


1855  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example  of 
this  important  type  with  lustrous  light  yellow 
gold  surfaces  and  pale  olive  iridescence.  A 
few  very  minor  blemishes  are  expected  at  this 
grade  level.  This  is  an  extremely  sharp  ex¬ 
ample  with  all  obverse  and  reverse  design 
elements  fully  defined.  Struck  from  very 
lightly  clashed  dies.  This  is  a  very  short  lived 
denomination,  produced  only  from  1854  to 
1856,  and  in  small  quantities.  Mint  State 

examples  are  always  in  demand . 6,750 

1855  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  of  the 
short-lived  design  type.  Lustrous  light  yel¬ 
low  gold  surfaces  display  a  hint  of  green. 
Very  light  clash  marks  are  present  on  both 
sides .  1,125 

Mint  State  1860-S  Gold  Dollar 


1860-S  MS-62  (NGG).  This  lovely  example 
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has  reflective  light  yellow  gold  lustre  with 
traces  of  green  and  rose  toning.  One  of  just 
seven  San  Francisco  Mint  gold  dollar  issues 
ever  produced.  As  a  group,  these  western 
mint  gold  dollars  are  quite  scarce,  with  a 
total  combined  mintage  of  just  90,232 
coins . 3,950 

Superb  Gem  1864  Gold  Dollar 
Rare  Civil  War  Era  Issue 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1864  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  absolutely  won¬ 
derful  gem  example  in  bright  yellow  gold. 
All  design  features  are  extremely  sharp. 
The  fields  are  satiny  and  slightly  prooflike 
in  nature  with  frosty  devices.  The  result¬ 
ant  cameo  appearance  will  certainly 
please  the  connoisseur.  Just  5,900  ex¬ 
amples  were  coined,  and  we  cannot  imag¬ 
ine  any  survivors  with  a  higher  degree  of 
aesthetic  appeal . 14,500 

Mint  State  1870-S  Gold  Dollar 
1870-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  extremely  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  This 
lovely  example  has  reflective,  prooflike 
fields  with  light  cameo  contrast.  A  few  in¬ 
significant  blemishes  are  noted.  From  a 
very  low  mintage  of  just  3,000  coins,  this  is 
the  only  branch  mint  gold  dollar  struck 
after  1861  and  represents  a  miniature  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  unique  1870-S  three-dollar 
coin . 5,595 

Superb  Gem  1883  Gold  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1883  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  stunning  gem  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  important  issue  with  highly 
lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  attrac¬ 
tive  light  orange  toning.  Just  10,800  cir¬ 
culation  strikes  were  minted,  and  while 
most  survivors  are  in  higher  grade,  few 
can  match  the  quality  and  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal  of  this  gem . 4,695 

Proof  1885  Gold  Dollar 


1885  Proof-62  (PCGS).  This  delightful 
cameo  Proof  has  reflective  deep  orange  lus¬ 
tre  with  faint  green  and  lilac  toning.  A 
wonderful  representative  of  Proof  gold 
coinage;  an  excellent  combination  of  qual¬ 
ity  and  price . 3,950 


Quarter  Eagles 
($2.50  Gold) 

Our  quarter  eagle  listing  emphasizes  Liberty 

Head  and  Indian  issues.  Our  usual  selection  of 

“types”  and  rarities  can  be  found  as  well. 

1834  Classic.  AU-50  (NGC).  A  pleasant  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  first  year  of  issue  for  this  design 
type.  Considerable  yellow  gold  lustre  remains 
with  hints  of  green .  739 

Lustrous  1836  Quarter  Eagle 
Head  of  1835 

1836  Head  of  1835,  Script  8.  Breen-6143.  AU- 

58  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  example  for  the 
grade  with  virtually  complete  lustre  and  vi¬ 
brant  yellow  gold  surfaces.  You  will  be  pleased 
with  the  quality  of  this  example .  1,750 

Important  1846-0  Quarter  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1846-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful 
example  with  bright  yellow  gold  lustre  and 
exceptional  surface  quality.  Only  a  few  faint 
hairlines  are  noted.  A  depression  in  Liberty’s 
cheek  appears  to  be  as  struck.  An  important 
opportunity  for  the  specialist.  PCGS  has  only 
grade  nine  finer  examples  from  MS-60  to 
MS-64 .  3,375 

Desirable  1847  Quarter  Eagle 

1847  AU-55  (NGC).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 

ample  for  the  grade  with  sharp  design  ele¬ 
ments  and  nearly  complete  lustre.  Satiny 
in  appearance  with  slightly  prooflike  fields. 
Pale  orange  toning  is  primarily  limited  to 
the  reverse . 1 ,495 

Pleasing  1848  Quarter  Eagle 

1848  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example 

with  considerable  greenish  gold  lustre. 
This  is  a  very  popular  date  among  collec¬ 
tors,  being  related  to  the  famous  1848 
CAL  quarter  eagle.  Just  7,497  were 
minted . 2,395 

1850  AU-58  (NGC).  Sharp  with  lustrous  light 

yellow  gold  surfaces.  A  few  minor  hairlines 
and  other  imperfections  are  present .  739 

1851  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Very  sharply  struck.  A  great  coin! .  795 

Choice  Mint  State  1853  Quarter  Eagle 

1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful  ex¬ 
ample  with  lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces 
and  sharp  design  features.  Although  con¬ 
sidered  by  some  to  be  a  “common  date,” 
this  is  hardly  plentiful  when  compared  to 
later  dates  of  this  design  type.  An  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  date  or  type  col¬ 
lector .  1,795 


Important  High-Grade  1855-D  $2.50 
Set  Registry™  Qualitv 


1855-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  For  the  specialist  in 
southeastern  Mint  gold  coinage,  this  represents 
an  extremely  important  opportunity.  Deep  or 
ange-gold  with  minor  blemishes.  Natural 
planchet  lamination  is  present  at  upper  obverse, 
with  light  blue  toning  in  this  area.  Just  1,123 
examples  were  minted,  one  of  the  lowest 
Dahlonega  Mint  productions  among  all  quarter 
eagles.  In  fact,  the  mintage  is  second  only  to 

1856-D.  Walter  Breen  noted  that  this  issue  is  ni  >t 
verified  in  Mint  State,  and  although  three  MS- 
60  examples  appear  on  the  PCXES  Population 
Report,  we  doubt  that  these  represent  more  than 
one  coin.  Author  Douglas  Winter  noted  that 
this  date  is  unknown  in  Mint  State  with  just  five 

or  six  AU  grade  coins  surviving . 3 1 ,750 

1857-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow  gold 
with  extremely  sharp  design  features.  A  first 
glance  suggests  this  example  is  undergraded, 
with  only  a  few  minor  hairlines  keeping  this 
from  the  higher  AU  grade  level.  Despite  a 
moderate  mintage  of  69,200  coins,  this  issue  is 
quite  elusive  in  high  grade.  In  fact,  PCGS  has 
only  graded  five  examples  MS-60  or  finer.  589 


Finest  Quality  1862/1  Quarter  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1862/1  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  stmck  with  rich, 
frosty  orange-gold  lustre.  Every  detail  is  needle 
sharp  with  the  overdate  features  boldly  visible. 
A  lovely  coin  and  an  extremely  important  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  specialist.  Tins  is  tied  with  one 
other  example  for  finest  certified  by  PCGS,  and 
may  be  one  of  the  single  finest  known  examples 
identified  today.  The  exact  number  known  to¬ 
day  has  not  been  precisely  determined,  how¬ 
ever,  we  believe  that  only  a  couple  dozen  exist. 
Tins  overdate  variety  was  discovered  by  Aubrey 
Bebee  in  1962.  Walter  Breen  suggested  that 
only  about  12  examples  were  known  when  he 
published  his  Complete  Encyclopedia. ...  14,750 


Mint  State  1871  Quarter  Eagle 


1871  MS-61  (PCGS).  Tins  is  a  vcn  Mint  iv 
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sue  from  a  mintage  of  just  5,300  circulation 
strikes.  Sharply  struck  with  frosty  yellow  gold 
lustre  and  hints  of  pale  orange  toning.  In  all 
grades,  PCGS  has  certified  only  20  Mint 

State  examples  of  this  date .  2,650 

1874  AU-50  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  with 
considerable  lustre.  A  few  minor  hairlines 
suggest  this  example  has  been  lightly 
cleaned.  An  elusive  issue  from  a  mintage  of 

just  3,920  circulation  strikes . 695 

1875-S  AU-53  (NGC).  Pleasing  greenish  yellow 
gold  lustre  with  traces  of  orange  toning. 
Slightly  prooflike  surfaces.  This  is  a  highly 
desirable  issue  from  a  mintage  of  1 1 ,600  coins, 
and  very  much  in  demand  due  to  the  rarity  of 
its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart .  895 

Mint  State  1876  Quarter  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1876  MS-61  (PCGS).  An  important  opportunity 
for  the  quarter  eagle  specialist.  This  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  has  bright  yellow  gold  lustre  with  out¬ 
standing  aesthetic  appeal.  Just  4, 1 70  circulation 
strikes  were  coined,  and  from  this  total  PCGS 
has  only  graded  seven  as  MS-60  or  finer.  4,350 
1878-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality 
with  lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces .  365 

Mint  State  1881  Quarter  Eagle  Rarity 


1881  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharply  stmck  with  slightly 
reflective  yellow  gold  lustre.  A  few  very  minor 
abrasions  are  consistent  with  the  grade.  We 
cannot  overemphasize  the  importance  of  this 
offering,  with  the  present  example  ranking 
among  the  very  finest  survivors  from  an  origi¬ 
nal  mintage  of  just  640  circulation  strikes.  W  ith 
another  5 1  Proofs  recorded,  the  total  mintage 
of  this  issue  remains  at  less  than  700  coins. 
Considering  both  PCGS  and  NGC  combined, 
just  20  Mint  States  examples  of  this  issue  have 
been  certified  in  all  Mint  State  grades.  Of  this 
total,  just  six  examples  have  been  graded  MS- 
62  with  only  two  finer  coins . 16,875 

1884  AU-58  (NGC).  A  scarce  issue  from  a 

mintage  of  just  1,950  examples.  This  lovely 
coin  has  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre  with  sharp 
design  features.  A  wonderful  choice  for  your 
date  or  type  collection . 995 

Important  1885  Quarter  Eagle  Rarity 
Just  800  Minted 

1885  AU-55  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  very 
light  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  reflective  lus¬ 
tre.  This  is  an  extremely  important  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  specialist.  This  issue  has  the 
fourth  lowest  circulation  strike  mintage  of 
any  Liberty  quarter  eagles.  A  mere  800  ex¬ 
amples  were  minted.  (Vily  1854-S,  1875,  and 


1881  have  lower  mintages,  with  the  first  two 
being  considered  prime  rarities  today.  2,950 
1886  AU-58  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 
lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces.  An  ideal  com¬ 
bination  of  quality  and  price .  725 

1888  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  pinkish  gold  lustre 
with  soft  frosty  surfaces.  A  pleasing  example 
from  a  mintage  of  just  over  16,000  coins.  525 

Gem  1900  Quarter  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1900  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  absolutely  incredible 
gem  with  sharp  design  elements  and  outstand¬ 
ing  yellow  gold  lustre.  This  issue  has  the  sec¬ 
ond  lowest  mintage  of  any  regular  issue  quarter 
eagle  from  1900  to  1929.  The  only  lower 
mintage  issue  is  the  1911  -D  rarity .  2,850 

Choice  Proof  1902  Quarter  Eagle 


1902  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  choice  Proof 
with  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  Deeply  mir¬ 
rored  fields  with  light  green  surfaces  and  lighter 
yellow  on  the  lightly  frosted  devices.  Housed  in 
a  first  generation  PCGS  holder . 9,500 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 
with  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre  and  splashes  of 
pale  blue  toning .  1,395 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 469 

Choice  Mint  State  191 1  $2.50 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  grade.  Deep  orange-gold  with 
satiny  lustre.  Only  a  few  dozen  finer  MS-65 
examples  have  been  certified  by  PCGS.  1,925 

1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  choice  example  is 
sharply  struck  with  pleasing  yellow  gold  lus¬ 
tre . 1,195 

1911  MS-63  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with 

frosty  yellow  gold  surfaces .  1,075 

Choice  Mint  State  1912  $2.50 

1912  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 

with  frosty  light  yellow  gold  and  sharp  design 
features.  We  are  certain  you  will  be  delighted 
with  this  lovely  quarter  eagle .  1,695 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  yellow  gold  lustre 
with  splashes  of  orange  toning.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  exceptional  eye  appeal. ...  1,275 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,275 

Lustrous  1914  Quarter  Eagle 


1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  honey  gold.  A 


readily  available  date  that  becomes  quite  elu¬ 
sive  in  choice  Mint  State.  In  fact,  the  1 914  is 
second  only  to  the  1911  -D  in  rarity!  It  is  inter¬ 
esting  to  note  that  the  total  PCGS  popula¬ 
tion  in  all  grades  is  lower  for  this  issue  than 
for  any  other  in  the  series.  A  find  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist  and  connoisseur .  3,795 

1914  EF-45  (PCGS).  Pleasing  light  yellow 

gold.  An  affordable  example  of  this  scarce 
issue . 239 

Lovely  1914-D  Quarter  Eagle 
1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen 
with  sharp  design  features  and  deep  yellow 
gold  lustre .  1,695 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Soft  and  satiny  yellow  gold 

lustre  with  hints  of  pinkish  toning . 1,275 

1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  469 

Sensational  1926  Quarter  Eagle 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  frosty  gem  has  fully 

brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre  and  exceptional 
aesthetic  appeal . 3,675 

Gem  Quality  1927  Quarter  Eagle 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre.  .  3,295 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  superb  example  with 

slightly  reflective  yellow  gold  lustre . 845 

THREE-DOLLAR 

Gold 

As  a  denomination,  all  $3  gold  coins  can  be 
considered  scarce  or  rare,  with  some  dates,  of 
course,  being  much  more  rare  than  others. 

If  you  have  studied  rare  coin  activity  in  the 
past,  you  have  come  to  realize  that,  while  many 
dates  are  considered  rare  by  most  accounts,  a 
serious  collection  of  $3  gold  coins  is  not  out  of 
the  reach  of  today’s  collector.  Perhaps  90%  of 
the  dates  and  mintmarks  from  1854  to  1889  can 
be  collected,  in  many  instances  for  less  than 
$  1 ,000  per  coin  in  grades  from  VF  to  AU.  If  this 
piques  your  fancy,  we  would  be  happy  to  set  you 
up  on  our  Want  List  Program  and  let  you  know 
when  needed  dates  and  mintmarks  come  to 
hand.  Feel  free  to  call  Mark  Borckardt  to  discuss 
your  collecting  strategy.  Remember,  there  is  no 
obligation  on  your  part  to  participate  in  our 
Want  List  Program,  just  the  opportunity  to  ac¬ 
quire  that  certain  date  for  your  set. 

The  current  listing  is  admittedly  brief,  as  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  denomination  sell  very  quickly. 
We  are  constantly  on  the  hunt  for  further  nice 
examples  for  our  customers. 

1855  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  A 
lovely  example  of  the  second  date  of  the  $  1 

series . 1*295 

1860  EF-45  (NGC).  Very  light  yellow  gold 
with  a  hint  of  green.  A  pleasing  example 
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with  just  a  tew  very  minor  surface  marks,  not 
unusual  tor  the  grade.  A  scarce  coin  by  any 
evaluation .  1,195 

Choice  Mint  State  1878  $3 


1878  MS-63  (NGC).  An  absolutely  delightful 
example  with  trosty  light  yellow  gold  lustre. 
“As  you  like  it,”  and  more!  An  exceptional 

candidate  for  the  type  collector . 4,795 

1878  Breen-6391.  VF-25  (ANACS).  Pleas¬ 
ing  light  yellow  gold  surfaces  with  a  touch 
of  very  pale  orange.  This  is  Walter  Breen’s 
so-called  overdate  variety,  however,  we 
have  our  douhts  and  are  pricing  it  as  a  “regu¬ 
lar”  1878 .  659 

$5  Gold  Half 

Eagles 

#, 

As  with  our  other  gold  offerings,  the  follow¬ 
ing  listing  of  half  eagles  contains  many  exciting 
and  enticing  dates  in  many  grades  and  types, 
from  circulated  to  Mint  State,  and  from  early  to 
late  design  types.  We  are  certain  you  will  find  a 
piece  or  two  to  your  liking,  so  please  call  quickly 
for  the  ones  that  interest  you  the  most. 

Early  Half  Eagles 


Impressive  1795  Small  Eagle  $5 
First  Federal  Gold  Issue 
Produced  in  the  Summer  of  1795 


1795  Small  Eagle.  Breen-2C.  Rarity-5.  AU- 

58  (PCGS).  Lightly  abraded  surfaces  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  grade,  however,  with 
exceptional  deep  orange-gold  lustre  and 
slightly  reflective  fields.  This  is  a  very  at¬ 
tractive  example  of  the  rare  Small  Eagle 
design  type  among  early  half  eagles.  Quite 
sharply  struck  with  all  design  elements 
boldly  defined,  except  where  obscured  by 
very  light  wear.  1795  half  eagles  were  the 
earliest  gold  coins  issued  by  the  Mint  with 
all  examples  produced  from  July  through 
September  of  that  year.  We  can  actually 
pinpoint  the  production  between  July  21 
and  September  16,  1795,  the  former  date 
representing  the  very  first  deposit  of  gold 


bullion  at  the  Mint  for  coinage,  the  latter 
date  representing  the  last  delivery  of  half 
eagles  from  the  chief  coiner  to  the  Mint 
treasurer.  This  Breen--2C  variety  was  one 
of  the  very  first  issues  based  on  current 
emission  sequences,  and  was  almost  cer¬ 
tainly  minted  in  late  July  or  very  early 
August  1795.  A  handsome,  historically 
important,  and  thoroughly  worthwhile 
specimen!  . 3 1 ,250 

Lustrous  1800  Half  Eagle 
Sharply  Struck,  High  Quality 
1800  B-1D.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
with  outstanding  greenish  gold  lustre.  Quite 
sharply  struck  and  with  a  high  degree  of  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal.  We  are  certain  you  will  he  de¬ 
lighted  with  this  example.  Minor  reverse  die 
cracks  are  noted . 6,250 

Lustrous  1 809/8  Half  Eagle 


1809/8  Overdate.  B-l  A.  AU-58  (PCGS).  This 
is  an  outstanding  example  for  the  grade. 
Frosty  light  yellow  gold  lustre  is  accented  by 
a  very  faint  greenish  hue.  Light  abrasions  are 
consistent  with  the  grade.  Only  this  single 
overdate  die  marriage  has  been  identified  for 
the  half  eagle  coinage  of  1809.  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  of  this  popular  variety,  ideal  for 
your  type  set! . 4,695 

Splendid  1836  Half  Eagle 

1836  B-6508,  McCloskey-5D.  AU-58 

(NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  highly  attractive 
with  lustrous  light  greenish  gold  surfaces. 
Very  minor  imperfections  are  noted.  A  scarce 
die  marriage .  1,995 

1837  B-6512.  AU-55  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous 

with  light  greenish  yellow  gold  surfaces.  A 
scarce  date  and  one  of  our  favorites  in  this 
series .  1,295 

Liberty  head  half  Eagles 

Splendid  1839  Half  Eagle 
First  Year  of  Issue 

1839  MS-61  (NGC).  This  is  an  amazing  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  first  Liberty  half  eagle  issue. 
Highly  lustrous  greenish  yellow  gold  with 
splashes  of  pale  rose  toning.  This  example  is 
sharply  struck  with  full  obverse  and  reverse 
design  elements,  save  for  slight  weakness 
among  the  obverse  stars.  You  will  he  abso¬ 
lutely  thrilled  to  have  this  in  your  collection. 
We  guarantee  it!  .  4,950 


Mint  State  1840  Half  Eagle 
Narrow  Mill 


1840  Narrow  Mill.  MS-61  (NGC).  This  is  a 
lovely  Mint  State  example  with  extremely 
sharp  design  elements  and  brilliant  greenish 
gold  lustre.  A  few  very  light  surface  marks  are 
consistent  with  the  grade.  An  extremely  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  specialist  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  high  quality  example  of  this  early 
Liberty  half  eagle.  In  his  Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia,  Walter  Breen  noted  this  issue  is  “very 
rare  above  EF.”  Today,  we  would  character¬ 
ize  this  as  “very  rare  in  Mint  State."  The  Bass 
Collection  auctions  yielded  1 2  different  1840 
Narrow  Mill  half  eagles,  with  1 1  grading  AU 
and  a  single  MS-60! . 4,650 

Lovely  1840  Half  Eagle 
Narrow  Mill 

1840  Narrow  Mill.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  won¬ 
derful  example  of  this  early  Liberty  half  eagle 
with  lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces.  A  hint  of 
green  along  with  faint  rose  toning  adds  to  the 
aesthetic  appeal.  We  are  sure  you  will  like 

this  one . 2,650 

1844  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  greenish  gold  lus¬ 
tre  with  extremely  sharp  design  features.  An 
attractive  example  with  very  minor  surface 

marks . 495 

1848  AU-58  (NGC).  An  exceptional  example 
for  the  grade  with  light  yellow  gold  surfaces 
and  strong  central  details.  While  not  a  rarity, 
this  is  a  very  difficult  issue  to  locate  in  higher 

grades . 795 

1851  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  greenish  yel¬ 
low'  gold  surfaces  with  exceptional  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 895 

1853  AU-58  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  vir¬ 
tually  complete  lustre  and  attractive  rose  ton¬ 
ing  at  lower  obverse  and  upper  reverse.  595 

1853  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example  w  ith 

considerable  lustre  and  attractive  light  or¬ 
ange  toning . 419 

1854  AU-53  (PCGS).  This  attractive  example 

has  considerable  lustre  with  light  yellow  gold 
surfaces.  Walter  Breen  noted  this  issue  is 
“very  rare  above  EF."  .  595 

1854  AU-53  (NGC).  Bright  yellow  gold  lustre 

with  faint  pinkish  toning .  595 

1861  AU-58  (NGC).  A  delightful  example 
with  virtually  complete  lustre  and  sharp  de¬ 
sign  features.  Attractive  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 795 

1 873  Closed  3.  AU-5 3  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light 
yellow  gold  with  considerable  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal.  A  scarce  issue  in  higher  grades .  4^5 

1881/0  Overdate.  ALJ-55  (NGC)  Deep  or 
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ange-gold  with  vibrant  lustre  and  sharp  de¬ 
sign  elements.  Minor  surface  marks  are 
present.  Sharp  overdate  with  all  four  digits 

showing  plain  evidence  of  doubling . 995 

1882  MS-62  (PCGS).  Outstanding,  with  frosty 
light  yellow  lustre  and  deeper  yellow  toning 
along  the  borders.  Only  moderately 
abraded;  much  less  than  expected  for  the 

grade . 339 

1884-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Extremely  sharp 
with  outstanding  eye  appeal.  Deep  orange- 
gold  lustre  with  satiny  surfaces.  A  scarce 
issue  at  a  modest  price.  An  important  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  specialist  to  acquire  this 
date . 495 

Mint  State  1890-CC  Half  Eagle 

1890- CC  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  with 
frosty  lustre.  An  outstanding  candidate  for  the 
specialist  or  the  CC  Mint  collector.  ...  1,650 

1891- CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 

ample  with  lustrous  light  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 595 

1891-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Rich  yellow  gold 

lustre  with  faint  pinkish  toning .  560 

1893  MS-60  (PCGS).  Frosty  yellow  gold  with  a 
hint  of  pink . 229 

Mint  State  1893-CC  Half  Eagle 

1893-CC  MS-60  (NGC).  Lustrous  greenish  yel¬ 
low  gold  with  faint  pink  toning.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  final  CC  half  eagle .  1 ,495 

1893-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Very  light  yellow 
gold  with  considerable  remaining  lustre. 
Last  year  of  coinage  operations  at  the 
Carson  City  Mint.  Just  60,000  half  eagles 
were  coined . 725 


Lustrous  1901/0-S  Half  Eagle 


1901/0-S  Overdate.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  im¬ 
pressive  example  of  this  scarce  and  popular 
overdate  variety.  Sharply  defined  with  rich 
yellow  gold  lustre.  PCGS  has  graded  38  ex¬ 
amples  at  this  numeric  level  and  only  1 1  finer 

coins,  ranging  to  MS-66  quality . 2,595 

1901-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 
w  ith  sharp  design  features  and  soft  frosty  yel¬ 
low  gold  lustre .  1,275 

Lovely  Gem  1903-S  Half  Eagle 
1903-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  exceptional  gem 
example  has  sharp  design  features  and  pris¬ 
tine  surfaces.  Lustrous  bright  yellow  gold  is 
accented  by  traces  of  iridescent  rose  toning. 
Although  considered  plentiful  in  lower 
grades,  this  issue  is  quite  elusive  in  gem  pres¬ 
ervation .  3,295 


Superb  Gem  1904-S  Half  Eagle 
An  Incredible  Coin! 

The  Bass  Collection  Specimen 
An  American  Numismatic  Treasure 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1904-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Here  is  one  of  the 
most  exciting,  most  rare  (in  this  grade), 
most  desirable  gold  coins  we  have  ever  of¬ 
fered.  Pedigreed  to  the  Montgomery  and 
Bass  collections,  it  is  an  absolutely  stunning, 
superb  gem  example  for  the  date  specialist 
or  type  collector.  If  you  are  seeking  the  fin¬ 
est,  this  coin  is  for  you.  This  lovely  gem  is 
sharply  struck  and  has  exceptional  satiny 
yellow  gold  lustre  with  wisps  of  light  pink 
toning.  The  surfaces  are  virtually  perfect.  In 
addition,  this  is  a  scarce  date  with  a  mintage 
of  only  97,000  coins,  and  is  quite  elusive  in 
any  Mint  State  grade.  PCGS  has  only  cer¬ 
tified  38  examples  in  ALL  Mint  State 
grades.  Naturally,  this  is  the  single  MS-67 
graded  by  PCGS  with  nothing  better.  For  all 
practical  purposes,  this  is  the  single  finest 
known  1904-S  half  eagle .  27,500 

In  the  annals  of  American  gold  coins,  the  1904-S 
is  one  of  the  more  interesting  and  curious.  Until  1955 
it  was  considered  to  be  a  “common  date."  Then,  in  J  une 
1955  in  the  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Peake  Collection  sale, 
John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  catalogued  Lot  430  as  follows: 

“1904-S.  About  Uncirculated.  Remarkably  bril¬ 
liant  and  nice.  Just  97,000  coined  and  a  very  scarce 
piece  in  any  condition.  The  W.G.C.  specimen  was  VF, 
Atwater’s  VF,  scratched;  and  so  on,  down  the  line. 
Catalog  listings  re  all  of  the  late  gold  series  will  just 
have  to  be  revised  in  reference  to  the  pricing  of  top- 
notch  condition  material.” 

Th  is  little  AU  coin  fetched  $  1 05 ,  or  about  three  to 
four  times  current  market  value.  The  buyer  was  Emery 
May  bidden  Norweb. 

Fast  forward  to  October  1987,  when  we  catalogued 
the  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  Collec¬ 
tion  for  sale,  and  had  this  to  say  about  Lot  962: 

“1904-S  AU-58.  This  is  the  coin  that  caused  quite 
a  commotion  back  in  1955  when  it  was  sold  in  the 
Peake  Collection  sale  by  New  Netherlands  Coin  Com¬ 
pany.  The  issue,  previously  considered  to  be  ‘common,’ 
had  been  overlooked  by  many  numismatists,  until  this 
identical  coin  came  up  for  completion.  This  particular 
piece,  more  than  other  half  eagle  offerings  of  the  time, 
focused  awareness  on  how  scarce  certain  of  these  issues 
are.  It  is  not  that  it  made  a  great  deal  of  difference,  for 
even  today  there  are  still  many  sleepers.” 

As  nice  as  the  Peake  Collection  coin  might  have 
been,  all  bets  were  off,  and  the  room  was  up  for  grabs  in 
February  1976  when  we  showcased  at  auction  the  Dr. 
D.C.  Montgomery  Collection.  Lot  2181,  this  being  the 
exact  coin  we  now  offer  for  sale ,  was  described  as  follows: 

“1904-S  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  The  rarity 
of  1904-S  was  first  pointed  out  by  John  Jay  Ford,  Jr.  in 
New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.  catalogues  in  the  1950s. 
Since  that  time  we’ve  kept  a  weather  eye  out  for  top- 
grade  1904-S  half  eagles  and  have  seen  very,  very  few. 
We  have  never  handled  even  a  single  piece  which 
equals  the  present  lot.  The  Scott  Encyclopedia  of  U  S 
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Coins  notes  that  1904-S  is  'rare  in  Uncirculated  grade,' 
which  apparently,  if  anything,  is  an  understatement. 
The  Guide  Book  of  US.  Coins  blithely  lists  the  coin  f<  >r 
$235  without  comment.  Students  of  catalogue  prices 
vis-a-vis  auction  sale  prices  will  want  to  watch  the 
activity  on  this  lot  when  it  comes  up  for  bidding  on 
February  20th!” 

The  buyer  at  the  sale  w'as  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  Dallas, 
Texas,  oilman,  business  executive,  and  numismatic 
connoisseur.  He  paid  $  1 ,650  to  own  it — or  seven  times 
current  full  catabgue  value . 

As  we  write  these  words  for  the  present  Rare  Coin 
Review,  we  are  reminded  that  in  numismatics  there  are 
two  classes  of  buyers:  Connoisseurs,  such  as  Harry  Bass, 
who  realize  the  true  value  of  a  choice  and  rare  coin,  and 
bargain-hunters  for  whom  price  comes  first.  The  former 
build  great  collections.  The  latter  usually  end  up  with  a 
few  great  coins  plus  many  cats  and  dogs.  1  n  a  related  field, 
stamp  collecting,  Herman  Herst,  Jr.,  well-known  writer, 
stated  that  anyone  who  is  “a  slave  to  catalogue  value” 
will  never  build  a  great  collection.  Ditto  in  numismatics. 

End  of  digression.  Back  to  the  1904-S. 

In  October  1999  we  presented  Part  II  of  the  Harry 
W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection  at  auction,  at  an  event  which 
will  forever  echo  down  the  corridors  of  numismatic 
history.  Lot  1284  was  described,  in  part,  as  follows: 

“1904-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Intense  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre  and  rich  rose  iridescence  glow  upon  the  satiny  gem 
surfaces  of  this  impressive  half  eagle.  The  1904-S  is  a 
major  rarity  at  any  Uncirculated  level — even  MS-60  or 
MS-61 — despite  97,000  having  been  minted.  With 
regard  to  the  MS-67  level,  this  is  a  dream  coin,  almost 
in  an  illusion,  but  actually  a  reality.  It  is  certainly  far 
and  away  the  finest  example  ever  certified  by  PCGS 
and  far  and  away  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen.  PCGS 
Population:  1;  none  finer.  In  our  February  1976  cata¬ 
logue  of  tbe  Montgomery  Collection,  Lot  2181,  reads 
as  follows: . . .  Funny  how  those  comments  still  ring  true 
after  23  years.  Today  in  1999  the  preceding  statement 
is  still  true,  except  that  in  1999  gold  coins  are  more 
popular  than  any  time  in  numismatic  history.” 

Now,  might  you  add  your  name  to  this  illustrious 
coin’s  pedigree? 

Choice  Mint  State  1905  $5 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Far 

above  average  in  quality .  1,225 

Proof  1906  Half  Eagle 

1906  Proof-62  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  com¬ 

bination  of  quality  and  price.  This  lovely 
example  has  deep  greenish  gold  Proof  sur¬ 
faces  with  few  insignificant  blemishes  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  assigned  grade.  Just  85  Proofs 
were  minted.  Priced  at  a  small  fraction  of 
what  a  gem  would  sell  for,  at  only .  5,550 

1908  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces  and 
sharp  design  features.  A  popular  issue  repre¬ 
senting  a  transitional  year  between  the  Lib¬ 
erty  and  Indian  designs .  1,175 

Indian  Half  Eagles 


Scarce  1909-0  Half  Eagle 

1909- 0  EF-40  (PCGS).  Pleasing  light  yellow 
gold  with  excellent  surfaces.  Elusive.  1,495 

1910- S  AL1-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  yellow 

gold  with  sharp  design  elements .  725 

191  1  MS-62  (PCX  >S ) .  Virtually  choice  qualiu 
with  outstanding  rich  yellow  gold  lustre,  hi  5 
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Mint  State  191  1 -S  Half  Eagle 

1 91  1-S  MS-62  (IX  XjS).  An  attractive  example 
of  this  scarce  issue  with  sharp  design  elements, 
deep  yellow  gold  lustre,  and  faint  bluish  ton¬ 
ing  highlights.  An  interesting  issue,  this  date 
ranks  23rd  out  of  24  coins  in  the  Indian  Head 
half  eagle  series  for  mintage .  1,595 

191  1-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 
brilliant,  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre.  A  pleasing 
example  of  this  scarce  date .  695 

1 91 2- S  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  with 

considerable  lustre.  A  scarce  issue . 495 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  is  a  splendid  ex¬ 

ample  with  delightful  yellow  gold  lustre  and 
sharp  design  elements . 575 

Mint  State  191  3-S  Half  Eagle  Rarity 

1913- S  MS-61  (NGC).  A  wonderful  example  of 

this  important  issue,  featuring  sharp  design 
definition  and  rich  yellow  gold  lustre.  Sub¬ 
liminal  orange  toning  adds  to  the  overall 
appearance  of  this  rarity .  2,295 

Mint  State  1914  Half  Eagle 

1914  MS-63  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with 

frosty  light  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  a  hint  of 
olive.  An  attractive  candidate  for  your  type 
collection .  1,595 

Lustrous  191 4-D  Half  Eagle 


1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  yellow  gold 
lustre  with  very  sharp  design  features.  This  is 
a  scarcer  issue  from  a  mintage  of  just  247,000 
coins,  and  represents  the  final  half  eagle 

emission  from  the  Denver  Mint .  2,850 

1914-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty 
with  attractive  yellow  gold  lustre  and  wisps  of 

orange  toning .  795 

1914-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  with 
hints  of  pink  toning .  435 

Lustrous  Mint  State  1915  $5 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS)  Sharply  struck,  brilliant, 
and  lustrous.  A  premium  quality  example  of 
this  half  eagle  variety.  Seldom  seen  so 

nice! .  3,850 

191  5  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  sat¬ 
iny  yellow  gold  lustre.  An  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  grade .  1,229 

191  5-S  AU-58  (NGC).  An  attractive  example 
of  this  scarce  issue  with  satiny  yellow  gold 
lustre.  Slightly  worn  only  on  the  very  high¬ 
est  design  points .  1 ,050 

191  5-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  light  yel¬ 
low  gold  example  with  considerable  remain¬ 
ing  lustre . 539 


1916-S  MS-61  (N(  iC).  Sharply  struck  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  light  yellow  gold  surfaces .  725 

1916-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Greenish  yellow  gold 
with  wisps  of  pinkish  orange  toning . 435 

Mint  State  1929  Half  Eagle 
7  he  Rarity  of  the  Series 
1929  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  I  ovely  example  with 
light  yellow  gold  lustre  and  satiny  surfaces. 
This  is  the  final  issue  among  Indian  half 
eagles,  and  the  only  such  coin  struck 
throughout  the  decade.  Highly  popular  with 
collectors  today.  In  terms  of  availability  this 
is  far  and  away  the  rarest  Indian  Head  half 
eagle  of  the  1908-1929  series . 8,750 

The  story  of  the  1929  half  eagle  may  he  worth 
giving  here,  especially  as  the  mintage  of  662,000  is 
rather  large — a  curious  situation  as  the  coins  them¬ 
selves  are  rare.  It  seems  likely  that  after  1929  most  of 
these  were  kept  in  storage  by  the  Treasury  Department 
(see  note  below),  rather  than  exported.  These  and 
many  other  undistributed  Philadelphia  Mint  coins 
were  melted  in  1937. 

While  in  Mint  State  the  1929  is  not  a  super-rarity, 
so  few  circulation  strikes  exist  that  overall  the  issue  is 
recognized  as  the  most  important  half  eagle  of  the  20th 
century.  Its  fame  has  been  long  enduring. 

Walter  Breen  ( Encyclopedia ,  1988)  remarked  that 
the  rarity  of  the  1929  $5  was  “unrecognized  until 
March  1944,  when  a  specimen  estimated  at  a  routine 
$25  at  auction  brought  nine  times  that  figure."  This 
year  ( 1 944)  coincided  with  a  rapid  expansion  of  inter¬ 
est  in  collecting  gold  coins  and  marked  the  general 
period  in  which  certain  20th-century  coins  were  recog¬ 
nized  for  their  true  rarity. 

Today,  we  estimate  that  about  250  to  400  Mint 
State  coins  exist,  plus  a  few  dozen  worn  pieces. 

The  1929  $5  was  one  of  16  earlier-dated  gold  coins 
available  in  Uncirculated  condition  for  face  value 
(plus  mailing  charge)  from  the  Treasury  Department  in 
the  summer  of  1932.  This  is  significant  as  it  indicates 
that  these  were  being  held  in  quantity  in  storage  at  this 
time.  Unsold  pieces  were  melted  several  years  later. 

From  about  1976  through  the  early  1980s  dealer 
William  Youngerman  purchased  on  behalf  of  a  cli¬ 
ent  every  Mint  State  1929  $5  he  could  find  at  an 
agreeable  price.  In  time,  50  to  55  were  acquired.  The 
buyer  then  sold  them  back  to  Youngerman,  who 
featured  them  in  his  price  lists  and  advertisements 
for  a  long  time  thereafter,  until  all  were  sold,  this 
according  to  an  interview  with  Bill  Y.  by  the  writer 
(QDB)  in  connection  with  our  forthcoming  series  of 
books  on  gold  coins. 


$10  Gold  Eagles 


As  always,  our  emphasis  has  been  on  quality 
when  buying.  If  this  aspect  is  important  to  you, 
order  with  confidence  from  our  holdings,  as  your 
satisfaction  is  always  guaranteed  at  Bowers  and 
Merena.  Our  listing  includes  many  interesting 
and  rare  pieces  in  the  Liberty  1  lead  series,  con¬ 
cluded  by  some  high-grade  Indian  eagles. 


CALL  TO  ORDER 
800-222-5993 


Liberty  head  Gold  eagles 

1840  EF-45  (tO IS).  An  appealing  example 
with  light,  even  wear  and  considerable  lustre 
tor  the  grade.  A  few  very  minor  blemishes  are 
expected.  From  a  low  mintage  of  just  47.3  38 
coins .  775 


Lovely  1 849-0  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1849-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  scarce  issue  with  bright 
greenish  gold  surfaces.  Virtually  full  lustre 
and  few  insignificant  abrasions.  Just  2  3,900 
were  struck  with  most  survivors  in  lower 
grades.  In  fact,  Walter  Breen  noted  that 
th  is  issue  was  unknown  in  Mint  State. 
Since  the  time  he  compiled  his  Complete 
Encyclopedia  in  1988,  one  or  two  such  coins 
have  been  located.  The  present  example 
certainly  ranks  among  the  top  halt  dozen 
finest . 6,750 

Near  Mint  State  1856-S  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1856-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
satiny  light  yellow  gold  lustre.  A  scarce  date 
that  is  virtually  impossible  to  locate  in  higher 
grades  than  that  offered  here.  In  fact,  PCGS 
has  only  graded  six  Mint  State  coins  in  all 
grades  from  MS-60  through  MS-63.  This 
AU-58  example  will  he  an  important  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  specialist’s  collection .  3,750 

Gem  1862  Pattern  $10 
1862  $10.  Liberty  Head.  Pollock-355,  Judd- 
297.  Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded 
edge.  Sharply  struck  with  subdued  Proof  sur¬ 
faces,  exhibiting  deep  mahogany  brown.  This 
has  the  appearance  of  a  “bronzed"  example, 
created  through  the  use  ot  bronzing  powder 

within  the  Mint  walls . 4,995 

1 868  EE-45  (NGC).  This  is  one  ot  the  few  sur¬ 
vivors  from  a  mintage  of  just  10,800  circu¬ 
lation  strikes.  Lightly  abraded  with  pale 
yellow  gold  surfaces  and  hints  of  pinkish 
toning.  An  attractive  example  that  is  sure  to 
please .  1 ,1 50 

Impressive  1871-CC  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1871-CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  An  extremely  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  This 
lovely  coin  has  exceptional  lustre  and  very 
pleasing  surfaces.  Sharply  defined.  A  few  very 
light  abrasions  are  expected.  This  is  an  ex¬ 
tremely  rare  issue,  regardless  ot  grade.  Just 
8,085  examples  were  minted  with  a  very 
small  percentage  of  survivors.  Most  are  low- 
grade  with  even  an  EF  example  being  highly 
unusual.  This  attractive  Almost  Uncircu¬ 
lated  example  is  sure  to  start  your  heart  rat. 

ing! .  16,500 
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Lovely  AU  1881-CC  $10 

188 1  -CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
beautiful.  Ever  popular  rare  Carson  City 
issue . 2,450 

1881- 0  EF-40  (ICG).  Very  light  yellow  gold 
with  hints  of  green.  Microscopic  hairlines  are 
noted.  Just  8,350  examples  were  minted.  875 

Important  1882-0  Eagle 
Virtually  Mint  State 

1882- 0  AU-58  (NGC).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 

ample  of  this  rare  date  with  virtually  com¬ 
plete  greenish  gold  lustre  and  reflective 
surfaces.  Very  sharply  struck  with  out¬ 
standing  aesthetic  appeal.  This  is  an  ex¬ 
tremely  important  opportunity  for  the 
specialist  to  acquire  this  rare  date,  from  a 
mintage  of  just  10,820  coins.  This  example 
is  almost  certainly  among  the  top  10  for 
the  date . 3,250 

1888  AU-58  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck  example 
with  deep  yellow  gold  lustre  and  satiny  sur¬ 
faces . 525 

1888-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  sharply 
struck  with  hints  of  pale  lilac  toning. ...  375 

1893  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant  yellow  gold  lustre . 369 

1894-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Full  brilliance  and 
excellent  lustre.  Another  carefully  se¬ 
lected  example  that  exhibits  fewer  than 
expected  abrasions  for  the  grade.  Despite 
a  mintage  exceeding  100,000  coins,  few 
examples  survive  in  AU  or  Mint  State 
grades . 539 

1894-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example  with 
light  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  traces  of  lustre. 
Just  25,000  examples  were  minted . 395 

1895  MS-60  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example  for 
your  type  collection .  245 

Choice  Mint  State  1896-S  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1896- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  choice  Mint  State 
example  of  this  rarity;  an  extremely  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  Brilliant 
yellow  gold  surfaces,  slightly  lighter  along  the 
borders.  PCGS  has  graded  just  three  ex¬ 
amples  (including  this)  with  a  single  finer 

MS-65  coin .  10,500 

Nearly  Gem  1897  Liberty  Eagle 
Among  the  Finest  Certified 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1897  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  out¬ 
standing  yellow  gold  lustre.  Extremely 
sharply  struck.  Despite  a  mintage  in  excess  of 
one  million  coins,  few  choice  or  gem  survi¬ 
vors  are  known.  Just  44  graded  with  only  six 
finer  pieces  certified  by  PCGS.  A  find  for  the 
specialist .  1,795 

1 897 - S  AU-55  ( PC ( IS).  A  bright  and  lustrous 

example.  An  affordable  choice  for  the  type 
collector . 429 


Choice  Mint  State  1900-S  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1900-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  condition  rarity,  having 
highly  lustrous  light  gold  surfaces.  The 
San  Francisco  Mint  issued  81,000  of  these 
coins  with  most  survivors  either  circu¬ 
lated  or  very  low  Mint  State  quality.  In¬ 
terestingly,  PCGS  has  certified  just  six 
examples  at  this  grade  level  with  a  single 
finer  coin,  an  MS-67.  We  wouldn’t  even 
want  to  guess  how  that  coin  would  be 
priced!  . 4,450 

Extraordinary  1901  Liberty  Eagle 


1901  MS-66  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  highly 
lustrous  with  outstanding  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces.  This  impressive  gem  is  truly  a  coin  for 
the  connoisseur . 5,495 

1901  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 
satiny  lustre . 369 

1901  AU-58  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant  yellow  gold  lustre . 239 

1901  -S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality  for 

the  grade.  Brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre  with 
sharp  design  elements . 369 

Gem  Mint  State  1902  Eagle 
Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  For  the  specialist  at¬ 

tempting  a  gem  quality  set,  this  is  an  op¬ 
portunity  not  to  be  missed.  This  gem 
example  is  the  ONLY  such  coin  certified 
by  PCGS.  Highly  lustrous  with  brilliant 
yellow  gold  surfaces  and  extremely  sharply 
struck . 10,750 

1904-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  scarce  issue  fea¬ 
tures  soft  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre  with  sharp 
details . 875 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Dave  Bowers  welcomes  inter¬ 
esting  communications.  Address 
Dave  Bowers,  Editor,  at  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries,  Box  1224, 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894,  or  reach 
Dave  on  his  personal  website, 
d  ave  @h  o  w  e  rs  a  n  d  m  erena.com. 

Items  deemed  of  interest  may  he 
reproduced  in  one  of  our  publi¬ 
cations. 


Attractive  1905  Eagle 
Very  Choice  Mint  State 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  sharply 
struck  with  soft,  frosty  surfaces.  A  scarcer 
date  with  a  mintage  of  just  over  200,000 
coins.  Very  few  high-quality  examples  sur¬ 
vive.  PCGS  has  only  certified  55  ex¬ 
amples  at  this  grade  level  with  just  14 

finer  coins . 1 ,995 

1905  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  sharply 

struck  with  minimal  surface  marks .  309 

1906-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Soft  yellow  gold  lustre. 
A  lovely  example  of  the  first  Denver  Mint 

issue . 395 

1906-D  MS-60  (PCGS).  Very  slightly 
prooflike  and  quite  sharply  struck.  Rich 
yellow  gold  lustre  provides  considerable 


eye  appeal . 345 

1907-S  MS-61  (ANACS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  minimal  abrasions.  Just  210,500 
were  struck  in  San  Francisco . 695 

Indian  Gold  Eagles 


1907  No  Motto.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light 
yellow  gold  surfaces.  An  attractive  example 
of  the  Saint-Gaudens  design,  slightly  modi¬ 
fied  from  his  original  concept .  850 

1907  No  Motto.  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  pleasing 
example  with  light  yellow  gold  lustre. ..  595 
1907  No  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  yellow 
gold  with  a  hint  of  green .  519 

1907  No  Motto.  AU-58  (ANACS).  A  hand¬ 

some  example  of  the  first  year  of  issue  with 
virtually  complete  lustre . 489 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous  with  frosty  light  yellow  gold  surfaces. 
A  scarce  issue  from  a  mintage  of  just  33,500 
coins . 950 

Choice  Mint  State  1908-D  Eagle 
No  Motto  Rarity 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1908-D  No  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  excep¬ 
tional  example  with  rich  orange-gold  sur¬ 
faces.  Highly  lustrous  and  extremely 
attractive.  An  important  rarity  among  Indian 
eagles.  Just  17  examples  have  been  graded 
with  only  five  finer . 8,450 

Mint  State  1908-D  Eagle 
1908-D  No  Motto.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  pleas¬ 
ing  example  of  this  scarce  and  desirable  is¬ 
sue . 1 ,450 

1908-D  No  Motto.  AU-55  (PCGS).  An  attrac¬ 
tive  example  with  very  light  pinkish  gold  lus¬ 
tre . 585 

Stunning  Gem  1908  With  Motto  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1908  With  Motto.  MS-66  (T(  GS).  This  is  an 
absolutely  spectacular  example  with  rich, 
satiny  yellow  gold  lustre.  An  example  that 
is  certain  to  please  the  connoisseur.  PCGS 
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has  graded  just  22  at  this  level  and  only  five  been  certified  MS-60  or  better  by  the  west 

finer .  8,950  coast  grading  service . 6,950 


Mint  State  1908  $10 

1908  With  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This 
lovely  example  has  very  light  yellow  gold 
lustre . 2,650 

1908  With  Motto.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Pleasing 

light  yellow  gold .  575 

1909  MS-62  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  rich 

yellow  gold  surfaces . 635 

1909-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 
with  attractive,  lustrous  surfaces .  1,195 

1909-D  MS-61  (NGC).  An  attractive  example 
with  rich  yellow  gold  lustre  and  few  minor 
abrasions.  This  ranks  among  the  scarcer  In¬ 
dian  eagles,  from  a  mintage  of  just  121,540 
coins .  795 

1909-D  MS-60  (NGC).  An  outstanding  example, 
highly  lustrous  and  sharply  struck .  725 

1909- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  lustrous  example 
has  attractive  light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  1,195 

1910  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  light  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,075 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality  for 

the  grade  with  lustrous  light  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 595 

Attractive  1910-D  Indian  Eagle 

1910- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delightful  quality 

with  pinkish  gold  lustre  and  exceptional  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal .  1,850 

1910-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  ex¬ 
ample  with  lustrous  light  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 569 

1910-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  quality  with 
frosty  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,195 

1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rich  greenish  gold  lustre 

provides  plenty  of  eye  appeal .  1,150 

1911  MS-63  (NGC).  A  delightful  example 
with  frosty  surfaces  and  a  hint  of  green  lus¬ 
tre .  1,075 

191  1  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  yel¬ 
low  gold  lustre . 575 

191 1  MS-62  (NGC).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  with  outstanding  light  yellow  gold 
lustre . 549 


Important  191 1-D  Rarity 


191 1-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  is  an  important 
opportunity  for  the  specialist.  Lustrous  light 
yellow  gold  with  splashes  of  darker  toning,  a 
pristine  example.  From  a  mintage  of  just 
30,100  coins  with  only  very  few  certified  by 
PCGS  as  Mint  State.  Just  82  examples  have 


Desirable  191  1-D  Eagle 

191 1-D  AU-55  (NGC).  A  pleasing  and  natural 
example  with  light  yellow  gold  lustre. ...  1 ,495 
191 1-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  of 

this  scarce  issue .  1,150 

1912  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  sharply 

struck  with  frosty  yellow  gold  surfaces.  An 

ideal  candidate  for  your  type  set .  1,095 

1912  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 

light  yellow  gold  lustre .  575 

1912  MS-62  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  light 
yellow  gold  lustre . 549 


Lovely  1912-S  Indian  Eagle 


1912-S  MS-63  (NGC).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  scarce  issue  with  rich  yellow 
gold  lustre.  Although  300,000  examples  were 
struck,  very  few  high  quality  survivors  remain 
today.  An  important  opportunity  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist . 4,150 

1912-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
considerable  pinkish  yellow  gold  lustre.  575 
1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  lus¬ 
trous  light  yellow  gold  surfaces .  575 

1913  MS-61  (NGC).  A  wonderful  example 
with  rich  and  deep  yellow  gold  lustre.  ..519 


Mint  State  191 3-S  Rarity 


191 3-S  MS-60  (NGC).  This  is  one  of  the  rarer 
issues  among  Indian  eagles,  from  a  mintage  of 
just  66,000  coins.  Moderately  abraded  as  one 
would  expect  for  the  grade  assigned,  how¬ 
ever,  still  attractive  with  deep  yellow  gold 
lustre.  For  a  real  challenge,  consider  forming 
a  complete  collection  of  San  Francisco  Mint 

coins  dated  1913 .  3,850 

191  3-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  This  is  a  splendid  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  grade  with  considerable  remain¬ 
ing  lustre.  One  of  just  66,000  struck .  795 

Lustrous  1914  Indian  Eagle 

1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Tins  is  an  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  with  rich  and  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre 
and  amazing  aesthetic  appeal.  A  lower  mintage 


example  although  considered  only  moderately 


rarer  from  a  price  standpoint . 2, 650 

1914  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow 

gold . 595 

1914  MS-62  (NGC.).  Lovely,  with  frosty  yellow 
gold  and  a  trace  of  light  green  lustre.  ...  569 


Choice  Mint  State  1914-D  $10 


1914-D  MS-64  (NGC).  This  ,  s  an  impressive 
example  with  highly  lustrous  light  yellow 
gold  surfaces.  An  important  opportunity  tor 
the  specialist .  3,350 

Mint  State  1914-D  Eagle 
1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  a  gorgeous  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  grade  with  outstanding  pinkish 
gold  lustre .  1,650 

Desirable  191 4-S  Eagle 
191 4-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  abraded,  how¬ 
ever,  highly  attractive  with  lovely  yellow 

gold  lustre .  1,650 

1 9 1 4-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
rich  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  minor  abra¬ 
sions .  495 

1 9 1 4-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Slightly  weakly 
struck  although  with  exceptional  light 
yellow  gold  lustre  and  very  pleasing  sur¬ 
faces . 465 

1914-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 

with  considerable  lustre . 429 

1915  MS-63  (NGC).  A  wonderful  example 
with  choice  light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  1 ,295 
1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  con¬ 
siderable  eye  appeal .  595 

Rare  Mint  State  191  5-S  Eagle 


191  5 -S  MS-62  (NGC)-  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  rare  issue  with  highly  lus¬ 
trous  light  yellow  gold  surfaces. 
Exceptional  quality  for  the  grade,  repre¬ 
senting  an  important  opportunity  for  the 
specialist . 5,650 


Mint  State  1916-S  $10 
1916-S  MS-62  (NGC).  This  is  a  very  attractiv  e 
example  with  light  yellow  gold  lustre.  1 ,450 
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Important  1920-S  Rarity 

1920-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Although  lightly 
cleaned,  this  example  has  exceptional  eye 
appeal  and  nearly  full  lustre.  This  is  one  of 
the  important  rarities  in  the  series.  Although 
Mint  reports  indicate  126,500  examples  were 
struck,  very  few  remain  today .  1 1,500 

Lovely  1926  Eagle 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 

pinkish  gold  surfaces .  1,495 

1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  yellow  gold 
surfaces.  An  ideal  candidate  for  your  type 

collection .  1,425 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rich  yellow  gold  lus¬ 
tre  with  frosty  surfaces  and  faint  pink  ton¬ 
ing . 689 

1926  MS-63  (NGC).  This  is  a  lovely  example 

with  light  yellow  gold  lustre . 635 

1926  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  light 

yellow  gold  lustre . 465 

1926  MS-60  (NGC).  A  lustrous  light  yellow 
gold  example  with  minor  surface  marks.  4 19 

Gem  1932  Indian  Eagle 
1932  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  of  the  final  collectible  Indian  eagle. 
Rich  and  satiny  with  outstanding  yellow  gold 


lustre . 3,495 

Mint  State  1932  Eagle 

1932  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  example 

with  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,495 

1932  MS-64  (NGC).  An  attractive  example 
with  lustrous  surfaces .  1,425 


$20  Gold  double 
Eagles 

A  beautiful  selection  of  gold  double  eagles  is 
offered  for  your  collecting  satisfaction. 

The  recent  public  fascination  with  $20  gold 
pieces  continues  unabated.  In  light  of  recent 
low  prices  for  gold  bullion,  these  large  gold 
coins  have  been  “selling  like  hotcakes”  here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  not  only  our  dis¬ 
tribution  of  1857-S  and  1856-S  $20  from  the 
S.S.  Central  America  and,  earlier,  treasures  from 
the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan,  but  just  about  all 
other  issues  as  well. 

Speaking  of  the  Central  America,  if  you’d  like 
to  know  about  the  availability  of  gold  ingots,  just 
ask.  It  is  a  fact  that  95%  of  the  coins  from  this 
fabulous  treasure  are  already  sold  and  about  90% 
of  the  ingots  are  sold!  In  fact,  we  need  to  buy 
s<  >me  ingots  (as  these  words  are  being  written,  we 
have  just  received  an  urgent  call  for  a  Blake  &. 
Co.  bar,  in  case  you  would  like  a  nice  profit!). 

Scores  of  people  are  assembling  date  runs  or 
sequences  of  these  popular  gold  coins.  Many  of 
our  customers  select  MS-60  to  MS-64  pieces, 


finding  coins  in  that  range  to  be  the  ideal  com¬ 
bination  of  price  paid  vis-a-vis  quality  and  value 
received. 

Liberty  double  Eagles 


Lovely  1850  Double  Eagle 
First  Year  Type  Coin 

1850  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  spectacular  coin  featur¬ 
ing  brilliant  greenish  yellow  gold  lustre  and 
extremely  sharp  design  details.  The  surfaces 
are  very  lightly  abraded,  however,  we  do  not 
find  any  actual  wear.  Many  would  not  hesitate 
to  call  this  example  fully  MS-60  with  a  sub¬ 
stantially  higher  price.  First  year  of  circulation 
coinage  for  the  double  eagle  denomination,  an 
important  consideration  for  type  collectors. 
We  cannot  explain  with  more  detail  how 
wonderful  this  coin  is,  so  we  suggest  you  place 
your  order  today.  We  are  certain  you  will  be 

absolutely  delighted .  3,995 

1852  EF-45  (NGC).  Lightly  abraded  yellow 
gold  surfaces.  A  pleasing  example  for  the 

grade . 895 

1855-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold  with 
splashes  of  lustre.  A  few  minor  marks  are 
noted,  consistent  with  the  grade .  1,295 

Important  1859-S  Double  Eagle 

1859-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive  with  light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  An  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  1,550 

Mint  State  1865-S  Double  Eagle 
From  the  Brother  Jonathan  T reasure 
1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
frosty  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  splashes  of  rose 
toning.  A  lovely  Mint  State  example  from  the 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  treasure,  offered  by  us  at 
auction  in  1999.  Since  that  time,  examples 
from  this  treasure  have  been  in  high  demand 
with  very  limited  supply.  We  have  just  this 

single  example  available .  4,595 

1866  With  Motto.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  yel¬ 
low  gold  with  a  hint  of  green.  Considerable 
lustre  remains.  First  year  of  issue  for  the 

“Type  II”  design .  1,395 

1869-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 
with  light  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  hints  of 
lustre  in  the  protected  areas .  679 

Scarce  1871  -S  Double  Eagle 
1871  -S  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  yellow 
gold  with  a  hint  of  pinkish  toning.  This  is  a 
condition  rarity  with  very  few  Mint  State 
examples  known .  1,595 

Pleasing  1872-CC  Double  Eagle 
1872-CC  VF-35  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold 
with  traces  of  lustre  in  the  protected  areas. 
This  is  an  attractive  example  with  few  minor 
imperfections,  consistent  with  the  grade.  A 
mere  26,900  examples  were  struck  with  a 


very  tiny  portion  of  these  surviving  today. 
An  important  opportunity  for  the  advanced 
collector  of  Liberty  double  eagles .  1 ,695 

Lustrous  1875-CC  Double  Eagle 

1875-CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 
of  the  issue  with  slightly  reflective  obverse 
fields,  more  deeply  reflective  on  the  reverse. 
Considerable  satiny  lustre  remains  with  light 
yellow  gold  surfaces  and  wisps  of  pinkish  ton¬ 
ing.  Faint  hairlines  and  surface  marks  are  to 
be  expected  at  this  grade  level .  1 ,495 

1875-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Rich  greenish  yellow 
gold  with  minor  hairlines  and  other  minus¬ 
cule  surface  marks.  Lustre  remains  visible 
around  the  devices .  1,250 

1875-CC  VF-35  (PCGS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  issue  with  very  minor  hairlines. 
Light  yellow  gold  surfaces  with  traces  of  lus¬ 
tre .  1,095 

1875- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow 

gold  with  a  trace  of  wear  only  on  the  highest 
design  points .  595 

1876- CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold 

with  considerable  lustre,  more  than  is  ex¬ 
pected  for  the  grade.  Light  surface  marks  are 
present.  A  wonderful  choice  for  the  Carson 
City  type  collector,  combining  its  status  as  a 
Centennial  year  issue  with  the  final  issue  of 
the  Type  II  design .  1,250 

Pleasing  1877-CC  Double  Eagle 

1877- CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold 

with  substantial  lustre  remaining,  especially 
in  the  protected  areas.  In  our  opinion  this 
example  is  closer  to  EF-45  than  to  EF-40. 
This  is  the  first  year  of  issue  for  the  Type  III 
design .  1,495 

1877-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 

with  splendid  orange-gold  lustre.  First  year  of 
issue  for  the  new  “Type  III”  design . 495 

1882-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  This  should  probably 
have  been  graded  AU-50,  although  a  few 
very  light  hairlines  in  the  obverse  field  sug¬ 
gest  the  EF-45  grade  assigned  by  PCGS.  This 
lovely  double  eagle  has  exceptional  lustre, 
virtually  complete,  and  is  extremely  sharp. 
An  outstanding  candidate  for  the  date  spe¬ 
cialist,  or  for  the  design  collector .  1,395 

1882- CC  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 

with  light  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  deeper 
peripheral  toning .  1,195 

1883- CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

attractive  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  few  minor 
blemishes.  Considerable  lustre  remains,  espe¬ 
cially  in  protected  areas .  1 ,295 

Mint  State  1884-CC  Double  Eagle 

1884- CC  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 

frosty  pinkish  gold  lustre.  A  few  minor  blemishes 
are  present,  including  a  light  obverse  scratch 
keeping  this  from  a  higher  numeric  grade.  Your 
satisfaction  is  guaranteed  as  always .  1,295 
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1884-CC  EE-45  (PCGS).  This  is  a  very  pleas¬ 
ing  example  with  attractive  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces  and  hints  of  rose  toning.  Considerable 
lustre  remains .  1,295 

Lovely  1889-CC  Double  Eagle 

1 889-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
considerable  lustre.  Rich  and  attractive 
yellow  gold  with  hints  of  lustre.  In  our 
opinion,  this  should  have  received  the 
AU-50  grade . 1,550 

1889- CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  light  yel¬ 

low  gold  example  with  very  minor  blem¬ 
ishes .  1,350 

Mint  State  1890  Double  Eagle 
1890  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  lus¬ 
trous  w  ith  pleasing  deep  yellow  gold  surfaces. 
An  outstanding  example  for  the  date  or  type 
collector.  Although  not  a  prime  rarity,  this 
low-mintage  issue  is  far  from  common.  Just 
75,940  circulation  issues  were  struck.  PCGS 
has  certified  only  340  examples  as  MS-60  or 
finer,  a  far  cry  from  more  than  90,000  ex¬ 
amples  of  1904  to  receive  an  MS-60  or  finer 
grade .  1,495 

t. 

Delightful  1890-CC  $20 

1 890- CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Satiny  greenish  gold 
lustre  with  a  splash  of  orange  toning  on  the 


obverse.  This  is  an  exceptional  example  for 
the  Carson  City  collector .  1 ,650 

Lovely  1890-CC  Double  Eagle 

1890-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
example  for  the  grade  with  sharp  design 
features,  light  yellow  gold  lustre,  and 
slightly  reflective  obverse  and  reverse 
fields .  1,450 

1890- CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 

ample  for  the  grade  with  nearly  complete 
yellow  gold  lustre!  The  surfaces  have  very 
light  imperfections,  however,  this  example 
has  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal .  1,250 

Choice  Mint  State  1891-S  $20 

1891- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 

ample  with  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre  and 
sharp  design  features.  Relatively  common  as 
a  date,  however,  high  quality  survivors  are 
almost  non-existent.  PCGS  has  only  graded 
19  finer  examples,  all  MS-64 . 2,195 

Lustrous  1892-CC  Double  Eagle 

1892- CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  This  lovely  ex¬ 

ample  has  bright  greenish  gold  fields  with 
light  yellow  gold  devices.  Splashes  of  irides¬ 
cent  toning  are  present.  An  outstanding 
strike  adds  to  the  overall  appeal  of  this 
scarce  issue .  1,795 


Pleasing  1892-CC  Double  Eagle 

1892- CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  This  is  a  delightful 
example  with  considerable  light  yellow  gold 
lustre  and  few  minor  surface  marks.  An  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  1,695 

1893- CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

rich  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  hints  of  rose'  ton¬ 
ing.  Considerable  lustre  remains,  espec  tally  in 
the  protected  areas  around  devices .  1 ,  f95 

1896- S  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant,  lustrous  s„r 

faces .  1,395 

1897- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Very  nearly  chc  uce 

quality  with  satiny  green-gold  lustre  and  ex¬ 
ceptional  aesthetic  appeal . 639 

Choice  1898-S  Double  Eagle 

1898- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 

ample  with  brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre  and 
exceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  A  condition 
rarity  with  higher  grade  examples  almost 
non-existent .  1 ,850 

1899- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  is  a  stunning  ex¬ 
ample  with  rich  yellow  gold  lustre . 689 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  attractive.  975 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  attractive. 64 5 

Gem  1904  Liberty  $20 

1904  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  rich 

yellow  gold  lustre  and  slightly  mirrored 
fields . 2,650 


A  RESONATING  APPEAL 


The  following  was  sent  to  us  by  Peter 
J.  Starck,  who  can  be  reached  on  the 
internet  at  sonoraben@hotmail.corn. 
Obviously,  he  is  quite  “involved”  in  this 
hunt — to  have  a  specific  e-mail 
address  for  it!  Perhaps  a  reader 
can  help: 

There  is  perhaps  no  better 
example  of  a  typical  Califor¬ 
nia  Gold  Rush  era  steamship 
as  the  S.S.  Sonora  (1853- 
1868).  This  was  the  vessel 
that  carried  Ansel  and 
Adeline  Easton  from  San 
Francisco  in  August  1857  on 
the  first  leg  of  their  honeymoon  voy¬ 
age  to  New  York  City  via  the  isthmus 
of  Panama. 

The  SS  Sonora  is  of  course  linked 
to  the  ill-fated  journey  of  the  S.S. 
Central  America,  which  took  on  the 
S.S.  Sonora’s  passengers  on  the  Car¬ 
ibbean  side  of  the  Panama  isthmus. 
Coincidentally,  both  ships  had  their 


engines  installed  by  the  Morgan  Iron 
Works  in  New  York  City  in  1853.  The 
engine  builders  also  supplied  the  ship’s 
bell. 


The  hell  of  the  S.S.  Central  America  was 
discovered  in  1988  by  the  Columbus 
America  Discovery  Croup  and  was  subse¬ 
quently  retrieved  from  the  ocean  floor. 

At  the  end  of  the  S.S.  Sonora’s  service 
life  in  1868,  its  hell  was  donated  to  St. 
Matthew’s  Episcopal  Church  in  San 
Mateo,  California,  where  voyage  survivor 
Adeline  Easton  had  been  a  member.  From 


that  point  on  the  hell  was  known  as 
the  Easton  Bell,  and  was  hoisted  to 
the  church’s  bell  tower  in  1869,  and 
remained  there  until  the  earthquake 
of  1906. 

Sadly,  however,  in  1986  the 
hell  of  the  SS  Sonora  was  stolen 
from  its  relocated  home  in  the 
courtyard  of  the  church.  The 
crime  remains  unsolved  to  this 
day.  As  the  hell  should  he  simi¬ 
lar  to  that  recovered  from  the 
S.S.  Central  America,  it  would 
have  been  made  of  brass, 
weighed  275  pounds,  and  have 
the  inscription  “MORGAN 
IRON  WORKS-NEW  YORK- 185 3” 
around  the  top  of  the  hell,  and  thus 
making  it  very  unique  and  rare. 

On  behalf  of  St.  Matthew’s  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  I  am  pursuing  any  in¬ 
formation  leading  to  the  recovery  of 
their  sentimental  and  historically  pre¬ 
cious  artifact  from  a  defining  period 
in  California  history. 
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Lu>trou*.  1  904  Double  Eagle 

1904  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  sharply 
struck  w  ith  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre.  Not  a 
rarity,  hut  certainly  a  treat  to  the  eye!  2,495 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  yel¬ 
low  gold  lustre . 925 

1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 569 

1904  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  affordable  example 

tor  your  type  set.  Housed  in  a  first  generation 
PCGS  holder . 409 

1904-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  at¬ 
tractive . 895 

Mint  State  1905  Double  Eagle 
A  Condition  Rarity 

1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 

deep  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  splashes  of  rose 
toning.  This  is  very  sharply  struck.  Just 
58,910  circulation  strikes  were  minted,  the 
second  lowest  production  of  any  Liberty 
double  eagle  from  the  20th  century.  This  ex¬ 
ample  is  seldom  encountered  in  higher 
grades . 3,850 

Choice  Mint  State  1906  $20 


1906  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  a  gorgeous  ex¬ 
ample  with  sharp  design  features  and  rich 
yellow  gold  lustre.  A  very  scarce  issue  that  is 
seldom  found  above  MS-60  grade.  Just 
69,596  circulation  strikes  were  minted.  An 
extremely  important  opportunity  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 3,250 

1906  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
brilliant  orange-gold  lustre.  A  scarce  is¬ 
sue . 1,150 

Important  1906-D  $20 
First  Denver  Mint  Issue 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1906-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  stunning  Mint 
State  example  has  exceptional  surfaces  for 
the  grade  and  lovely  frosty  yellow  gold  lus¬ 
tre.  Flighly  attractive  and  truly  a  coin  the 
will  please  even  the  most  discriminating  of 
collectors.  A  condition  rarity  with  just  a 
ongle  finer  MS-65  example  certified  by 
P<  <  JS . 3,650 

"You  irt-  there!”  Here  is  what  the  Director  of  the 
Vltnr  said  .ihour  the  opening  of  this  facility: 

"( Coinage  operations  [commenced]  on  February 
I,  1906,  under  most  auspicious  circumstances,  hav¬ 
ing  thoroughly  modern  equipment  in  every  parr. 
Fxperts  .if  the  mint  service  from  Philadelphia,  New 


Orleans,  Washington,  and  San  Francisco  had  been 
detailed  at  Denver  for  months  previous,  engaged  in 
arranging  all  the  necessary  apparatus  required  for 
successful  operation. 

“The  building  is  practically  a  five-story  build¬ 
ing,  three  of  the  stories  being  above  the  street  level 
and  two  below.  In  the  lower  basement  are  installed 
the  boilers,  pumps,  fuel  economizer,  induced-draft 
apparatus,  air  compressors  for  the  artesian-well  air 
lift,  house-water  pumps  and  tanks  for  water  and  air 
under  compression,  motor-driven  telescopic  ash 
hoist,  and  supply  tanks  for  the  storage  of  20,000 
gallons  of  crude  oil  for  furnace  use.  The  boilers  are  of 
the  water-tube  type  and  are  fitted  with  Hawley 
down-draft  furnaces.  An  engine-driven  draft  fan 
induces  draft  through  a  Green  economizer  to  a  steel 
stack,  which  extends  through  a  stack  and  pipe  shaft 
to  about  1 5  feet  above  the  roof  of  the  building.  High 
and  low  pressure  steam  mains  are  run  in  the  boiler 
room,  the  low-pressure  mains  operating  the  auxilia¬ 
ries.  The  Webster  system  of  vacuum  pumps  is  used 
on  the  heating  system.  Two  compound  air  compres¬ 
sors  are  employed  to  force  the  water  to  a  storage  tank 
from  an  artesian  well  that  is  700  feet  deep.  The 
storage  tank  has  a  capacity  of  30,000  gallons  and  can 
he  pumped  full  in  about  four  hours’  time.  The  arte¬ 
sian  well  is  the  only  source  of  water  supply  for  the 
entire  building.” 

W ith  regard  to  presses:  “In  the  coining  room  are 
installed  three  coining  presses,  three  upsetting  or 
edge-rounding  machines  for  blanks,  and  a  complete 
scale  equipment  for  weighing  heavy  drafts  of  coins, 
together  with  counting  boards  and  bagging  equip¬ 
ment.  The  size  of  the  coining  room  is  such  that  twice 
the  number  of  machines  that  are  now  in  place  can  be 
installed  in  the  future.  This  fact  is  also  true  of  the 
rolling  and  cutting  room.” 

I906-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 
struck .  575 

Lustrous  1907  Liberty  Head  $20 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1907  Liberty  Head.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
example  of  the  final  year  of  issue  for  this  de¬ 


sign  type.  This  exceptional  example  has 
highly  lustrous  greenish  gold  lustre  with  con¬ 
siderable  aesthetic  appeal .  1,995 

1907  Liberty  Head.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

and  lustrous . 629 

1907  Liberty  Head.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
example  with  rich  yellow  gold  lustre.  In  an 
old  style  PCGS  holder .  409 

Choice  Mint  State  1907-S  $20 
1907-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
rich  yellow  gold  lustre.  Final  issue  ot  the  Lib¬ 
erty  double  eagle  series .  1,495 

Saint-Gaudens  DOUBLE 
Eagles 


Gorgeous  MCMVI1  High  Relief  $20 
MS-64  (PCGS)  Selected  for  Quality 
A  Famous  and  Beautiful  Rarity! 


1907  High  Relief.  Flat  Rim.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
A  lovely  specimen  with  rich  gold  surfaces, 
excellently  defined  details,  and  very  hand¬ 
some  overall  appearance.  A  selected  quality 
specimen  among  MS-64  coins  of  this  vari¬ 
ety . 19,950 


Society  of  California  Pioneers 


A  year  or  two  ago,  in  the  course  of  re¬ 
search  for  the  forthcoming  book,  A  Cali - 
fomia  Gold  Rush  History  Featuring  Treasure 
from  the  S.S.  Central  America,  we  con¬ 
tacted  the  Society  of  California  Pioneers 
(  300  Fourth  Street,  San  Francisco  CA 
94107-1272).  This  group  has  an  elite 
membership,  the  West  Coast  equivalent 
of  the  Descendants  of  the  Mayflower.  In 
order  to  belong  you  have  to  he  descended 
from  someone  who  arrived  in  California 
prior  to  January  1,  1850. 

In  any  event,  the  Society  was  in  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  transition.  We  sent  them  a  book 
for  their  library.  Then,  we  recently  re¬ 
ceived  this  letter  which  indicates  that  the 
Society  is  open  for  research  possibilities: 

Dear  Dave: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  the  book  the 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan,  and  for  your  letter 


about  your  earlier  inquiry  with  our  Society. 
We  were  barely  open  then,  and  now  that  1 
am  here,  I  make  sure  everyone  knows  we 
have  research  collections! 

The  book  is  about  ready  to  be  cataloged 
and  added  to  our  collection.  I  hope  your 
new  book  is  progressing  on  schedule. 
When  1  learn  more  I  will  investigate  the 
possibility  of  making  your  book,  A  Califor* 
nia  Gold  Rush  History  Featuring  Treasure 
from  the  S.S.  Central  America,  available  to 
our  members. 

Again,  thank  you  for  sending  the  book 
and  the  other  information  as  well.  I’ll  look 
forward  to  adding  your  upcoming  publica¬ 
tion  to  our  collection.  And,  hopefully  we 
will  be  able  to  assist  you  in  some  research 
efforts  in  the  future.  1  lope  your  Kellogg  N. 
Co.  “commemorative  restrikes:  are  doing 
well. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia  L.  Keats,  Library  Director 
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Tins  is  perhaps  America's  most  famous  20th-cen¬ 
tury  com  rarity,  a  variety  that  has  been  in  continual 
demand  ever  since  the  pieces  were  first  released  in 
December  1907. 

In  1905  President  Theodore  Roosevelt,  who  had 
recently  seen  some  ancient  Greek  coins  on  display  at 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  contemplated  improving 
the  artistry  of  American  coinage.  He  contacted  his 
acquaintance  Augustus  Saint -Gaudens,  America’s  best 
known  sculptor,  whose  residence-studio  was  in  Cor¬ 
nish,  NH,  close  by  the  Connecticut  River.  The  area 
was  an  artistic  community  and  had  attracted  a  number 
of  well-known  individuals  including  Winston  Churchill 
(whose  mansion,  Harlakenden,  was  the  most  famous 
private  home  in  the  district),  Maxfield  Parrish,  and  the 
principals  of  McKim  ik  White  (New  York  City  archi¬ 
tects).  Today,  the  area  is  still  attractive,  although 
artists  tend  to  be  less  visible.  J.D.  Salinger,  the  fiction 
writer,  lives  nearby  but  does  not  grant  interviews. 

Returning  to  the  scene  of  90  or  more  years  ago, 
Saint-Gaudens  accepted  the  commission  for  a  payment 
of  $5,000.  He  was  to  redesign  the  entire  American 
coinage  from  the  cent  to  the  $20  gold.  The  idea  was 
viewed  as  daring  and  iconoclastic  by  many,  particularly 
those  within  the  Engraving  Department  at  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint,  traditionally  the  place  where  new  coinage 
designs  had  been  created.  In  particular.  Chief  Engraver 
Charles  E.  Barber,  whose  1892  dime,  quarter,  and  half 
dollar  had  met  with  universally  poor  reviews,  took  great 
personal  offense.  His  prerogative  was  being  encroached 
upon,  and  what  right  did  a  sculptor  from  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  no  matter  how  famous  he  might  be,  have  to 
intrude  upon  the  business  of  making  coin  designs? 

Undaunted  by  criticism  at  the  Mint,  Roosevelt 
continued  with  the  project.  Saint-Gaudens  prepared 
sketches  of  various  coins  (today  these  are  preserved  at 
Dartmouth  College  in  Hanover,  NH).  Unfortunately, 
this  anticipated  great  moment  in  American  numismat¬ 
ics  was  marred  by  the  declining  health  of  the  artist,  who 
had  contracted  cancer.  By  late  1906  and  early  1907, 
sketches  had  been  prepared  for  the  $10  and  $20  de¬ 
nominations.  Saint-Gaudens  died  on  August  3,  1907, 
after  which  his  assistant,  Henry  Hering,  carried  on  the 
work  of  finalizing  the  motifs. 

In  the  autumn,  the  $10  piece  with  Miss  Liberty 
depicted  in  an  Indian  headdress,  was  released  to  great 
numismatic  and  public  approbation.  Problems  devel¬ 
oped  with  the  $20  piece — similar  to  the  coin  offered 
here — as  the  high  relief  of  the  piece,  intended  by  Saint- 
Gaudens  to  give  a  sculptured  effect  somewhat  like  the 
ancient  Greek  coins  that  Roosevelt  had  admired,  pre¬ 
sented  great  problems  in  striking.  High-speed  produc¬ 
tion  presses  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  simply  could  not 
bring  the  higher  parts  of  the  design  up  into  the  proper 
relief  with  one  quick  pass  through  the  press. 

Chief  Engraver  Barber  remonstrated  that  the  en¬ 
tire  idea  was  impractical,  and  that  coinage  could  not  be 
accomplished.  Roosevelt,  who  by  that  time  referred  to 
the  matter  as  his  “private  war”  with  the  Mint,  didn’t 
care,  and  stated  that  if  only  one  coin  per  day  could  be 
struck,  so  be  it.  Coinage  was  to  commence! 

As  it  turned  out,  coins  were  struck  much  faster 
than  that,  but  each  coin  still  required  three  blows  of  the 
press  to  bring  up  the  relief  properly.  Accordingly,  after 
1 1 ,250  pieces  were  struck,  primarily  as  an  accommoda¬ 
tion  to  Roosevelt,  the  design  was  modified  and  the 
relief  was  lowered.  An  artistic  touch  by  Saint-Gaudens, 
the  plac  ingof  the  date  in  Roman  numerals  as  MCM  VI 1 , 
was  abandoned,  and  the  standard  1907  date  was  uti¬ 
lized. 

Thus,  the  11,250  High  Relief  MCMV1I  pieces 
were  isolated  as  the  only  coins  of  their  design.  From  the 
outset,  the  coins  were  wildly  popular,  and  when  they 
were  released  into  circulation  in  December  1907,  the 
public  scrambled  to  buy  them  from  banks.  Alert  tellers 
recognized  an  opportunity  when  they  saw  it,  and  before 
long  such  pieces  were  selling  for  $22  to  $30  each,  a  nice 
profit  for  little  work.  In  time,  the  novelty  faded — as  it 


always  di  >es  when  new  coins  are  released-  and  many  of 
the  pieces  were  placed  back  into  circulation.  Today,  of 
the  1 1,250  struck,  perhaps  half  that  number  survive 
(just  a  guess). 


Choice  MCM VI 1  (1907)  High  Relief  $20 


MCM VI I  (1907)  High  Relief.  Wire  Rim.  A 
lovely  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  speci¬ 
men,  warm  yellow  orange-gold  surfaces,  of 
this  famous  coin.  If  you  don’t  own  one  now, 
and  this  piece  is  within  your  budget,  go  for  it! 
The  piece  is  very  attractive,  and  we  know  it 
will  become  a  much  admired  treasure  and 


personal  possession .  14,950 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 
with  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre .  569 


Mint  State  1909/8  Double  Eagle 

1909/8  MS-61  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  light 
yellow  gold.  The  overdate  features  are  espe¬ 
cially  bold.  An  outstanding  example  of  this 
fairly  scarce  and  infinitely  interesting  vari¬ 
ety . 1,695 

1910  MS-64  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality  for 

the  grade  with  brilliant  and  rich  yellow  gold 
lustre .  1,350 

1911  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  sat¬ 
iny  yellow  gold  lustre . 695 

191 3-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rich  yellow  gold  lus¬ 
tre  with  exceptional  eye  appeal . 875 

1922- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold  with 

virtually  complete  lustre.  Very  scarce  despite 
a  high  mintage . 939 

Gem  192 3-D  Double  Eagle 

1923- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
highly  lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces.  ..  2,595 

Gem  Mint  State  1924  Double  Eagle 

1924  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  gem 
with  rich  gold  lustre  and  sharp  design 
features.  An  excellent  opportunity  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  superb  example  of  this  popular 
type . 2,475 

1924  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  lustre 
with  splashes  of  coppery  orange  toning.  595 


Call  To  Order 

800-222-5993 


Choice  Mini  State  1924-D  $20 


1924-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
brilliant  yellow  gold  surfaces.  An  important 
opportunity  for  the  specialist .  5,250 


Impressive  1925  Double  Eagle 
1925  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  bril¬ 
liant .  2,195 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  sat¬ 
iny  light  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,195 

1925  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  yellow 

gold  lustre . 975 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 

brilliant . 975 


1927  MS-66  (NGC).  This  is  an  amazing  gem 
quality  example  with  sharp  design  features 
and  fully  brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre.  Not  at 
all  a  rare  date,  hut  at  the  MS-66  level  it  is 
in  the  top  1%  or  2%  of  survivors . 2,195 


Exceptional  Superb  Gem  1927  $20 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1927  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  candidate 
for  your  date  or  type  collection,  with  brilliant 
yellow  lustre  and  exceptional  surfaces.  2,375 

1927  MS-65  (NGC).  An  outstanding  example 

with  rich  yellow  gold  lustre . 975 

1 928  MS-65  (NG(  ).  1  lighly  attractive  and  lus- 

trous . 975 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 
with  satiny  light  yellow  gold  lustre .  499 
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by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Question 
&  Answer 
Forum 


QI  like  the  1805  quarter 
dollar  I  received  very 
much.  This  is  the  type  of 
material  that  elsewhere  one  often 
sees  waxed,  buffed,  and  even  simo- 
nized  when  a  purchase  is  made.  Hap¬ 
pily,  this  was  NOT  the  case  when  I 
acquired  this  lovely  1805  from  your 
firm.  Of  course,  1  expected  quality 
from  you. 

I  see  a  great  many  counterfeit 
brothel  tokens  offered  for  sale  on  the 
Internet.  I  sure  would  like  to  see  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries  offer  real 
ones  in  one  of  your  forthcoming  cata¬ 
logues,  as  I  know  that  anything 
bought  from  you  would  be  absolutely 
genuine.  Would  you  recommend  a  list 
of  such  tokens  that  might  be  interest¬ 
ing  to  own?  I’m  not  looking  to  own  all 
of  the  rarest — just  simply  several 
scarce  pieces  that  would  upgrade  a 
general  collection  of  United  States  to¬ 
kens.  — JMC 

A  Thank  you  for  your  nice 
words.  I  am  not  aware  of  even 
a  single  original  brothel  token 
issued  by  an  American  house  of  ill  repute 
before,  say,  1950.  Such  pieces  do  exist, 
however,  for  French  houses  of  ill  repute. 

A  few  decades  ago  a 
number  of  “numismatic  en¬ 
trepreneurs”  (right  term?) 
decided  to  create  from 
scratch  a  bunch  of  these, 
and  created  such  pieces 
typically  bearing  the  names 
of  Wild  West  towns  on  one 
side  and  a  suggested  descrip¬ 
tion  such  as  “good  for  one 
screw”  or  “good  for  one 
night,”  etc.,  on  the  back. 


These  have  been  sold  as  souvenirs. 
I  recall  circa  1973  visiting  a  tourist 
place  in  Central  City,  Colorado,  to 
the  west  of  Denver  in  what  used  to  be 
a  very  active  mining  town.  In  a  dish 
on  the  counter  were  quite  a  few  differ¬ 


ent  varieties  of  such  modern  tokens, 
of  course  not  identified  as  such,  and 
priced  at  $2  each. 

My  suggestion  is  to  purchase 
whatever  you  want  from  other 
sources  (we  do  not 
stock  these),  but  con¬ 
sider  them  to  be  fanta¬ 
sies  from  modern  times. 
They  seem  to  have  an 
active  market,  and 
many  dealers  in  tokens 
offer  them  for  what 
they  are.  By  the  way,  it 
you  do  not  presently 
belong  to  the  Token 
and  Medal  Society,  you 


might  want  to  join — a  good  invest¬ 
ment.  The  address  is  9230  S.W.  59 
Street,  Miami,  Florida  33173. 

QI  am  prompted  to  send  you 
this  short  note  about  a  con¬ 
cern  of  mine  with  regard  to 
United  States  coppers.  1  notice  the 
increasing  frequency  (at  least  it 
seems  to  me)  of  third-party  graded 
“MS-65  Red”  coppers  advertised  for 
sale  in  the  numismatic  press.  I  know 
how  reactive  copper  surfaces  are, 
and  I  would  hazard  a  guess  that  it  is 
highly  unlikely  that  all  these  “red” 
coppers  have  original  surfaces.  Yet 
they  are  able  to  pass  “muster”  at  the 


grading  services,  services  that  sup¬ 
posedly  can  “catch”  artificially  toned 
surfaces  on  coins.  Has  there  been 
some  advance  lately  in  the  “art”  of 
cleaning  copper  coins? 

I  have  heard  (“it  through  the 
grapevine” — 1  live  in  California  of 
course)  from  several  dealers  at  the 
Long  Beach  show  that  it  is  now  “easy” 
to  get  red  coppers.  My  concern  is,  how 
long  will  these  red  coppers  STAY  red, 
even  in  their  plastic  coffins?  That’s 
why  I  feel  more  comfortable  in  buying 
red-brown  coppers  rather  than  red. 
Might  this  he  a  subject  for  you  in  a  fu¬ 
ture  article? 

By  the  way,  even  though  I  have 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  any  aspect 
of  American  numis' 
matics .  All  will  be 
answered  privately  by 
Dave  Bowers  and  our 
staff,  and  selected 
questions  will  be 
used  in  this  column . 
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Question  and  Answer  forum  by  q.  David  Bowers 


one  of  the  “special”  California  Gold 
Rush  hooks  coming  via  an  ingot  pur¬ 
chase,  I  have  ordered  a  regular  issue 
copy  also.  In  addition,  1  took  up  your 
offer  for  the  History  of  United  States 
Coinage  at  the  reduced  price.  If  you 
ever  get  to  one  of  the  California 
shows,  1  would  like  to  meet  you  per¬ 
sonally.  — M.F. 

A  Thank  you  for  your  note  and, 
of  course,  for  your  friendship 
and  business.  Concerning 
“MS-65  RD”  I  think  there  is  no  rule 
about  “original”  vs.  recolored,  and  I  am 
not  sure  that  the  difference  can  he  as¬ 
certained  in  all  instances. 

Among  certified  coins  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  services,  it  seems  that  “mistakes,” 
obviously  retoned  coins,  etc.,  tend  to 
“stay”  in  their  holders.  This  is  why  we 
spend  a  lot  of  time  cherry-picking  for 
quality.  As  1  have  written  many  times, 


one  number  does  not  fit  all.  And, 
among  copper  coins,  you  could  take 
20  “MS-65”  certified  large  cents,  with 
“RD”  surfaces,  and  there  are  some  I 
would  not  buy  at  all  (unless  at  an  “EF" 
or  “AU”  price),  and  others  which  are 
true  gems. 

Two  of  my  clients,  Dr.  T.L.  and 
S.B.,  have  commented  on  “curious” 
situations,  which  reflect  what  is  hap¬ 
pening  in  the  marketplace.  Dr.  L.  is  a 
consummate  specialist  in  gem  Flying 
Eagle  and  Indian  cents,  and  he  has 
been  comparing  photographs,  includ¬ 
ing  Internet  images,  and  has  noted 
“changes,”  including  one  Indian  cent 
that  was  certified  as  MS-63  RB  (red 
and  brown)  but  now  is  certified  as  MS- 
65  RD.  Dr.  L.  said  that  while  the  color 
of  a  copper  coin  might  change,  distin¬ 
guishing  surface  marks  do  not,  and 
these  enabled  the  matching. 

S.B.  stated  that  for  years  he  had 


been  looking  for  a  true  original  full  mint 
red  1926-S  MS-65  cent,  but  had  never 
seen  one.  Recently,  some  of  the  same 
pieces  he  had  inspected  earlier  with  red 
and  brown  surfaces  have  “become”  gem 
red  MS-65. 

Now,  I  read  that  a  commercial  ser¬ 
vice  has  been  set  up,  which  the  ANA 
has  endorsed  and  made  “official"  via  a 
transaction  worth  tens  of  thousands  of 
dollars  to  the  ANA,  whereby  certain 
coins  can  be  “improved.”  And,  no 
doubt,  many  coins  will  be  improved. 

1  think  the  conclusion  of  this  is  the 
recurring  theme,  often  voiced  here  and 
also  when  old-time  numismatists  gather, 
that  certification  services  are  just  the 
BEGINNING  for  the  evaluation  of  a 
coin. 

By  the  way,  this  situation  is  not  a  prob¬ 
lem  for  either  Dr.  T.L.  or  S.B.,  as  each  has 
studied  his  specialty,  and  knows  the  good 
from  the  had  from  the  indifferent. 


Want  List  Service 

1 


Let  us  find  for  you  the  coins  you  want,  in 
the  grades  you  want,  and  at  the  prices  that 
will  be  a  good  value  for  you. 

We  invite  you  to  send  us  your  list  of  important,  hard- 
to-find  coins  you  are  seeking  in  the  price  range  of  $250 
and  up.  Just  copy  this  page,  complete  the  form  and  send 
it  to  us  by  mail  or  fax.  Use  extra  paper  if  needed!  Or  go 
to  www.bowersandmerena.com  and  complete  an  elec¬ 
tronic  submission  form. 

Bowers  and  Merena  will  be  your  eyes  and  ears  on  the 
convention  bourse  floor,  in  our  office  when  old-time 
collections  come  through  our  doors,  and  in  communica¬ 
tions  with  dealers  and  collectors  all  over  the  country. 

Our  prices  are  excellent  values  for  the  quality  you 
receive.  Our  coins  are  chosen  specifically  for  their 
aesthetic  appeal  in  combination  with  their  technical 
grades.  PLUS,  each  is  priced  to  be  a  good  value  for  you. 
Each  and  every  purchase  you  make  comes  with  our 
guarantee  of  satisfaction. 


Name 


Today’s  Date 

Street _ 

City _ 


Customer#  (if  known) 


State 


I  prefer  to  be  contacted:  J  By  Phone# _ 

LI  By  Fax# _  J  By  E-Mail 


Zip 

J  By  Mail 


Grading  Service  Preference  (If  Any)  _ 

Date  Denomination /Variety 


Grade  or  Grade  Range 
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Commemorative 


U.S.  Coins 


Commemorative 
Silver  coins 

We  continue  to  be  busy  buying  comment- 
oratives!  We  firmly  believe  that  nearly  all  of  the 
early  1892-1954  issues  are  incredibly  inexpensive 
in  today’s  marketplace — in  many  instances  selling 
for  less  than  they  did  decades  ago! 

We  have  always  liked  commemoratives,  and 
consider  them  to  be  among  the  most  fascinating 
of  all  American  series,  particularly  the  coins  of  the 
“classic”  era  1892-1954.  The  fact  that  the  market 
has  been  slow  and  quiet  in  recent  times  seems  to  us 
to  signal  an  opportunity,  and  we’ve  been  writing 
checks  whenever  an  opportunity  arises. 

The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
unhesitatingly  states  that  among  American 
coins,  few  it  any  issues  can  match 
commemoratives  for  their  historical  significance. 
Beyond  this  aspect,  the  series  is  laden  with  low 
mintages.  Some  issues  in  beautiful  Mint  State, 
with  mintages  of  less  than  10,000  pieces,  can  be 
purchased  for  under  $100  per  coin,  sometimes 
well  under — certain  pieces  from  the  Booker  T. 
Washington  and  Carver-Washington  series  are 
prime  examples. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have 
come  to  the  right  place  and,  in  our  opinion  at  the 
right  time.  If  you  don’t  have  anything  special  in 
mind,  we  suggest  starting  a  basic  type  set  which 
consists  of  48  different  designs  of  half  dollars  plus 
the  1893  Isabella  quarter  and  1900  Lafayette 
dollar,  for  a  grand  total  of  50  coins.  Our  inven¬ 
tory  offers  the  majority  of  the  issues  for  your 
selection,  the  half  dollars  in  alphabetical  order 
(more  or  less),  following  numismatic  tradition. 

And,  our  “Eagle”  albums  are  the  ideal  way  to 
store  and  display  your  commemoratives  at  the 
same  rime! 

Commemorative  coinage  references: 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia.  By  Q.  David  Bowers.  A  one- 
of-a-kind  resource.  Multiple  pages  on  every  classic 
commemorative  coin  and  previously  unpublished  in¬ 
formation  about  rarity,  market  analysis,  etc.!  768  pages, 
illustrated  Soft  bound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308.  List 
$39.95  before  your  discount.  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BBM- 30S, i  l  ist  $49.95  before  your  discount. 


Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver  &  Qold  Commemora¬ 
tive  Coins  1892-1989.  By  Anthony  Swiatek  and 
Walter  Breen.  An  updated  version  of  this  well-known 
and  highly  regarded  classic.  386  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSW-742.  List  $29.95,  before 
your  discount. 

A  Basic  Quide  to  United  States  Commemorative 
Coins.  By  Michael  J.  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers.  A 
fact-filled  action  guide  to  commemorative  coins.  165 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-309.  List 
$14-95,  before  your  discount. 

Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading  in  Certified 
Commemoratives.  By  Harry  Laibstain.  A  guide  to  mar¬ 
ket  availability  of  various  issues  in  various  grades. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-851A.  List  $50,  before 
your  discount. 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is 
a  delightful  example  with  brilliant,  satiny 
white  lustre.  Sharply  struck  with  a  high  de¬ 
gree  of  eye  appeal .  1,165 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  a  trace  of  toning  and  slightly  re¬ 
flective  surfaces . 809 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant 
and  sharply  struck  with  satiny  lustre  and  con¬ 
siderable  aesthetic  appeal .  765 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lovely 

example  with  brilliant  silver  lustre .  719 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Ex¬ 
tremely  nice  with  pale  silvery  gray  surfaces 

and  light  peripheral  toning .  595 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  pleas¬ 
ing  example  with  natural  light  gray  surfaces 

and  considerable  lustre .  569 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-55.  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  light  silver  lustre . 475 

Lovely  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  spec¬ 
tacular  example  with  fully  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces  and  a  trace  of  faint  heather 
toning.  A  popular  commemorative  issue  ac¬ 
tually  struck  in  December  1899.  Regardless  of 
which  year  began  the  20th  century,  this  is 
truly  one  of  few  19th-century  commemora¬ 
tive  issues .  .  1,550 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  AU-55  (NGC).  Lus¬ 
trous  light  gray  with  iridescent  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 495 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril 
liant  with  light  gold  toning.  One  of  the  key 


issues  in  the  series.  Cheaper  today  than  it  was 
during  the  market  high  of  1989!  Might  this 
situation  translate  to  your  advantage  if  you 

need  one  for  your  collection? . 850 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  ex¬ 
ceptional  example  of  this  issue  with  brilliant, 

frosty  lustre . 850 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully 
brilliant  with  satiny  white  lustre  and  lovely 

iridescent  toning .  509 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-62  (NGC).  Excep¬ 
tional  quality  for  the  grade  with  natural  light 

gray  lustre  and  iridescent  toning .  379 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Gold 
and  gray  toning  over  pleasing  free  sur¬ 
faces . 239 

1921  Alabama.  2x2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  bril¬ 
liant  example  with  satiny  white  lustre  and 

very  faint  champagne  toning .  1,050 

1921  Alabama.  2x2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  minor  abrasions,  consistent  with 

the  grade .  1,050 

1936  Albany.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant 
example  with  exceptional  eye  appeal. ..  359 

1936  Albany.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

and  sharply  struck . 259 

1937  Antietam.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  excep¬ 

tional  gem  with  satiny  white  lustre  and  faint 
champagne  toning.  Extremely  sharply 
struck . 875 

1937  Antietam.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  with  satiny  white  lustre  and 
hints  of  gold  toning .  775 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  satiny  lustre . 99 

1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Outstanding 
quality  with  frosty  white  lustre  and  a  trace  of 
toning  at  the  lower  obverse  rim .  279 

1935- S  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  gem  has 

fully  brilliant  silver  lustre .  279 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny 

lustre  and  considerable  eye  appeal .  169 

1936- D  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  and 

lustrous  with  light  iridescent  toning .  259 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-64  (Pi  GS).  Brilliant  and 
attractive .  109 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  attractive 

example  with  full  brilliance . l)5 

1 9 3 7- S  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharpls 

struck  with  frosty  silver  lustre .  1 15 
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19  38  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned 
over  lustrous  surfaces.  A  scarce  variety  for  the 

specialist . 725 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
example  with  light  toning .  175 

1934  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  sat¬ 
iny  lustre  and  light  amher  toning .  109 

1935  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  lustrous  white  surfaces .  109 

1935-D  Boone  with  small  1934.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  An  exceptional  example  for  the 
grade  with  smooth,  satiny  white  lustre.  529 
1935-S  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  stunning  ex¬ 
ample  with  subliminal  champagne  toning 
over  satiny,  slightly  prooflike  surfaces.  .  145 

1935- S  Boone  with  small  1934.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Satiny  champagne  surfaces.  A 
lovely  gem  example  of  this  scarce  variety. 
Only  2,000  were  distributed!  We  ask  you: 
Isn’t  it  amazing  that  such  a  rare  coin,  and  in 
gem  condition,  can  he  bought  from  us  for 
just: . 875 

1936  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Absolutely  full 

silver  brilliance  with  considerable  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal.  A  superb  gem  that  is  sure  to 
please . 299 

1936  Boone.  MS-64  ( PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
with  brilliant,  satiny  lustre .  109 

1936- S  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Outstanding 

quality  with  full  silver  brilliance .  145 

1938  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonder¬ 
ful  example  with  satiny  white  lustre . 419 

Superb  Gem  1938-D  Boone 
1938-D  Boone.  MS-67  (NGC).  This  is  an  ab¬ 
solutely  stunning  gem  with  satiny  white  lus¬ 
tre.  Fully  brilliant.  One  of  only  2,100 

distributed! .  1,950 

1938-D  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces  with  amher  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 845 

1938-D  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem 

with  exceptional  eye  appeal .  549 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  attrac¬ 
tive  with  sharp  design  features  and  fully  bril¬ 
liant  lustre . 419 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an 
outstanding  gem  with  fully  brilliant,  frosty 

lustre . ............ . 635 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  bril¬ 
liant  with  attractive  peripheral  gold  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is 
fully  brilliant.  A  delightful  gem  quality  ex¬ 
ample .  235 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

white  lustre  with  choice  surfaces .  169 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  attractive 

example  with  brilliant  silver  lustre .  149 

1925-S  California.  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  lovely 
gem  has  brilliant  satin  lustre  with  excep¬ 
tional  aesthetic  appeal.  Seldom  are  examples 

of  this  issue  so  attractive .  1,050 

1925-S  California.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  a 
delightful  example  of  the  issue  with  brilliant, 


satiny  lustre  and  faint  lilac  toning  along  the 

upper  obverse  border .  335 

1925-S  California.  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  attrac¬ 
tive  example  with  bright  silvery  gray  sur¬ 
faces .  145 


Set  Registry™  Quality 

1951  -S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Brilliant .  179 

1952-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 59 

1952- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Brilliant .  159 

1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 25 

1953- D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 59 

1953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Brilliant .  119 

1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  1  19 

1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 45 

1954- D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 45 

1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 35 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  wonderful 
example  of  this  issue  with  faint  traces  of  am¬ 
ber  toning  over  satiny  white  lustre .  345 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  toning  on  problem  free  surfaces.  709 
1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  frosty  white  lustre.  Slightly  reflec¬ 
tive  obverse  fields . 365 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Faint 
champagne  toning  subdues  soft  frosty  white 

lustre . 345 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  As  expected,  the  surfaces  of  this 

beautiful  coin  are  nearly  perfect .  759 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fully  bril¬ 
liant  gem  with  outstanding  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal . 235 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  79 
1936  Columbia.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive 

quality  with  satiny  lustre .  225 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
example  with  satin  lustre  and  ivory  ton¬ 
ing . 345 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

with  faint  toning .  255 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Outstanding 

quality  with  fully  brilliant  lustre .  225 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  a  gor¬ 
geous  example  with  soft,  frosty  lustre.  The 
obverse  is  brilliant  at  the  center,  gradually 
changing  to  pale  gold,  russet,  and  light  blue. 
The  reverse  is  quite  similar,  however,  darker 

in  appearance .  225 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  with  satiny 
lustre .  595 


1935  Connecticut.  MS-64  (PC X  >S)  Light  golden 
brown  toning  subdues  the  satiny  lustre.  The* 
reverse  is  lighter  with  ivory  lustre .  345 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  soft,  frosty  white  lustre .  345 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65  (IX  GS).  Very  light  gold 

“tab’  toning  on  the  obverse  with  brilliant 
reverse .  395 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  outstanding  aesthetic  appeal .  395 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  ex 

ample .  309 

1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
example  with  attractive  satin  lustre  and  a 
trace  of  very  light  champagne  toning. ..  499 
1936  Elgin.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
wisps  of  iridescent  toning  on  the  reverse.  An 

outstanding  gem . 255 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
with  sarin  lustre  and  subliminal  toning.  219 
1936  Gettysburg.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  stunning 
gem  with  ivory  lustre  and  peripheral  gold 

toning . 785 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  satiny 
gem  has  sharp  design  elements  and  full  lustre. 

An  exceptional  example . 699 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  gold  and  iridescent  toning  over 

frosty  lustre . 425 

1922  Grant  Plain.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant 

with  satiny  white  lustre .  1,095 

1922  Grant  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden 
rose  toning  over  satiny  lustre.  This  lovely 
example  is  sure  to  please .  3 1  5 

Lustrous  1922  Grant  Star  Half  Dollar 
1922  Grant  Star.  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  choice 
example  has  brilliant,  satiny  lustre  with  ex¬ 
ceptional  eye  appeal.  Seldom  encountered 

and  always  in  demand .  1 ,750 

1922  Grant  Star.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 
satiny  surfaces  and  splashes  of  steel  blue  ton¬ 
ing  on  the  reverse .  1 ,295 


Choice  1928  Hawaiian  Half  Dollar 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64  (IX  X  IS).  An  outstand 
ing  example  of  this  scarce  and  popular  issue. 
Highly  lustrous  with  satiny  surfaces  and  at¬ 
tractive  golden  toning.  Hawaiian  half  dollars, 
in  all  grades,  have  recently  enjoyed  increas 

ing  demand .  3,050 

1935  Hudson.  MS-64  (IX  X  I S >  A  brilliant  c\ 
ample  with  exceptional  eye  appeal  Just  a 
trace  of  toning  is  visible .  795 
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1924  Huguenot.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  with  considerable  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal.  We  are  sure  you  will  he  delighted.  509 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant 

example .  245 

1946  Iowa.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

outstanding  silvery  white  lustre .  379 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Attractive .  149 

1946  Iowa.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1925  Lexington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  an 

attractive  gem  with  satiny  white  lustre.  Very 
sharply  struck  and  sure  to  please . 699 

1925  Lexington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example,  sharply  struck  and  with  brilliant 

lustre .  199 

1925  Lexington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  pleasing 
example  with  attractive  light  gold  toning 

over  satiny  lustre .  199 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Choice  sur¬ 
faces  with  satiny  lustre.  The  fields  are  reflec¬ 
tive .  115 

1925  Lexington.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

satiny  lustre . 99 

1918  Lincoln.  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  splendid 
gem  has  brilliant  lustre  with  very  light  golden 

brown  toning . 509 

1918  Lincoln.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

toning .  199 

1918  Lincoln.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
with  a  splash  of  toning  on  the  obverse.  199 
1918  Lincoln.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  and 

attractive  example .  199 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  bril¬ 
liant  with  splashes  of  iridescent  lustre. .  455 
1936  Long  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  excellent  eye  appeal .  129 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant 

example  with  light  amber  toning . 245 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  outstanding  aesthetic  appeal .  235 

1920  Maine.  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  spec¬ 
tacular  gem  with  natural  light  gold  toning 

over  satiny  lustre .  1,275 

1920  Maine.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant 
example  with  frosty  lustre  and  lots  of  eye 

appeal.  Faint  champagne  toning .  525 

1920  Maine  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 295 

1920  Maine.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
with  considerable  eye  appeal . 295 

1920  Maine.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
with  satiny  lustre  beneath  light  heather  .  295 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  with  exceptional  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal.  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  silver  lustre. 
We  find  this  example  to  be  much  more 

sharply  struck  than  usual .  350 

1934  Maryland.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
sharp  with  silver  lustre .  205 

Lovely  Toned  1921  Missouri  Half  Dollar 

1921  Missouri.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  for  the  grade  with  deep  golden 


brown  toning  over  satiny  lustre .  1,695 

1921  Missouri.  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  a  de¬ 
lightful  example  with  brilliant  lustre  and  a 
trace  of  iridescent  toning  at  lower  obverse. 
We  are  certain  that  you  will  be  pleased  with 
this  addition  to  your  collection.  Call  today 
for  this  may  be  gone  tomorrow . 865 

Choice  1921  Missouri  2X4Half  Dollar 
1921  Missouri  2X4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  ex¬ 
ceptional  example  with  gorgeous  light  gold 

toning  over  satiny  lustre .  1 ,995 

1921  Missouri  2X4.  MS-60  (ANACS).  This 
Mint  State  example  is  fully  brilliant  with  sat¬ 
iny  lustre  and  a  few  faint  hairlines.  A  won¬ 
derful  combination  of  grade  and  price. .  595 
1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  for  the  grade  (if  there  is  such  a 
thing  among  Monroe  half  dollars).  This  is  as 
sharp  as  we  have  seen  with  choice  surfaces 

and  frosty  white  lustre . 485 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

attractive .  175 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  frosty  white  lustre . 419 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  satiny  lustre  and  light  champagne 

toning.  Slightly  prooflike  character . 419 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Slight  golden 
toning  on  the  obverse  rims.  Exceptional  lus¬ 
tre  and  immaculate  surfaces . 595 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS)  Brilliant.  515 
1936  Norfolk.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful 
example  with  satiny  lustre.  This  issue  has  a 
very  intricate  design,  and  is  usually  found  in 

higher  grades . 495 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  satiny  white  lustre . 450 

1926  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  lustre  and  sharp  design  el¬ 
ements .  165 

1928  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  a  lovely 
gem  example  with  fully  brilliant  silver  lus¬ 
tre . 295 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem 
example  with  frosty  ivory  lustre .  795 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  attrac¬ 
tive  with  frosty  white  lustre . 325 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 

ing  example  with  satiny  lustre  and  wisps  of 
very  pale  gold  toning .  215 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  choice  ex¬ 
ample  has  fully  brilliant  satin  lustre  with  ex¬ 
ceptional  aesthetic  appeal .  165 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  delightful 
superb  gem  example  with  satiny  lustre  over 

sharp  design  features .  585 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  a 
wonderful  gem  example  with  frosty  white 

lustre . 219 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  Housed  in  a  first  generation  PCGS 
holder .  199 


1938- D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 

ample  of  this  issue  with  satiny  white  lustre 
and  faint  gold  toning . 245 

1939- D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  frosty 

example  has  outstanding  eye  appeal.  We  are 
certain  you  will  be  delighted .  519 

1939-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  the  final  Oregon  commemorative 
half  dollar.  This  example  has  satiny  lustre 
with  splashes  and  wisps  of  very  light  gold 
toning . 635 

Choice  191 5-S  Panama-Pacific  Half  Dollar 
191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Lightly  toned.  A  very  attractive  and  very 
choice  specimen  of  this  highly  important  is¬ 
sue  .  1,350 

191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 
choice  example  with  moderate  iridescent 

toning . 725 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
with  satiny  lustre  and  pristine  surfaces.  159 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  delightful  ex¬ 

ample  with  satiny  white  lustre  and  hints  of 
iridescent  toning . 95 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Just  a  wisp  of 

light  golden  toning.  Excellent  lustre  and  few 
marks .  775 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (NGC).  A  delightful  ex¬ 
ample  with  frosty  silver  lustre .  175 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  won¬ 
derful  gem  with  fully  brilliant  lustre  and  wisps 

of  light  gold  toning .  525 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant 
example  with  considerable  eye  appeal. .  239 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  a  hint  of  golden  rose  toning.  1 1 5 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully 
brilliant.  This  is  a  lovely  gem  example  for  the 

connoisseur . 275 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
gem  example  with  brilliant  lustre  and  faint 
toning . 325 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Vibrant  gold 

toning  provides  plenty  of  eye  appeal.  Full 
satiny  lustre  shines  through.  This  is  one  of 
our  favorites  among  a  recent  large  com¬ 
memorative  acquisition.  If  you  are  a  connois¬ 
seur  of  attractively  toned  coins,  you  will  love 
this  one . 259 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 

gem  with  frosty  white  lustre .  259 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant,  satiny  lustre.  249 
1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

satiny  white  lustre .  249 

1936  Robinson.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem 

with  very  light  peripheral  toning .  1,025 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous  with  faint  splashes  of  gold 

toning .  145 

1 9 3 5-S  San  Diego.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  frosty .  119 
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1 9  36- D  San  Diego.  MS-65  (PGGS).  Exceptional 

frosty  white  lustre .  125 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  fully  bril¬ 
liant  example . 89 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64  (PGGS). 
Sharply  struck  with  satiny  lustre.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  example  from  an  issue  that  is  generally 

found  with  less  eye  appeal . 655 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64  (NGC).  This 
lovely  example  is  quite  sharply  struck  and  has 

brilliant  prooflike  silver  lustre . 655 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
A  lovely  gem  example  of  one  of  the  key  issues 
needed  to  complete  a  set  of  commemorative 
types  of  the  “classic”  era  1892-1954-  .  1,225 
1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant, 
choice,  and  thoroughly  appealing.  Always  in 

great  demand .  1,085 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fully 
lustrous  gem  with  light  golden  toning. .  239 
1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 75 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A 
brilliant  example  with  virtually  complete 

lustre . 49 

1934  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous 
with  light  gold  tpning .  175 

1934  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

satiny  lustre .  1 19 

1935  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
gem  example  with  fully  brilliant  lustre.  265 

1935-0  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  wonderful 
satin  gem  with  faint  heather  toning.  The 
fields  are  slightly  prooflike .  265 

1935- D  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
with  satiny  obverse  and  frosty  reverse.  .  1 89 

1936  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  desirable  gem 

example  with  satiny  white  lustre  and  faint 
amber  toning . 245 

1936- S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces .  245 

1937  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous 

with  brilliant  white  surfaces .  189 

1937  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Outstanding  qual¬ 
ity  with  fully  brilliant  white  lustre .  125 

1938  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem 
with  faint  toning  over  brilliant  lustre. ..  525 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Exceptional 

quality  with  satirty  brilliance .  595 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Virtually  gem 
quality.  Lovely  with  satiny  white  lustre.  309 
1938-D  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  delightful 

example  with  fully  brilliant  lustre .  295 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces .  595 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  a  wisp  of  pale  gold  toning.  419 
1925  Vancouver.  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  an  ex¬ 
tremely  attractive  example  with  delightful  iri¬ 
descent  toning  over  satiny  white  lustre.  435 

Time  for  a  Break! 

A  Little  Bit  of  History 

fiommemoratives  are  endlessly  interesting,  and 


each  one  has  its  story.  This  is  the  story  of  the  Vancouver 
half  dollar,  as  written  hy  Dave  Bowers.  If  the  Rare  t  .'((in 
Review  were  500  to  1 ,000  pages  per  issue,  we  could  put 
a  lot  of  stories  in,  hut  for  the  present  issue  this  will 
suffice.  Our  point  is  that  commemoratives  are  fun  to 
collect — fascinating  history  you  can  hold  in  your  hand! 
Just  think  of  it — your  coin  was  actually  carried  aboard 
a  "huge  DeHavilland  plane,  which  is  equipped  with  a 
12-cylinder  engine,”  and  flown  through  the  air  with 
the  greatest  of  ease,  over  hills  and  mountains,  etc.,  etc. 
Read  on!: 

The  1925  Fort  Vancouver  Centennial  half  dollar, 
authorized  on  February  24,  1925  as  part  of  the  same 
legislation  w'hich  made  possible  the  California  Dia¬ 
mond  Jubilee  and  Vermont-Bennington  halves,  was 
produced  to  observe  the  100th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  Fort  Vancouver,  Washington  by  Dr.  John 
McLoughlin  in  1825. 

McLoughlin,  a  physician  by  training,  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  North  West  Company,  a  fur-trading 
group  which  was  active  throughout  the  Pacific  North¬ 
west.  In  1821  he  was  instrumental  in  arranging  a 
merger  between  the  North  West  Company  and  the 
Hudson’s  Bay  Company.  In  1825,  acting  on  behalf  of 
the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  McLoughlin  established 
Fort  Vancouver,  a  fortified  outpost  which  served  as  the 
center  of  trading  and  protection  for  about  1 ,000  white 
settlers  who  transacted  with  approximately  100,000 
Indians  in  the  territory.  McLoughlin  set  all  of  the  rules 
for  the  fort  and  governed  it  with  an  iron  hand. 

Later,  in  1842,  McLoughlin  founded  Oregon  City 
in  the  same  area.  Fort  Vancouver  in  Washington,  as 
well  as  Vancouver  Island  and  Vancouver,  the  capital  of 
British  Columbia,  took  their  names  from  Captain 
George  Vancouver  (1758-1798),  who  sailed  with  Cap¬ 
tain  James  Cook  on  his  first  and  second  voyages.  After 
Cook’s  death  the  British  admiralty  gave  him  command 
of  the  Discovery,  aboard  which  ship  he  explored  the 
Pacific  Northwest  Coast  of  North  America,  first  arriv¬ 
ing  there  on  April  18, 1792.  His  travels  werechronicled 
in  a  book  published  in  1 798,  A  Voyage  of  Discovery  to  the 
North  Pacific  Ocean  and  Round  the  World  in  1 790-5 . 

The  commemorative  coin  project  was  handled  by 
the  Fort  Vancouver  Centennial  Corporation,  which 
intended  to  use  the  proceeds  to  help  fund  Centennial 
events.  Sidney  Bell,  a  Portland  artist,  was  selected  to 
prepare  designs  for  the  half  dollar.  The  portrait  of 
McLoughlin  was  taken  from  a  sketch  by  John  T. 
Urquhart.  The  local  committee  liked  Bell’s  work,  but 
the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts  rejected  it  as  unsatisfac¬ 
tory.  Laura  Gardin  Fraser,  who  by  this  time  was  familiar 
with  commemoratives  (having  designed  the  1921  Ala¬ 
bama  and  1922  Grant  coins),  revised  the  motifs  and 
completed  the  models  from  which  dies  were  made. 

The  obverse  depicted  a  bust  of  McLoughlin, 
whereas  the  reverse  showed  a  pioneer  (specifically  a 
trapper,  per  original  correspondence  with  the  Com¬ 
mission  of  Fine  Arts),  standing  with  gun  in  hand,  with 
the  Fort  Vancouver  stockade  in  the  background,  set 
against  Mt.  Hood  and  the  Columbia  River.  Around  the 
rim  of  the  coin  appeared  the  inscriptions  FORT 
VANCOUVER  CENTENNIAL  and  HUDSON’S 
BAY  COMPANY. 

Although  up  to  300,000  pieces  were  authorized, 
coinage  was  cautious,  and  by  August  1,  1925,  only 
50,028  had  been  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  By 
error  the  S  mintmark  was  omitted. 

As  part  of  the  publicity  the  entire  shipment  of  half 
dollars,  weighing  1,462  pounds  (including  packing 
material),  was  flown  by  air  from  San  Francisco  to 
Vancouver  on  August  1st.  The  Oregon  Sunday  Journal, 
Portland,  Oregon,  August  2,  1925,  contained  the  fol¬ 
lowing  article,  “To  San  Francisco  and  back  in  1 1 
Hours."  The  byline  noted  it  was  “by  Donald  Sterling, 
managing  editor  of  the  Journal,  who  accompanied 
Lieutenant  Oakley  G.  Kelly,  U.S. A.,  on  a  round-trip 
air  flight  to  San  Francisco  Saturday  [August  1,  1925|  " 
The  text  is  excerpted  herewith: 


"From  Vancouver,  Washington,  to  San  Franc  two 
and  return,  a  distance  of  1,100  miles,  in  10  hours  and 
55  minutes  flying  time,  was  a  feat  accomplished  Satur 
day  by  Lieutenant  Oakley  G.  Kelly,  U.S  A.,  in  com 
mand  of  the  air  squadron  at  Pearson  Field,  Vancouver 
barracks,  in  the  first  round  trip  airplane  flight  to  the 
Bay  City  to  be  made  in  a  single  day.  The  purpose  of  the 
flight  was  to  receive  a  consignment  of  newly-coined 
50-cent  pieces  from  the  United  States  Mint  at  San 
Francisco  designed  to  commemorate  the  100th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  founding  of  Fort  Vancouver.  On  it'  face 
the  new  half  dollar  bears  a  likeness  of  Ift  John 
McLoughlin.  On  the  reverse  side  is  the  figure  of  a 
Hudson’s  Bay  trapper. 

“Upon  Kelly’s  return  the  coins  were  received  with 
due  ceremony  at  Pearson  field  by  Herbert  C  Campbell  of 
the  V  ancoueer  Columbian ,  president  of  the  centennial 
which  will  lie  held  August  1  7  to  2  3.  The  first  coin  was 
presented  to  Lieutenant  Kelly.  Others  receiving  them 
were  Mayor  N.E.  Allen,  Councilman  O.W.  Stone, 
Campbell  and  the  writer.  Breakfast  in  Portland,  lunch 
in  San  Francisco  and  dinner  in  Portland  was  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Lieutenant  Kelly  and  his  passenger.  With 
less  ado  than  the  average  citizen  makes  in  backing  the 
family  flivver  from  the  garage  of  a  morning,  Kelly  drove 
his  huge  DeHavilland  plane,  which  is  equipped  with  a 
12-cylinder  engine,  from  its  hangar  shortly  after  5 
o’clock.  He  and  his  passenger  climbed  aboard,  the 
engine  was  started  and  at  5: 1 5  a.m.  the  machine  soared 
from  Pearson  field  and  sailed  southward.  Eugene,  1 10 
miles  away  by  air,  was  reached  at  6: 1 5  and  a  stop  of  20 
minutes  taken  for  gas.  Although  the  plane’s  capacity  is 
100  gallons,  Lieutenant  Kelly  wanted  to  make  sure  he 
had  sufficient  fuel  to  reach  San  Francisco.  At  7:45  the 
fliers  passed  over  Medford,  at  9:1  5  a.m.  over  Redding, 
California,  and  alighted  at  Crissey  field,  the  Presidio,  at 
1 1 :20  a.m.,  an  elapsed  time  of  six  hours  and  flying  time 
of  five  hours  45  minutes. 

“George  Young  of  the  American  Bank  of  San 
Francisco,  among  others,  was  awaiting  the  arrival  of 
the  plane  at  Crissey  field,  having  in  his  possession  the 
Centennial  half  dollars.  Lieutenant  Kelly  receipted  tor 
them,  stowed  them  away  and  while  the  pilot  and  his 
passenger  partook  of  a  quick  luncheon,  the  machine 
was  refueled  for  the  return  trip.  Lieutenant  Kelly  took 
off  from  Crissey  field  at  12:45  p.m.,  passed  over  Will¬ 
iams,  California  at  1:45  p.m.,  Redding  at  2:20  p.m., 
Pilot  Rock,  which  approximates  the  Calitomia-Or- 
egon  state  line,  at  3:15  p.m.,  Roseburg  at  4:15,  and 
Eugene  at  4: 50,  where  a  stop  of  20  minutes  w  as  made  t<  >r 
refueling.  Flight  from  Eugene  was  resumed  at  5:10  and 
the  plane  alighted  on  Pearson  field,  Vancouver  bar¬ 
racks,  at  6:1  5  p.m.  As  a  courtesy  to  The  Oregon  Journal 
and  to  the  Vancouver  Centennial,  Lieutenant  Kelly 
circled  the  Journal  building  at  Portland  and  tbe  central 
business  district  of  Vancouver  on  his  return. 

“This  is  only  one  of  another  long  list  of  air  achieve¬ 
ments  attaching  to  the  credit  of  Lieutenant  Kelly,  who 
has  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  two  pilots  who 
made  the  first  non-stop  transcontinental  flight  in  May 
1923,  when  they  flew'  more  than  2,600  miles  in  26 
hours.  Since  assigned  to  duty  at  Pearson  field,  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Kelly  has  made  many  flights  up  and  down  the  coast 
and  into  the  interior.  But  the  novelty  of  Saturday's 
jaunt  wras  the  round  trip  feature.  On  a  previous  occa¬ 
sion  he  had  flown  from  Los  Angeles  to  Portland  in  a 
single  day.  Varying  altitudes  and  speeds  were  attained 
by  Lieutenant  Kelly,  depending  on  the  air  conditions 
and  the  nature  of  the  country.  Throughout  the 
Willamette  Valley,  going  and  coming,  the  average 
altitude  was  1,000  feet;  over  the  nigged  regions  of 
Douglas  and  Josephine  counties,  and  over  the  Siskiyous 
an  elevation  of  between  3,000  and  6,000  was  main¬ 
tained  for  many  miles.  On  the  return  trip  the  pilot 
covered  the  first  300milesm  1  50minutes,  maintaining 
an  average  speed  of  1 20  miles  an  hour.  Going  down,  a 
headwind  was  encountered  south  of  Roseburg,  tins 
condition  being  aggravated  during  the  Iasi  leg  of  the 
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route  by  the  accustomed  toy  that  pervades  the  Bay 
district.  The  return  trip,  however,  was  with  a  favorable 
wind,  which  accounts  for  the  tact  th.it  the  return  was 
made  in  Es  minutes  less  time  than  the  outgoing  trip. . . 

•‘The  age  of  speed  is  here,  adding  as  it  does  to  the 
complexities  of  life,  and  the  achievement  of  the  air 
service  is  only  another  answer  to  the  irresistible  chal¬ 
lenge  that  Nature  makes  to  restive  man.”  Among  the 
photographs  accompanying  the  article  was  one  bearing 
this  caption:  ‘Lieutenant  Kelly  smiles  as  Herbert 
Campbell,  president  of  the  Vancouver  Centennial, 
pours  out  the  memorial  coins  which  Kelly  delivered 
into  the  waiting  hands  of  H.G.  Warren,  vice  president 
of  the  Vancouver  National  Bank.’  Sales  were  effected 
at$l  per  coin  throughout  August  and  September  1925, 
including  the  week-long  Fort  Vancouver  Centennial 
celebration,  which  began  on  August  17th.” 

Well,  we  could  write  a  lot  more,  but  the  next 
listing  beckons  for  our  attention. 

1927  Vermont.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  wisp  of  light 
golden  toning  over  lustrous  and  clean  sur¬ 
faces . 945 

1927  Vermont.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  a  lovely 

example  with  brilliant  lustre . 325 

1927  Vermont.  AU-55.  A  pleasing  example  with 
natural  silvery  gray  surface  and  considerable 

lustre .  169 

1946  B.T.W.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  19 

1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  29 
1946-S  B.T.W..  MS-66  (PCGS)  Splashes  of 
golden  toning.  Exceptionally  high  grade  179 
1946-S  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  22 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 

example  with  brilliant  white  lustre . 495 

1948-D  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  69 

1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  79 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and 

attractive  example . 89 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  295 
1949-D  B.T.W.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  79 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent 
obverse  with  fully  brilliant  reverse . 235 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  235 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 


with  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal .  45 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  22 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  19 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

light  amber  toning .  . 235 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  wonder¬ 
ful  gem  example  has  fully  brilliant  lustre  sub¬ 
dued  by  natural  ivory  toning .  315 


1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Outstanding 
gem  quality  with  brilliant  silver  lustre. .  259 
1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64  Brilliant  and  satiny 

lustre . 235 

19  36  York  MS-66  (PC( /S).  A  spectacular  gem 


example  with  brilliant  lustre  and  splashes  of 

golden  brown  toning . 269 

1936  York.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  qual¬ 
ity  example  with  frosty  white  lustre . 269 

1936  York.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  exceptional 
example  with  pristine,  frosty  white  sur¬ 
faces .  215 

GOLD 

COMMEMORATIVES 

Lustrous  1922  Grant  Star  Gold  Dollar 

1922  Grant  Star.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Outstand¬ 
ing  quality  with  fully  lustrous  greenish  gold 

surfaces .  1,695 

1917  McKinley.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre  and  faint 
pinkish  toning . 995 

INTERESTING  MEMORABILIA 


Rovelstad  Elgin  Archive 

Priceless  archive  relating  to  the  1936  Elgin 
commemorative  half  dollar:  correspondence 
from  Gloria  Rovelstad,  widow  of  the  sculp¬ 
tor,  Trygve  Rovelstad,  enclosing  a  file  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  commemorative  half  dollar  and 
other  items.  Included  are  telegrams  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  correspondence  from 
Trygve  Rovelstad,  etc.,  1936,  also  1942,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  commemorative  half  dollar,  its 
design,  the  models,  and  so  on.  Absolutely 
unique,  absolutely  irreplaceable . 2,400 

Hoffecker’s  Personal  Medal 

Presidential  gold  medal  inscribed  1939  /  L.W. 
HOFFECKER  /  1941.  Medals  such  as  this, 
struck  in  “coin  gold”  (.900  fine),  were  made 
to  give  to  the  current  president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association.  Hoffecker, 
who  served  the  term  from  1939  to  1941,  was 
earlier  a  major  promoter  and  distributor  of 
various  commemorative  coinage  issues,  nota¬ 
bly  the  1935  Old  Spanish  Trail  and  1936 
Elgin  issues.  Unique,  of  course — with 
Hoffecker  inscription.  A  centerpiece  for  any 
commemorative  exhibit  showcasing  “sto¬ 
ries.”  .  1,500 

MODERN  COMMEMORATIVE^ 

Modern  “Ultra  Grade”  Coins 

A  few  comments  given  below  are  reiterated 
from  our  last  issue  and  were  inspired  by  a  letter 
or  two  to  the  effect  that  a  dealer  in  “rare"  coins 
should  not  sell  modern  Mint  issues  and,  further, 
that  so  many  of  the  new  pieces  are  being  made 
that  they  are  not  “rare,”  at  least  not  in  a  tradi¬ 
tional  sense. 

In  recent  years  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint  has 
produced  many  different  varieties  of 


commemoratives,  gold  and  silver  “eagles,”  and 
other  treats  for  collectors.  In  contrast  to  the 
Proofs  of  100  to  1 50  years  ago,  which  were  some¬ 
times  made  very  casually,  and  afterward  handled 
carelessly  by  their  owners,  these  pieces  are  struck 
in  “ultra  high”  grades,  such  as  Proof-67,  Proof- 
68,  or  even  Proof-69. 

Quite  possibly  if  you  are  an  old-time  tradi¬ 
tionalist  and  love  worn  large  copper  cents,  or 
Capped  Bust  half  dollars  of  the  1807-1836  era 
for  which  an  “ultra  grade”  might  be  MS-63  or  so 
(for  some  die  varieties,  not  even  a  high-grade 
AU  example  is  known),  then  the  modern  pieces 
may  not  be  your  cup  of  tea — and,  of  course,  that 
is  fine.  One  thing  about  numismatics  is  that  it 
offers  just  about  something  for  everyone,  and  we 
all  have  different  tastes. 

That  said,  in  recent  times  there  has  been  a 
great  demand  from  many  of  our  clients  who  en¬ 
joy  the  modern  issues  and  consider,  that  in  a 
way,  a  coin  of  which  just  a  few  tens  of  thousands 
exist,  may  indeed  be  “rare”  in  the  context  of 
modern  issues  (what  with  hundreds  of  millions 
of  some  other  coins  made,  such  as  the  Statehood 
quarters,  which  we  like  a  lot).  One  of  these  days 
we  will  have  to  write  an  article  on  “rarity,”  as  the 
term  cannot  be  used  on  its  own,  without  ex¬ 
plaining  its  application  to  a  given  series.  Thus,  in 
the  context  of  Lincoln  cents  the  1909-S  V.D.B. 
is  called  rare,  and  probably  only  a  few  would 
quarrel  with  that.  However,  it  is  quite  likely  that 
well  over  10,000  examples  exist — it  is  just  that 
the  demand  for  them  is  far  greater  than  that,  and 
in  the  milieu  of  Lincoln  cents  it  is  rare. 

On  the  other  hand,  an  1863  Civil  War  token 
of  the  general  type  with  “Our  Little  Monitor”  on 
it  probably  exists  to  the  extent  of  2,500  to  5,000 
examples- — hut  a  specialist  in  Civil  War  tokens 
would  consider  the  variety  to  be  as  common  as 
all  get-out!  So.  You  figure! 

And,  without  a  doubt,  modern  commem¬ 
oratives  and  other  issues  are  history  in  our  own 
time — just  as,  in  1915,  the  beautiful  commem¬ 
oratives  made  for  the  1915  Panama- Pacific 
International  Exposition  were  history  in  their  time. 

Your  editor  (QDB)  has  far-ranging  interests, 
and  in  recent  times  I  have  purchased  some  gem 
Statehood  quarters  to  give  as  holiday  gifts  to  all 
the  children  of  our  staffers,  while  on  the  other 
hand  I  acquired  a  “ratty”  and  quite  “miserable” 
paper  note  of  the  $2  denomination,  from  the 
Winnipissiogee  Bank,  Meredith,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  with  the  right  end  tattered  and  partly 
missing,  and  paid  $90  for  it  (ridiculous  of  me, 
perhaps?).  If  someone  can  find  me  an  example, 
I  would  pay  multiple  thousands  of  dollars  tor  a 
worn  piece  of  currency  from  the  Carroll  County 
National  Bank  of  Sandwich,  New  Hampshire 
quite  realizing,  again,  that  someone  who  wants 
an  “ultra  grade”  1999  or  2000  commemorative 
might  not  pay  face  value  for  such  a  note! 

On  the  other  hand,  1  can  gaze  with  apprecia 
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tion  upon  a  lot  of  the  newer  issues  and,  now  and 
then,  may  buy  a  few  (such  as  a  nifty  double 
struck  2000  New  Hampshire  quarter — relating 
to  our  own  state). 

One  nice  thing  about  numismatics  is  that 
you  can  “vote"  with  your  pocketbook.  If  you  do 
not  like  a  particular  series,  don’t  buy  it!  This  is  as 
it  should  he,  for  otherwise  there  would  not  be 
enough  coins  to  go  around.  No  two  people  I 
have  ever  met  have  ever  had  precisely  the  same 
coin  collections — each  is  as  different  as  snow¬ 
flakes  are  from  one  another. 


Gold  Issues 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1984-W  Olympic  $10.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS).  Outstanding  quality .  350 

1995-W  Stadium  $5.  MS-69  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
yellow  gold .  375 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1999-W  Washington  $5.  MS-69  (PCGS).  A 
fully  brilliant  example .  295 


Set  Registry™  Quality 

1997- P  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) .  1  15 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1998- P  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) .  8 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

2000-P  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) . 65 

Set  Registry™  Quality 


Silver  Issues 

1986- P  Statue  of  Liberty  $1.  MS-69  (PCGS). 

Fully  brilliant  with  satiny  lustre .  37 

1 987 - P  Constitution  $1.  MS-69  (PCGS). ...  39 

1992- W  White  House  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) . 79 

1993- P  Jefferson  $1.  MS-69  (PCGS) .  1 19 

1997-P  Botanical  Gardens  $1.  MS-69 

(PCGS) .  129 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1999-P  Dolley  Madison.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) . 89 

2001 -P  Buffalo  silver  dollar.  Proof-69  Deep 
Cameo  (PCGS).  This  popular  commemora¬ 
tive  issue  exhibits  brilliant  surfaces  with  out¬ 
standing  cameo  contrast .  169 

2001 -D  Buffalo  silver  dollar.  MS-69  (PCGS). 
Fully  brilliant  with  exceptional  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal .  169 


American  Eagles 

Silver  Eagles 


Set  Registry™  Quality 

1986-S  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) . 55 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1991-S  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) . 99 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1993-P  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) .  175 


Stunning  Proof  1995-W  Silver  Eagle  Rarity 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1995-W  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS).  A  modern  day  rarity .  3,175 


200 1-W  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) . 55 

2002  Silver  $1.  MS-69  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
satiny .  35 

Eagle  Sets 

1986-W  Gold  Eagle.  $50.  Proof-67  ot  finer  as 
issued.  Housed  in  the  original  packaging  as 
issued  by  the  Mint .  535 

Gem  Proof  1995-W  Five  Piece  Eagle  Set 
1995-W  Five-coin  set.  $1,  $5,  $10,  $25,  $50. 
Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Includes 
the  rare  1995-W  Proof  silver  eagle.  ...  4,295 
1995-W  Four-coin  set.  $5,  $10,  $25,  $50. 
Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS) .  1,150 

Desirable  1997-W  Platinum  Set 

1997-W  Four-coin  set.  Platinum  Statue  of  Lib¬ 
erty.  $10,  $25,  $50,  $100.  Proof-69  Deep 
Cameo  (PCGS) .  2,300 
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I  hinking  of  Selling?  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries’ 

Spectacular  Auction  Season 

Can  Realize  Top  Market  Prices  for  You. 


'fc- 


We  sold  the  Walter  H 
Childs  Collection  specimen 
of  the  1 804  Draped  Bust 
silver  dollar  for 
$4, 140,000,  the  highest 
price  paid  at  auction  for  any 
rare  coin. 


We  have  also  sold  the 
Eliasberg  1 804  Draped 
Bust  silver  dollar  for 
$1 ,815,000  and  the 
Eliasberg  1913  Liberty 
I  Head  nickel  for 
$1 ,485,000.  In  fact,  of  the 
top  1 0  record  prices  realized 
for  individual  US.  coins 
sold  at  public  auction,  we 
sold  five  of  them. 


We  invite  you  to  he  a  part  of  our  spectacular  auction  season  for  . 
2002.  When  it  comes  time  to  sell,  let  Bowers  and  Merena’s  expertise 
go  to  work  for  you !  Whether  your  collection  is  worth  several  thousand 
dollars  or  several  million  dollars,  the  same  quality  of  presentation  and 
numismatic  expertise  that  characterized  our  past  record-breaking 
sales  will  showcase  your  coins,  sets,  or  entire  collection.  Over  the 
years  we  have  sold  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars’  worth  of  coins, 
paper  money,  and  other  numismatic  items  for  tens  of  thousands  of 
consignors,  ranging  from  museums,  government  agencies,  and  insti¬ 
tutions  to  private  collectors. 

Consigning  is  easy  and  generous  cash  advances  are  available 
instantly  upon  receipt  of  your  consignment.  Simply  call  John  Pack  or 
Rick  Bagg  at  1  -800-458-4646,  for  complete  details,  including  our  low 
commission  rates.  It  may  well  he  the  most  financially  rewarding 
decision  you  have  ever  made! 


Our  Upcoming  Sales... 


Auction  Auction  Date 

B&M  Express  Internet  Auction . May  1 5 

World  Coin  Auction — Long  Beach . June  5-6 

B&M  Express  Internet  Auction . June  15 

Kingswood  Coin  Auctions — The  Intervale  Sale . June  20 

June  Sale — MidAmerica  Coin  Expo . June  27,  28 

B&.M  Express  Internet  Auction . July  15 

July  Rarities — Pre  ANA  New  York  City . July  3 1 

Kingswood  Coin  Auctions — The  Jackson  Sale . August  8 

B&M  Express  Internet  Auction . August  1 5 

B&.M  Express  Internet  Auction . September  1 5 

Kingswood  Coin  Auctions — The  Kearsage  Sale . October  3 

B&M  Express  Internet  Auction . October  1 5 

November  Sale — Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  ...  November  7-9 

B&.M  Express  Internet  Auction . November  1 5 

B&.M  Express  Internet  Auction . December  1 5 


Plan  to  participate  in  our  upcoming  January  Rarities  Sales  for  the  next 
several  years.  January  7-8,  2003;  January  6-7,  2004 


Interesting 
American  Items 


United  States  California  Small 

Pattern  Coins  denomination  gold 


Gem  1862  Pattern  $10 
1862  $10.  Liberty  Head.  Pollock-355,  Judd- 
297.  Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded 
edge.  Sharply  struck  with  subdued  Proof  sur¬ 
faces,  exhibiting  deep  mahogany  brown.  This 
has  the  appearance  of  a  “bronzed”  example, 
created  through  the  use  of  bronzing  powder 

within  the  Mint»walls . 4,995 

1942  “experimental  cent”  related  pieces:  In  1942 
the  United  States  Mint  began  searching  for 
a  suitable  replacement  for  the  copper  cent. 
Being  a  strategic  war  material,  copper  was  in 
high  demand.  Replacement  material  required 
various  properties  to  simulate  copper  as 
closely  as  possible.  Private  companies  were 
contacted  to  explore  materials  as  diverse  as 
plastic  and  glass.  Special  dies  were  prepared 
for  use  in  the  testing  process.  The  firms  in¬ 
volved  provided  sample  planchets  which 
were  struck  with  these  dies.  We  were  fortu¬ 
nate  to  acquire  a  small  quantity  of  plastic 
“planchets”  or  disks  which  were  left  over 
from  one  of  the  private  companies  involved. 
We  have  two  different  types  of  material:  gen¬ 
eral-purpose  phenolic  resin  is  very  dark 
brown,  weighs  10.30  grains  and  has  six  con¬ 
centric  circles  raised  on  each  side.  The  Urea- 
formaldehyde  plastic  is  olive  and  weighs 
10.76  grains.  These  also  have  six  raised 
circles  on  each  side.  Order  either  type,  each 
for . 59 


proof  Sets 


1 95 1  Prtxtf  Set.  Choice  to  Gem  Proof.  Five  coins 
in  the  original  box  and  cellophane .  629 


.  visit  Our  • 

WEB  SlTF. 

www.bowersandmerena.com 


1872/1  Round  25C.  Indian  Head.  Breen- 
Gillio  869.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  prooflike 
fields  with  lustrous  devices.  A  lovely  cameo 
example  struck  in  deep  greenish  yellow 
gold . 595 

Tokens,  Medals, 
Americana,  etc. 

1807/6  large  cent.  Sheldon-273.  Counter- 
stamped  on  the  obverse.  Crossed  arrows, 
with  crown  above  all  in  oval  punch.  F- 
15 . 295 


1901  Lesher  “Dollar” 

J.M.  Slusher 
Cripple  Creek,  Colorado 
Serial  145 

1901  Lesher  “Dollar.”  Z-6,  HK-792.  EF-45 

(ANACS).  Lustrous.  One  of  about  260  esti¬ 
mated  to  have  been  issued  by  J.M.  Slusher, 
Cripple  Creek,  about  seven  miles  from  Jo¬ 
seph  Lesher’s  home  in  Victor.  About  75  are 

known  today .  1 ,450 

Ex  Kreisberg  and  Cohen ,  1 968 . 

Intriguing  Test  Token 

Undated  (c.  1 9 1 1 )  token.  Test  planchet.  AU. 

Holed.  Apparently  some  type  of  blank 
planchet  was  prepared  as  a  test  piece  for  date 
logotypes.  One  side  has  the  word  DOLLARS 
entered  along  with  dates  1885  (twice),  1893, 
and  1911  (twice).  The  two  1911  punches  are 
larger  size  and  appear  to  be  slanted  or  itali¬ 
cized.  The  word  DOLLARS  looks  remark¬ 
able  similar  to  that  used  for  three-dollar  gold 
coins.  The  other  side  had  DOLLARS  double 
stamped  along  with  dates  1854,  1859,  and 
1 874,  along  with  another  italicized  1 9 1 1 .  We 
have  assigned  the  approximate  date  to  the 
latest  appearing  on  this  example,  but  who 
knows? . 2,350 

1789  Washington  cent.  Baker- 14,  Kenney-7. 
Robinson  copy.  MS-63  BN .  379 


1792  Dickeson  Cent 

1792  Dickeson  “cent.”  MS-64  RB  A  splendid 
specimen  of  this  “1792  trial  piece,”  actually 
made  circa  the  1860s  from  an  embossed  rev¬ 
enue  stamp  die.  Dr.  Montroville  W. 
Dickeson  was  the  progenitor.  An  attractive 
and  perennially  interesting  issue .  1,795 

Tribute  to  Professor  Montroville  W.  Dickeson, 
died  April  14,  1882,  aged  69  years,  as  taken  from  the 
American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  July  1882: 

“He  was  a  doctor  of  medicine,  but  was  not  for  many 
years  in  practice,  having  devoted  himself  more  particu¬ 
larly  to  natural  science  and  the  study  of  antiquities.  He 
was  at  one  time  associated  with  the  antiquary  and 
archeologist,  E.G.  Squier,  in  investigations  of  the 
mounds  in  the  Western  States,  and  published  a  paper 
in  1851  on  that  subject. 

“He  was  the  author  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Manual,  a  quarto,  published  several  years  ago  [actually 
in  1859,  with  subsequent  editions  of  1860  and  1865], 
with  plates  and  descriptions  of  American  coins,  and 
which  is  still  highly  valued  by  collectors,  though  some¬ 
what  superseded  by  Crosby’s  later  and  in  many  respects 
more  valuable  work  [Early  Coins  of  America,  which,  in 
fact,  did  not  supersede  it,  as  Crosby’s  focus  was  different 
and  did  not  include  the  majority  of  the  items  in 
Dickeson’s  work). 

“He  was  the  owner  of  a  large  collection  of  antiqui¬ 
ties,  curiosities,  minerals,  etc.,  which  was  the  founda¬ 
tion  upon  which  was  opened  the  Philadelphia  City 
Museum,  in  Callowhill  Street,  between  Fourth  and 
Fifth,  in  1 854-  That  collection  was  afterward  (pin  1876 
at  the  Centennial  Exhibition]  displayed  in  the  Gov 
ernment  Exhibition  Building  in  Fairmont  Park.  Prot. 
Dickeson  was  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  had  held  professorship  in  one  or  two  medical 
colleges." 

Another  commentary  concerning  Dickeson  was 
penned  by  Ebenezer  Locke  Mason,  Jr.,  and  appeared  in 
June,  1882,  in  Mason’s  Coin  Collectors’  Herald 

“Strange  numismatic  coincidences  occur  at  times, 
and  strange  incidents  are  not  infrequent  in  the  career 
of  a  numismatist.  In  the  spring  of  1860  the  writer  was 
searching  for  a  suitable  store  on  one  of  the  leading 
thoroughfares  of  Philadelphia  to  open  business  as  a 
coin  dealer.  After  several  days  of  fruitless  efforts  to 
locate  in  just  the  right  spot,  a  friend  suggested  North 
2nd  Street  as  a  suitable  locality,  where  the  country 
people  with  their  wagons  lined  the  sidewalks  twice  a 
week  to  dispose  of  the  products  of  their  farms 

“With  this  hint,  the  embryo  coin  dealer  started 
from  the  center  of  the  city  and  walked  north  on  the 
west  side  about  two  miles  without  finding  a  store 
suitable  for  his  business;  but  upon  returning  south  on 
the  east  side,  pist  below  Buttonwood  Street,  his  eyes 
met  a  huge  placard  in  the  bulk  window  of  an  antique 
looking  store,  announcing  ‘This  Store  to  Let,  Apply  at 
21  1  Lombard  Street.'  Losing  no  time  in  applying,  be 
succeeded  in  securing  the  store  tor  one  year,  but  pre 
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limmary  to  the  payment  of  the  rent  the  landlord 
inquired  tor  what  purpose  the  store  was  wanted — ’for 
the  coin  business,’  was  the  reply. 

“This  was  the  first  interview  we  had  and  the  first 
time  we  had  heard  ot  Montroville  W.  Dickeson,  M.D., 
a  coin  collector  of  some  thirty  years  standing,  and  the 
author  ot  a  large  Coin  Manual  that  had  appeared  the 
previous  year.  Strange  that  after  so  long  a  search,  the 
coin  dealer  should  happen  to  rent  a  store  of  a  numisma¬ 
tist  and  find  in  the  landlord  the  first  patron  at  his  place 
of  business.  In  a  few  days  we  opened  out,  displaying  the 
numismatic  treasures  we  had  been  gathering  for  several 
years,  and  Doctor  Dickeson  had  the  first  pick  from  the 
Washingtons,  the  ’93a,  ’99s,  ’04s,  &.c,  and  at  prices  that 
were  deemed  fabulous  by  the  inexperienced  dealer, 
receiving  as  he  did  $  1  each  for  good  pieces  of  the  dates 
named,  which  scarcely  cost  over  two  cents  apiece  in 
their  collection. 

“Here  in  the  little  2nd  Street  store  we  formed  the 
acquaintance  of  Davis,  Fewsmith,  Nevil,  Faaet, 
Brechemin,  Gronberry,  Smith,  Carpenter,  Warner, 
Wilkins  and  hundreds  of  others;  some  of  whom  have 
been  patrons  of  ours  from  the  time  to  the  present.  In 
this  little  store  a  Granby  copper  was  picked  up  for  10 
cents,  the  dealer  being  ignorant  of  its  value.  Here  also 
Faaet  purchased  of  us  a  pair  of  Uncirculated  1851  and 
1852  U.S.  dollars  for  $5  each. 

“Here  was  offered  by  young  Eckfeldt  three  genuine 
U.S.  1804  dollars  at  $70  each  [these  would  have  been 
Class  II  dollars],  and  nearly  all  the  rare  half  cents  [Proof 
restrikes  dated  1831,  1 836,  and  the  1 840s]  in  dozens  of 
duplicates  were  purchased.  Here  also  Wm.  F.  Packer, 
the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  resorted  to  complete  his 
valuable  collection.  Here  the  late  J.J.  Mickley  visited 
and  passed  hours  of  social  intercourse,  and  at  this  coin 
rendezvous  many  happy  hours  were  spent  with  the 
collectors  of ‘auld  lang  syne.’” 

Trio  of  desirable  1876  Danish  medals:  • 

Baker-426A.  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Weight: 
1,010.6  grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm.  Proof. 
Rich  chocolate  brown  surfaces  with  traces  of 
gold,  russet,  and  blue  toning  in  the  fields. 
Reflective  obverse  fields,  while  the  reverse 
is  more  satiny  with  subdued  lustre.  •  Gilt 
bronze  (unlisted  in  Baker).  Plain  edge. 
Weight:  1,069.8  grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm. 
Proof.  Bright  golden  surfaces  with  pleasing 
reflectivity  in  the  fields.  The  devices  are 
hold  and  satiny.  Some  light  hairlines  are 
noted  •  B-426B.  White  metal,  plain  edge. 
Weight:  771.8  grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm. 
Proof.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  deeply  mir¬ 
rored  fields  presenting  a  strong  cameo  be¬ 
tween  being  the  satiny  silver  devices.  A 
beautiful  threesome  counted  by  some 
among  the  most  beautiful  Washington  med¬ 
als  of  their  era.  Stuck  for  the  1876  Centen¬ 
nial  Exhibition.  Designed,  prepared  and 
published  by  Danish  men,  F.  Schmahlfeld, 
H.  Ophlrik,  and  V.  Christesen .  1,150 

Empire  Coin  Company  token.  Circa  1960,  our 
predecessor  firm,  Empire  Coin  Company, 
Inc.,  commissioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well- 
known  Rochester,  NY,  die-sinker,  to  create 
these  tokens  for  us.  The  approximate  size  of 
i  United  States  large  cent  of  the  1 793- 1 857 
years,  and  struck  in  copper,  each  token  de¬ 
picts  on  the  obverse  the  famous  IMMUNIS 
COLUMBIA  motif  taken  from  the  1786- 
1787  copper  coinage,  “Columbia”  being  a 


representation  of  “America.”  The  reverse  de¬ 
picts  an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm  branch  and 
is  derived  from  the  design  used  on  the  rare 
1795  U.S.  $5  gold  coin.  Examples  are  with 
“antiqued”  finish  as  made.  Dave  Bowers  dis¬ 
covered  a  little  box  full  of  these.  Each  ..  9.95 
25  for .  149 


Miscellaneous 


Impressive  “Wheel  of  Fortune” 

Casino  Device 

Evans  Gaming  Wheel.  Large  vertical  “wheel  of 
fortune”  made  hy  Evans,  of  Chicago,  early  in 
the  20th  century — just  the  sort  of  device  that 
would  have  been  used  in  a  casino  in  Reno,  or 
high  in  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The  wheel, 
about  six  feet  in  diameter,  is  on  its  own  stand 
and  is  displayed  in  a  vertical  position.  The 
wheel  is  ornamented  with  numbers  (resem¬ 
bling  dice  faces)  and  mirrored  panels  and  is  a 
very  impressive  ensemble.  We  came  across 
this  in  an  antique  shop  in  Massachusetts 
(where  it  still  is),  wrote  a  check  for  it  on  the 
spot,  and  now  offer  it  for  sale.  In  many  years 
of  being  interested  in  antique  gambling  de¬ 
vices,  we’ve  encountered  only  one  other  for 
sale.  Basically  “original”  condition,  not  re¬ 
painted,  altered,  or  anything  else.  Needs  a  few 
touches,  but  is  essentially  pristine .  3,450 

What  might  have  been: 

John  Pinkerton,  An  Essay  on  Medals:  or,  An  In¬ 
troduction  to  the  Knowledge  of  Ancient  and 
Modem  Coins  and  Medals.. . ,”  London,  1789. 
Two  volumes,  octavo,  302  and  346  pages, 
plus  other  material,  excellent  condition,  re¬ 
bound  with  gold  imprint,  study  of  ancient, 
classical,  and  British  coin,  with  tangential 
mention  of  American  issues  and  with  some 
very7  nice  philosophy  on  the  joys  of  collect¬ 
ing . 265 

Interesting  hook,  Gambling  and  Gambling  De¬ 
vices,  J.P.  Quinn,  1912.  308  pages,  exten¬ 
sively  illustrated  including  with  many 
coin-operated  devices,  slot  machines,  casino 
gadgets,  etc.,  with  information  on  all  sorts  of 
games  of  chance  and  various  ways  they  can 
he  rigged.  Most  probably  the  most  exten¬ 
sively  illustrated,  most  detailed  study  of  its 
kind.  Choice  condition,  light  wear,  cover 
bright.  From  Q.  David  Bowers’  library.  360 

Eckert,  George  N.  Letter  dated  February  10, 
1853,  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint  to  Wil¬ 
liam  D.  Lewis,  Esquire,  Collector  of  the  Port, 
reminding  the  recipient  of  the  pending  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  “Commission  for  the  annual  trial 
of  the  coins  of  the  United  States,”  commonly 
known  as  the  Assay  Commission.  Double 
folded  sheet,  8  x  10.5  inches  after  fold,  the 
upper  left  and  right  corners  torn.  Very 
slightly  faded  at  edges.  This  is  a  wonderful 


association  piece  tor  collectors  of  assay  com¬ 
mission  medals.  Signed  “Geo.  N.  Eckert,  Di¬ 
rector  by  R.  Patterson.” . $595 

Wonderful  Gold  Rush  Double 
Currency  Sheet 

Gold  Rush  San  Francisco!  An  interesting 
double  sheet  of  unused  currency  notes,  $10, 
$20,  and  $50,  undated  except  for  “18,”  and 
presumably,  circa  1849.  Bearing  the  imprint 
“San  Francisco”  on  each  note,  these  were 
most  likely  printed  in  the  east  (perhaps 
Philadelphia  or  New  York),  with  the  through 
that  the  identification  of  a  San  Francisco 
bank  or  merchant  could  be  overprinted  by 
users  in  the  Gold  Rush  era.  However,  the 
State  Constitution  of  California  made  the 
use  of  any  and  all  paper  money  illegal.  The 
vignettes  in  each  instance  picture  Benjamin 
Franklin  on  the  left  and  Washington  on  the 
right. 

Such  notes  were  produced  hy  locking  in  a 
frame  various  typographical  elements,  in¬ 
cluding  the  various  vignettes,  decorative  bor¬ 
ders,  and  lettering.  The  double  sheet 
furnishes  a  very  interesting  opportunity  to 
note  varieties  of  the  plates,  a  field  completely 
unstudied  in  American  obsolete  currency. 
Each  side  of  the  sheet,  although  superficially 
similar,  is  different  in  terms  of  minor  posi¬ 
tions.  Note,  for  example,  that  on  the  bottom 
note  on  the  left,  the  denomination  “50”  is  set 
in  farther  from  the  left  and  right,  than  are  the 
same  denominations  on  the  note  at  the  lower 
right. 

In  general,  among  other  hank  notes  of  the 
1830s  and  1840s,  even  with  sheets  that  have 
four  of  the  same  denomination,  each  of  the 
notes  will  show  differences,  often  a  plate  let¬ 
ter,  hut,  more  subtly,  differences  in  position¬ 
ing . 3,850 

1 855  State  Controllers  Warrant.  Dated  March  9, 
1855  at  the  “Seat  of  Government,  Califor¬ 
nia.”  This  warrant  in  the  amount  of  $120  was 
issued  to  H.B.  Meredith.  At  upper  right  and 
lower  left  are  outstanding  California  related 
vignettes .  199 

Louis  McLane  ALS,  dated  December  1,  1857, 
on  blue  ruled  letterhead  of  the  Office  of 
Wells,  Fargo  &  Co.’s  Express  and  Exchange 
Company.  This  letter  was  sent  to  the  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Deeds,  the  addressee  otherwise 
unnamed,  and  requests  that  Mr.  Walter  H. 
Peters  of  New  Orleans  he  appointed  commis¬ 
sioner  for  the  State  of  California . 665 

Richard  Sutton,  Jr.,  Licensed  Ship  Broker, 
Buenos  Aires.  An  intriguing  document, 
dated  September  20,  1849,  chartering  the 
schooner  Rapide  ot  Sweden  tor  the  benefit  ot 
Mess.  Zimmerman,  Frazier,  and  Co.  ot 
Buenos  Aires.  The  schooner  was  to  transport 
Mess.  Zimmerman,  Frazier  and  Co.  and  their 
cargo  to  San  Francisco,  tor  the  consideration 
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Interesting  American  items 


of  “Four  Thousand  Hard  Silver  Dollars.” 
Generally  nice  condition  with  all  writing  leg¬ 
ible,  a  portion  at  bottom  missing,  including 
some  signatures .  585 

Le  Nouveau  Monde.  A  company  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  working  gold  mines.  This  stock 
certificate  is  tor  ten  shares  of  25  francs  each, 
payable  to  the  bearer.  This  company  was 
“Constituted  according  to  the  Law  of  France, 
by  Acts  dated  25th  May,  1850,  and  21st 
August,  1851,  deposited  at  Paris,  and  duly 
registered  and  published." . 275 

South  Fork  Canal  Company  of  Placerville,  El 
Dorado  County,  California.  Stock  certificate 
for  one  share  of  the  Capital  stock,  at  an  issue 
price  of  $100  per  share.  The  owners  name  is 
not  filled  in,  suggesting  that  this  was  payable 
to  the  bearer.  Dated  December  9,  1852, 
signed  by  A.T.  Taylor,  Secretary  and  B.F. 
Keene,  President.  Delightful  central  vignette 
of  a  large  safe  with  a  dog  guarding  the  key, 
outdoors  with  the  sun  setting  (or  rising)  be¬ 
hind  mountains  in  the  background . 665 

Historical  Newspapers 

Four-page  issue  of  James  Gordon  Bennett’s  New 
York  Evening  Chronicle,  our  choice  of  issues, 
summer,  autumn,  and  early  winter  of  1837,  in 
the  height  of  the  “Hard  Times”  economic  era. 
Many  advertisements  (including  by  Lewis 
Feuchtwanger,  who  issued  tokens),  news 
items,  etc.  Copies  originally  deposited  with 
the  Library  of  Congress,  then  later 
deaccessioned  and  through  a  secured  route 
acquired  by  QDB  for  his  research  archives. 
Each  issue  is  very  rare,  perhaps  even  one  of  a 

kind.  Single  issue . 24  (plus  $4  shipping) 

25  different  issues  . 420  post-paid 

We  have  about  1 50  issues  on  hand  totally,  all 
different;  New  York  American ,  from  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  1838,  also  ex  Library  of  Con¬ 
gress;  many  advertisements,  not  yet  checked 
by  the  time  this  notice  goes  to  press;  same 
prices  as  preceding. 

Cincinnati  Gazette,  1863,  four-page  issue  with  doz¬ 
ens  of  advertisements,  news  about  the  Civil 
War,  etc.  Single  issue  ...  30  (plus  $4  shipping) 


25  different  issues .  500  post-paid 

100,  January  to  June  1863, .  1,400 


“Collection”  of  19th-century  newspapers  from 
the  archives  of  QDB,  dates  circa  1825  to 
1 864,  New  York  City,  Cincinnati,  and  Con¬ 
cord,  NH,  all  different,  a  wide  selection  of 
years  (no  single  issue  of  a  given  paper  will  be 
dated  within  three  months  of  another  issue  of 
the  same  paper),  advertisements,  etc.,  includ¬ 
ing  at  least  three  of  Civil  War  dates.  Mostly 
ex  Library  of  Congress.  All  are  scarce,  some 
may  be  unique  or  nearly  so.  Collection  of  10 

different  for .  229,  plus  $4  shipping 

Order  "Dave’s  Newspaper  Collection.” 

Single  issue . 24  (plus  $4  shipping) 

25  different  issues .  420  post-paid 


Bicknell’s  Counterfeit  Detectors.  Fine  condi¬ 
tion.  Breaking  up  what  may  be  the  largest  run 
in  private  hands.  Wonderful  research  and 
study  archive.  Each  issue  describes  notes  is¬ 
sued  by  banks  and  gives  warnings  about 
counterfeits,  etc.  10  different  $725;  50  differ¬ 
ent  $3,450.  Prices  include  postage.  Subject  to 
availability  and  prior  sale. 

Gold  Rush  Bonanza! 

We  have  on  hand  a  few  original  stock  mining 
shares  in  the  Anglo-California  Gold  Mining 
Company,  registered  on  November  5,  1851. 
These  stock  certificates  were  actually  used, 
bear  serial  numbers,  and  were  issued  in  1852. 
The  approximate  dimensions  are  8-1/4”  wide, 
and  7-13/4”  high.  Original  stock  certificates 
sold  to  finance  adventuring  in  the  gold  fields 
of  California,  and  dated  before  1853,  are  few 
and  far  between,  and  in  our  search  for  such 
things  -  for  a  display  we  are  putting  together, 
which  includes  an  example  of  the  piece  we  are 
offering  here  -  our  luck  has  been  almost,  hut 
not  quite,  zero.  Now  comes  this  little  cache, 
said  to  have  been  found  in  a  castle  in  England. 
However,  the  seller  of  this  marvelous  group 
hastened  to  add,  “whether  this  was  true  or  just 
salesmanship,  we  cannot  know!”  No  matter, 
these  items  are  nice  for  framing  -  perhaps  to¬ 
gether  with  a  Gold  Rush  coin?  Offered,  for 


each .  125 

or  buy  two  for .  235 


1896  $500.00  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company 
gold  bond,  10  x  14-1/2  inches,  plus  attached 
coupons,  27  or  more,  punch  cancelled.  Pay¬ 
able  FIVE  HUNDRED  DOLLARS  IN 
GOLD  COIN.  Three  vignettes  across  the  top, 
the  left  and  right  being  Native  Americans 
(one  with  a  bow  and  arrows,  the  other  with  a 
calumet),  the  center  being  larger  and  showing 
a  volcanic-style  (a  la  Shasta  or  Rainier)  moun¬ 
tain  with  pine  trees  and  an  expanse  of  prairie 
in  the  foreground.  Ideal  for  framing  and  dis¬ 
play.  Printed  by  the  American  Bank  Note 
Company.  Issued  in  the  day  when  a  dollar  was 

worth  a  dollar,  and  in  gold .  100 

1906  $1,000.00.  The  Snohomish  Valley  Railway 
Company  bond,  10  x  14  inches,  plus  90  at¬ 
tached  coupons.  Green  printing  primarily — 
in  the  traditional  “money  color.”  Payable 
ONE  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  IN  GOLD 
COIN.  The  top  center  of  the  bond  has  an 
engraving  of  a  train  attached  to  catenary 
cables.  At  the  top  left  is  seen  a  prairie  town 
with  mountains  in  the  background.  The  top 
right  is  a  giant  redwood  tree  with  a  woman 
about  to  walk  through  a  wagon-size  tunnel 
cut  through  it.  These  were  issued  by  the  Se¬ 
curity  Bank  Note  Company  of  Philadelphia. 

Another  great  framing  item .  49 

1921  $1,000.00  Chicago  anti  Eastern  Illinois 
Railway  Company  gold  bond,  10x14  inches, 
ornate  gold  border,  vignette  of  two  locomo¬ 


tives  under  full  steam,  workers  on  separate 
tracks,  etc.  Payable  ONE  THOI ISAND 
IX9LLARS  IN  GOLD  COIN.  With  37  cou¬ 
pons  on  a  separate  but  attached  sheet,  each 
coupon  having  a  steam  engine  vignette  and 
gold  overprinting.  Printed  by  the  American 
Bank  Note  Company.  Another  bond  from 
the  age  of  gold.  Such  gold  obligations  were 
later  declared  invalid  by  Uncle  Sam.  A  great 

display  item . 49 

“DAYS  OF  GOLD  SPECIAL.”  THREE  gold- 
payable  bonds,  one  each  of  the  above  three, 

the  trio,  regularly  $198,  for .  179 

“Welcome  nugget"  color  lithograph,  circa  1880s, 
issued  as  a  poster  and  labeled  by  the  T.C. 
Williams  Company,  Virginia,  tobacco  manu¬ 
facturers.  Depicted  is  a  gold  miner  standing 
holding  an  unbelievable  large  nugget,  with 
scenes  of  mining  operations  in  the  back¬ 
ground.  Two  versions,  one  tall  and  rectangu¬ 
lar  measuring  13  inches  high  by  6-1/2  inches 

wide,  at .  199 

the  other  square,  measuring  10-1/2  inches 

high  by  10-1/2  inches  wide,  at .  249 

The  square  version  depicts  a  few  more  back¬ 
ground  details.  Order  singly  or  as  a  pair— 
certainly  a  nice  “go-with”  item  for  any 
display  of  California-related  gold! 

Gold  mineral  and  Crystal 
Specimens 

Gold  mineral  specimens  from  the  cabinet  of 
QDB.  Study  pieces  acquired  in  the  line  of  gold  re¬ 
search,  and  now  being  deaccessioned:  Each  piece 
was  hand-selected  by  Dave  for  its  quality'  and  display 
value.  If  an  early-bird  reader  would  like  to  buy  the 
entire  suite  of  gold  specimens,  take  a  5%  discount. 
All  examples  are  one-of-a-kind.  Subject  to  pru  >r  sale. 

Colorado  Quartz  Mine,  Mariposa  Co.,  CA. 

Famous  “pocket”  mine  near  the  Diltz  Mine. 
Very  nice  specimen  of  crystallized  gold. 

Longest  dimension  about  33  mm .  1,960 

Diltz  Mine,  Mariposa  Co.,  CA.  Native  gold  with 
arsenopyrite,  from  a  famous  mine.  Once  seen 
with  some  frequency,  these  are  very  elusive  to¬ 
day.  Largest  dimension  about  65  mm.  1 ,465 
Eagle’s  Nest  Mine,  Placer  Co.,  CA.  District  of 
claims  worked  generally  from  1855  to  the 
modern  era.  Large  and  impressive  crystalline 
gold  specimen,  largest  dimension  about  35 

mm.,  38  grams  weight.  Beautiful!  .  1,875 

16-to-l  Mine,  Alleghany,  Sierra  Co.,  CA. 
Spectacular  “tree”  of  native  gold  atop  a  white 
quartz  matrix.  Largest  dimension  about  60 
mm.  A  prize  display  item,  the  finest  study 

specimen  located  by  QDB . 6,300 

Placer  Co.  CA,  Gold  specimen,  probably  from 
circa  1930s  and  from  the  old  DeMaria  and 
Garhe  Mine  (later  incorporated  into  the 
Eagle’s  Nest  Mine  in  a  consolidation  of  about 
10  different  claims).  14.8  grams.  A  lovely 
specimen  of  leaf  gold .  1 ,845 
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U.S.  Currency 


We  are  greatly  pleased  to  offer  a  nice  selec¬ 
tion  of  currency — always  a  favorite  here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  From  early  Civil 
War-era  “greenbacks”  to  Fractional  Currency 
notes,  from  large-size  to  small-size  notes,  and 
from  Silver  Certificates  to  Gold  Certificates,  our 
diverse  and  interesting  currency  offering  in  this 
issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  should  meet  with 
your  hearty  approval.  Whether  you  are  just  be¬ 
ginning  your  interest  in  fine  United  States 
currency  or  you  are  a  seasoned  collector,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  list  holds  something  for  every  taste! 

Each  of  the  notes  we  offer  below  is  carefully 
selected  for  quality  within  its  listed  grade.  Enjoy 
our  offering,  and  don’t  forget  to  order  quickly,  as 
many  of  these  fine  examples  are  one-of-a-kind  in 
our  inventory. 

Large  Size 
Currency 


Legal  Tender  Notes 


$1.  F-30.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1880.  Bruce- 
Wyman.  Serial:  Z38748752.  Choice  Un¬ 
circulated.  A  beautiful  large  brown  seal  1880 

one  dollar  note . 950 

$1 .  F- 36.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1917.  Teehee- 
Burke.  Serial:  D66776810A.  Choice  Uncir¬ 
culated.  A  pleasing  example  with  nice 

margins . 275 

$1.  F-39.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1917. 

Speelman-White.  Serial:  R60837741A. 
Choice  Extremely  Fine.  Two  light  folds  are 

noted . 95 

$1.  F-40.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1923. 

Speelman-White.  Serial:  A68830709B.  Al¬ 
most  Uncirculated.  This  note  is  like  new  if  it 
was  not  folded  when  it  was  put  away. ...  325 

$2.  F-60.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1917. 


Speelman-White.  Serial:  E26334989A. 
Choice  Uncirculated.  Virtually  gem  quality 

with  a  thin  bottom  margin . 395 

$2.  F-60.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1917. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  B65945953A. 
Choice  Almost  Uncirculated.  A  wonderful 

piece  of  paper . 375 

$5.  F-88.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1907.  Teehee- 
Burke.  Serial:  H 1653 1226.  Choice  Extremely 
Fine.  A  very  nice  note  with  a  few  folds.  310 

Silver  Certificates 

$1.  F-223.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1891. 
Tillman-Morgan.  Serial:  56036.  Almost 
Uncirculated.  A  lovely  Martha  Washing¬ 
ton  note  with  a  very  light  vertical  center 

fold . 610 

$1.  F-237.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1923. 
Speelman-White.  Choice  Uncirculated.  We 
are  very  fortunate  in  that  we  have  just 
latched  on  to  a  small  group  of  these  popular 
large-sized  Washington  $1  notes.  Each  is 
crisp  and  attractive  with  vibrant  blue  ink  at 
seals  and  serial  numbers.  Each  is  nicely  cen¬ 
tered  and  hand-picked  for  quality,  and  each 

is  guaranteed  to  please .  139 

or,  take  five  of  these  delightful  notes  for  670 

Beautiful  Choice  F-282  “Porthole”  $5 


$5.  F-282.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1923. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  A3756055B. 
Choice  Almost  Uncirculated.  Looks  new 
but  has  one  light  center  fold.  The  “port¬ 
hole”  note,  termed  so  because  of  the  place¬ 
ment  of  Lincoln’s  portrait  within  a  circular 
frame .  1,850 

The  famous  Civil  War  Photographer  Mathew  Brady 
took  the  photo  on  which  this  engraving  of  President 
Lincoln  was  based.  Brady  studied  daguerreotypy  under 
rhe  famous  inventor  Samuel  F.B.  Morse,  and  estab¬ 
lished  a  studio  in  New  York  City  in  1844-  His  record  of 
the  Civil  War  was  published  in  1870  as  Brady's  Na¬ 
tional  Photographic  Collection. 


Treasury  notes 


$1.  F-347.  Treasury  note.  Series  of  1890. 
Rosecrans-Huston.  Serial:  A3 742 149.  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine.  Light  quarter-folds  visible.  .  860 


$1.  F-350.  Treasury  note.  Series  of  1891. 
Rosecrans-Nebeker.  Serial:  B8298061. 
Almost  Uncirculated.  Excellent  paper  qual¬ 
ity  with  one  light  center  fold . 650 

Federal  Reserve  Bank 
Notes _ 

$1.  F-718.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  note.  Cleveland. 
Series  of  1918.  Teehee-Burke.  Baxter-Fancher. 
Serial:  D10982055A.  Almost  Uncirculated.  A 
great  note  with  a  light  center  fold .  275 

Federal  Reserve  notes 

$5.  F-851.  Federal  Reserve  note.  New  York.  Se¬ 
ries  of  1914.  White-Mellon.  Serial: 
B29068736B.  Choice  Uncirculated.  Another 

beautiful  example . 245 

$5.  F-855a.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Philadelphia. 
Series  of  1914-  White-Mellon.  Serial: 
C46362667A.  Very  Fine.  A  few  minor  folds 

are  visible .  70 

$5.  F-869.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Chicago.  Series 
of  1914.  Burke-Glass.  Serial:  G24231822A. 
Gem  Uncirculated.  A  wonderful  example, 

well  centered  and  bright .  395 

$10.  F-908.  Federal  Reserve  note.  New  York. 
Series  of  1914.  Burke-McAdoo.  Serial: 
1350 390 109 A.  Very  Fine.  A  tew  minor  folds 
and  tiny  pinholes  are  noted .  75 
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U nited  States  Currency  for  sale 


$20.  F-990.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Chicago.  Se¬ 
ries  of  1914-  Burke-Houston.  Serial: 
G31882175A.  Almost  Uncirculated.  A 
bright,  crisp  note  with  a  center  fold .  195 

Gold  Certificates 

$10.  F-l  169.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1907. 
Napier-McClung.  Serial:  B33342616. 
Choice  Very  Fine.  Some  handling  is  noted 

with  a  minor  comer  tip  missing .  260 

$20.  F-l  187.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1922. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  K82362884. 
Choice  Almost  Uncirculated.  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  with  bright  colors . 605 


Small  Size  Currency 

Federal  Reserve  Notes 


Series  1928  $1,000  Note 


$1,000.  F-2210-E.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Se¬ 
ries  of  1928.  Woods-Mellon.  Serial: 
E00010221A.  Choice  Uncirculated.  Out¬ 


standing,  well-centered  and  fresh .  3,750 

Gold  Certificates 

$10.  F-2400.  Gold  Certificate  Series  of  1928 
Woods-Mellon.  Serial:  A52017820A.  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine.  A  lovely  example  that  is  three 

folds  short  of  choice  Uncirculated . 310 

$20.  F-2402.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1928 
Wcxxls-Mellon.  Serial:  A23729698A.  Choice 
Almost  Uncirculated.  Bright  green  and  deep 
golden  ink.  Attractive,  not  perfectly  centered 
on  the  face,  hut  all  margins  wide  and  distant 
from  the  frame.  The  faintest  of  horizontal 
creases  can  he  found  after  careful  study. ..  429 

Currency  Lots 

$1.  F-l 620.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1957-A. 
Smith-Dillon.  Choice  to  Gem  Uncirculated.  25 
notes,  with  consecutive  serial  numbers .  289 

Fractional  Currency 

Act  of  June  30,  1864.  Twenty-five  cents.  F-l  308. 
Fifth  Issue.  Choice  Uncirculated.  Crisp  and 
attractive,  just  a  hair’s  breadth  from  Gem 

quality  and  a  beauty  to  behold . 69 

Act  of  June  30,  1864-  Twenty-five  cents.  F-l  308. 
Fifth  Issue.  Uncirculated.  Perhaps  not  “Gem”  or 
“Choice,”  but  undeniably  new  and  fresh. ..  59 
Act  of  June  30,  1864.  Twenty-five  cents.  F-l  308. 
Fifth  Issue.  Almost  Uncirculated.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  and  desirable  note . 49 
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Carol  Travers,  Jeremy  Wiggin. 

•  Publications  Dept. — John  Babalis,  Mary  Tocci. 

•  Financial  Dept. — Liu  re  1  A.  Morrill,  Controller; 
Natalie  Smith. 
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Visit  our  website  for  all 
your  rare  coin  needs! 

Not  only  do  we  have  a  world-class  staff  of  profes¬ 
sionals  at  your  fingertips  by  phone,  we  also  have  one  of 
the  most  frequently  visited  websites  in  cyberspace. 
Hundreds  of  thousands  of  coin  collectors,  dealers,  and 
other  numismatists  visit  our  online  “office”  and  we 
invite  you  to  do  the  same. 

For  a  limited  time... 

log  on  to  bowersandmerena.com  and  take  advantage 
of  a  free  trial  subscription  offer,  a  great  value! 


Buy  Online!  Bid  Online!  Books  Online! 


-  -  ■ 


_ 


Rare  Coin  Review  *147 


75 


may/i uni  200 ; 


Do  You  Own 
This  Book? 

Review  from  the  Coin  Collectors  Yearbook 


Recently,  Col.  Bill  Murray  reviewed 
one  of  the  books  we  publish.  If  you  like 
the  review,  unsolicited  by  us  by  the  way, 
we  rather  think  that  you’d  enjoy  owning 
the  book  itself!  See  our  Books  for  Sale 
Section — all  offered  at  an  attractive  dis¬ 
count. 

Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of 
Early  United  States  Cents,  1793- 
1814,  written  in  collaboration  with 
Del  Bland  and  edited  by  Mark  R. 
Borckardt,  initially  was  conceived  as 
a  revision  of  Dr.  William  Sheldon’s 
Penny  Whimsy,  but  became  much 
more  than  that.  It  has  been  eagerly 
anticipated  by  collectors  of  early 
U.S.  cents  for  years,  and  it  will  disap¬ 
point  no  one.  No  early  cent  collector 
or  dealer  can  afford  to  he  without  it. 

Anyone  claiming  the  title  “numisma¬ 
tist”  in  the  United  States  should  be  em¬ 
barrassed  not  to  have  this  book  on  the 
shelf.  Its  857  pages  of  8-  1/2-by — 1 1-inch 
format  plus  34  plates  depicting  die  mar¬ 
riages,  appendix,  bibliography  and  index 
hardly  make  for  an  evenings  read.  Surely 
it  deserves  its  title  of  Encyclopedia. 

Listing  Breen  as  the  author  is  appro¬ 
priate,  and  classic  Breen  passages  occur 
throughout.  Just  one  example:  “This  so- 
called  ‘Jefferson  Head’  cent  was  prob¬ 
ably  named  for  the  same  reason  as 
Guinea  pigs  (because  they  did  not  come 
from  Guinea,  and  they  are  not  pigs).” 
But  Bland  and  Borckardt  deserve  major 
credit  for  completion  of  this  tome,  and 
many  others  contributed. 

Denis  boring’s  short  section,  “How 
This  Book  Game  to  Be,"  delineates  the 
history  of  the  book’s  development,  start¬ 
ing  as  a  project  of  the  Early  American 
Coppers  club  in  1973  and  continuing 


Walter  Breens 


Early  United  States  Cents 

1793-  18M 


1 

By  Walter  Breen 

R\ 

In  Crfiaiwvikm  uith 

Del  Bland 

W 

Liidcii  hu 

Mirk  R.  Boitkardf 

• 

with  Breen’s  assumption  of  the  task, 
then  finally  to  its  publication  by  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  under  Mark 
Borckardt’s  editorship. 

In  his  introduction,  Breen  tells  how 
he  became  involved  with  research  into 
early  cents.  We  should  all,  as  Breen 
does,  thank  John  Ford  for  introducing 
Breen  to  Dr.  Sheldon  of  Early  American 
Cents/Penny  Whimsy  fame.  Sheldon  be¬ 
came  Breen’s  mentor — one  who,  Breen 
tells  us,  “never  understood  me.” 

The  chapter  entitled  “Survey  of  the 
Principal  Literature”  is  must  reading  for 
anyone  hoping  to  become  an  expert  on 
early  cents,  or  even  just  a  serious  collec¬ 
tor.  The  appendix,  “Condition  Census 
Bibliography, ”  lists  important  auction 
sales  and  price  lists  selected  from  the 
more  than  1 ,200  such  documents  which 
were  referenced  by  Bland  in  developing 
the  condition  census  of  these  coins — a 
demanding  task.  A  separate,  general 


by  Col .  Bill  Murray 


bibliography  of  large-cent  literature  also 
is  provided. 

Craig  Sholley’s  chapter,  “How  the 
Early  Cents  Were  Made,”  tells  just  that 
in  the  detail  required  for  early  cent  col¬ 
lectors  to  understand  these  coins,  with 
their  many  varieties,  blunders, 
misstrikes,  varying  quality  and  emission 
sequences — all  of  which  contribute,  as 
he  says,  to  “the  charm  of  the  old  cop- 

M 

pers. 

The  chapter  titled  “Descriptive 
Method  and  Format”  describes  the 
format  of  entries  for  each  year  of  the 
early  cents — required  reading  to  un¬ 
derstand  and  use  the  information 
which  follows. 

The  body  of  the  book  lists  all 
early  cents.  1793  to  1814,  in  chap¬ 
ters  titled  with  the  year,  the  design 
title  of  the  coin,  if  required,  and  the 
mintage  for  each  year.  Each  chapter 
is  introduced  with  related  history  of 
that  issue’s  production,  including 
anecdotal  and  recorded  information. 
Some  comments  on  the  collecting 
history  of  early  large  cents  also  ap¬ 
pear  here.  Then  the  coins  are  listed 
in  the  order  of  the  newly  assigned 
“Breen  numbers.” 

An  enlarged  photo  of  each  coin 
is  followed  in  the  text  by  the  Breen 
number,  obverse  and  reverse  die  num¬ 
bers,  a  description  of  the  obverse  and 
reverse  and  a  listing  of  die  states.  Cross- 
references  are  listed  as  equivalent  num¬ 
bers  from  other  publications.  Rarity  is 
given,  using  a  modified  Sheldon  scale, 
followed  by  a  section  of  remarks,  after 
which  comes  the  listing  of  coins  by  con¬ 
dition  census. 

In  addition  to  editing  Breen’s  manu¬ 
script,  Borckardt  must  be  given  credit 
for  authoring  certain  parts  of  the  text. 
For  example,  as  new  varieties  were  dis¬ 
covered,  he  obtained  the  pertinent  in¬ 
formation  and  prepared  the  necessary 
text.  Also,  he  deserves  credit  for  locat¬ 
ing  and  including  the  auction  prices. 
Footnotes  in  his  document  are  essential 
to  its  completeness.  Breen’s  footnotes, 
when  present,  left  much  to  be  desired 
and  had  to  be  researched,  verified  and 
placed  in  proper  form. 
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by  Mary  Toed 


BOOKS  FOR  SALE! 

Your  Passport  to  Pleasure! 

Your  key  to  profitable  and  enjoyable  collecting! 

Every  book  at  a  discount  for  you! 


A  Few  Words  from  Dave  Bowers 

Happiness  is  what  you  make  it.  And,  in  numismatics,  there  are  few 
finer  ways,  and,  remarkably,  few  less  expensive  ways  than  hy  buying  and 
reading  a  few  interesting  books! 

A  few  years  ago  1  bought  a  small  theatre  pipe  organ  from  a  man  in 
California  who  owned  a  large  and  very  profitable  manufacturing  busi¬ 
ness.  He  had  read  Ayn  Rand’s  Fountainhead,  contemplated  the  theme  of 
the  identity  of  the  creative  individual  vis-a-vis  the  conventions  and 
pressures  of  society,  and  he  determined  to  sell  out  and  move  to  New 
Zealand,  where  he  had  bought  or  was  going  to  buy  a  farm  and  raise  sheep. 

Similarly,  at  least  a  dozen  people  have  told  me  that  reading  my  books, 
catalogues,  and  other  “outreach”  things  has  influenced  their  lives.  As  I 
write  these  wVirds,  Dwight  Manley  comes  to  mind.  As  a  14-year-old  kid 
he  attended  a  seminar  I  gave  for  the  American  Numismatic  Association. 
Then  and  there  he  was  determined  to  become  a  professional  numisma¬ 
tist.  Recently,  he  founded  and  headed  the  California  Gold  Marketing 
Group,  which  sold  the  S.S.  Central  America  treasure. 

Another  person  told  me  that  he  read  one  of  our  books,  and  then  was 
determined  to  own  an  1804  dollar.  Soon  one  came  up  at  auction.  Soon 
he  owned  it. 

There  are  many  instances  in  which  a  few  books  might  not  prompt  one 
to  move  half  way  around  the  world,  or  to  embark  on  a  great  career,  hut 
simply  bring  enjoyment  to  everyday  life.  In  the  past  year  we  have  had  the 
September  1 1  th  tragedy,  the  war  in  Afghanistan,  the  dot.com  crash,  the 
Enron-Andersen  debacle,  the  suffering  in  the  Mideast,  and  more.  While 
such  things  are  reality  and  may  he  the  stuff  which,  in  one  form  or  another, 
causes  the  human  predicament,  there  are  many  pleasures  in  life. 

In  writing  this  section  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  l  came  across  an  issue 
from  about  a  year  ago  that  had  some  quotations,  which  1  had  almost 
forgotten.  Here  they  are  (again): 

“It  is  chiefly  through  books  that  we  enjoy  intercourse  with  superior 

minds....  God  be  thanked  for  books....”  -Self-Culture  (Boston,  1838) 

“E-mail  messages  are  temporary,  but  a  book  is  forever.”  -A.H.  Rafique 

“1  cannot  live  without  books.”  -Thomas  Jefferson 

At  any  given  time  we  have  quite  a  few  books  for  sale,  including  some  1 
have  written.  Right  now,  there  are  two  brand-new  titles  for  your  consider¬ 
ation,  one  of  which  should  be  ready  to  ship  hy  the  time  you  read  these  words, 
and  the  other  for  w'hich  you  can  tap  into  a  Pre- Publication  offer. 

I  personally  guarantee  that  each  of  these  books  will  he  what  they 
claim  to  be,  and  more. 

Thank  You! 


A  Few  Words  from  Mary  Tocci 

Dave  is  referring  to: 

A  California  Gold  Rush  History  featuring  the 
treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central  America.  This  book, 
which  is  expected  to  arrive  here  very  soon,  is,  in 
Dave’s  opinion,  the  greatest  thing  he  and  his 
researchers  have  ever  done.  The  special  offer  is 
given  on  the  inside  front  cover  of  this  issue. 

The  other  book  is  the  Pre-Publication  Offer  on 
More  Adventures  with  Rare  Coins,  which  is  a  “fun” 
book.  The  type  of  book  you  can  take  with  you  on  a 
cruise,  or  a  flight  to  New  Zealand  (I  see  Dave 
mentioned  New  Zealand  above),  or  stretch  out 
with  in  a  hammock  or  chaise  lounge  in  your  yard. 

See  page  84,  then  call  me  to  reserve  your  copy. 

Two  more  titles  have  just  arrived,  and  I  invite 
you  to  order  one  or  both,  each  being  specialized 
and  valuable  within  its  specialty: 

The  Standard  Catalog  of  Hard  Times  Tokens. 

1 832' 1 844  hy  Russell  Rulau,  Stock  No.  BRU- 
950,  is  218  pages,  softbound,  and  is  the  standard 
authority  on  the  title  subject.  Lots  of  history,  full 
pricing,  and  more,  for  this  fascinating  series!  List 
price  $29.95. 

The  Washington  Quarter  Dollar  Book- An  Attri¬ 
bution  and  Pricing  Guide ,  Volume  II ,  1 942-1 9 44 ,  by 
James  Wiles,  Ph.D.,  Stock  No.  BW1-401 ,  is  a  243- 
page  spiral  hound  Rx)k,  mostly  photographic,  point¬ 
ing  out  technical  die  varieties  (some  of  which  can 
he  rare,  valuable,  or  both)  to  he  found  on  Washing¬ 
ton  quarters  of  the  three  dates  mentioned.  Talk 
about  getting  specific!  List  price  $39.95. 

Each  and  every  book  title  in  this  section  is  offered  at  a  10%  discount 
from  the  list  price;  or,  if  the  list  prices  of  the  hooks  in  your  order  total 
$100  or  more,  take  a  20%  discount! 

Ordering  is  as  easy  as  pie:  Have  your  credit  card  handy  and  call  toll- 
free  1-800-222-5993  ext  31  and  ask  for  me,  Mary  Tocci  .  Or,  fax,  mail,  or 
e-mail  your  order  to  my  attention.  Just  give  me  the  stock  numbers  and 
I  will  automatically  calculate  the  total  and  give  you  your  best  discount 
Either  way,  some  great  titles  will  he  on  their  way  to  you  and  in  your 
mailbox  soon! 

Thanks, 


Mary  Tocci,  Director,  B&M  Book  Sales  and  Service 


Dave  Bowers 
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Numismatic, 


Fot  Sale! 


Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books! 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply 
to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


United  States  Numismatic 
Literature:  Volume  1-Nineteenth 
Century  Auction  Catalogs 

by  John  W.  Adams 

Reprinted  by  George  F.  Kolbe.  This 
classic  work  is  the  foundation  stone  for 
studying  19th-cen¬ 
tury  coin  dealers,  auc¬ 
tioneers,  and  cata¬ 
logues.  279  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAD-900. 

List:  $49.50 


UNITED  STATES 
NUMISMATIC 
LITERATURE 


VOLUME  ONE 


Handbook  of  20th-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 

Much  worthwhile  information  about 
Saint-Gaudens  and 
Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $10, 
and  $20  gold  coins. 

184  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAK-749. 

List  $19.95 


OMIW  Um 


Augustus  Saint-Gaudens 
1848-1907:  A  Master  of 
American  Sculpture 

By  M usee  des  Augustins 

This  book  illustrates  the  work  of  Saint 
Gaudens,  his  home,  and  more  including 
specimens  in  the 
museum  of  the 
ANS.215pages,ill. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BSG-601. 

List  $69.95 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BSG-600. 

List  $49.95 _ 

Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

Everything  the  interested  collector 
needs  to  know  about  half  dimes.  168 
pages,  illustrated. 


Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBL-105. 
List  $29.95 


TMt  COMPLETE 
OWOf  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


y "■  ■ 


The  ANA  Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  two- volume  book  on  the  history  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association 
from  1891  to  date.  1,768  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BAN-710. 

List  $159.00 


A  Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of 
the  United  States 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Second  Edition.  A  treasure  trove  of 
information  on  these 
popular  series.  1997 
prices  for  every  date 
and  mintmark.  304 
pages,  illustrated 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.BBM-402. 

List  $19.95 


Collecting  Coins  and  Making 
Money,  A  Peek  at  the  19th 
Century 

Introduction  By  Q.  David  Bowers 

In  this  delightful  book  we  have  re¬ 
printed  some  of  our  favorite  articles  from 
the  19th  century.  A 
lot  of  fun,  informa¬ 
tive  reading.  192 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-401. 

List  $29.95 


'  Ni  a  fM.  I  *J«n 


Encyclopedia  of 

Automatic  Musical  Instruments 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

First  printed  in  1972,  this  book  has 
become  the  standard  reference  on  old- 
time  automatic  music  makers.  If  you  like 
music  or  nostalgia,  _  , 


you’ll  love  this 
book.  1,008  pages, 
illustrated.  Over 
20,000  copies  sold! 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BRM-802. 
List  $89.95 
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Harry  w.  bass.  jr. 
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The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr., 

Museum  Sylloge 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
One  of  the  finest  numismatic  books  ever 
presented,  featuring  U.S.  gold  coins  from 
the  Bass  collection  as  well  as  pattern 
coins  and  paper 
money,  specifically 
the  “Educational 
Notes”  of  1896.  500 
pages,  illustrated  in 
full  color. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-148. 

List  $89.00 

The  History  of 
United  States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Covers  all  American  series  from 
colonials  to  territorial  gold,  half  cents  to 
$20  gold.  Equivalent 
to  a  university  course 
in  coins.  572  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-130. 

List  $59.95 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 

A*  illustrated  bv  the 
Cnim  Collection 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  wonderful  book  chronicling  the  life 
of  this  magnificent  collector  and  his  fas¬ 
cinating  collection 
which,  when  sold,  re¬ 
alized  $44  million! 

176pages,  illustrated. 

Second  printing. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-146A. 

List  $62.50 


Louis  E.  Kliasberg 

❖ 

King  of  Coins 
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The  Rare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804 

and  the  Exciting  Adventures  of 
Edmund  Roberts 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Take  a  ride  on  the  U.S.S.  Peacock  as 
it  delivers  the 
“King  of  Coins”  to 


the  Sultan  of  Mus¬ 
cat.  Includes  over 
100  biographies  of 
numistmatists. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-407. 
List  $69.95 


The  Treasure  Ship 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Chronicles  of  this  ill-fated  vessel,  its 
loss  and  recovery,  plus  stories  of  the  Gold 
Rush  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  a  history  of 
the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  416  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 


Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  RBM-406. 
List  $69.95 


U.S.  Copper  Coins: 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

All  U.S.  coppers  are  discussed.  176 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-302. 

List  $9.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins: 

An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  definitive  work  on  American  gold 
coins.  When  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
James  Baker  wanted 
to  know  about  gold 
coins,  he  consulted 
this  book.  Award 
winner.  415  pages, 
illustrated. 


United  States  Gold  Coins 

An  IliuitraKii  Hvtorr 


Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-135. 
List  $57.95 


U.S.  3 «!  and  5  i  Pieces: 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  inside  view  of  these  series.  168 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-303. 


List  $9.95 


United  State* 
Thr**-Ccnt  and  F1»*-C 
Phm 


Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  arcane,  but  fascinating  inquiry  into 
counterstamped  coins.  If  you  buy  this 
book  and  don’t  enjoy  it,  let  Dave  know 
within  30  days,  a  re¬ 
fund  will  be  sent, 
and  you  can  keep 
the  book  free!  224 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-422. 

List  $49.95 


Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  Half  Cents 

The  definitive  reference  on  half  cents 
dated  1793-1857,  this  encyclopedia  cov¬ 
ers  their  produc¬ 
tion,  rarity,  grading, 
and  varieties.  500 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BRR-724. 

List:  $65.00 
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Wai  tlr  Breen’s 
Compi  fte  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 
The  master  source,  the  fountainhead 
ot  information  gathered  over  a  long  pe¬ 
riod  of  years  By  one 
of  America’s  most 
highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  research¬ 
ers.  754  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-764. 

List:  $135.00 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of 
Early  United  States  Cents 
1793-1814 

Edited  by  Mark  Borckardt 

Everything  you’ve  always  wanted  to 
know  about  the  large  cent  series.  895 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-999. 

List:  $89.95 
Deluxe  Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-999A. 

List:  $149.95 


Walter  Breen’s 
Encyclopedia 

Fjrly  Untied  Suto  CcliU 

1793-lfifM 


Statehood  Quarters 
Collector’s  Handbook 

By  Kenneth  Bressett 

Includes  a  detailed  overview  of  the 
program,  a  history  of  the  U.S.  quarter, 
designs,  and  more.  90 
pages,  illustrated. 


Soft  bound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-555. 
List:  $4.99 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 

Edited  By  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  &  Michael 
Hodder 

A  companion  to  the  two-volume  ANA 
History.  Specialized  research  articles  by 
some  of  the  hobby’s 
leading  figures.  372 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-711. 

List  $65.00 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

By  J  .H.  Cline 

A  comprehensive  guide  to  this  popu¬ 
lar  series  by  an  acknowledged  expert 
(whose  reference  collection  we  had  the 
honor  of  showcasing 
at  auction  a  few  years 
ago).  175  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BCL-700. 

List  $24.95 


The  Smart  Collector 

Bv  the  Editors  of  Coin  World 

A  handy  commentary.  General  infor¬ 
mation  is  given  concerning  each  design, 
followed  by  “What 
Will  It  Cost?”  and 
“Fast  Facts".  254 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BCW-700. 

List  $22.00 


CoinWorld  Almanac 

By  The  Editors  of  Coin  World 

This  7 th  edition  includes  rarities,  coin¬ 
age  laws,  market  history,  precious  metals, 
descriptions  of  mints  and  officials,  paper 
money,  grading,  mintage  figures,  and  in¬ 
vestments.  699  pages, 
illustrated.  |  1 

Softbound.  I  ALMANAC! 

Stock  No.  CWA-250. 

List  $20.00 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 

One  of  the  greatest  American  numis¬ 
matic  books,  this  volume  appeared  in 
1875  and  has  never  been  superseded. 
Standard  reference  on  colonial,  state, 
and  early  American 
coins.  378  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated.  Durst  re¬ 
print. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BCR-271. 

List  $45.00 


United  States  Small  Cents- 
Silver  Dollars:  Significant 
Auction  Records  1995-June  2000 

Compiled  by  John  Dannreuther  &  Jeff  Garrett 
Lots  and  lots  of  data !  If  you  like  to  pore 
over  market  prices, 
numbers,  etc.,  you’ll 
be  as  happy  as  a  clam 
with  this  book!  643 
pages. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BDA-800. 

List:  $100.00 


1  M  l  HI  SI  A  IT  S 

SMALL  CENTS- 

SILVER  DOLLARS 


America’s  Money 
America’s  Story 

By  Richard  Doty 

Experience  the  fascinating  evolution 
of  America’s  monetary  system  from  one 
of  the  most  respected  numismatic  schol¬ 
ars  in  the  world.  244 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BDO-500. 

List  $34.95 


Numismatic, 


Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books!  ‘  For  Sale! 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply 
to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


The  Soho  Mint  & 

the  Industrialization  of  Money 

By  Dr.  Richard  Doty 

If  you  know  about  the  Soho  Mint  then 
this  hook  is  a  “must  have.”  If  you  don’t 

know  about  it,  that _ 

is  all  the  more  rea¬ 
son  to  order  a  copy! 

254  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BDO-505. 

List  $75.00 


THE  SOHO  MINT 

M  &thr 
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The  Complete  Guide  to 
Certified  Barber  Coinage 

By  David  and  John  Feigenbaum 

An  in-depth  survey  of  the  Mint  State 
certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  series; 
the  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars  1892- 
1916.  160  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750. 

List  $35.00 


The  Top  100  Morgan  Dollar 
Varieties:  The  VAM  Keys 

By  Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph.D  and  Jeff  ( )xrmn 
A  synopsis  of  the  top  1 00  most  popular 
Morgan  dollar  varieties.  Excellent  for 
those  who  wish  to  “cherrypick”  for  valu¬ 
able  die  varieties.  137  g 
pages,  illustrated. 


Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFE-300. 
List  $24.95 
Leatherette. 

Stock  No.  BFE-301. 
List  $24.95 


TIn- Top  100 
Vlorifjui  Dollar  Varietirx: 
THr  VAM  Key* 


Bill  Fivaz’s  Counterfeit 
Detection  Guide 

By  Bill  Fivaz 

A  handy  pocket-sized  reference,  de¬ 
signed  to  enable  you  to  recognize  genu¬ 
ine  pieces,  with  the 
potential  to  save  (or 
make)  you  money 
when  purchasing.  52 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BF1-1 1 5. 

List  $  1 0.00 
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Cherrypickers’  Pocket  Guide, 
Top  150 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J  T  Stanton 
The  1 50  most  in¬ 
teresting  varieties  de¬ 
scribed  in  a  handy, 
spiral-bound  volume 
that  will  fit  in  a  coat 
pocket.  220  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFI-1 14. 

List  $19.95 
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Cherrypickers’  Guide 
To  Rare  Die  Varieties 

Fourth  Edition -Volume  1 
By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  of  variet¬ 
ies  of  U.S.  coins  from 
half  cents  to  jefferson 
nickels  are  described 
and  arranged  by  two  of 
the  hobby’s  most  ad¬ 
mired  figures.  422 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFI-950. 

List  $34.95 


Helpful  Hints 

For  Enjoying  Coin  Collecting 
By  Bill  Fivaz 

Bill  shares  over  50  years  of  experience, 
providing  the  reader  the  information, 
advice,  and  skills 
needed  to  have  fun 
in  coin  collecting. 

120  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFI-I20. 

List  $15.95 


The  Authoritative  Reference 
on  Three  Cent  Nickels 

By  Kevin  Flynn  and  Edward  Fletcher 

The  only  reference  available  dealing 
solely  with  this  19th  century  denomina¬ 
tion.  If  you  have  even  one  nickel  three- 
cent  piece,  this  book 
will  aid  in  your  appre¬ 
ciation  of  it.  160  pages, 
illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFL-300. 

List  $37.95 
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Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books! 

It  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $  l(Xt  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  It  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply 
to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Treasure  Hunting 
Liberty  Head  Nickels 

By  Kevin  Flynn 
and  Bill  Van  Note 

This  book  will  make  attribution  of 
your  Liberty  Head  nickel  varieties  a 
breeze!  130pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFL-301. 

List  $29.95 


# 


TREASURE 

HUNTINC 

Liberty  Head 


bv  Ke\ ill  Klvna  and  Udi  Van  Note 


Those  Amazing  Coins 
A  Kid’s  Guide  to  Collecting 

By  Kevin  Flynn,  Ron  Volpe 
and  Kelsey  Flynn 

An  all-encompasing  beginner’s  guide 
to  coin  collecting 
geared  to  young  numis¬ 
matists.  120  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BFL-305. 

List  $9.95 


The  U.S.  Rare  Coin  Handbook 
For  Collectors  and  Investors 

By  Les  &  Sue  Fox 

A  basic  guide  of  rare  United  States 
coins,  includung  the  new  state  quarters. 
Loaded  with  great  ar-  •■"■i 
tides,  charts  and  I 
color  illustrations. 
d  6  pages.  |  HANDBOOK 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BFO-750. 

List  $9.95 


Paper  Money 
of  the  United  States 

By  Robert  Fnedberg 

With  additions  and  revisions  by  Ira  S  and 
Arthur  L.  Fnedberg 
The  essential 
work  for  anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  United 
States  currency. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BFR-I05A. 

List  $38.50 


PAPF.R  MONRY 
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The  Complete  Guide 
to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

By  Brian  Greer 

A  must-have  volume  for  anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  Liberty  Seated  dimes.  Each 
date  and  mintmark 


is  covered,  including 
grading,  major  vari¬ 
ety  analysis,  history, 
and  scarcity. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BGR-222. 
List  $36.95 


COM  PCETE 
FTO 

SEATED 


The  Neighborhood  Mint: 
Dahlonega  in  the  Age  of  Jackson 

By  Sylvia  Gailey  Head  and  Elizabeth  W. 
Etheridge 

A  classic  in  the  field  of  gold  coin 
research,  this  volume 
has  j  ust  been  repri  nted 
with  the  addition  of 
new  plates  and  pho¬ 
tographs.  206  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BHE-700. 

List  $30.00 


"^Sylvia  fiailrv  Heiid—- 
Mi/abeth  W.  K’hvrklgv 
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Coin  Collecting 

DUMMIES 


Coin  Collecting  for  Dummies 

By  Ron  Guth 

A  great  how-to-do-it  book!  357  pages, 
softbound,  extensively  illustrated.  A  truly 
great  basic  guide  to  buying,  selling,  trad¬ 
ing,  and  enjoying  coins,  by  a  highly  ac¬ 
complished  professional  numismatist. 
A  highly  recom¬ 
mended  volume  that 
belongs  in  every  nu¬ 
mismatic  library. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BGU-108 
List  $21.99 

I  A  Referenct  tor  th€  ftett  of  t/si 

A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  fact-filled  action  guide  to  commemo¬ 
rative  coins.  165  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-309 
List  $14.95 


Guide!?  U.S. 
Commemoralive 

COI1VS 


Mil  ftart  J  Haddtr 
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The  Civil  War  Tokens 
Collectors  Guide 

By  Brycm  k'ansmger 

For  the  Cival  War  Token  enthusiast, 
this  new  work  will  give  valuable  back¬ 
ground  information 
and  valuations  to  as¬ 
sist  collectors  in  their 
efforts.  238  pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BKA-900. 

List  $27.00 


The  Civil  War  Token 
Collectors  Guide 


Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading 
in  Certified  Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibstain 

A  guide  to  market  availability  of  vari¬ 
ous  issues  in  various  grades. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-851A. 

List  $50.00 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Buffalo  Nickels 

By  David  Lange 

Th  is  2nd  edition  is  updated  with  new 
information,  has  illustrations,  prices, 
and  striking  characteristics  of  each 
issue.  198  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BLA-106A; 

List  $36.95. 


BUFFALO 

NICKELS 


W 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  Lange 

Everything  you  need  to  know  about 
this  series.  Highly  acclaimed  and  with 
enough  information 
for  two  books!  392 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BLA-107. 

List  $43.95 


LINCOLN 

CENTS 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Barber  Quarters 

By  David  Lawrence 

A  passport  for  collecting  and  enjoying 
the  series.  How  rare  is  it?  What  are  some 
of  the  characteristics 
of  the  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  die  ? These  ques¬ 
tions  and  more  are  an¬ 
swered  in  this  guide. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BLA-109. 

List  $29.95 


Longacre’s  Two-Cent  Piece: 

1864  Attribution  Guide 

By  Frank  Leone 

Every  idiosyncracy  of  the  two-cent 
piece  has  been  studied  by  this  well-known 
author.  Offers  hours  c- 
of  enjoyment  attrib¬ 
uting  your  collection. 

248  pages. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BLE-440. 

List  $24.95 


Federal  Half  Dimes  1792-1837 

By  Russell  J.  Logan  and  John  W.  McCloskey 
A  great  reference  by  two  of  numismat¬ 
ics’  most  accomplished  authors.  Packed 

with  information  on _ 

this  obscure  but  fasci¬ 
nating  series.  293 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BRL-100. 

List  $75.00 


Federal 
Half  Dimes 
1792-1837 


Bowers  and  Merena’s 
Little  Editions 

A  series  of  monographs  on  a  variety 
of  coin-related  topics,  from  famous  fig¬ 
ures,  studies  on  popular  series  to  inves¬ 
tigative  reports. 


A  Curious  Thievery  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint 
By  A.L.  Drummond 
Stock  No.  BLE-501. 

List  $5.95 


A  (  urioiis 
I  hicu-;-\  v\i  the 
Philadelphia 
Mint 


A  Review  of  the 
Commemorative  Coin 
Market 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Stock  No.  BLE-502. 
List  $5.95 


IV 
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The  Curious  Case  of 
the  Coin  Collectors 
Kline 

By  Dr.  Joel  J.  Orosz,  NLG 

Stock  No.  BLE-503. 
List  $5.95 


The  Coin 

Colkvtors 

Kline 


Woodward’s  Sale  of 
the  John  F.  McCoy 
Collection 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Stock  No.  BLE-504. 
List  $5.95 
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Mason’s  Stamp 

&  Coin  Collector’s  Magazine 

First  ever  reprint  of  the  periodicals  of 
E.  Locke  Mason,  rare  coin  dealer  of 
Philadelphia 
and  Boston  in 
the  19th  cen¬ 
tury.  Great  read¬ 
ing  for  the  nu¬ 
mismatic  huff. 

Hardbound 
3  Volumes. 

Stock  No. 

BMA-600. 

List  $240.00 

The  Half  Cent  Die  State  Book 
1793-1857 

By  Ronald  P.  Manley,  Ph.D. 

A  comprehensive  study  of  half  cent 
die  varieties  discussing  identification, 
chronology,  and 
rarity.  300  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BMA-850. 

List  $75.00 


7* 

HALF  CENT 
Die  Slate  Book 
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The  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia 

By  Arnold  Margolis  and  Fred  Weinberg. 

This  is  a  splendid  book,  indeed  defini¬ 
tive.  Descriptions,  illustrations,  and  other 
information  about  the  “mistakes”  made 
during  the  coinage 
process.  456  pages,  il-  ‘ll 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BMA-762. 

List  $39.95 


The  Gobrecht  Journal, 
Collective  Vol.  4 

Edited  by  Dr.  John  W.  M cCloskey 
A  collection  of  articles  from 
recent  years  from  the  journal  of 
the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors 
Club.  Full  of  research  informa¬ 
tion,  market  data,  collecting  in¬ 
sights,  and  more.  600  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BGO-300. 

List  $44.00 


The 

Gobrecht 
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Th« 

Liberty 


Collectors 

Club 


United  States  Numismatic 
Auction  Catalogues  1990-2000 

compiled  by  Karl  Moulton 

Lists  the  auction  catalogues,  the  num 
her  of  pages  and  the  number  of  lots,  pub 
lished  by  the  vari¬ 


ous  United  States 
auction  houses,  a 
dandy  guide  to  what 
is  “out  there.”  60 
pages. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BMO-400. 
List  price  $29.95. 


UNITED  STATES 

NUMISMATIC 

AUCTION 

CATALOGUES 


United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R  Newcomb 

Tlie  standard  reference  book  on  die 
varieties  of  copper  cents  of  the  period. 
312  pages,  illustrated  with  line  cuts. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BNE-798. 

List  $50.00 


U.S.  Patterns 
and  Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 
Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Standard  work  on  the  series,  with  much 
information,  price  data,  etc.,  not  avail¬ 
able  in  any  other 
volume.  Award  win¬ 
ner.  A  must  for  ev¬ 
ery  advanced  li¬ 
brary.  524  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.BPO-100. 

List  $79.00 

The  Early  Paper  Money 
of  America 

By  Eric  P.  Newman 

The  source  for  early  American  paper 
money  collectors  including  comprehen¬ 
sive  information  on 
every  issue.  480 
pages,  illustrated. 


MF  EARLY 
PAPER  MONFY 
OF  AMERICA 


Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BNE-500. 
List  $75.00 


California  Coiners  and  Assayers 

By  Dan  Owens 

A  wealth  of  information  relating  to 
coining  in  California  from  1848-1863, 
including  bars  recovered  from  The  S.S. 
Central  America.  448 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BOW-800. 

List  $49.95 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties 
1794-1836 

By  Ai  C.  Overton 
Edited  by  Don  Parsley 

The  standard  reference  on  the  series,  a 
“must-have”  book. 

Photographs  of  die 


varieties  include 
new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diam¬ 
eters.  710  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BOV- 100. 
List  $59.95 
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United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

This  interesting  study  discusses  the 
end  of  silver  coinage,  the  composition  of 
the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives  mintage 
figures  for  all  issues 
and  dates.  174  pages, 
illustrated. 

Soft  bound. 

Stock  No.  BRA-51 1. 

List  $12.95 


History  Comes  to  Life:  Collecting 
Historical  Letters  and  Documents 

by  Kenneth  W.  Rendell 

Written  by  one  of  the  most  highly 
acclaimed  autograph  dealers  and  experts 
the  world  has  ever 
known,  this  hook 
makes  dandy  read¬ 
ing  for  anyone  in-  •  4:, 
terested  in  history.  (■  '»>» 

279  pages,  ill. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BRE-1H.  *  & 

List:  $24.95  ^  *** 

Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 

Designated  an  official  grading  guide 
by  the  ANA.  Tidbit:  At  one  time  this 
was  the  most-requested  book  in  the  De¬ 
troit  Public  Library 
system.  It  is  true! 

Now  in  its  18th  edi¬ 
tion,  224  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Soft  bound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-414. 

List  $12.95 


Medallic  Portraits 
of  Washington 

By  Russell  R ulau  &  George  Fuld 

This  second  edition  covers  Washing¬ 
ton  coins,  medals,  tokens,  plaques,  and 
badges  issued  from  1 783  to  present,  with 
photos,  descriptions, 
and  pricing  in  three 
grades.  432  pages,  ill. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-555. 

List  $34.95 


UNITED  SIATES  \ 

TOKENS 

1700-1900 


Standard  Catalcx. 
of  U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900 

By  Russell  Rulau 

Contains  thousands  of  list  ings  and  phi  >- 
tographs,  rarity  ratings,  and  just  about 
everything  else  you 
need  to  know  to  buy, 
sell,  collect,  enjoy, 
and  appreciate 
United  States  to¬ 
kens. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-725. 

List  $47.95 


Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst,  the 
first  in  the  American  series  to  combine 
detailed  numismatic  die  descriptions  with 
history,  collecting  in¬ 
formation,  and  opin¬ 
ions,  a  delightful  mix¬ 
ture.  340  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BSH-100. 

List  $50.00 


The  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cent 
Attribution  Guide:  2nd  edition, 
Volume  1,  1856-1858 

by  Richard  E.  Snow 

Definitive  for  1856-8  Flying  Eagle 
cents,  including  the 
famous  1856,  PLUS 
pattern  Indian 
cents  and  other  pat¬ 
terns  of  1858.  128 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BSN  501. 

List:  $24.50 

The  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cent 
Attribution  Guide:  2nd  edition, 
Volume  6, 1900-1909 

by  Richard  E  Snow 

Great  guide  to  repunched  dates  and 
other  interesting  va¬ 
rieties  in  this  highly 
affordable  section  of 
the  Indian  cent  se¬ 
ries.  Over  100  pages, 


Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BSN  506. 
List:  $18.00 
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Numismatic, 


Fot  Sale! 


Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books! 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  oft  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply 
to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  pr  *»'. 


Comprehensive  Catalog 
and  Encyclopedia 
op  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars 


By  Leroy  C.  Von  Allen  & 
A.  George  Mollis 


A  brand  new  edition  of  this  popular 
book.  534  pages,  il-  . 
lustrated. 

Soft  bound. 

Stock  No.  BVA-710. 

List  $79.95 


The  Washington  Quarter 
Dollar  Btxw:  An  Attribution 
and  Pricing  Guide 

By  James  Wiles,  Ph  D. 

An  must  for  the  specialist  and  the 
serious  or  beginning  variety  collector. 
Each  variety  is  listed 
with  all  you  need  for 
enjoyable  and  accu¬ 
rate  attribution.  240 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-400. 

List  $40.00 


U.S.  Error  Note  Encyclopedia 

By  Stephen  M .  Sullivan 

This  book  illustrates  many  different 
types  of  currency  errors.  A  great  guide  for 
answering  frequently  asked  questions 
about  currency  errors 
and  giving  a  view  of 
market  values.  431 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BSU-300. 

List  $32.00 


Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver 
&  Gold  Commemorative  Coins 
1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter  Breen 

An  updated  version  of  this  well-known 
and  highly  regarded 
classic.  386  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Soft  bound. 

Stock  No.  BSW-742. 

List  $29.95 


Coin  Lore 

By  Gerald  T ebbens 

Collected  essays  by  this  popular  Coin 
Lore  columnist.  Easy,  informative  read¬ 
ing  on  about  as  many  various  subjects  as 
there  are  chapters  in 
the  book:  42.  224 
pages. 

Soft  bound. 

Stock  No.  BTE-800. 

List  $22.00 


Crime  of  1873-The  Comstock 
Connection 

By  Robert  Van  Ryzm 

Takes  you  through  this  pivotal  epoch 
in  western  history — life  in  the  silver 
mines  of  Nevada’s 
Comstock  Lode, 
the  minting  of  the 
popular  Carson 
City  dollars,  and 
much  more.  300 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BVA-980. 

List  $34.95 


Gold  Coins  of  the 
Charlotte  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter 

A  new  edition  based  on  research  Doug 
Winter  has  done  since  the  first  edition 
was  published.  Mintage,  rarity  ratings, 
strike  information,  sur¬ 
faces,  lustre,  die  vari¬ 
eties,  and  more.  220 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-819. 

List  $35.00 
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Coin  Lore 


CRIME 

1873 


A  Tah  of  HUM*.  Trad*  and  Morgan  OeJUn 

Robort  «.  Vm  Ryrin 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Franklin  Half  Dollars 


The  Complete  Guide  to 

Franklin 
Half  Dollars 


By  Rick  Tomaska 

The  first  book  devoted  solely  to  the 

Franklin  half  dollar _ 

series.  Includes  date- 
by-date  analysis, 
plus  grading  infor¬ 
mation,  rarity  esti¬ 
mates,  and  more^ 

240  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTO-100. 

List  $19.95 


•  < 


The  Best  of  The  Washington 
Quarter  Doubled  Die  Varieties 

By  John  A.  Wexler  &  Kevin  Flynn 

Features  139  of  the  most  desirable 
Washington  quarter  doubled  dies  with 
detailed  descriptions,  cross-reference  in¬ 
formation,  values, 
rarity,  and  more.  186 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BWE-825. 

List  $39.95 


Gold  Coins 

OF  THE  DaHLONEGA  MlNT 

By  Douglas  Winter 

Focuses  on  gold  coins  struck  at  the 
Dahlonega  Mint,  including  availability 
and  commentary  re¬ 
lated  to  striking  and 
die  characteristics. 

250  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-818. 

List  $25.00 


60LD  coins  Of  IKE 

“MIOKM  m 

>838-1861 


United  States  Ten  Dollar 
Gold  Eagles  1795-1804 


By  Anthony  J.  Taraszka 

The  first  sytematic  compilation  of 
photographs  and  detailed  descriptions  of 


the  known  eagle  die 
marriages.  84  pages, 
illustrated. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BTA-900. 
List  $69.95 


THNDOLLABS 
GOLD  EAGLES 
1795-1804 


IT 

ifrUlT  I  TUSH 


Official  Guide  to  Coin  Grading 
and  Counterfeit  Detection 

Edited  by  Scott  A.  Travers 
Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Explains  and  illustrates  the  standards 
for  grading  Mint  State  coins,  plus  infor¬ 
mation  on  counterfeits, 
forgery,  cleaning,  and 
more.  324  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRH-200. 

List  $29.95 


Treasure  Hunting 
Mercury  Dimes 

By  John  A.  Wexler  &  Kevin  Flynn 

The  first  reference  available  covering 
a  sizable  number  of  Mercury  dime  variet¬ 
ies.  Divided  into  three  important  sec¬ 
tions  with  value 
charts  for  all  varieties 
covered.  120pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BFL-302. 

List  $29.95 


John  Reich 

a  numismatic  biography 
by  Stewart  Witham 

An  illustrated  biography  which  makes 
John  Reich,  designer  of  the  1 807  Capped 
Bust  coinage,  come 
alive.  48  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BW1-900. 

List  $12.95 


The  Standard  Guide 
to  the  Lincoln  Cent 


By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

This  fourth  edition  is  packed  with 
new,  updated  information  on  every  coin 
in  the  series.  Over 
300  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTA-404. 

List  $24.95 


Scott  Travers’ 

Top  88  Coins  Over  $100 

Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  draws  a  roadmap  detailing 
both  the  hits  and  the  misses — the  coins 
that,  in  his  opinion, 
represent  good  values 
or  that  you  should 
steer  clear  of.  134 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTR-950. 

List  $  1 1.95 


'  O  p  as 

COINS 

.  O  V  E  „  ^ 

$100 


'm 


The  Kennedy  Half  Dollar  Book 

By  James  Wiles,  Ph.D. 

Covers  hundreds  of  die  varieties,  in¬ 
cluding  repunched  mintmarks,  die  modi¬ 
fications,  major  die  breaks,  pricing  and 
rarity,  plus  helpful  hints  for  cherrypicking. 
316  pages,  ill. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-202. 

List  $40.00 


Bovvers  and  Merena  Galleries 

A  Collectors  UrmcrseCurnpany  '• 

P.O.Box  1224 
Wolfeboro,  Nil  03894 
Toll  Free-  1-800-4  58-4646 

In  New  Hampshire:  569-5095 

Fax:  1-603-569-5319 

Visit  us  on  the 
worldwide  web  at 

www.bowtrsandmerena.com 
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Amrrkj'i  ( .old  LoiiUfp 


Pl'BlICATlONS  OF  THE 

American  Numismatic  Society 

From  the  illustrious  series  of  mono¬ 
graphs  relating  to  the  “Coinage  of  the 
Americas  Conference"  held  each  year  in 
New  York  City  hy  the  ANS,  each  volume 
is  superb,  contains  the  work  of  many 
authors,  is  excellently  illustrated,  and 
will  he  a  tine  addition  to  any  library. 

America’s  Silver 
Coinage  1794-1891 
Cloth  hardbound,  210 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-210. 

List  $15.00 

America’s  Silver 
Dollars 

Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeberg 
Cloth  hardbound,  127 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-211. 

List  $25.00 

America’s  Gold 
Coinage 

Edited  by  William  E.  Metcalf 
Cloth  hardbound,  132 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-212. 

List  $15.00  «, 

The  Token: 

America’s  Other 
Money 

Edited  by  Richard  G.  Doty 
Cloth  hardbound,  224 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-213. 

List  $25.00 

Coinage  of  the 
American  Confedera¬ 
tion  Period 
Edited  by  Philip  L.  Mossman 
Cloth  hardbound,  346 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-214. 

List  $25.00 

America’s  Large  Cent 
Edited  by  John  M .  Kleeberg 
Cloth  hardbound,  190 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-215.  ' 

List  $25.00 


The  token: 
A  menu's  Other  Money 


Commit  of  the  American 
Confeiletaltun  Period 


America'*  Large  Cm* 


Money  of  the  American  Colonies 

AND  CONFEPERATION 
By  Philip  L  Mossman 

A  superb  study,  separately  published 
by  the  ANS,  and  an  ideal  companion  to 
Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s 
Early  Coins  of 
America .  312  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BMO-200. 

List  $100.00 


MONEY 


Numismatist’s  “Companion” 

Books 

Each  book  in  the  “Companion”  series 
is  edited  by  QDB  and  contains  interest¬ 
ing  articles  by  various  authors.  Delightful 
and  informative  reading.  Softbound,  5-1/ 
2  by  8-1/2  inches. 


NlIMKMATKl  sEci’MKISmt 

COMPANION 


Nl  MISMATTST '*  BEDSIDE 

COMPANION 


....  NiMisM*nspM«mESD 

Nlmismaim  -  COMPANION  aKSJIW 
QOMPAN  VfPANION 

“Tii  a 


Numismatist’s  Countryside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-207.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s  Bedside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-200.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s  Downtown  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-208.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s  Lakeside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-202.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s  Topside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-209.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s  Traveling  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-210.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s  Weekend  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-206.  List  $12.95 


For  your  listening  pleasure  we  offer 
you  An  Evening  at  the  Home  of  Cecil  B. 
DeMille,  a  two-CD  set  recorded  by  Joe 
Cimino  featuring  melodies  on  the 
"Mighty  Wurlitzer"  theatre  pipe  or¬ 
gan  owned  by  Dave  Bowers.  We  guar¬ 
antee  you  the  best  part  of  two  hours  of 
fun  and  enjoyment  with  this  purchase. 


Stock  No.  BCD-1. 
List  $24.95 


Numismatic. 


Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books!  '  Fot  Sale! 
If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply 
to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Terms  of  Sale 

1.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through  Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m 
Call  our  Direct  Sales  Department— TOLL-FREE— at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire 
residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience.  Enclose  your  remittance,  use 
out  Collector’s  Account,  or  use  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/Novus  or  American  Express 
(send  all  information  in  raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure 
to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your 
first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for  your  second  choice.  We  will  then 
send  a  coin  of  the  same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first  choice 
has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling  for  all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  wall 
be  sent  insured,  either  through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been  previously  established.  Interest 
will  be  charged  on  unpaid  accounts  at  the  rate  of  1%  per  month  (12%  per  annum)  after 
30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:  Call  out  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1 
p.m.  Eastern  time.  Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/Novus  or  American 
Express;  or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval.  We  will  need  your 
street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on 
request)  for  coin  orders  of  $500  or  more;  just  $  1 0  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about  our  rates 
for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason,  including  grading,  may  be 
returned  within  30  days  of  receipt  (coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have  a 
return  privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer-to-dealer  transac¬ 
tions,  convention  or  other  in-person  sales,  or  coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated,  for 
which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  services  must  be 
returned  untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the 
state  of  preservation  of  a  particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money ,  are  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are 
not  an  attribution.  No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such 
adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the 
interpretation  of  various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of  time.  However, 
it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  from  1953)  that  our  conservative  grading  and 
reasonable  prices  have  pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the 
process  we  have  built  probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today. 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  a  Collectors  Universe  company,  as  is  PCGS. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be  otherwise  will  be  accepted  for 
a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or  a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are  members  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  American  Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organizations. 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979 
and  president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Other  staff  members 
have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and  profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over-the-counter  facilities.  We  do 
attend  certain  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person  there.  We  are  as 
close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of 
interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or  expressed,  is  made  concerning  the 
investment  performance,  quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  pnee  in  the  future. 
Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand.  Moreover,  grading  interpretations 
may  change  over  a  period  of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hampshire  as  the  place  of  venue, 
under  Carroll  County  and  New  Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  special  offers.  While  we  have 
made  an  effort  to  avoid  typographical  errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  which 
may  occur. 
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More  adventures 
with  Rare  Coins 


Fifty  Favorite  Numismatic  Stories 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Special  Pre^Publication  Offer  from  Chris  Karstedt...  Plus  a  Special  Autograph  by  the  Author! 


Chris  Karstedt 


I  have  just  finished  reviewing  the  page  proofs 
of  Dave  Bowers’  latest  book,  More  Adventures 
with  Rare  Coins,  and,  wow,  am  I  excited!  For  the 
past  several  years  I  have  watched  Dave  work  on 
this  book,  chapter  by  chapter,  until  50  chapters 
(!)  were  finished.  Then  came  the  gathering  of 
photographs  and  other  illustrations.  And,  now, 
the  book,  deluxe  hardbound,  460  pages,  fully 
indexed,  and  with  a  special  Foreword  by  Kenneth  E.  Bressett 
(editor  of  A  Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins  and  past  president  of  the 
ANA),  is  on  the  way  to  the  printer. 

I  invite  you  to  be  among  the  first  to  get  a  copy  of  this  great  new 
book  as  soon  as  it  is  ready,  which  will  he  this  summer.  Perhaps  you 
remember  Dave’s  first  “adventures”  volume,  Adventures  with  Rare 
Coins,  published  in  1979.  The  demand  was  so  intense  that  the  first 
printing  of  5,000  copies  sold  out  right  away,  and  by  1980  over 
15,000  copies  had  been  sold.  The  book  went  on  to  win  awards  and 
to  be  talked  about  and  appreciated  everywhere! 

Dave’s  latest  book  is  more  than  a  sequel — it  is  nearly  twice  as 
large,  contains  much  more  information,  and,  like  its  predecessor, 
is  guaranteed  to  provide  you  with  many  hours  of  enjoyable, 
informative  reading.  Art,  history,  romance,  investment,  and 
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other  aspects  are  brought  together  as  only  Dave  can  do.  You  will 
read  about  Liberty  Head  nickels,  about  gold  coins,  about  colonials, 
about  exploits  and  adventures,  about  treasures,  about  interesting 
personalities  past  and  present,  about  State  Reverse  quarters, 
about  tokens,  about  unsolved  mysteries,  and  much,  much  more — 
a  panorama  of  topics! 

As  you  may  know,  Dave  has  written  over  three  dozen  books,  has 
earned  more  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  awards  than  any  other 
book  author  in  history,  was  the  first  person  to  be  named  ANA 
“Numismatist  of  the  Year,”  is  the  only  person  ever  to  have  been 
president  of  both  the  ANA  and,  separately,  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  and  more. 

And  in  The  Numismatist  magazine  that  you  are  now  reading, 
Dave’s  “Coins  and  Collectors”  column  has  been  one  of  the  most 
enjoyable  and  most  popular  for  many  years. 

The  list  price  of  Dave’s  new  book  is  $89,  but  if  you  order  now, 
you  can  take  advantage  of  our  special  Pre-Publication  Offer  of  just 
$69,  plus  $5  postage,  packing,  and  handling. 

Special  autograph  for  you:  Dave  is  making  special  personalized 
bookplates  to  be  put  in  the  copies  that  arrive,  and  which  will  be 
shipped  out  on  the  FIRST  DAY  OF  PUBLICATION.  Each  of  these 
early-bird  copies  will  have  this  bookplate,  which  will  not  be  used 
later.  Dave  will  sign  each  bookplate  personally,  and,  if  you  specifi¬ 
cally  request,  will  also  person¬ 
alize  the  inscription  to  you  or 
your  designated  recipient. 

(Limit:  Three  copies  per  per¬ 
son  at  this  special  offer  price). 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Verily.  Wonders  Never  Ceeee! 

STILL  THEY  COME 


THE  OEKAT  «*K>T  CAMWOR  nUT 


Adventure  Titles: 

The  Pine  Tree  Shilling  Dated  1652 
The  Prairie  Flower 

The  1776  Continental  Currency  Dollar 

The  Controversial  1909  V.D.B.  Lincoln  Cent 

A  Memorable  1894-S  Barber  Dime 

The  Mansion  on  the  Hill 

The  1861  C.S.A.  Half  Dollar  Restrike 

The  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  1903-0  Silver  Dollar 

The  1776  Libertas  Americana  Medal 

The  American  Eagle  Holds  a  Cigar 

Rocky  Mountain  Gold:  The  1860  Clark,  Gruber  &.  Co.  $10 

The  Connoisseur-Pleasing  Dollar  of  1794 

Snowden’s  “Pet”  1860  Half  Dime 

The  “King  of  Territorial  Gold” 

A  Half  Dollar  of,  by,  and  for  Hoffecker 
The  Elusive  1916  Standing  Liberty  Quarter 
Dr.  Feuchtwanger  and  His  1837  “Silver  Penny” 

A  1 796  Token  “unsurpassed  in  beauty” 

The  Fascinating  1883  Liberty  Head  Nickel 

The  Fantastic  1804  Dollar 

The  1868  (yes,  1868!)  Large  Copper  Cent 

Eccleston’s  Medal  of  Washington,  Tribute  or  Travesty? 

The  Illogical.  Twenty-Cent  Piece  of  1875 
What  De  Fleury  Did  at  Stony  Point 
Daring  to  be  Different:  The  1943  Steel  Cent 
Direct  from  the  Gold  Rush:  The  1848  CAL.  $2.50 
The  Numismatic  Legacy  of  “Yankee  Robinson" 

The  Story  of  the  1892  Columbian  Half  Dollar 

The  1787  Columbia  and  Washington  Medal 

The  1820  North  West  Company  Token 

The  1925  Fort  Vancouver  Half  Dollar 

Teddy  Roosevelt’s  “Pet  Crime”:  The  MCMVII  $20 

The  1879  “Schoolgirl"  Silver  Dollar 

The  “Wealth  of  the  South”  Tokens 

The  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 

The  Incredible  1851  California  $50  “Slug” 

The  1913  Liberty  Head  Nickel 

President  Washington  and  the  1792  Half  Disme 

Little  Billboards  of  a  Bygone  Era 

P.T.  Barnum  and  Numismatics 

Drake’s  Plantation  Bitters 

The  “Too  Classic”  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $50 

“Our  Little  Monitor" 

The  1785  Vermont  “Landscape”  Copper 
The  1857-S  $20  From  the  Briny  Deep 
The  1916  Liberty  Striding  Half  Dollar 
The  1 861  -D  Gold  $1  and  the  Dahlonega  Mint 
Indian  Peace  Medals  for  all  Seasons 
“Been  there,  done  that" 

The  2000  New  Hampshire  Quarter 


About  the  book: 

•  By  Q.  David  Bowers,  most  award-winning  author 
in  numismatics. 

•  460  pages,  large  8-1/2  by  1 1  page  size,  deluxe 
coated  paper. 

•  Profusely  illustrated. 

•  50  chapters. 

•  Exciting,  interesting,  and  informative  reading. 

•  Foreword  by  Kenneth  E.  Bressett. 

•  List  price:  $89.00 

•  Pre-publication  offer:  $69.00  (plus  $5  shipping). 

Bonus: 

Special  “first  day  of  issue” 
personally  autographed  bookplate 
by  the  author. 


To  Reserve  Your  Copy,  Call  Mary  Tocci  at  1*800*222-5993 


Buy  Online,  Bid  Online,  Books  Online!  www.howersandmerena.com 


Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03  894 
800-222-5993  •  In  NH:  5  6  9  -  5  0  9  5  •  F  a  x  :  603-569-53  1  9 
www.bowersandmerena.com  •  e-mail:  rarecoingallery@bowersandmerena.com 

(NASDAQ: CLCT) 
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